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REPORT OF THE  PAN-AFRICAN 

PARLIAMENT  

 

Third Session of the Third Parliament 

 

_________ 

 

Monday, 21 October, 2013 

 

The House met at 09.05am 

 

[The President in the Chair] 

 

 

A Moment of Silence for Prayers or Meditation 

was observed 

 

__________ 

 

THE PRESIDENT: Please, be seated. 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR  

THE PRESIDENT: On behalf of the Bureau of the 

Pan African Parliament and Members of this 

Parliament, I warmly welcome you to the Third 

Ordinary Session of the Third Parliament of the Pan 

African Parliament. May I use this opportunity to 

express our profound appreciation for the support 

that has been given to the growth and development 

of this Continental Parliamentary Institution in our 

effort to effectively execute the mandate based on 

the vision of the founding fathers of tour Continental 

Association. 

 

Your Excellencies, Honourable Colleagues, I begin 

this address on a rather sad note because, since our 

last session in May, the Pan African Parliament has 

lost three of its Members. In this connection, permit 

me to formally announce to you, the sad and 

untimely death of the former President of the Pan 

African Parliament, the Rt. Honourable Moussa 

Idriss Ndele following a road traffic accident that 

occurred on 19th May, 2013. By his death, Africa has 

lost one of its faithful sons who, throughout his 

political career, was an exceptional Parliamentarian 

and a great defender of democracy and human rights 

on the continent.  

The late Hon. Moussa Idriss Ndele was a very rare 

and patient man, a gentleman who was as upright in 

character as he was in physical stature. He provided 

transparent and accountable leadership by example 

and approached Africaôs political challenges with 

unbridled resilience and an unwavering commitment 

to continental unity and solidarity. I was privileged 

and honoured to serve as the First Vice-President 

under his leadership. During his tenure, he was 

instrumental in strengthening the institutional 

integrity of this Parliament, restoring and improving 

our relationship with other organs of the African 

Union. He championed the transformation of the 

PAP and advocated that the PAP be endowed with 

legislative powers in clearly-defined domains. We 

shall miss him.  

On another sad note, Honourable Colleagues, let me 

also announce the death of Honourable Mohamed 

Abdoulkader Mohamed from the Republic of 

Djibouti and Honourable Ishelang Masisi from the 

Republic of Botswana who also passed away during 

this period. They were all very distinguished 

Parliamentarians who, in various ways, contributed 

their fair share to the work of this Parliament. Also, 

during the same period, one of our staff, Mr Ahmed 

El Dieb, lost his spouse.  

No doubt, the members of the PAP and their various 

families will miss them very dearly. However, we 

are comforted by the knowledge of the fact that they 

lived lives worthy of emulation and have left their 

footprints in the sands of time. 

May I therefore request that we rise and observe a 

moment of silence in their memory.  

May their souls rest in perfect peace. 

 

You Excellencies, Honourable Colleagues, our 

agenda for this Third Ordinary Session of the Third 

Parliament of the Pan African Parliament has 

debates on topical issues of relevance to the African 

Continent. However, as representatives of the people 
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and the voices of the voiceless millions of Africans, 

we must not fail to bemoan the appalling terrorist 

incident we witnessed at the West Gate Mall in 

Nairobi, Kenya, which resulted in the massacre of 

innocent and helpless citizens in cold blood. This is 

absolutely unacceptable, condemnable and 

unAfrican, This incident brings to the fore, the 

imperative of peace and security in our continent and 

the need for us to collectively fight against all forms 

of terrorism, be they by Al-Qaeda, Al Shabab or 

Boko Haram.  

Your Excellencies, Honourable Colleagues, recent 

events on our continent have reinforced our position 

that we must find home-grown solutions to Africaôs 

problems. Our resolve at the Pan African Parliament 

to fight against impunity, promote human rights and 

democracy, the rule of law and good governance on 

the continent remains unshakeable. 

In the light of recent developments at the 

International Criminal Court we, once again, 

reiterate our call on our leaders to urgently expand 

the mandate of the African Court on Human and 

Peoples Rights and grant it with the resources and 

criminal jurisdiction to try international crimes such 

as genocide, crimes against humanity and war 

crimes.  

Indeed, it is time for us in Africa to begin to build 

institutions that have the capacity and mandate to 

effectively support the African governance 

architecture.  African Institutions such as African 

Development Bank should be strengthened to hold, 

at least, 10 per cent of the foreign reserves of 

member States to enhance the development of our 

financial market and the availability of resources 

within our continent for the development. 

We also urge our leaders to approve the proposed 

amendments to the protocol establishing the Pan 

African Parliament, to endow it with legislative 

functions in clearly-defined domains and empower 

it to meet its mandate to be a clear and loud voice for 

the voiceless millions of our citizens who continue 

to wallow in abject poverty, hunger, disease and 

illiteracy. 

Honourable Colleagues, we regret the recent sad and 

tragic boat incident in Lampedusa Island, Italy, 

which resulted in the loss of life of over 300 African 

migrants and this brings to the fore the need to 

urgently address the youth unemployment crisis on 

our continent.  We, therefore, urge our member 

States, in line with the decision of the African Union, 

to promote appropriate policies towards lasting 

peace, stability, democratic governance and 

sustainable economic growth that would create 

youth employment opportunities for the millions of 

unemployed youths on our continent. .   

We bemoan the slow pace of our continental 

integration and the low level of intra-Africa trade 

that has remained a missed development opportunity 

to create wealth on our continent, which would have 

reduced the need for our youths to risk their lives in 

search of greener pastures outside the continent. At 

the same time, we call on our European neighbours 

to establish a clear and favourable policy for legal 

migration of Africans in the light of Europeôs 

historical role in the underdevelopment of Africa 

through the years of slavery, colonialism, neo-

colonialism and the current Economic Partnership 

Agreements that are imbalanced. 

Honourable Colleagues, the deterioration of the 

political situation in the Central African Republic 

necessitated our sending of a fact-finding mission to 

that country and we must all work together to ensure 

the restoration of peace and stability to this nation. 

We congratulate the people of Mali on the 

restoration of democratic order to that country and 

we remain grateful to our member States and the 

international community who contributed troops and 

resources in the fight against terrorism. I have also, 

on your behalf, sent our warm felicitations to the 

newly-elected President of the Republic of Mali 

who, until his election, was a member of the Pan 

African Parliament, His Excellency President 

Boubacar Keita Ibrahim. 

It is on a happy note that, today, the Pan African 

Parliament has produced two sitting Presidents on 

our continent and history will bear us witness that 

this institution, as it approaches its 10th year 

anniversary in March, 2014, has made giant strides. 

As we prepare to celebrate our 10th anniversary, it 

will be a time to celebrate our numerous 

achievements and also a time for deep reflections on 

the future of our continental Parliament. It will also 

be a time for us to deliberate on the impediments that 

have been in our way to our struggle to deliver on 

our mandate and how we can rise above these 

challenges and meaningfully impact on the people of 

the continent whom we represent. These are foods 

for thought for us as we prepare for our 10th 

anniversary.   

 Honourable Colleagues, this October Session 

promises to be very fruitful, based on the issues in 

the programme for deliberation. At the opening 
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session, we shall be honoured with the esteemed 

presence of many highly-distinguished dignitaries, 

and most especially our special Guest of Honour, the 

Prime Minister of the Republic of Togo, His 

Excellency, kwesi Séléagodji Ahoomey-Zunu  

On this happy note, Honourable Colleagues, let me 

once again welcome you to this august Assembly 

and solicit for your usual support and co-operation 

to ensure that our deliberations are done with the 

best interest of the people of Africa at heart.    

I hereby declare open, the Third Ordinary Session of 

the Third Pan African Parliament. 

I thank you and God bless you all.  

Hon. Members, in accordance with Rule 9 of the 

Rules of Procedure of our parliament, we shall now 

swear-in the new Members. I, therefore, call on the 

Clerk of Parliament to, please, invite members for 

swearing. 

The following Hon. Members took the Oath of 

Solemn Declaration, signed it and took their seats: 

 

1) Hon. Juliana -  KANTENGWA [Rwanda] 

 

2) Hon. Jeanne dôArc NYINAWASE - 

[Rwanda]   

  

3) Hon. Fidel Rwigamba - [Rwanda] 

    

4) Hon. Abdulaziz Abdulahi MOHAMED ï 

[Somalia] 

  -   

5) Hon. Sareeda Abdalla MOHAMED   

-[ Somalia] 

 

Hon. Abdisamad Mohamud HASSAN - 

  -  -[ 

Somalia] 

 

6) Hon. Chief Fortune Zephania Charumbira

 - [Zimbabwe] 

7) Hon. Musaman Olutu Oscar ï [Democratic 

Republic of Congo] 

 

8) Hon. Kabila Jennet ï [Democratic 

Republic of Congo] 

 

9)  Hon. Mayembe Patrick ï [Democratic 

Republic of Congo] 

 

10)  Hon. Pascoal ï [Democratic Republic of 

Congo] 

 

THE CLERK:  That is the end of the list, Mr. 

President. 

 

THE PRESIDENT: I invite the following 

distinguished guests into the Chambe: 

1) Prof. Chris Goodman MS, CEO, Virgin 

Health Bank QSTP-LLC; 

 

2) Hon. Albert Pahimi Padacke, the Deputy 

President of teh regional parliament of 

CEMAC; 

3) Hon. Aliou KEBE, Member of Parliament 

of the National Assembly of Senegal; 

 

4) H.E. Hon. Ahmed Al Jarwan, President of 

the Arab Parliament; 

 

5) Hon. Madam Trazere Olibe Celestine 

Kone, Deputy Speaker of the National 

Assembly of Cote dôIvoire; 

 

6) H.E. Hon. Manasseh Magok Rundial, 

Speaker of the National Assembly of 

South Sudan; 

 

7) H.E. Hon. Ekwee Ethuro, Speaker of the 

Senate of the Republic Kenya; and 

 

8) H.E. Ebrahim Ismail Ebrahim, the Deputy 

Minister of International Relations of the 

Republic of South Africa. 

 

Your Excellencies, Hon. Members, due to some 

commitments of one of our guest speakers, I will 

change the order of presentations and, therefore, 

now invite H.E. Hon. Ebrahim Ismail Ebrahim, the 

Deputy Minister of International Relations of the 

Republic of South Africa to deliver his message.  

 

GOODWILL MESSAGES  

 

PROFESSOR CHRIS GOODMAN [CEO 

VIRGIN HEALTH BAN K QSTP-LLC]  : Thank 

you, your Excellency President Amadi, Honourable 

Members of the Pan African Parliament, 

distinguished gentlemen and ladies for inviting me 

to speak before you today. I am here to briefly 

introduce you to Virgin Health Bank, to the  stem 

cells and the exploration of establishing a national 

programme designed to benefit the African 

community, those in Africa as well as abroad.  
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Stem cells are the mother cells that have the potential 

to become any type of cell in your body. They are 

presently used to treat many diseases in a curative 

fashion among those leukemias and 

haemoglobinopathies such as sickle cell disease. In 

clinical trials, they are looking at using stem cells to 

treat cardiac disease as well as diabetes and stroke 

among just a few. Virgin Health Bank was 

established in 2007 by a partnership between Sir 

Richard Bronson of Virgin and Sir Christopher 

Adens. In 2009, Her Highness Shakamoza from 

Qatar invited Virgin Health Bank to relocate its 

operations to Qatar. Qatar Foundation has recently 

now taken ownership of Virgin Health Bank and we 

are a wholly owned company of Qatar Foundation in 

partnership with Sir Richard Bronson of the Virgin 

Corporation. Sir Richard Bronson has pledged that 

any profits that we make be returned to the 

development of stem cell technologies to benefit the 

world. Our mission is to provide ethical, transparent, 

quality cold blood banking services; to empower 

parents, families, clinicians and midwives to make 

informed decisions on cold blood banking; to 

generate and deliver educational material to families 

and health care professionals; to educate clinicians 

and midwives in deliverance of high quality 

services; to engage with governments and ministries 

of health; and to engage with hospitals and the 

academic arena.  

We are in conversation or advanced talks right now 

with establishing national programmes elsewhere. 

These national programmes are designed to be donor 

programmes where the collection of the stem cell 

product will be based on community-informed 

consent. These donated units can then be used to 

treat local populations that require stem cell 

transplants as well as members of those populations 

abroad. In addition to that, units will be generated 

that will be of research quality. They are not able to 

be used for clinical utility. These research units can 

be used in turn to further advancement of sciences 

within those communities to generate intellectual 

property and can also be sold. The idea is that within 

a five-year period a programme like this could be 

self sustaining based on the clinical units that it 

acquires. Virgin Health Bank has three external 

business units. One is a private banking programme 

designed to be where families will privately bank 

their stem cells and retain ownership of those stem 

cells. The second is a donation programme, where 

these units are donated to the benefit of the 

community and the third is in our research 

programmes. Virgin Health Bank, as a company, 

does not do research, but we do partner with 

reputable institutions to help them with their 

research. We have a strong partnership with 

Cambridge University. Through our partnership we 

are able to use research acquired stem cells that can 

then be used to enhance cellular therapy objectives 

as well as the creation of new laboratory tests that 

are more robust, introduce new technology and new 

processes to the health care profession and then be 

able to translate what we discover on a research fund 

into clinical trials that can be used to treat people in 

hospitals.   

We offer stem cells services such as bone marrow 

processing and storage, cold blood, cold tissue, 

placenta and fat tissue. We are also able to offer 

transplantable tissues services such as heart valves, 

cornea, sperm, egg, blood vessels, plasma, bone and 

graftable bone. So, these are items that we have 

available to us that we would like to explore in the 

creation of a national programme to benefit Africa, 

its community, its health care sector and its members 

abroad.  

Thank you.       

HON. ALBERT PAHIMI PADACKE, [VICE -

PRÉSIDENT DU PARLEMENT RÉGIONAL 

DE LA CEMAC]  : 

Honorable Président du Parlement panafricain,  

Honorables députés,  

Mesdames et Messieurs, en vos rangs et qualités,  

Côest avec un immense plaisir que je prends la parole 

dans cet hémicycle panafricain, un lieu de 

communion des peuples où se forge la démocratie 

africaine. 

Permettez-moi de saluer le peuple sud-africain et ce 

beau pays, berceau dôun des dignes fils de notre 

continent, lui-m°me berceau de lôhumanit® ï jôai cit® 

Nelson MANDELA ï dont les souffrances sont 

celles de tout un continent ¨ qui lôhomme a rendu 

honneur et dignité.  

(Applaudissement) 

Honorable Président,  

Au nom du Président Vincent MAVOUNGOU 

BOUYOU, Président du Parlement de la 

Communaut® ®conomique et mon®taire de lôAfrique 

centrale (CEMAC), retenu à Malabo par des 

contraintes liées à la tenue de la session budgétaire 

de notre parlement sous-régionale, je voudrais, en 

cette circonstance solennelle, vous exprimer la 

reconnaissance et la gratitude du Parlement 
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communautaire de lôAfrique centrale, non seulement 

pour lôinvitation ¨ lui adress®e, mais ®galement pour 

toutes les attentions dont bénéficie la délégation qui 

môaccompagne et moi-même. 

Honorable Président, 

Honorables députés du Parlement panafricain,   

Au mois de juillet dernier, sur invitation de votre 

Parlement, une délégation de notre Institution 

participait à une réunion, ici à Midrand, sur le thème 

« Panafricanisme et reconnaissance africaine : le 

rôle des parlements africains ».  

Au cours de cette cérémonie, de cette rencontre, 

jôallais dire, il a été entre autres questions de 

réchauffement des relations entre les parlements 

nationaux, sous-régionaux et le Parlement 

panafricain.  

Notre pr®sence ici, aujourdôhui, illustre bien 

lôengagement du Parlement de la CEMAC ¨ 

contribuer aux côtés de votre Parlement que nous 

consid®rons, ¨ juste titre, comme lôInstitution 

faîtière des parlements africains, à la construction 

d®mocratique de lôint®gration de notre continent que 

ses peuples appellent de tous leurs vîux.  

Pour notre part, le Parlement de la CEMAC est 

quotidiennement interpellé par les peuples de 

lôAfrique centrale, en pleine conscience, quôil nôy a 

dôavenir meilleur que dans une Afrique unie, 

démocratique et respectueuse des droits humains.  

Je mesure bien avec gravité et considération, 

lôimmensité de la tâche et la longueur du temps que 

requiert une telle trajectoire.  

Dans ce cadre, les difficultés que traverse 

aujourdôhui le peuple centrafricain constituent 

autant de défis sur le chemin de notre continent vers 

lôesp®rance.  

Honorable Président,   

En cette occasion, je souhaite plein succès à vos 

travaux, tout en vous assurant que vous pouvez 

compter sur le Parlement de la CEMAC dans cette 

longue, difficile mais exaltante îuvre dô®dification 

africaine.   

Vive lôAfrique, 

Vive le Parlement panafricain, 

Vive la CEMAC, 

Je vous remercie.  

(Applaudissement). 

 

HON. ALIOU KÉBÉ [REPRÉSENTANT DU 

PR£SIDENT DE LôASSEMBL£E 

NATIONALE DU SÉNÉGAL]  :  

Monsieur le Président du Parlement panafricain,  

Mesdames, Messieurs les membres du Bureau du 

Parlement,  

Chers collègues,  

Le Pr®sident de lôAssembl®e nationale du S®n®gal 

que jôai le plaisir de repr®senter, ici aujourdôhui, est 

empêché ; est empêché pour trois raisons que vous 

comprendrez aisément.  

Dôabord, côest seulement ce 11 octobre que le 

Bureau de lôAssemblée nationale du Sénégal a été 

installé. Il y a eu donc une élection et il a rempilé 

pour devenir encore Pr®sident de lôAssembl®e 

nationale du Sénégal.  

(Applaudissements) 

Ensuite, le Premier ministre qui a été nommé, qui est 

une femme au Sénégal, doit faire sa Déclaration de 

politique générale ce 28 octobre, une autre raison qui 

lôemp°che dô°tre l¨ avec nous. 

(Applaudissements) 

La troisi¯me, côest que le gouvernement du S®n®gal 

vient juste de déposer le texte de loi de finances 

devant lôAssembl®e nationale qui doit examiner et 

voter le budget 2014 du Sénégal. 

Alors, ces trois éléments justifient son 

empêchement, mais il serait très heureux et très 

honor® dô°tre l¨ parmi nous pour nous manifester la 

solidarit® et lôengagement du S®n®gal dans le 

processus de lôunit® africaine. 

Cette auguste Assemblée qui est la manifestation de 

la volonté des différentes nations pour une Afrique 

unie, le S®n®gal sôy est engag® et le S®n®gal y est 

bien sûr.  

Cette Assemblée qui est la manifestation et la 

volonté des différentes nations membres pour une 

Afrique unie, une Afrique de paix, une Afrique de 

démocratie, mais aussi une Afrique de 

développement et une Afrique qui doit occuper sa 

place dans lô®conomie mondiale, dans le concert des 

grandes nations du monde. 
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Le Président Moustapha NIASS, Président de 

lôAssembl®e nationale, Pr®sident du Parlement 

s®n®galais qui nôest que lôAssembl®e nationale, môa 

demandé de transmettre ses salutations les plus 

fraternelles à cette auguste Assemblée et à toute 

lôAfrique.  

Je vous remercie.   

(Applaudissements) 

 

H.E. AHMED AL JARWAN [PRESIDENT OF 

THE ARAB PARLIAMENT  

 буϲϽЮϜ егϲϽЮϜ  бЃϠ 

  сЧтϽТъϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ЁуϚϼ  мϸϝвϜ ϽϧуϠ ϹуЃЮϜ сЮϝЛв 

 бЫуЯК аыЃЮϜ дмϽЦнгЮϜ сЧтϽТъϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ̭ϝЏКϜ ϢϸϝЃЮϜм ϤϜϹуЃЮϜ

̪̪̪ ϣϦϝЪϽϠм  ϣгϲϼм 

   ЁуϚϼ ϹуЃЮϜ пуЮϝЛв ϽЫІϒм ануЮϜ бЫзуϠ днЪϒ дϒ сϦϸϝЛЂ пКϜмϸ ев

йлуϮнϦ пЯК иϽЫІϜм  сЧтϽТъϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ  аϝвϒ ϣгЯЪ ̭ϝЧЮϖ пЯК пуЮ

 сϚывϾм сϠϽЛЮϜ ϟЛЇЮϜ ϤϝуϳϦ ϝЛугϮ бЫЮ ЭЧжϒм ̪  ϽЦнгЮϜ бЫЛгϮ

 ϼмϸ ЬϝгКϒ сТ ϸϜϹЃЮϝϠ бЫЮ блϦϝузгϦ ϽТϜмм сϠϽЛЮϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ̭ϝЏКϜ

.  сЧтϽТъϜ дϝгЮϽϡЯЮ сЮϝϳЮϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ϼмϹЯЮ сЛтϽЇϧЮϜ ϸϝЧЛжъϜ 

 

  мϹϳтм ануЮϜ бЫуЮϖ ϥϛϮ ̪ аϜϽЫЮϜ Ϣн϶ъϜм ϤϜн϶ъϜ дϒ сТ Эвъϒ сж

 ϝ̯вϹ̳Ц сϠϽЛЮϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜм сЧтϽТъϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ еуϠ дмϝЛϧЮϜ  ϤϝЦыЛϠ ЙТϹж

 ϱЮϝЋгЮϜм ϽЊϒмъϒ  еК ϽϡЛϦ сЫЮ м ϼϹЦ пЯК днЫϧЮ аϝвъϒ пЮϖ

 ϼϝАϖ сТ ̪ ϣЧуЧϳϧϠ ϣАнзв скϝвм  ̪ ϝзϠнЛІ еуϠ ϣЪϽϧЇгЮϜ РϜϹкъϜм

Ю ϝТ ϣвϸϝЧЮϜ ϤϜнзЃЮϜ сТ ШϽϧЇгЮϜ  сϠϽЛЮϜ сЧтϽТъϜ ЭгЛЮϜуЧЮϜм рϸϝϡг б

 евϝЏϧЮϜ ϿтϿЛϦ пЮϜ сЛЃЮϜ сТ ϣЯϪϝгϧвм ϣЪϽϧЇв ϝззуϠ ϝгуТ РϜϹкъϜм

 ШϽϧЇгЮϜ ЭгЛЮϜ ϤϝЃЂϕв еуϠϝв сТм ϝзЮмϸ еуϠ ϝгуТ ϢϹϲнЮϜм ЭвϝЫϧЮϜм

 ϿтϿЛϦм  ϣуϠϽЛЮϜ ЬмϹЮϜ ϣЛвϝϮм сЧтϽТъϜ ϸϝϳϦъϜ ϝлϦϼϜϹЊ сТм

ϦϝтϽϳЮм ̪ дϝЃжъϜ ФнЧϲ аϜϽϧϲϜм  ̪ ϹуІϽЮϜ бЫϳЮϜм ϣуАϜϽЧгтϹЮϜ й

 ϣвϜϹϧЃгЮϜ ϣЯвϝЇЮϜ ϣугзϧЮϜм ϼϜϽЧϧЂъϜм евъϜм ̪ аыЃЮϜм  ϣуЂϝЂъϜ

 ϝгуТ ϤϝЦыЛЮϜм ϣуЧтϽТъϜм ϣуϠϽЛЮϜ  ϝзϠнЛЇЮ ЭЏТϜ  ϤϝтнϧЃв дϝгЏЮ

 ϭϚϝІнЮϜм рϼϝЏϳЮϜ ЭКϝУϧЮϜ ϣЧуЧϲ ϝлгϧϳϦ ϣузвϜм еужϝгЮϽϡЮϜ еуϠ

 ЙЦϜм ϝлЎϽУтм ϵтϼϝϧЮϜ ФϝгКϜ сТ ϞϽЏϦ сϧЮϜ ϣуТϝЧϫЮϜм ϣуКϝгϧϮъϜ

ϝгϧϮϜ ϣузϠъϜм  ϣуЧтϽТъϜ ϢϼϝЧЮϜ ев сϠϽЛЮϜ ϟЛЇЮϜ  сϫЯϪ  ск сК

 ϱЮϝЋгЮϜ еК ыЏТ еужϝгЮϽϡЮϜ еуϠϝгуТ ϣуϠϽЛЮϜ дϜϹЯϡЮ сТ ϣЪϽϧЇгЮϜ

 ϟЂϝЫгЮϜ йуТ ϹтϜϿϧϧЂм оϽϡЫЮϜ ϤϝтϹϳϧЮϜ иϸнЃт бЮϝК ЭД сТ ϣЮϸϝϡϧгЮϜ

 сТ ШϽϧЇгЮϜ ЭгЛЮϜ рϸϝЋϧЦъϜ ЭвϝЫϧЮϜм ЭϧЫϧЮϜ ̭ϜϽϮϜ сТ ЙугϯЯЮ

м сЮмϹЮϜ ϹуЛЋЮϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ϢϓЇжϜ днЫт дϜ  ϣТϸϝЋв ев еЫт бЮ ϝгϠϼ

 еувϝЛЮϜ ев Ѐϼϝв сТ сϠϽЛЮϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜм сЧтϽТъϜ2004 м2005 а

 ев ЭЪ сТ ϣуϡЛЇЮϜ ϢϸϜϼъϜ еК дϜϽϡЛт еууЃуϚϼ еужнЫгЪ сЮϜнϧЮϜ пЯК

 Ьϻϡж дϜ еуужϝгЮϽϡЪ ϝзуЯКм ϣуϠϽЛЮϜ ЬмϹЮϜ ϣЛвϝϮм сЧтϽТъϜ ϸϝϳϦъϜ

ϝГв ХуЧϳϧЮ ϝзЛЂм сТϝв ϣтϝО ϢϝуϳЯЮ ЭЏТϜ ХуЧϳϦ нϳж ϞнЛЇЮϜ ϟЮ 

  сЧтϽТъϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ дϜ днгЯЛϦ  ϢϸϝЃЮϜм ϤϜϹуЃЮϜ ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ

 ϼϝАϜ сТ ШϽϧЇгЮϜ дмϝЛϧЮϜ ϿтϿЛϦ сТ аϝк ϼмϹϠ дϝвнЧт сϠϽЛЮϜм

 аϝК ев ϣуϠϽЛЮϜ ϣуЧтϽТъϜ ϣЪϜϽЇЮϜ ϣуϯуϦϜϽϧЂϜ2011-2016  ϣГ϶м

ТъϜ ϣуϠϽЛЮϜ ϣгЧЮϜ ϝлϦϽЦϜ сϧЮϜм ϝлϠ ϣЊϝϷЮϜ  ЭгЛЮϜ сТ ϣужϝϫЮϜ ϣуЧтϽ

 ϽϠнϧЪϜ сТ ϤϽЂ2010   йуЮϑϠ ϹЃϯϧт дϜ йЮ дϒ ϼмϹЮϜ Ϝϻк дϜ ϹЧϧКϜм

ϣтмϽЮϜ бтϹЧϦ ЭϮϜ ев ϣЪϽϧЇв     

 

 ϼϜнϳЮϝТ ϣгЧЮϜ ϤϜϽгϦϕв ЬϝгКϜ ϢϹзϮϜ пЯК ϰмϽГв нкϝвм ϣужϝгЮϽϡЮϜ

 ЭгЛЮϜ Ϥъϝϯв сТ аϹЧϧЮϜ ϣЛϠϝϧгЮм сϠϽЛЮϜ сЧтϽТъϜ 

 

ϼмϽЏЮϜ ев йжϜ ϹЧϧКϜ ϣтϜϹϡЪм ШϽϧЇгЮϜ ЬϝК ШϽϧЇв ИϝгϧϮϜ ϹЧК р

 ЭуϡЦ сЧтϽТъϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜм сϠϽЛЮϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ  ев етϹТм еуϠ онϧЃгЮϜ

 сТ аϸϝЧЮϜ ϽлЇЮϜ ϥтнЫЮϝϠ ϣЂϸϝЃЮϜ ϣуЧтϽТъϜ ϣуϠϽЛЮϜ ϣгЧЮϜ ϸϝЧЛжϜ

 ϹЧϧЛт ϝтϝЏЦ ев ϰмϽГв нк ϝгуТ ϣЪϽϧЇв ϣужϝгЮϽϠ ϣтϔϼ бтϹЧϧЮ ϽϡгТнж

Кнзϧвм ФϽГЮϜ ϢϽуϫЪ дмϝЛϧЮϜм ϼϜнϳЮϜ Ϥъϝϯв дϜ  ϝлϧвϹЧв сТм ϣ

 ϣГЦϝЏЮϜ ϣуКϝгϧϮъϜм ϣтϸϝЋϧЦъϜ ϤыЫЇгЮϜ Йв сϠϝϯтъϜ ЭКϝУϧЮϜ

 дϜ сзТϽЇтм ̯Ϝϕгж ЭЦъϜ ϣуϠϽЛЮϜ ЬмϹЮϜ мϜ ϣуЧтϽТъϜ ЬмϹЮϜ сТ ϝгуЂъ

 сϠϽЛЮϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ϽгϦϕв сТ ϣЪϼϝЇгЮϜ пЮϜ ϽϡзгЮϜ Ϝϻк ФнТ ев бЪнКϹж

ϼϝгϫϧЂъϜм ϼϝгКъϜ бКϹЮ аϸϝЧЮϜ ϽтϜϽϡТ сТ ϢϹЧК ϼϽЧгЮϜ  ЬмϹЮϜ сТ

 сϦнϡϮ  скм ϣуЧтϽТϜ ϣуϠϽК Ьмϸ Ьы϶ ев сзЛт  рϻЮϜм Ϝϕгж ЭЦъϜ- 

  ϽгЧЮϜ ϼϿϮм ЬϝвнЋЮϜ 

 аϝϧ϶ сТ ϸмϜ днвϽϧϳгЮϜ ϞϜнзЮϜ ϢϸϝЃЮϜм ϤϜϹЃуЮϜ  ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ

 бКϹϠ йвϝгϧкϜ пЯК мϸϝвϜ ϹуЃЮϜ ЁуϚϽЮϜ сЮϝЛгЮ рϽЫІ ϸϹϮϜ дϜ сϧгЯЪ

ϝЪ ϜϺϜм сϠϽЛЮϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ Йв дмϝЛϧЮϜм ХуЃзϧЮϜ ϥж  

 сТ ϝзϦϝуЮнϛЃв егТ  ϣтϜϹϠ ϸϽϯв  еужϝгЮϽϡЮϜϜ еуϠ ϣгϚϝЧЮϜ бкϝУϧЮϜ ϢϽЪϻв

 бЫЮ ЭϯЂϒм ϝззуϠ ϣЦыЛЮϜ ϽтнГϦ ϢϼмϽЎ ЌϽУϦ ϣЪϜϽЇЮϜ ϣуЯгК ϼϝАϜ

 ϢϹжϝЃгϠ сЧтϽТъϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ϢϽуЃгϠ  сЋϷЇЮϜ сϠϝϯКϜм рϽЫІ

 ϣуЛтϽЇϧЮϜ йϦϝГЯЂ ϿтϿЛϧЮ ϣувϜϽЮϜ ϸнлϯЯЮ ϣЯвϝЫЮϜ сϠϽЛЮϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ

ЛϮϜϽвм ̭ϓЇзгЮϜ ЬнЫϦϽϡЮϜ пЯК ϤытϹЛϦ ев ЩЮϺ ϣуЏϧЧт ϝв ЭтϹЛϦм ϣ

 сЧтϽТъϜ ϾϝϯжъϜ ЬϝгКϜ сТ йϠ ϣАнзгЮϜ ЬϝгКъϜ ХуЧϳϦ ЭϮϜ ев йЮ

 дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ЁуϚϼ  сЮϝЛв ЭϡЧϧЃж дϜ ϝЏтϜ сϦϸϝЛЂ  ИϜмϸ ев днЫуЂм

 ϼмϸ ϰϝϧϧТϜ ϣϡЂϝзгϠ ϣгЯЪ ̭ϝЧЮъ сЮϝϳЮϜ ϽлЇЮϜ ϣтϝлж сТ мϸϝвϜ /ϹуЃЮϜ

сжϝϫЮϜ ϸϝЧЛжъϜ  ϢϽкϝЧЮϝϠ сϠϽЛЮϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮ ЬмъϜ  сЛтϽЇϧЮϜ ЭЋУЮϜ сТ

. 

   бЫуЯК аыЃЮϜм  дϺϓϠ ϟтϽЦ ̭ϝЧЮ пЮϜм бЪϽЫІϜмϝЛугϮ бЫуϲϜ ϜϽу϶Ϝ

    ϣгϲϼм 

 

S.E. HON. TRAZÉRÉ OLIBÉ CÉLESTINE 

KONÉ [VICE -PRÉSIDENTE DE 

LôASSEMBL£E NATIONALE DE CĎTE 

DôIVOIRE] : 

Excellence Monsieur le Président de la République 

dôAfrique du Sud, 

Monsieur le Premier ministre, représentant Son 

Excellence le Président de la République du Togo, 

Mesdames et Messieurs les membres du 

gouvernement sud-africain, 

Très Honorable Président du Parlement panafricain, 

Honorables membres du Parlement panafricain, 
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Chers collègues, 

Excellences Mesdames et Messieurs les membres du 

Corps diplomatique, 

Distingués invités, 

Mesdames et Messieurs,  

Je voudrais, au nom de Son Excellence Soro 

Kigbafori Guillaume, Pr®sident de lôAssemblée 

nationale de C¹te dôIvoire, que jôai lôhonneur de 

représenter au nom du peuple ivoirien, et plus 

particulièrement au nom de la délégation ivoirienne, 

ici présente, vous adresser mes sincères 

remerciements pour lôoccasion que vous nous 

donnez de prendre part à cette troisième session 

ordinaire de la troisième législature du Parlement 

panafricain. 

Quôil me soit permis dôadresser mes remerciements, 

dans un premier temps, au Président de la 

R®publique dôAfrique du Sud, Son Excellence Jacob  

Zuma, au gouvernement et au peuple sud-africain, 

qui accueillent r®guli¯rement leurs fr¯res et sîurs de 

lôAfrique enti¯re, et qui ne m®nagent aucun effort 

pour rendre leur séjour agréable. Soyez-en honorés. 

Excellence Monsieur le Président, 

Les parlementaires ivoiriens se souviennent que 

côest ici, en terre sud-africaine, quôun accord d®cisif 

a été signé en 2005 pour éteindre le feu qui était en 

train de consumer le fondement de la fraternité et de 

la cohésion sociale dans notre pays. 

Je voudrais ensuite remercier Son Excellence Faure 

Gnassingbé, Président de la République du Togo, 

invit® sp®cial de cette c®r®monie dôouverture. 

Je voudrais, enfin, adresser mes remerciements au 

Président du Parlement panafricain, le Très 

Honorable Bethel NNAEMEKA Amadi, qui a 

adressé au Pr®sident de lôAssembl®e nationale de 

C¹te dôIvoire une invitation ¨ prendre part ¨ la 

pr®sente c®r®monie dôouverture.  

Côest avec une immense joie que le Pr®sident a re­u 

cette invitation. Cependant, des contraintes de 

derni¯re minute lôont oblig® ¨ se faire représenter. 

Aussi, me charge-t-il de vous transmettre 

personnellement ses sincères salutations.  

Le Parlement ivoirien serait honoré de pouvoir vous 

accueillir tr¯s prochainement ¨ lôune de ses session. 

Monsieur le Président, 

Chers collègues parlementaires, 

Mesdames et Messieurs, 

Côest avec un r®el plaisir que je prends part, pour la 

premi¯re fois, ¨ une c®r®monie dôouverture de vos 

travaux. Et pourtant, nous sommes fort 

heureusement  édifiés quant à la hauteur et à 

lôintensit® des d®bats men®s par nos pairs africains, 

honorables membres de cette auguste Assemblée, et 

ce, grâce aux rapports des députés ivoiriens, 

membres du Parlement panafricain.  

Nous avons ainsi connaissance de votre 

préoccupation constante pour les questions qui 

touchent au bien-être des populations dôAfrique, 

telles que les questions de la récurrence des conflits, 

de la bonne gouvernance, de la gestion des 

ressources naturelles, des questions relatives à 

lôenvironnement, au d®veloppement durable, pour 

ne citer que celles-là. 

Nous savons, grâce à vos collègues ivoiriens, que 

vous menez une réflexion poussée, et faites de très 

bonnes propositions pour la résolution de ces 

problèmes.  

Aussi, est-ce avec beaucoup de fierté, que nous, 

parlementaires ivoiriens, apprécions hautement tous 

les efforts consentis pour sortir du rôle consultatif 

temporairement dévolu au Parlement panafricain. 

Cette fiert® est dôautant plus grande, quôen d®pit de 

toutes les restrictions liées à ce rôle consultatif, vous 

continuez à lutter pour porter plus haut le flambeau 

du panafricanisme qui vous a été transmis par vos 

illustres prédécesseurs. Soyez-en sincèrement 

félicités et remerciés. 

(Applaudissements) 

Vous devez continuer à faire vos recommandations 

et à prendre des résolutions, en vue de conférer à 

cette haute instance continentale, plus de pouvoirs. 

Monsieur le Président, 

Chers collègues parlementaires, 

Mesdames et Messieurs, 

Côest sur ces mots dôespoir et dôesp®rance que je 

voudrais, au nom du peuple ivoirien et du Président 

de lôAssembl®e nationale de C¹te dôIvoire, adresser 

mes vifs encouragements au Parlement panafricain, 

qui a révélé et qui continue de révéler au monde, 

dôillustres personnalit®s capables dôimpulser la 

démocratie, la bonne gouvernance, le 

d®veloppement durable et lô®mergence de nos pays, 

synonyme de réduction de la pauvreté. 
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Vive le Parlement p anafricain et que Dieu 

b®nisse toujours lôAfrique. 

Je vous remercie. 

(Applaudissements). 

 

HIS EXCELLENCY HONOURABLE 

MANASSEH MAGOK RUNDIAL [SPEAKER 

OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF SOUTH 

SUDAN]: Right Honourable Bethel N. Amadi, 

President of the Pan African Parliament, Honourable 

Speakers of the African Parliaments, Honourable 

Deputies of the Bureau of the Pan African 

Parliament, Hon.  Members, ladies and gentlemen.  

On behalf of the South Sudan National Legislative 

Assembly and on behalf of my delegation, please 

allow me to commence my brief remarks to this 

esteemed Third Ordinary Session of the Third 

Legislature of the Pan African Parliament by 

extending to you the warm greetings of the 

Excellency General Salva Kiir Mayardit, the 

President of the Republic of South Sudan and the 

entire people of the South Sudan on this momentous 

occasion. 

We hope that this gathering will represent yet 

another giant step in our collective journey to evolve 

strong Pan African governance institutions and the 

quest for greater continental integration.  

Mr. President, Honourable Speakers, Honourable 

Members, my presence among you affords me the 

opportunity to acquaint you, generally, with the 

progress that the Republic of South Sudan has made 

thus far over the two- year period that has elapsed 

since its independence.   

We have accorded top priority to peace-building as 

a necessary prerequisite to governance and service 

delivery, and impressive results have been achieved 

in the area of peace-building and consolidation in 

terms of  both our relations with the Republic of 

Sudan as well as fostering internal peace and 

reconciliation processes with opponents of the 

Government.  

South Sudan runs a decentralised Presidential 

system of government with a national executive and 

Bicameral Legislature in an addition to ten states, 

each with its own constitution that provides for a 

state executive and a state legislature.  

Our policy of decentralisation, which is a top 

priority issue, aims to take towns to the villages and 

move decision-making powers closer to the 

grassroots.  

South Sudan National Legislative Assembly is 

carrying out its obligation in accordance with the 

constitutional mandate to enact laws, approve the 

Budget and oversee the performance of the 

Executive Branch of the Government. The general 

powers of Parliament are primarily derived from the 

Constitution and the popular will and consensus of 

our citizens.  

Due to the fact that we are a new State that is barely 

two years old, the Republic of South Sudan has been 

so pre-occupied with the domestic task of 

consolidating the State institutions that we have 

been not been able to ratify the Protocol of the Pan 

African Parliament.  

However, I wish to take this opportunity to assure 

you that we are now seeking to ratify the Protocol of 

the PAP and name five Members, three men and two 

women, to the organisation.  

Mr. President, Honourable Speakers, among the key 

responsibilities, the Government of the Republic of 

South Sudan, has decided the following: 

1) Maintenance of peace and security; 

 

2) Promotion of good governance through 

strengthening the rule of law, 

accountability, transparency, fairness, 

fostering responsible and responsive 

democratic multi-party system of rule; 

3) Institution of socio economic development 

and promotion of the welfare of our 

citizens who have just emerged from 

centuries of political marginalisation and 

neglect; 

 

4) Combating corruption in order to safe 

guard public assets and the public interest; 

and 

 

5)  Finally, the integration of the returnees. 

 

Mr President Sir, Honourable Speakers, despite all 

our efforts, we are still constrained by a number of 

difficulties such as the level of economic 

infrastructure; insecurity along our yet-to-be 

demarcated border with our neighbour, the Republic 

of Sudan; relatively weak human capacity; 

deprivation of South Sudanôs IDPs from the 

Republic of Sudan; unresolved dispute with Sudan 
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and, in particular, those details holding up the 

conduct of the Referendum. 

Mr. President, Honourable Speakers, as I have 

already alluded to, there are a number of issues in 

which we are yet to reach agreement with the 

Republic of Sudan. I have mentioned, again, the 

other outstanding issue relating to the disputed areas 

along our borders. However, we remain optimistic 

that all these matters will eventually be resolved 

through dialogue and negotiations as well as other 

peaceful means. 

We have been encouraged by the efforts of His 

Excellency Salva Kiir Mayardit and his Sudanese 

counterpart, President Omar Hassan Ahmad Al-

Bashir. The visit of President Kiir to Khartoum, last 

August, has given a big boost to efforts aimed at 

resolving outstanding issues and the implementation 

of concluded agreements. 

Mr. President Sir, Honourable Speakers, in 

conclusion, my delegation avails itself of this 

opportunity to thank the Pan African Parliament for 

inviting the South Sudan National Legislative 

Assembly to the Third Ordinary Session of the Third 

Legislature of the Pan African Parliament. We are 

also profoundly grateful for the warm reception and 

hospitality accorded to us. 

Last, but not least, I wish, during this occasion, to 

register our heartfelt condolences and sympathy to 

the people and government of Kenya and, indeed, all 

those who have lost their loved ones during the 

recent tragic terrorist attack on West Gate Mall in 

Nairobi Kenya. South Sudan condemns in the 

strongest possible terms, that criminal and barbaric 

massacre in the course of which many innocent 

people were either killed or injured. It is our hope 

that those who masterminded this crime will be 

apprehended and brought to justice and that we will 

all collaborate to make terrorists a thing of the past. 

Thank you for listening. 

Applause 

 

HIS EXCELLENCY HONOURABLE EKWEE 

ETHURO [SPEAKER OF THE SENATE OF 

THE REPUBLIC KEN YA]  : Mr President, the 

Vice-Presidents, my colleagues, the Speakers of the 

National Legislatures and regional legislatures 

present here, distinguished members of the Pan 

African Parliament, distinguished guests, members 

of the Bureau, ladies and gentlemen. I feel very 

honoured and privileged today to join this 

distinguished assembly on this auspicious occasion 

of the Third Ordinary Session of the Third 

Legislature of the Pan African Parliament, which 

commences today and ends on Friday, 1st 

November, 2013, at the seat of PAP in Midrand 

which is in the heart of the rainbow nation of the 

Republic of South Africa. 

 On my own behalf and on behalf of the Senate of 

the Republic of Kenya and the extension the entire 

membership of Parliament of Kenya which now has 

two Houses, those of the Senate and the National 

Assembly, I wish to convey to the President of the 

Pan Africa Parliament the Honourable Bethel 

Amadi, the Vice-Presidents, the entire Bureau and 

the distinguished Members our sincere gratitude for 

sending this invitation to the Senate Speaker to 

deliver a goodwill message to this Assembly. In 

addition, I am humbled by your kind gesture of 

bestowing such honour to me in my formative period 

in office as the first Speaker of the Republic of 

Kenya under the new Constitution, 2010.  

We are, therefore, a baby when compared to most 

established Parliaments as the latest House of 

Parliament on the continent. We came into existence 

on the 3rd of March, 2013 when we had the general 

elections. The Senators and I were elected into office 

on the 28th of March this year. Therefore, Mr 

President, we consider this invitation extended to us 

and to the other Speakers of the National 

Legislatures as, perhaps, a recognition of the role 

that National Parliaments play as partners in our 

continuous struggle to establish a united, democratic 

and prosperous Africa, and that in being so, constant 

engagement is not only necessary but most 

welcome. 

 

Before I proceed, Mr President and distinguished 

Members, I want to thank you for your statement on 

the two issues of terrorism and the ICC, and, indeed, 

your call of believing in African solutions to African 

problems. I also want to apologise, most sincerely, 

for failure on the part of Kenya, to bring our 

members to the PAP. When I saw many other 

Members being sworn in, including my good friend, 

Juliana from Rwanda, it occurred to me that we are 

doing a great disservice to the Pan African 

Parliament. We have done our part as one House and 

the names are before the other House. This is the 

small price we must pay for democracy in a 

Bicameral Parliament but we hope to be done with 

the matter and our Members should be able to join 

this august Assembly. 
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Distinguished members at the Pan African 

Parliament, the mandate and objectives of our 

Parliament pertaining to the protocol to the 

Constitutive Act of the African Union are diverse. It 

covers the implementation of policies, human rights 

and democracy, good governance and 

accountability, intergration, peace, security and 

stability. It covers prosperity, co-operation, 

development, solidarity and common destiny and 

finally to facilitate co-operation amongst the 

regional economic communities and their 

Parliamentary fora. It appears, therefore,  to me that 

from the very beginning our mandate is very 

cognisant of the fact that there are matters that can 

best be dealt at the continental level for the good of 

our people. 

 We must also appreciate that to a significant 

measure, the executive arms of our governments 

have very dominant roles in addressing issues that 

affect the continent and yet, we, as parliamentarians, 

as the peopleôs representatives who have been 

elected directly by the people who, in the case of 

Kenya and many of our Parliaments here, exercise 

peopleôs sovereign power, have not done enough to 

make our voice known. It, therefore, follows that the 

Pan African Parliament, in collaboration with the 

national and regional Parliaments, should 

proactively provide oversight on the Executive as 

this is our core and legitimate mandate and 

responsibility to ensure democratic governance in 

Africa for the better welfare of the African citizenry. 

Mr President and Members, this Third Ordinary 

Session is convening at a very critical time in the 

history of our great continent. It is time for 

reflection, taking stock of the gains and losses, and 

strategising to position our continent in the second 

half of the 21st century. We are also convening at a 

time when the prospects of Africa are brighter than 

ever before. Seven out of ten fast growing 

economies are found in our continent, including our 

own Republic of South Africa. Oil and gas 

exploration is extremely exciting in the East African 

region.  

While the excitement is there, the questions still beg 

answers. What happened to the dreams of the 

founding fathers of the continent such as Kwame 

Nkrumah,  Julius Nyerere and our own Jomo 

Kenyatta, to mention but a few, of Pan Africanism, 

political liberation to be followed by the economic 

liberation? Are the poor in Africa not more than the 

prosperous? And in even the few prosperous nations, 

the inequality is very high. Democracy is being 

threatened all over Africa with botched elections, 

dictatorships and undemocratic tendencies of 

changing leadership. How come our countries and 

presidents are failing consistently to claim the 

trophy? How come we are good at missing 

development targets and goals, including the latest 

one of the millennium development goals (MDGs) 

to the extent that we are talking about the MDG post-

2015 development agenda? Is it not true that we are 

trading more with others than within Africa? How 

effective, then, are the regional economic 

communities? Is it not that terrorism is still a 

problem within our borders? Mr President, I am just 

posing these questions to the august Assembly 

because I know solutions will be found here. Mr 

Mbeki, at the 50th anniversary of the Organisation of 

African Unity (OAU), said as much. He said that we 

need honest answers.  

I want to submit to this august Assembly that when 

the madness of an entire continent disturbs a few 

minds like ours, it is not enough to say that the 

Assembly is mad, to paraphrase Francis Mbugua in 

his novel Peter in the City. These are not my own 

concerns, these are your concerns. These are the 

concerns of the African people, shared by many in 

this room and outside this room. They are concerns  

expressed by you, Mr President, in your address to 

the Pan African Parliament on the occasion of the 

annual Conference of Speakers  of African 

Parliaments in August this year on the theme; the 

Role of Parliaments in the past fifty years and the 

next fifty years.  

These negative African narratives and troubling 

questions challenge, if not undermine, the role of 

democratic institutions such as our Parliaments in 

achieving high quality living standards and 

sustainable development for our people. As you may 

be aware, we have adopted a new constitution in 

Kenya in our own attempt to try to configure how 

we can realise this rebirth and at the centre of this, is 

the role of the Senate. At this point the history of the 

republic, the Senate, in particular - I need to mention 

this because it is a new House - and Parliament, in 

general, constitute the very component or fulcrum of 

the new Kenya Project in its construction and as part 

of our building team.  

The new constitution, therefore, gives us 

architectural contours to use and the framework to 

build our nation and the drawings of this project are 

outlined in the constitution. Its main pillars are 

supremacy of the constitution above everybody else, 

sovereignty of the people, presidential system, 

bicameral system, elaborate basic rights which are 

borrowed extensively from some of our 
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neighbouring countries, and there is a clear-cut 

doctrine of the separation of powers between the 

national and the devolved units of government and, 

of course, all these are supported by an independent 

and robust judiciary.  

In going forward, some of the infrastructural 

projects that our country has embarked on cannot 

only be done by our country without the support of 

other countries, especially the neighbours such as 

Uganda, Ethiopia, South Sudan and Rwanda, not to 

mention the standard railway connecting Mombasa 

to Rwanda via Uganda.  

Mr President and distinguished Members of this 

Assembly, it is my humble submission that our 

efforts in the national Parliaments may not only 

achieve the desired outcomes with the maximum 

efficiencies and cost effectiveness without the 

necessary linkages with the regional legislatures as 

well as the Pan African Parliament considering the 

economic inter-connectivity and the natural 

resources that abound in our continent. The daunting 

task before us, as political leaders, is to always rise 

and focus on meeting the challenges of creating and 

sustaining stable nations because we must never 

forget that we live in a highly dynamic and unstable 

global environment where what happens in one 

region affects the other, and when, in fact, as early 

as 1963, Kwame Nkrumah boasted that the salvation 

of Africa is in unity .  Towards this end, PAP should 

creatively intervene to define Africaôs role together 

with National Parliaments for the next century. 

Mr. President, Honourable Members, I assure you 

that the Senate of the Republic of Kenya and, by 

extension, the Parliament of Kenya will continue to 

partner with you and the regional committees 

towards the realisation of the integration process of 

Africa. 

In conclusion, may I once again wish you all the best 

in your endeavours to create a united, prosperous 

continent.  I also want to thank you for inviting us to 

partner with you in this most noble goal.  Mr. 

President and Distinguished Members of the 

Assembly, we the Kenyans promise to be part of the 

solutions and participate fully in your future 

activities until we liberate Africa.    

Thank you.  

Applause 

THE CLERK: Thank you, Honourable President. I 

have the following announcements to make 

regarding meetings that will take place this 

afternoon of caucuses of the regions:   

- Western African Caucus, half past two - 

they are all at half past two ï in Room No. 

1;   

- Eastern Caucus in Room No. 2;   

- Southern Caucus in Room No. 3; 

- Central Caucus in Room No.4; and 

- Northern Caucus in Room 5. 

Thank you. 

 

MR PRESIDENT:  Thank you very much.  

Honourable Members, we will now invite our 

special guest to join me in the lounge.  I will now 

suspend business to allow the Bureau to meet our 

Guest of Honour who is arriving.  Tea and coffee are 

being served in the lobby.  We will have a ten-

minute coffee break.  I will resume here by 11:30 

a.m.  

I thank you. 

Business was suspended until 1130 hours. 

THE PRESIDENT: Your Excellency, the Prime 

Minister of the Republic of Togo, Kwesi Ahome 

Zono, honourable Ministers of Justice of the 

Republic of Togo, His Excellency Christian Eninam 

Trinua, Director of Cabinet, Minister Mr Pierre, 

Your Excellency the Speaker of the Senate of the 

Republic of Kenya, Your Excellency the Speaker of 

the National Assembly of South Sudan, Your 

Excellencies, my colleagues, members of the Bureau 

of the Pan African Parliament, the Honourable 

Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly of Cote 

de Voire, Honourable President of the Arab 

Parliament, His Excellency Honourable Ahmed 

Ajawan, Deputy President of the Regional 

Parliament of SEMAC, members of the Diplomatic 

corps here present, Professor Chris Goodman, CEO 

of Virgin Health Bank, the Honourable Ali UKebe, 

Member of Parliament of the National Assembly of 

Senegal, my distinguished honourable Colleagues, 

members of the Pan African Parliament, staff and 

Secretariat at the Pan African Parliament, 

distinguished invited guests, ladies and gentlemen. 

Let me, on behalf of the members of the Pan African 

Parliament, specially welcome His Excellency the 

Prime Minister of the Republic of Togo, the 

Honourable Kwesi Ahoomey-Zuno. 

Your Excellency, I am highly delighted and 

honoured to welcome you to the Third Ordinary 

Session of the Third Parliament of the Pan African 

Parliament. Your esteemed presence at this opening 

ceremony here today, even at very short notice, 

despite your very busy schedule, is usually 
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associated with your highly exalted office as Prime 

Minister of the Republic of Togo, eloquently 

demonstrates your humility, your regard for the 

legislature and legislative institutions and your 

belief that the Pan African Parliament is an 

important organ in our continent. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I have the honour to present 

to you a brief profile of His Excellency the Prime 

Minister of the Republic of Togo, Honourable 

Kwesi Seleagodji Ahoomey-Zunu. He is a Human 

Rights Lawyer and an astute politician.  

He was born on 4th December, 1958, and holds a 

law degree in International Relations. He also holds 

two degrees in Higher Education of Public Law and 

Town Planning. He has worked for several years in 

the Government of the Republic of Togo. He worked 

first as Administrative Secretary of the National 

Commission on Human Rights and, later, as 

Member of the National Commission on Human 

Rights as well as Member of the National Assembly 

of Togo from 1993 to 2005.  

He was a member of the National Electoral 

Commission and, later, Chairman of the same 

commission between 2006 and 2007. He became 

Minister of Town Planning and Territorial 

Administration and, later Secretary-General at the 

Presidency before he became Minister of Trade and 

Promotion of Private Sector. 

His Excellency was appointed as Prime Minister on 

19th July, 2012, following the resignation of then 

Prime Minister, Gilbert Humbo. He took office on 

23rd July, 2012. Following the July, 2013, 

parliamentary elections in which the ruling party for 

the republic, the UNIR, won a large majority of seats 

in Parliament, Hon. Ahoomey Zunu was re-

appointed as Prime Minister. 

Once again, Your Excellency, on behalf of the 

Bureau  and Members of the Pan African 

Parliament, I welcome you and your entourage and 

thank you for accepting to grace our occasion. 

Please, extend our warm regards and felicitations to 

the people of Togo in general and most especially to 

His Excellency President Farah Esu Zume Nasimbe, 

President of the Republic of Togo, a great son of 

Africa who has continued to provide unflinching 

support for the transformation of the Pan African 

Parliament to a legislative body. 

 

Your Excellency, let me, at this point, on behalf of 

the Members of the Pan African Parliament, 

specially invite you to address this House. Your 

Excellency. 

 

S.E.M. KWESI SÉLÉAGODJI AHOOMEY -

ZUNU [PREMIER MINISTRE DE LA 

RÉPUBLIQUE DU TOGO] :  

Monsieur le Président du Parlement panafricain, 

Mesdames et Messieurs les membres du Parlement 

panafricain, 

Distingués invités, 

Mesdames et Messieurs, 

Le Président de la République togolaise, Son 

Excellence Monsieur Faure Essozimna 

GNASSINGBE qui a accueilli très favorablement et 

avec plaisir votre invitation, avait prévu de longue 

date dôhonorer de sa pr®sence effective, lôouverture 

de la troisième session ordinaire de la troisième 

législature du Parlement panafricain. 

Malheureusement, des obligations de dernière 

minute, li®es ¨ ses hautes charges dôÉtat, lôont 

contraint à surseoir à son déplacement de Midrand. 

Côest pourquoi, il môa fait lôinsigne honneur de le 

représenter à cette cérémonie, afin de livrer à votre 

auguste Assemblée, son message de circonstance. 

Voici, donc, in extenso, le message du Président de 

la République togolaise. 

« Monsieur le Président du Parlement panafricain, 

Mesdames et Messieurs les membres du Parlement 

panafricain, 

Distingués invités, 

Mesdames et Messieurs, 

Permettez-moi, avant toute chose, dôexprimer toute 

ma gratitude au Président du Parlement 

panafricain, Son Excellence Monsieur Bethel 

Amadi, qui môa fait lôinsigne honneur de me convier 

à prendre la parole devant votre auguste Assemblée, 

en cette occasion solennelle. 

Je tiens, donc, à renouveler au Président Bethel 

Amadi et aux membres de son Bureau tout mon 

soutien, ainsi que celui de lôensemble du peuple 

togolais, pour les actions engagées, avec 

d®termination, depuis plus dôun an, afin que le 

Parlement panafricain puisse prendre 

progressivement toute sa place dans le paysage 

institutionnel africain. 
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Je voudrais également mettre à profit mon passage 

en Afrique du Sud, ¨ lôoccasion de la rentr®e 

solennelle du Parlement panafricain, pour rendre, 

au nom du peuple togolais, un hommage spécial à 

Nelson Mandela, notre héros à tous. Ce digne fils du 

continent a su imprimer, pour toujours, sa marque à 

la marche du monde, en menant ici même, en Afrique 

du Sud, un combat juste, un combat émancipateur 

pour toute lôAfrique, un combat dont la noblesse est 

d®sormais une source dôinspiration pour toute 

lôhumanit®. 

Par une singuli¯re coµncidence, lôhistoire a voulu 

que votre auguste Assemblée, où siègent les 

représentants des peuples de notre continent, voie le 

jour dix ans exactement apr¯s lô®lection du h®ros de 

la lutte contre lôapartheid ¨ la t°te de lôAfrique du 

Sud. Cette ®lection a marqu® le d®but dôune ¯re 

nouvelle pour ce grand pays, mais aussi pour tout 

notre continent. 

Depuis ce triomphe, la lutte pour la liberté, pour 

lô®galit® entre les hommes et la justice sociale a 

enregistré des avancées notables sur notre 

continent. Et nous devons ensemble les approfondir 

et les consolider pour lôenracinement de la 

d®mocratie, et de lô£tat de droit qui conditionne la 

pleine réalisation de nos objectifs de développement 

économique et social. 

Je suis heureux de constater que le Parlement 

panafricain se situe dans cette dynamique. Il 

nôincarne pas seulement les peuples dôAfrique. Il 

incarne aussi lôAfrique lib®r®e, une Afrique 

soucieuse de faire de sa diversité une richesse pour 

construire son unité. 

Jôai, pour ma part, la pleine conviction que les 

id®aux du p¯re de lôAfrique du Sud multiraciale, qui 

est arriv® aujourdôhui au soir de sa vie, et qui est 

devenu une icône mondiale, vous inspirent et 

guident vos actions, en tant que représentants des 

peuples africains. 

Ces idéaux prolongent aussi la lutte des pères du 

panafricanisme, auxquels je voudrais également 

rendre hommage. Lôexistence dôun Parlement 

panafricain, à travers lequel tous les peuples de 

notre continent peuvent dialoguer et faire entendre 

leur voix, consacre en effet la r®alisation, dôune 

part, du r°ve dôunit® que Kwam® Nkrumah, Gamal 

Abdel Nasser, Ahmed Ben Bella, Jomo Kenyatta, 

Julius Nyerere, et bien dôautres encore, ont nourri 

pour notre continent, lôAfrique. 

Monsieur le Président du Parlement panafricain, 

Mesdames et Messieurs les membres du Parlement 

panafricain, 

Distingués invités, 

Mesdames et Messieurs, 

La nouvelle configuration géopolitique mondiale et 

lôampleur des d®fis auxquels lôAfrique est 

aujourdôhui confront®e rendent plus que jamais 

nécessaire une institution comme le Parlement 

panafricain. 

En effet, au moment où les États fédèrent un peu 

partout leurs énergies dans de grands ensembles 

intégrés pour assurer leur survie sur les plans 

économique, financier et politique, il est 

indispensable que des hommes et des femmes 

puissent porter la voix des peuples africains et 

exprimer leurs préoccupations ainsi que leurs 

aspirations profondes, dans un monde en pleine 

recomposition. 

Cette importance primordiale du Parlement 

panafricain m®rite aujourdôhui dô°tre soulign®e. 

Ce nôest dôailleurs pas un hasard, si le Parlement a 

®t® lôun des tous premiers organes ¨ voir le jour 

dans le sillage de la cr®ation de lôUnion africaine. 

Il faut rappeler que côest lors de la 36ème session 

ordinaire de la Conf®rence des Chefs dô£tats et de 

gouvernements de lôOUA, qui sôest tenue du 10 au 

12 juillet 2000 à Lomé, au Togo, que le principe 

m°me de la cr®ation dôun Parlement panafricain a 

®t® adopt®, en m°me temps que lôActe constitutif de 

lôUnion africaine. Lôobjectif de d®part a gard® toute 

sa pertinence. Il sôagit de permettre aux peuples de 

notre continent dô°tre mieux impliqu®s dans la prise 

de décision sur les questions qui engagent lôAfrique. 

Côest fort de ce r¹le primordial du Parlement 

panafricain dans la bonne ex®cution de lôagenda 

institutionnel de notre continent que mon pays, le 

Togo, sôest mobilis® tr¯s t¹t pour prendre une part 

active au processus qui a conduit à sa création. Des 

juristes et parlementaires togolais se sont, en effet, 

pleinement investis aux côtés de leurs collègues des 

autres pays pour apporter leur contribution aux 

travaux préparatoires qui ont débouché sur 

lôadoption du Protocole au Trait® instituant la 

Communauté économique africaine, relatif au 

Parlement panafricain. Le Togo fait également 

partie des onze premiers pays à avoir ratifié ce texte 

qui a donné naissance au Parlement panafricain. 

Côest vous dire combien que le Togo reste 

profondément attach® ¨ lôessor dôun Parlement 
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panafricain efficace, afin quôil soit non seulement 

lôun des rouages essentiels de la machine 

institutionnelle de notre continent, mais quôil 

devienne véritablement un outil de dialogue entre 

les peuples du continent, un outil au service du 

d®veloppement, de la d®mocratie et de lô£tat de 

droit. 

Mesdames et Messieurs les membres du Parlement 

panafricain, 

Cela fait bientôt une décennie que vous êtes à 

lôîuvre. Votre mission est exaltante, mais je sais que 

votre t©che nôest pas toujours aisée. 

La mise en place des organes pr®vus par lôActe 

constitutif de lôUnion africaine est certes un 

chantier qui avance, mais non sans difficultés. 

Pour ceux qui sont d®j¨ en place, comme côest le cas 

pour le Parlement panafricain, le défi majeur 

consiste à assurer leur fonctionnement optimal, afin 

quôils puissent v®ritablement contribuer ¨ la pleine 

réalisation des objectifs qui justifient leur création. 

Pour ce qui est du cas spécifique du Parlement 

panafricain, vos rapports périodiques soulignent, à 

juste titre, des problèmes matériels récurrents qui se 

traduisent par de faibles taux de participation aux 

diff®rentes sessions organis®es au cours de lôann®e. 

Nos États qui attendent beaucoup du Parlement 

panafricain sont sensibles à cette situation. La mise 

à la disposition du Parlement panafricain de moyens 

adéquats pour son fonctionnement optimal est un 

défi collectif, et il est temps que des mécanismes 

soient mis en place pour y remédier de la manière la 

plus appropriée. 

Mais lôune des questions fondamentales qui revient 

sur le devant de la sc¯ne, dôann®e en ann®e, côest 

bien celle des prérogatives qui doivent revenir au 

Parlement panafricain. 

Apr¯s presquôune d®cennie dôexp®rience, la 

question mérite toute notre attention. 

Jusquô¨ ce jour, le Parlement panafricain a été 

confiné dans un rôle consultatif, et il est bien 

légitime que ceux qui y siègent au nom des peuples 

africains aspirent à un rôle plus affirmé. Cette 

aspiration est dôailleurs conforme ¨ la vocation du 

Parlement panafricain, telle que prévue par les 

textes. Lôobjectif ultime qui lui est assign® est de 

devenir à terme une institution dotée des pleins 

pouvoirs sur le plan législatif, et dont les membres 

sont élus au suffrage universel direct. 

Mais les m°mes textes ne conf¯rent pour lôinstant au 

Parlement panafricain quôun r¹le consultatif, et 

laissent aux États membres le soin de changer cette 

situation par un amendement du Protocole au Traité 

instituant la Communauté économique africaine, 

relatif au Parlement panafricain. 

Cette conception évolutive des prérogatives du 

Parlement panafricain est sans doute lôexpression 

de la sagesse et du réalisme des pères fondateurs de 

notre Union. 

En se gardant de tout dogmatisme et en laissant à 

lôinstance supr°me de d®cision au niveau 

continental, côest-à-dire, la Conférence des Chefs 

dô£tats et de gouvernements, le soin de renforcer, le 

moment venu, les prérogatives du Parlement, les 

pères fondateurs de notre Union ont prémuni 

lôUnion africaine contre les risques qui sont 

susceptibles dôentraver pr®cocement le bon 

fonctionnement des organes de notre Union, et donc 

de freiner le moteur de lôint®gration africaine. 

Malgr® nos aspirations ¨ lôunit® et ¨ la coh®sion, 

force est de constater que lôAfrique reste encore une 

mosaµque de peuples. LôAfrique est multiple et sa 

diversité ne peut être une richesse que si nous 

parvenions à transcender les particularismes hérités 

de lôhistoire pour les mettre au service des politiques 

et des objectifs communs de lôUnion africaine. 

Je demeure, pour ma part, convaincu que tout est 

une question de temps et quô¨ lôinstar du Parlement 

panafricain, tous les organes de notre Union 

exerceront à terme, avec plénitude, les prérogatives 

quôil sied de leur conf®rer pour quôils ®pousent la 

marche inexorable de lôAfrique vers le progr¯s. 

Au demeurant, il vous appartient aussi à vous, 

Mesdames et Messieurs les membres du Parlement 

panafricain, dôimprimer le bon rythme au processus 

devant déboucher sur le renforcement des 

prérogatives de votre Institution, en exprimant avec 

force et conviction, chaque fois que lôoccasion se 

pr®sente, vos vues sur les grands enjeux de lôheure. 

Durant les neuf premières années du Parlement 

panafricain, jôai not® la part active que vous avez 

prise dans le positionnement de lôUnion africaine ¨ 

travers des débats riches sur des sujets de grande 

importance tels que la crise financière, les 

changements climatiques, lôimmigration, la paix et 

la sécurité, etc. À chacune de ces occasions, le 

travail que vous avez accompli a contribué à 

démontrer le degré de maturité auquel est parvenue 

notre Assemblée, en dépit des difficultés qui ont 

jalonné son parcours. 
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Mais le Parlement panafricain peut bien faire 

davantage. Voix des peuples du continent, votre 

Institution a toutes les cartes en main pour jouer 

pleinement le rôle de courroie de transmission entre 

les populations africaines dans leur immense 

diversit® et les autres organes dirigeants de lôUnion 

africaine. Un Parlement panafricain actif et qui joue 

pleinement son rôle est un gage de proximité avec 

les citoyens de notre continent. 

Je vous engage dans cette perspective à retourner 

sur le terrain chaque fois que lôoccasion vous en est 

donn®e, pour vous mettre ¨ lô®coute de lôAfrique 

profonde, de lôAfrique des humbles qui, quoi quôon 

puisse en dire, nourrissent des attentes précises vis-

à-vis du processus dôint®gration de notre continent 

dont ils veulent être des acteurs à part entière. 

Ces attentes communes sont dôautant plus profondes 

que les populations perçoivent le processus 

dôint®gration ¨ lô®chelle des sous-régions et du 

continent comme un moyen de réparer les blessures 

de lôhistoire qui a s®par® ¨ lôaveuglette et ®loign® 

par des frontières artificielles des peuples jadis 

intimement liés. 

Monsieur le Président du Parlement panafricain, 

Mesdames et Messieurs les membres du Parlement 

panafricain, 

Distingués invités, 

Mesdames et Messieurs, 

À lôheure de la mondialisation et de 

lôinterd®pendance, le Parlement panafricain se doit 

dô°tre ¨ la hauteur de lôesp®rance quôil suscite sur 

lôensemble du continent. Pour y parvenir, il doit 

nouer et développer des partenariats stratégiques et 

sôinspirer des exemples de r®ussite en mati¯re 

dôint®gration r®gionale. 

Je me réjouis à cet égard du partenariat que le 

Parlement panafricain entretient depuis quelques 

années avec le Parlement européen et qui lui permet 

de construire progressivement son architecture 

institutionnelle et de contribuer au raffermissement 

de la coop®ration avec lôEurope en favorisant un 

dialogue de haut niveau sur des questions clefs, 

telles que la promotion de la paix et la sécurité, la 

gouvernance économique et le respect des droits 

humains [Micro éteint]. 

Monsieur le Président du Parlement panafricain, 

Mesdames et Messieurs, 

Je voudrais également saluer le Président du 

Parlement Arabe dans cette salle. LôUnion africaine 

et les pays arabes entretiennent des rapports très 

étroits depuis plusieurs années.  

Merci de votre présence, Monsieur le Président ». 

Monsieur le Président,  

Voil¨ donc le message du Chef de lô£tat togolais que 

jôai eu lôhonneur de vous transmettre chez vous. 

Vous savez très bien son engagement pour la cause 

africaine. Il demeure un fils av®r® de lôAfrique, vou® 

au développement de notre continent. 

Merci, Monsieur le Président, 

Mesdames et Messieurs, je vous remercie.  

(Applaudissements) 

 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much Your 

Excellency.  

Please another round of applause for His Excellency, 

the Prime Minister of Togo. 

Let me, on behalf of the Bureau and the Members of 

the Pan African Parliament invite His Excellency to 

receive from us a gift on behalf of the Parliament. 

This is from the Members of the Bureau and 

Members of Pan African Parliament in 

commemoration of your visit to our parliament on 

the occasion of the opening of the Third Session of 

the Third Parliament of the Pan African Parliament.  

S.E.M. KWESI SÉLÉAGODJI AHOOMEY -

ZUNU [PREMIER MINISTRE DE LA 

RÉPUBLIQUE DU TOGO] :  Côest un cadeau que 

je reçois au nom du Président de la République et 

pour lui.  

Merci à vous tous, Mesdames et Messieurs du 

Parlement panafricain. 

THE PRESIDENT: Your Excellency Prime 

Minister of Togo, Your Excellencies special invited 

guests, Your Excellencies Members of Bureau of the 

Pan African Parliament, my dear Colleagues Hon. 

Members of the Pan African Parliament, 

distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, may I now call 

upon the Hounorable Roger Nkodo Dang, the First 

Vice President of the Pan African Parliament to give 

a vote of thanks.  
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HON. ROGER NKODO DANG [PREMIER 

VICE -PRÉSIDENT DU PARLEMENT 

PANAFRICAIN]  : 

Excellence Monsieur le Premier Ministre de la 

République togolaise, représentant personnel de Son 

Excellence Monsieur Faure Essozimna 

GNASSINGBE, Président de la République du 

Togo, 

Leurs Excellences Mesdames, Messieurs les 

Présidents des Parlements nationaux et des fora 

parlementaires sous-régionaux, 

Monsieur le Vice-ministre des Affaires étrangères 

de la R®publique dôAfrique du Sud,  

Leurs Excellences Mesdames, Messieurs les Hauts 

Commissaires et les représentants des Organisations 

internationales accréditées en Afrique du Sud,  

Le Parlement panafricain ï le Bureau, lôensemble 

des députés ainsi que le personnel du Secrétariat 

général ï est très honoré par votre présence massive, 

ici ce jour, preuve du soutien inconditionnel que 

vous attachez ¨ lôunit® de lôAfrique et ¨ la devise du 

Parlement, je cite : « Une Afrique, Une Voix ».  

Considérant lôaccueil et lôhospitalit® que lôAfrique 

du Sud ne cesse dôapporter ¨ nos invit®s sp®ciaux et 

à nous-mêmes parlementaires ; 

Considérant les lourdes responsabilités qui sont les 

vôtres au niveau de vos États et auprès du pays 

dôaccueil dont vous êtes les représentants et qui 

conditionnent le seul intérêt qui est de sortir 

lôAfrique du fardeau des maux dont elle souffre ; 

Afrique, continent le plus riche, mais continent de la 

maladie, de la faim, de lôimmigration massive et la 

pauvreté où nous perdons les bras forts ; 

Considérant que lôunit® de lôAfrique passe par les 

efforts que les uns et les autres fournissent pour le 

bien-être des peuples africains ; 

Le Parlement panafricain exprime une profonde 

gratitude à Son Excellence Monsieur le Président de 

la République togolaise pour son représentant de 

haut niveau, ici, Son Excellence Monsieur le 

Premier Ministre. 

Nous vous prions de bien vouloir lui transmettre 

notre attachement et notre respect aux institutions 

quôil incarne, si heureusement, pour lôint®r°t du 

Togo en particulier et de lôAfrique de mani¯re 

générale. 

Nos remerciements sôadressent ®galement ¨ tous ce 

qui, en dépit de leurs occupations, ont laissé et ont 

effectué le déplacement au siège de notre Parlement, 

ici, à Midrand.  

Soyez remerciés infiniment pour votre geste de 

soutien de solidarité.    

Enfin, nous prions le Tout Puissant quôIl vous 

ramène dans vos domiciles respectifs pour que vive 

lôAfrique, vive le Parlement panafricain. 

Merci !  

Gracias ! 

Obrigado !  

Thank you !  

Asante ! 

Salam ! 

Shukran !     

 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. I now 

call on the Clerk of Parliament to make some house-

keeping announcements. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THE CLERK:  I thank you, Honourable President. 

After the adjournment of the sitting, there will be a 

photo session. However, owing to the weather, 

Honourable Members who are participating in the 

photo session will be requested to come to this side 

where we received the guest of honour. They will 

come into in the circle next to this other door. We 

are not going eat in the usual place.  

Secondly, there will be a luncheon for Members of 

Parliament inside the restaurant that belongs to the 

Parliament. There will also be a luncheon for the 

VIPs. The guests who are inside the Chamber, who 

were invited by the President, can have lunch with 

him.  

I thank you. 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. 

Honourable Members, we have now come to the end 

of our business for today and, therefore, this House 

stands adjourned until tomorrow, Tuesday, 22nd 

October, 2013 at 09 Oôclock in the morning. 
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I thank you. 

-------------------- 

The House accordingly adjourned at 1223 hours 

until 0900 hours on Tuesday, 22 October, 2013 

-------------------- 

 

REPORT OF THE  PAN-AFRICAN 

PARLIAMENT  

 

Third Session of the Third Parliament 

_________ 

 

Tuesday, 22 October, 2013 

 

The House met at 09.08 am 

 

[The President in the Chair] 

 

A Moment of Silence for Prayers or Meditation 

was observed 

__________ 

 

THE PRESIDENT: Please, be seated. 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR  

THE PRESIDENT: Honourable Members, I have 

heard telephones ring while we are in session. May 

I still appeal that Rule 40(h) of our rules of 

procedure requires all our telephones to be switched 

off or, at least, on silent while we are having our 

sessions. 

Honourable Members, our guest speaker on todayôs 

topic, His Excellency Mr. Erastus Mwencha, the 

Deputy Chairperson of the African Union 

Commission, is on his way here but he has been 

slightly held up in traffic. So, he is just arriving and 

I, therefore, crave your indulgence. I will give him a 

few minutes to come in the Chamber.  

 I thank you.  

HIS EXCELLENCY MR. ERASTUS 

MWENCHA [DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF 

THE AFRICAN UNION COMMISSION]: 

Thank you, the Honourable Mr President of the Pan 

African Parliament, Honourable Members of the 

Pan African Parliament, Your Excellencies, ladies 

and gentlemen. 

Thank you, Mr President, for this opportunity to 

address this august House on matters relating to our 

continental integration and financing of our union. 

As you are well aware, this year commemorates the 

50th anniversary of the founding of the Organisation 

of African Unity/ African Union (OAU/AU). 

This occasion has given us some sense of pride, as 

Africans, to see how far we have come from the 

continent that was once perceived as the ñDark 

Continentò to one that is now looked at with a lot of 

hope and expectation. We pay tribute to our 

founding fathers and mothers for their supreme 

sacrifice that liberated us and for bequeathing us 

with a continental framework for unity and 

development.  

It also gives us some opportunity to reflect on the 

challenges that have impacted the trajectory of the 

continentôs growth and introspection to make us to 

ask very difficult questions. ñDid we do enough? 

Could we have done more?ò. More importantly, the 

occasion has provided us with a renewed purpose to 

focus on the energies of the future. Thus, the theme 

ñPan Africanism and the African Renaissanceò has 

been the clarion call for the celebrations of our 50th 

Anniversary. 

However, we have to bear in mind the vision 

embedded in the theme and the vision of our fathers 

who laid down their lives so that we could be free. 

The vision of ñan integrated, prosperous and 

peaceful Africa driven by its own citizens and 

representing a dynamic force in the global arena.ò 

This vision cannot be achieved without unity of 

purpose. You, as members of both our national and 

continental Parliaments, respectively, have a 

singularly important role to play. Mr President, that 

Africa is the next frontier of development is now a 

common theme. Africa provides huge market 

opportunities. It is fast becoming urbanised with the 

number of people living in the cities estimated to 

reach 50 per cent by 2030, larger than India. Six out 

of the ten fastest growing economies in the world are 

in Sub-Saharan Africa and, over the past decade, 

about a third of fifty-four States have consistently 

seen about 6 per cent growth rates in Africa. 
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Africa is slowly but surely becoming more stable 

politically and economically. Most countries have 

adopted pragmatic economic policies. Our external 

debt over the last decade has reduced from over 60 

per cent, in 1998, to just over 25 per cent in 2007. 

This phenomenon was part of Africaôs performance 

which was better than most regions in the world in 

the wake of the global economic crisis that engulfed 

the entire world economy. 

Though moving at different paces across the 

continent, political reforms are under way and have 

led to increased political stability. The number of 

unconstitutional governmental changes has reduced 

significantly as compared to the 1980s and 1990s. 

Conflicts are gradually being resolved and African 

countries, through the AU Peace and Security 

Mechanism and Support Operations, are taking on 

greater responsibility for peace on the continent. 

African dependency on mineral income is also 

gradually decreasing fueled by new developments 

like rapid urbanisation; an educated and expanding 

middle class; an expanding private sector; increased 

access to and innovative use of digital wireless 

technology; economic liberalisation and policy 

reforms; easier access to credit; and greater inward 

investments in infrastructure and capital projects. 

Africa has now the youngest population and will 

soon have the worldôs largest workforce. By the end 

of this decade, the workforce will increase by over 

160 million and by 2050, one in four of the worldôs 

workforce will be an African. The middle class, 

estimated at over 300 million, is still growing. 

Mr President and Members of Parliament, as good 

as this sounds, it also highlights the challenges that 

we face in converting these potentials into 

developmental dividends for our people. As part of 

the continental leadership entrusted with the future 

of our continent, we need to ask ourselves ñAre we 

doing enough to ensure that the future entrusted to 

us becomes a reality?ò After five decades of 

independence, we are still politically and 

economically fragmented. We still operate as fifty-

four small markets instead of one continental 

market. On the world stage, where as fifty-four 

States we constitute the largest political block from 

any continent, we are often marginalised because we 

are unable to unite as one integrated body. We 

cannot continue to play victim and blame our woes 

on colonial heritage. 

The question that we ask is: Have we done enough 

to change this situation? We can change the scenario 

that obtains in Africa where, for example, less than 

2.5 per cent of world trade in non-oil and non-

mineral exports is even lower at an estimation of less 

than 1 per cent since 1992. We can change the 

situation that obtains in Africa. We have the highest 

export product concentration of any continent. We 

continue to rely on primary commodity exports 

mainly to the European Union, the United States of 

America and China perpetuating a cycle of 

dependency on these external economies. We can 

change the level of intra-African trade which now 

stands at 12 per cent as compared to what obtains in 

other parts of the world like North America which 

has 40 per cent and Western Europe at 60 per cent.  

Yes, as compared to other regions, African markets 

and borders are fragmented and difficult to navigate 

which makes the emergence of regionally-integrated 

industries and supply chains very difficult. The high 

cost of moving goods and services across 

continental borders leads to poor competitiveness 

and encourages Africa to look to foreign markets 

instead of exporting to the huge intra-African market 

and exploiting the intra-African potential. 

The absence of a viable continentally accepted 

financial framework for institutional international 

trade and a poor infrastructural connectivity in terms 

of air, road and marine and Information and 

Communications Technology (ICT) all create 

situations where it is often more economical to 

export raw materials than to process them to finished 

goods here in Africa. 

It is within our reach, for instance, to achieve a 

roaming facility within the continent without any 

financial outlays. All that is required is political will 

and the decision for us to move in that direction. Of 

course, there is no secret that in the 21st Century, 

fifty years after independence, it is often much easier 

to travel to some parts of Africa through western 

capitals than from one African country to another.  

Although we all belong to one continent and union, 

immigration regulations, visa requirements and 

differences in border controls consistently hinder the 

free movement of persons, goods and services from 

one country to another. Despite the potential to 

provide the world with highly skilled workforce, 

weak human capacity development remains a 

challenge which continually constrains the 

sustainability of growth, development and 

integration into the global economy. 

The experiences of the Asian tigers that do not have 

significant  mineral resource endowments and yet 

have achieved rapid and stupendous growth and 

development as a result of massive investment in 
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skills and institutional development is a clear 

testimony that capacity is critical to integration and 

development. 

Mr President, the challenges that Africa faces are 

many and often vary from country to country. 

However, in the context of globalisation, there is no 

doubt that we all must work together to tackle the 

issue of peace and security; the promotion of intra-

Africa trade; the rational exploitation and utilisation 

of our natural resources; the provision of 

infrastructure to enable growth; and the 

empowerment of women and youth. This is the only 

way in which to achieve optimum benefits from the 

wealth and talent that abounds in the continent. 

Fortunately, the discussions on the integration have 

evolved progressively and, today, the question is 

how and not why. Whichever way the debate goes 

on institutional challenges, arrangements, 

modalities and timeframe for the union, the 

underlying essence of regional economic co-

operation and integration for Africaôs future will 

remain. 

 

One thing though that I am sure we all agree with is 

that regional and continental integration is 

imperative for Africa to meet its development 

challenges and to overcome the limitations of 

Africaôs small fragmented economies as well as 

giving it a greater say in the management of global 

economic and political affairs. 

 

To achieve this desirable objective, Africa must 

demonstrate its readiness to pool our sovereignty. 

We really need to act together. Without 

demonstrated political will and a commitment to 

integrate, this will be impossible. Without the active 

engagement of our national Parliaments, such a 

commitment may never be practically articulated. 

 

Therefore, in order to transform the huge potential 

that is in Africa, we must all re-dedicate ourselves to 

African integration. The strides made by African 

economies in achieving economic growth must be 

accompanied by efforts to boost long-term 

competitiveness if the continent is to ensure 

sustainable improvements in living standards. This 

can only be achieved if we pool our efforts together.  

 

Operating as fifty-four States, Africa cannot hope to 

optimise its potential and will remain uncompetitive. 

The African Competitive Report 2013, which 

assessed prospects for sustainable growth of thirty-

eight African countries, warns that it is urgent for 

Africa to take steps to increase competitiveness or 

jeopardise future growth. Without integration, it 

would be difficult to increase our competitiveness 

and without your advocacy and efforts as our 

legislators, both continentally and nationally, this 

ideal may never be achieved. 

 

Integration will also open up space to boost intra-

African trade and infrastructure development. It will 

reduce the cost of doing business in Africa for both 

Africans and international investors. It will boost 

investments by providing a ready and accessible 

market. Talking about intra-African trade, this is one 

aspect where the Chairperson of the African Union 

Commission, Her Excellency Dr Dlamini-Zuma 

indicated that as the Pan African Parliament, time 

has come that you should be given a mandate not 

only to develop a continental framework for 

facilitating trade, but also developing the agenda for 

trade in the continent. This cannot be left to our 

national and individual Parliaments. 

It will ensure more efficient exploitation of our 

natural resources, energy production and 

distribution across the continent. It will give rise to 

new home-grown financial products to facilitate 

cross-border trade and ensure the dividends stay in 

Africa. It is, therefore, only through integration that 

Africa can achieve more cost effective application of 

ICT technologies and overcome the digital and 

knowledge divide that is currently separating us 

from the North. 

Mr President, this is a call for the building of strong 

institutions in the Pan African Parliament should 

rightfully be at the forefront of this effort. At the 

developmental level, some of the practical steps that 

are being undertaken and need your urgent support 

are as follows: 

Boosting Intra-African trade 

This will involve the ultimate removal of all barriers 

that hinder the growth of trade between African 

States and will lead to establishment of our 

continental free trade area by 2017. 

The Programme for Infrastructure Development 

Mr President, the successful implementation of 

other programmes, namely the Programme for 

Infrastructure Development in Africa (PIDA) 

envisages the investment of close to US$68 billion 

over the next two decades to develop essential cross 
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continental infrastructure. This will facilitate value 

addition of Africaôs products and optimise 

development gains. I am sure we all know that 

through pure absence or unco-ordinated 

infrastructure network in Africa, Africa loses as 

much as 40 per cent of its global competitiveness. 

Imagine what would happen if we gained 30 per cent 

of the global competitiveness. It would boost more 

intra-African trade and also export of value-added 

products to the rest of the world. 

Comprehensive African Agricultural Development 

Programme 

Mr President, the implementation of the 

Comprehensive African Agricultural Development 

Programme popularly known as CAADP is designed 

to enhance food security to remove the dependence 

of Africa which has over half of the worldôs 

uncultivatable arable land that is not being utilised 

at the moment, and provide other continents with 

food. Though there has been an increase in public-

private financing in the agriculture sector, 

agricultural losses are forecasted to result in the loss 

of between 2 and 7 per cent of GDP, and by 2050, 

average crop yield could decline by as much as 50 

per cent due to climate change which is another 

challenge that we must confront continentally as 

well as globally. 

Other initiatives like the Campaign for Accelerated 

Reduction of Maternal Mortality in Africa 

(CARMMA), the Pan African University and 

Developmental Architectures like the African Peace 

and Security Architecture (APSA) and the African 

Governance Architecture (AGA) are all part of 

Africaôs integration and development agenda and a 

wider effort for strengthening continental 

institutions.  

We acknowledge that over the last ten years since 

our transformation, there has been enhanced 

institutional framework. We have seen 

improvements. However, there are still challenges 

that peace and security and the fight against 

terrorism continue to pose. Just on this one point, we 

have, of course, not only seen improved governance 

but new challenges that emerge, for instance, from 

electoral processes that also provide challenges from 

internationally-linked terrorism just as the recent 

one that we witnessed in Kenya and what we also 

continue to see, for instance, in the Sahel that is 

becoming very complex and requires that Africa 

needs to interrogate the tools that we have and also 

come up with mechanisms that can address these 

new and very complex challenges.  

Mr President, the full and successful implementation 

of all these programmes requires resources. Without 

a meaningful continental strategy for generating 

domestic resources for development, this cannot be 

achieved. Even more importantly, without the 

commitment and support of member States to 

shoulder the cost of integration, this will not be 

achieved. Currently, the trends do not appear 

sustainable and there is need for us to intensify the 

search for alternative sources of funding. 

Mr President, that brings me to the reflection of the 

2014 Budget. For 2014, the Assembly of Heads of 

State and Government of our union has approved a 

total of US$308,048,376. This represents 9.81 per 

cent increase over the 2013 Budget and 2.59 per cent 

increase in the assessed contribution of member 

States. 

 

The main components of the Budget are Operational 

Costs at US$137.9 million and the Programmes 

Budget at US$ 170 million. I should underline here 

that this Budget only constitutes that intervention in 

which, as a union, we act collectively and excludes 

the national component that will also contribute to 

the regional integration agenda as already articulated 

from what we have just said above.  

The distribution by organs of the programme Budget 

is as follows: 

(a)  African Union Commission 

(including NEPAD) - 40.7 per cent 

(b) Other organs, including the Pan 

African Parliament - 12.7 per cent 

(c) Special Projects - 7.5 per cent 

(d) Pass through Fund - 28.1 per cent 

(e) Technical Assistance which is 

provided directly by some of our 

development partners accounts 

for 11.7 per cent, bringing us to 

the total of the said US$ 308, 

048,376 

This Budget, as you are well aware, has already been 

approved by the summit and, for the first time, in AU 

budgeting, a funding gap of US$78,185,573 was 

determined and the commission was tasked to 

explore options for filling the gap. This is being done 

through reprioritisation and consultations with 

organs, member States and partners. 

A significant portion of the Programme Budget is 

funded by partners and the implications are obvious. 
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In fact, on the Programme Budget, the contribution 

from development partners is as high as 90 per cent. 

The implications, as I said earlier, are obvious: over-

dependency on partners, priority distortions, 

insecurity of funding and subjecting our future to 

partnersô conditionalities. These are just the most 

obvious ones.  

The question is not just about the money. It is also 

about our commitment to integration. Are we serious 

enough about Africaôs integration to invest in it or 

are we ready to leave external investors to dictate the 

terms on which we integrate? This is the crux of the 

matter. 

This makes the union vulnerable and dependent on 

partners, leads to compromised ownership of our 

continental programme and to priority distortions. 

Current trends in global financial circles clearly 

indicate that this situation is not sustainable and, 

sooner than later, Africa will have to look at 

domestic options for funding its development 

agenda. 

It is in this regard that we at the commission would 

like to work closely with you to help explore 

alternative sources of funding. This will ensure 

access to adequate, predictable and assured funding. 

It will reduce dependency and vulnerability to 

partners and strengthen programme ownership. 

As you are well aware, at the last summit, the Heads 

of State and Government took some significant 

decisions to look at this situation. These include the 

need to explore options following from the Report 

of Eminent Persons chaired by President Obasanjo 

on Alternative Sources of Funding. 

 

Another innovation aimed at achieving this agenda 

is the authorisation by the summit for the formation 

of an African Union Fund for voluntary 

contributions to mobilise private sector support for 

funding of the integration agenda. This funding can 

also come from those governments that may be 

ready to fund designated continental projects or 

programmes but will only be run as a trust fund. 

Currently, consultations are on-going with a wide 

scope of stakeholders  from Africa and elsewhere to 

establish a US$2 billion endowment fund to be 

called the African Foundation to support specific 

development initiatives across Africa. 

As the world comes up with the post-2015 agenda, 

we must develop our own agenda. Consultations are 

currently under way to develop Africaôs blueprint 

for integration and development over the next fifty 

years. We hope and trust that as Members of 

Parliament, you will devote some time to debate and 

come up with a vision of where Africa should be in 

the next fifty years because the 2063 Agenda is a 

continental one and there is provision already made 

and arrangements provided for consultations with all 

stakeholders.  

We believe that you will also be involved those 

consultations if this Parliament can also devote some 

time to debate the 2063 Agenda. These initiatives 

can only succeed if we are able to resolve the matter 

of dependency on external sources of funding.  

Mr President and Honourable Members of 

Parliament, the importance of your advocacy and 

legislative support for the implementation of these 

initiatives cannot be over exaggerated. We look 

forward to a time when Parliament will have a bigger 

role in developing, implementing and oversight of 

not only our Budget and key elements of our 

integration agenda but also designing, monitoring 

and implementing the integration itself. 

Your support, as Parliamentarians, will determine 

how Africa rises to the challenge of the future. 

Mr President, on this note, I once again wish to thank 

you and honourable members for this precious 

occasion. 

I thank you. 

Applause 

THE PRESIDENT: Honourable Colleagues, may 

we give another round of applause. 

Applause 

THE PRESIDENT: Honourable Members, I have, 

in front of me, a list of speakers and I will give three 

minutes for each intervention. 

 

HON. MEMBER:  Mr President, I have observed 

that there are two very important documents 

presented and I find it difficult to discuss the two 

documents in one intervention. Would it not be 

proper to separate the two so that we discuss the 

Agenda 2063 and then later discuss the Budget 

because the Budget is very, very important for us. 

So, I just want to seek your guidance on the matter.  

Thank you. 

 

THE PRESIDENT:  Yes, Honourable, is it on the 

same issue? 
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HON. MASTER GOYA (BOTSWANA):  Thank 

you, Mr President. I just rise to support the 

sentiments that have just been expressed by my 

colleague on that side and I think it is important that 

we separate these two issues, given that it is the first 

time that the AU Budget has been presented at the 

Pan African Parliament.  

I thank you, Mr President. 

 

THE PRESIDENT:  Honourable Colleagues, we 

have, on our list, thirty-three speakers who have 

expressed their intention to intervene and, going by 

that, it means that if we allocate three minutes to 

each speaker, we will be here way past the sitting 

period of our session. We, therefore, would like to 

request Members to try as much as possible to 

intervene within the allocated time. It is one 

presentation that has been made by our presenter 

and, hopefully, whenever one of the thirty-three 

speakers has already taken something up, others can 

leave that and discuss the other points. I am sure by 

the time we are done, in about two hours, we would 

have been able to conclusively intervene on this 

issue. I, therefore, invite the Honourable Mohamed 

Ali Foulieh from Djibouti to take the Floor. 

 

HON. MOHAMED ALI FOULIEH  

[DJIBOUTI]: Merci, Monsieur le Président, de 

môavoir donn® la parole. 

Je félicite le Vice-président de la Commission de 

nous avoir pr®sent® lôAgenda 2063 et le budget qui 

a ®t® adopt® par la Conf®rence des Chefs dô£tats.  

Jôaimerais tout simplement savoir un peu plus sur le 

programme de lôAgenda 2063. En effet, je ne vois 

pas la place qui a été réservée au Parlement 

panafricain.  

Je rel¯ve simplement que côest la Pr®sidente de la 

Commission de lôUnion africaine et dôautres organes 

tels que la Banque mondiale qui ont été mandatés.  

Je relève également que la Commission devrait 

consulter les experts techniques et la société civile, 

mais la place du Parlement dans lôAgenda 2063 nôest 

pas clarifiée.  

Donc, jôaimerais savoir quelle est la place qui a ®t® 

réservée au Parlement panafricain ? 

Je vous remercie.     

 

HON. THABANG LINUS KHOLUMO 

[LESOTHO]: Thank you Mr. President.  

Honourable Members, I am delighted to have an 

opportunity to have an input in todayôs important 

debate. 

Mr. President and Honourable Members, the 

presenter has rightly reminded us of our history. We 

know where we come from and we know how far. 

Regrettably, that part of our history is not our 

making. The world bears us witness here. We have 

come this far through thick and thin. Our forefathers 

and mothers fought wars to liberate Africa. We need 

not go back there. There are still, though, a lot of 

challenges such as poverty, malaria, AIDS, 

unemployment and, above all, division that was left 

by the colonisers. Hence while there is a need for a 

programme of action for Africa, we have to decide 

our future and the future of Africa. 

Mr. President, Honourable Members, Africa is 

endowed with a lot of resources and among them are 

its people who are us. This resource needs to be 

nurtured. We need to decide what kind of education 

we need that will equip us with skills to tackle our 

problems. We have to do away with colonial 

education, Mr. President, because we know it was 

not meant to improve us. We are united but divided. 

How many languages are we using in this House, Mr 

President? 

The African Union (AU) agreed way back that 

Kiswahili should be an African language but we are 

still using these many languages of the colonisers. 

Mr. President, my input is that we should agree, in 

this agenda that, among other things, Kiswahili 

should be introduced as one language that should be 

taught to standard ones in all African countries, 

starting from next year. 

Thank you. 

HON. DIKGANG PHILLIP MAKGALEMELE 

[BOTSWANA]: Thank you, Mr. President.  

Firstly, Mr. President, I want to thank the presenter 

for a very enlightening presentation. I want to 

associate myself with the proposal which has just 

been made by my colleague from Lesotho, 

Honourable Kholumo, on the issue of the need for 

us to have a common African language and being 

one of the people who speak a bit of Kiswahili, 

having studied in Tanzania during my earlier years, 

I can only support him.  I also Consider it  to be a 

fairly easy language to learn.   
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Mr President, I do agree with the sentiments of the 

presenter that we need to come up with an agenda 

for Intra-Africa Trade.  Trade, as we all know, has 

huge potential for employment creation and, also, 

for poverty eradication and I want to recommend 

that it be one of our resolutions that we will have an 

agenda robustly driven by the Pan African 

Parliament on Intra-African Trade.  I am hoping that, 

Mr President, you will be able to designate one of 

your Vice-Presidents to help us lead in the process.  

I happen to chair the Committee on Trade, Customs 

and Immigration Matters and I can assure this House 

that my committee remains fully committed to 

seeing the realisation of the Intra-African Trade.   

I also want to support the presenterôs proposal that 

there is need for us to come up with alternative 

sources of funding within the AU.  I believe we have 

adequate expertise and resources within Africa 

which can be repackaged to actually finance the 

work of the AU and the broader agenda for the 

development of Africa. However, I think, Mr 

President, as we look at how best we can broaden the 

alternative sources of funding, we must also look at 

how best we can enhance the oversight function of 

the PAP over the AU on the issue of resources. It is 

a positive development that, for the first time, the 

Budget, though belatedly, because it is already 

approved, is being presented to us. I think, Mr 

President, that we must look at the mechanisms we 

use in order to enforce financial discipline within our 

respective governments such as, for example the 

establishment of the Estimates Committee and the 

Public Accounts Committee. 

I thank you, Mr President 

 

HON. SUAD AL-FATIH AL BADAWI 

[SUDAN]: Thank you very much Mr President, Sir. 

I have some intervention on three or four things 

about this inspiring presentation which we have 

heard this morning. Everything is centred on 

priorities. 

I think we are not very serious about the real 

integration of Africa and this calls for putting down 

our priorities before anything else. I think our 

priority should be on the training of young people. 

Without training, we can go nowhere. People with 

little work to do will just go on talking as we are 

doing right now.  

Mr President, the importation of technology is 

another priority. We now import canned fruits and 

meat instead of spending our money on importing 

technology. 

Another priority should be aimed at finding 

mechanisms to combat unemployment. For most of 

us, unemployment is to find jobs for young people. 

I do not think this is the way. The way is to create 

opportunities, ways and means for our population, 

young men and women, to grow their food, weave 

their clothes and then look into other things. 

Another priority is to look at what we have inside 

Africa. Africa is a wealthy continent. Instead of 

finding people from outside to give us help, I think 

we have got enough to give, not to take.  

Finally, I want to draw our attention to and ask that 

we study the example of Japan. Wrecked as it was 

by the Second World War, and without any natural 

wealth, Japan is now leading. The example of Japan 

has to be studied very carefully. Japan, Malaysia, 

Germany, China and India all depended on 

themselves by looking inside themselves for 

development. 

I thank you.      

 

HON. MOHAMED GUIDJI [ALGERIA] Ϝ 

буϲϽЮϜ егϲϽЮϜ  бЃϠ 

̪̪̪ ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ 

  аϝвϒ ϣужϜϿугЮϜ иϻк ϢϽв Ьмц сЧтϽТцϒ ϸϝϳϦцϒ аϹЧт дϒ ЭугϮ ̰сІ

 ̪̪ ϽЦнгЮϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ Ϝϻк ̭ϝЏКϒ 

ϻк ϝзϳ͐УЋϦ ϝвϹзК ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ ̳йзг̵ϫж ̳ϙуІ Ϝϻкм ϣужϜϿугЮϜ и

 ̰ϣЯтϻк ϝкϹϯж сЧтϽТшϜ дϝгЮϽϡЯЮ ϝлзв ϣЋЋ̵ϷгЮϜ  ̯ϣЊϝ϶м ϣЋЋϷгЮϜ

 ЭЪ сТ ϝлϠ анЧт дϒ сЧтϽТшϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ рнзт сϧЮϜ ϤϝАϝЇзЮϜ ЭϠϝЧв  ̲ϜϹϮ

 ϝвϹзК ϣЊϝ϶м ϽЦнгЮϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ Ϝϻк ϤϜϼмϸ ̭ϝзϪϒм ϝзк пЮϖ сϦϝж ϢϽв

 ЌнлзЮϜ ЭϮϜ ев ϢϽв ЭЪ сТ ϭвϜϽϡЮϜ ϽГΗЃж дϝϯЯЪ еϳж днЫж

 иϻк ХуϡГϦ аϹЛϠ ϙϮϝУϧж ϣвϸϝЧЮϜ ϢϽгЮϜ сТ ϝззΖЫЮ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ Ϝϻк ϤϝАϝЇзϠ

 ев ̯ϜϺϜ ϢϹϚϝУЮϜ ϝгТ  ϭвϜϽϡЮϜ  иϻлЮ ЭтнгϧЮϜ ЉЧж ϣϯϳϠ ЩЮϺм ϭвϜϽϡЮϜ

 ϣУуЎϜ дϜ Ϲтϼ̳ϒ Ͻ϶ϐ ̭сІ ̯ϝЏтϜ  Шϝзк ЁуϚϽЮϜ /ϹуЃЮϜ ϭвϜϽϡЮϜ иϻк

 ЙϡГЮϝϠ ϢϽТнϧв ϽуОм ϣуТϝЪ ϽуО ЭгЛЮϜ ЭϚϝЂнТ ЭгЛЮϜ ЭϚϝЂнϠ ХЯЛϧт

Ϝ ϣгϮϽϧЮϜ  ̯ыϫв дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ Ϝϻк сТ еуужϝгЮϽϡЪ ϝзвϝлв ϣтϸϓϧЮ сТϝЫЮ

  ϣуϠϽЛЮϜ ϣПЯЮϜ сТ ХϚϝϪнЮϝϠ ХЯЛϧтϝгуТ ̯ϣЊϝ϶ ̯ϜϹϮ ϣуϚϸϽЮϜм ϣЫуЪϽЮϜ

 ̯ϝжϝуϲϜ Шϝзк  ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ ϤϝІϼнЮϜ ЉϷт ϝгуТ ϣгϮϽϧЮϜ ̯ϝЏтϜ Шϝзк

  ϝϧжϝЗϲыв ЭЂϽж  сЫЮ еугϮϽϧгЮϜ пϧϲ ев ϣгϮϽϧЯЮ ХϚϝϪнЮϜ иϻк Ϲϯжъ

пЮϜ  ϤϝЗϲыв рϹзК  ϞнЛЇЮϜ СЯϧϷв евм ЬмϹЮϜ СЯϧϷв ев ϝзжϜн϶Ϝ

 бЫЮ Эк  ЌϽЛЮϜ Ϝϻк ϝзЮ аϹЦ рϻЮϜ ϹуЃЮϜ пЯК ϝлϲϽАϜ дϜ Ϲтϼ̳ϒ ϣЯϛЂϜм

 ЭϮϜ ев ϝлϦϝЧϳϧЃв ЙТϹϦ бЮ сϧЮϜ ЬмϹЮϜ ск ев ϝзЮ ϜнвϹЧϦ дϜ рϹуЂ

 ϣЛϡϧгЮϜ ϣЧтϽГЮϜ ск ϝвм сЧтϽТъϜ ϸϝϳϦъϜ  ϼϜϽгϧЂϜ сТ ϣгкϝЃгЮϜ

в Эу϶ϜϹв ϿтϿЛϧЮ   ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ ̯ϜϽЫІм  сЧтϽТъϜ ϸϝϳϦъϜ ϣужϜϿу  

 

HON. CHIEF FORTUNE CHARUMBIRA 

[ZIMBABWE]: Thank you, Mr President.  
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I also thank the Deputy Chairperson of the African 

Union Commission His Excellency Mwencha for 

the good presentation and thank him for appearing 

so many times at the Pan African Parliament to share 

what is happening at the AU. Now, I have two 

points. The first comment is on the issue of the 

Agenda 2063. Listening to the presentation by 

Deputy Chairperson Mwencha on the issues of value 

addition, lack of economic integration in Africa, 

poverty, poor trade and the rest, you will note, as you 

are aware, that we have been lamenting on these 

issues for probably more than seventy, eighty or 

even 100 years. They are actually older than the AU 

itself or even the OAU. So, it means, maybe, that our 

approach has not been the appropriate one and I am 

convinced that Africa is not able to deliver in terms 

of performance and uplifting the livelihoods of its 

people because, I think that, as Africans, we have not 

been authentic.  

The African countries have not been authentic. We 

talk of an African Agenda but we do not have 

African values. We do not have an African 

springboard that can make us craft a good course and 

drive that agenda as Africans. Now, unless we come 

back to the basics, to the root causes of the problem, 

all these are symptoms of some root causes. One 

speaker mentioned education. I do agree that it is the 

type of mind or mindset, mind frameworks that are 

wrong for us in Africa.  

Commenting on the budget, Mr Mwencha, since you 

ascended to the AU, you are aware that, as the Pan 

African Parliament, we have been complaining 

about low levels of funding for our programmes. 

This has been mentioned. We now tend to be 

funding sittings of the Parliament and the 

committees only. We need to get more money in so 

that we are actually oriented, do fact finding 

missions and be able to provide quality and timely 

advice as well as recommendations to the AU.  

I thank you. 

 

HON. MOHAMED YOUSIF ABDULLAH 

[SUDAN] Ϝ  бЃϠ буϮϽЮϜ егϲϽЮ 

̪̪ ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ ϜϽЫІ 

  дϝгЮϽϡЯЮ йϧужϜϿугϠ аϝЛЮϜ Ϝϻк сЧтϽТъϜ ϸϝϳϦъϜ аϹЧϧт дϝϠ ̯ϜϹϮ ϹуЛЂ

 ϢϹкϝЛгЯЮ ЁЂнгЮϜ  ЬнЫϦϽϡЮϜ РϜϹкϜ ев ϣϫЮϝϫЮϜ ϢϸϝгЯЮ̯ ъϝгКϖ сЧтϽТъϜ

 ϝуЧтϽТϜ ангК дϝгЮϽϠ дϓЇϠ  ϣуЧтϽТъϜ ϣтϸϝЋϧЦъϜ ϣКϝгϯЯЮ ϣЃЂнгЮϜ

 Ϝϻк аϹЦ рϻЮϜ ЭувϿЯЮ ЬнЧж пЮϜ ϝзϦϝуϳϦ ЭЧжϜ йЮ ЬнЧжм иϽЫЇж ϼϝАъϜ

 ϱуϳЋЮϜ иϝϯϦъϜ сТ ЭгЛт ̭ϜϹϠ сЧтϽТъϜ ϸϝϳϦъϜ дϓϠ сЧтϽТъϜ ϸϝϳϦъϜ

 : сϦϝЧуЯЛϦ Ьмϒ 

1-  НЯϡт ϣуЯуПЇϧЮϜϣужϜϿугЮϜ ϿϯК дϒ11 днуЯв834  еуϧЂм СЮϜ ϣϧЂм

 нϳж ̭ϝЏКъϜ ЬмϹЮϜ  ϣгкϝЃв ϣужϜϿув НЯϡϦ ЩЮϻЪ . Ϝ̯ϼъмϸ41%  ев

ЫЮϜ ϣужϜϿугЮϜ ̭ϝЪϽЇЮϜ пЯК ϢϽуϡЪ ϣϡЃзϠ ϹгϧЛϦм суЦϽТъϜ ϸϝϳϦыЮ ϣуЯ

ϣϡЃзϠ59 %  сЧтϽТъϜ ϸϝϳϦъϜ ϢϹКϝЃгЮ  ϣуЯгК ϤϝϲϽϧЧв аϹЦ̳ϒ ϝжϒ

: ЬмъϜ ϰϜϽϧЦъϜ ФϾϓгЮϜ Ϝϻк ев ϬмϽϷЯЮ-  ̭ϝЏКъϜ ЬмϹЮϜ ϹтϿϦ дϒ

 ϣϡЃзϠ ϣвϸϝЧЮϜ ЁгϷЮϜ ϤϜнзЃЮϜ Ьы϶ ϝлϦϝгкϝЃв20%  . ϝтнзЂ  

: ̯ϝужϝϪ-  ϝϳϦъϜ аϹЧϧтϜ дϜ ангК дϝгЮϽϡЮ ϣϧужϜϿугϠ ЭуЊϝУϧϠ  сЧтϽТъϜ ϸ

 ϤϝтнЮмϜ пЮϜ ϽЗзЮϜм ЭуПЇϧЮϜ ϤϝужϜϿув ϤϝтнЮмϜ пЮϜ ϽЗзЯЮ ϝуЧтϽТϜ

:  ϣϫЮϝϫЮϜ ϣгкϝЃгЮϜ  . ϭвϜϽϡЮϜ ϣужϜϿув-  ϸϝϳϦъϜ ϝлвϹЧт дϜ еЫгт сϧЮϜ

 ϝзЮмϹЮ свнЧЮϜ Э϶ϹЮϜ ев ϹтϿж ϩуϳϠ ϢϼϝϯϧЮϜ аϹϷϧЃт дϒ сЧтϽТъϜ

мϹЮϜ ϹКϝЃϦ сϧЮϜ ϢϼнЋЮϝϠ ϢϸϝтϿЮϜ ϒϹϡгϠ аϜϿϧЮъϜ пЯК ̭ϝЏКъϜ Ь

 ϝзЮмϸ еϳж ЭуЊϝУϧЮϜ ЍЛϠ сТ Э϶Ϲж дϜ еЫгт Ϝϻк сТ ϝжϒм . ϣтнзЃЮϜ

 ϝуЧтϽТϜ Ϭϼϝ϶ ев ЙЯЃЮϜ ев ϽуϫЪ ϸϜϽуϧЂϒ  сТ ̯ϜϹϮ ϢϽуϫЪ ЬϜнвϜ РϽЋϦ

 ϢϹІϜϼ ϣЧтϽГϠ ϝлЛв ϝзЯвϝЛϦ нЮ еутыϡЮϜ иϻк ϤϜϼъмϹЮϜ еутыϠ НЯϡϦм

ϸϝϳϦъϜ бКϹЮ ЍϚϝТ ЩЮϝзк днЫуЂ  нКϸϜ ϝжϜм ϽІϝϡв ЭЫЇϠ сЧтϽТъϜ

 дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ Ϝϻк пЮϜ ϤϝужϜϿугЮϜ ЭуЊϝУϧϠ аϹЧϧт дϜ сЧтϽТъϜ ϸϝϳϦъϜ

 . ϝзϦϼϝЧЮм ϝзϠнЛЇЮ ϢнϮϽгЮϜ РϜϹкъϜ ХуЧϳϦ сТ ̭ϝІ дϜ ϣзуЛузЂм 

ЁуϚϽЮϜ оϹуЂ ̯ытϿϮ ϜϽЫІ 

 

HON. INNOCENT NKURUNZIZA 

[BURUNDI]: Merci, Monsieur le Président, de 

môaccorder la parole.  

Je voudrais aussi môassocier ¨ mes coll¯gues pour 

remercier le Repr®sentant de lôUnion africaine pour 

son exposé. 

En effet, en Afrique, nous sommes indépendants 

politiquement, mais au niveau économique nous 

sommes toujours dépendants et cette dépendance 

économique est la source du néocolonialisme. 

Chez nous, au Burundi, il y a un adage qui dit : 

« Celui qui ne se nourrit pas, ne peut pas prétendre 

¨ lôind®pendance ».  

Nous constatons que lôAfrique est un continent 

consommateur. Elle (lôAfrique) ne produit pas. 

Alors comment pr®tendre, si nous nôavons pas 

lôind®pendance ®conomique pour faire fonctionner 

lôUnion africaine, nous lib®rer du n®ocolonialisme ? 

On a appris quôil y a beaucoup de fonds dôAfrique 

qui sont export®s vers lôext®rieur, voire même qui 

sont plus grands que les fonds asiatiques exportés 

vers lôext®rieur. 

Notre coll¯gue qui est intervenu au nom de lôUnion 

africaine, nous a présenté de bons projets régionaux 

qui peuvent donner la croissance continentale. Alors 

pourquoi, mes chers collègues, on ne peut pas faire 

un plaidoyer pour que ces fonds viennent contribuer 

aux bons du trésor au niveau de la BAD ou du FMI 

pour que lôAfrique soit cr®dible et que ses projets 

soient financés ? 
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Deuxièmement : « Une Afrique, Une Voix », mais je 

dirais aussi, comme mes pr®c®dents coll¯gues lôont 

dit : « Une Afrique, Une Voix, Une Langue », parce 

que les langues sont les germes, les séquelles et les 

restes du colonialisme. Jusquô¨ pr®sent ces langues 

sont la source des divisions.  

Alors, je ne peux pas pr®tendre quôon puisse avoir 

une langue en une ann®e ou lôann®e prochaine. On 

peut programmer pour cinq ans et confirmer aussi le 

swahili, parce que dans le Protocole au Traité 

instituant la Communauté économique africaine, 

relatif au Parlement panafricain, le swahili est une 

langue commerciale et elle ne peut pas porter [é].  

Merci. 

 

HON. PATRICK MWALULA MUCHELEKA 

[ZAMBIA]: Thank you, Mr President, for the 

opportunity.   

Let me join my colleagues in appreciating the 

presentation that has been made by the African 

Union Commission Deputy Chairperson. I 

remember His Excellency Erastus Mwencha when 

we lived with him in Zambia at the time he served 

as COMESA Secretary-General, and we are very 

proud of him. 

Mr President, talking particularly about a shared 

strategic framework for growth and sustainable 

development, Africa, as a continent, in the last ten 

years or so, has been able to grow its economy to an 

extent where, on average, we have registered more 

than 7 per cent GDP growth per annum.  However, 

we have not been able to retransfer that growth into 

improving the livelihoods of the majority of the 

people. Our people continue to wallow in poverty, 

inequality and unemployment.  One of the major 

reasons is that we have very weak institutions and as 

we plan to move into the future for the next fifty 

years, we need to invest in building strong 

institutions. 

First of all, before we even look outside, we need to 

be inward looking by looking at how we can deepen 

our democracy and good governance so that we 

have, indeed, as the Deputy Chairperson mentioned 

strong and functioning institutions so that, over time, 

we begin to move away from this aspect of 

strengthening individuals.  We need to be looking at 

how, indeed, we can create wealth and achieve 

inclusive growth.  

To do that, in my view, Mr President, we need, 

indeed, to strengthen the institutions and also 

prepare adequately for the threats that might be 

besieging us.  There are threats such as how we 

respond to issues of climate change and global 

warming.  Most importantly, we must also deepen 

regional integration so that some of those structural 

and institutional rigidities that affect our continent 

are, indeed, dealt with.  We, then, can move forward 

as a very strong united Africa.  

 Mr President, I thank you. 

 

HON. JOYCE MUSU FREEMAN SUMO 

[LIBERIA]: I thank you, Mr President. 

 I would like to begin by thanking the presenter for 

this document. My colleagues have already said it all 

but let me just make a brief intervention. 

On the question of strong political commitment, I 

feel that could be shown through African leaders or 

African countries which are rich supporting the 

poorer nations until they get on their feet. That could 

be a sign of brotherhood in Africa. 

My sister talked about training. We have resources 

that foreign nationals come and take away from us. 

We have diamonds, gold, good food, timbers and 

bauxite but people come to Africa and use our own 

resources because we do not produce. They take 

away our resources and produce finished products 

and we pay more for them. We can train our people 

to produce from our own resources so that we are 

able to sustain ourselves. 

On the issue of the Budget of the AU, I would like 

to thank you for preparing this document. At least 

we know that the Pan African Parliament will 

benefit a little.  

However, it seems that they are relying on our duty 

to ensure that the Member of Parliament be present 

at this Pan African Meeting. Since you are here, Mr 

Deputy Chairperson, I want to call upon you to 

ensure that when you go back to the AU and there is 

a summit where our various Presidents are present, 

let them know that the representatives that were 

elected by their Parliaments to represent us need to 

be present at all times to discuss Africaôs issues. 

When it is time to come to the Pan African 

Parliament, they always have something that will 

make it impossible for the members to come and 

attend the meeting. There are important things that 

people need to discuss and take back for further 

discussion with their people. 

This is my intervention and I hope that it is taken 

into consideration. 
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Thank you. 

HON. SHITAYE MINALE TIZUZA 

[ETHIOPIA]: Thank you, Mr President.  

I would like to thank His Excellency Mr Erastus 

Mwencha, Deputy Chairperson of the AU. The 

agenda for Africa for the next fifty years is very 

ambitious and I believe that all of us have to work 

and participate in a every urgent sense. All the issues 

raised are very important but my concern is about 

human resource which is the key for development, 

especially in the African context in that we have a 

very large workforce as mentioned in the 

presentation. Even the migration of educated people 

going abroad is extremely serious. I believe that it is 

not only for the economic benefit, but that our 

attitude towards our continent, in a very broad sense, 

is really undermined. 

So, in the next fifty years, in its activities, the AU 

and its organs have to work seriously on the change 

of attitude of the people of Africa towards our home 

continent. So, I would like to have some clarification 

about the vision which is there for the development 

of human power. What are the strategies which are 

there? 

Secondly, I want to add my intervention on 

integration. This would be what kind of activity is 

there, that is integration in the regions and 

integration as a whole continent. I do not believe that 

integration can come by simply talking in meetings, 

but we have to work strategically in schools, 

especially on the young generation, to bring spiritual 

integration and we have to give attention to 

infrastructure connections which bring Africa 

physical integration. We can exchange goods, ideas 

and culture among us. That makes real integration. 

So, if we can integrate in the real sense then we can 

benefit from our unity and integrity because I 

believe that Africa is a very rich continent in nature, 

but the world, colonial sentiment and instability 

make Africa to be backwards at present.  

Lastly, I appreciate the presentation of the 2014 AU 

Budget at this session and I would like to 

congratulate all of us on this. 

Thank you, very much.      

 

HON. BAKARY OUATTARA [CÔTE 

DôIVOIRE] : Merci, Monsieur le Président. 

LôAgenda 2063 est une id®e noble quand on voit les 

objectifs fix®s qui sont lôatteinte de la vision de 

lôUnion africaine, avec pour fondement essentiel le 

panafricanisme. 

Les actions à mener sont vastes et couteuses. Pour le 

moment, lôAfrique d®pend financi¯rement de 

lôext®rieur au vu du budget 2014 financ® ¨ plus de 

50 % par lôext®rieur. 

Il faut être réaliste, Monsieur le Président.  

La situation actuelle de mis¯re de lôAfrique arrange 

lôext®rieur qui trouve l¨, une vache ¨ lait ¨ traire ¨ 

moindre coût. Il trouvera les moyens de nous 

assujettir pour mieux nous exploiter. À mon humble 

avis, la vision de lôUnion africaine ne pourra °tre 

obtenue que si nous avions eu lôind®pendance 

économique. Pour moi, la première étape de 

lôAgenda devrait aboutir ¨ une autonomie 

financière.  

Mais avant, je voudrais parler du budget de lôUnion 

africaine. Le budget de fonctionnement me semble 

trop élevé par rapport au budget des programmes.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Si nous avons une insuffisance de financement des 

programmes, comment voulez-vous que nous 

puissions atteindre les objectifs que nous nous 

sommes fix®s au niveau de lôAgenda ? 

Je dirais, pour conclure, quôil faut prioriser les 

objectifs et se donner les moyens de les atteindre 

sans tendre la main ¨ lôext®rieur. En effet, tant que 

nous d®pendrons de lôext®rieur, nous ne ferons que 

« du sur place », parce que depuis cinquante ans 

dôind®pendance, les m°mes probl¯mes de nutrition, 

dô®ducation, de mauvaise gouvernance persistent 

dans la grande majorité des pays africains.  

Je vous remercie. 

(Applaudissements) 

 

HON. LUCKY MULUSA [ZAMBIA]: I thank you 

Sir for this opportunity. 

May I thank His Excellency Mwencha and may I 

also recognise the contributions of all the other 

Members of Parliamenté 

Point of Order 

HON. DIKGANG PHILLIP MAKGALEMELE 

[BOTSWANA]: I just want to seek clarification as 

to whether you allow Honourable Members to speak 

from a seat which they are not designated. 
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THE PRESIDENT:  Is the Honourable Member not 

in his appropriate seat? 

 

HON. LUCKY MULUSA [ZAMBIA]: My 

apologies Sir, may I move to my appropriate seat? 

 

THE PRESIDENT: Please do, Honourable 

Mulusa. 

 

HON. LUCKY MULUSA [ZAMBIA] : I thank 

you Sir and wish to thank Honourable Makgalemela 

for his sense of humour.  

Sir, I began by recognising and appreciating the 

speech by His Excellency Mwencha and also 

appreciating all the contributions of the Honourable 

Members of Parliament here assembled. 

Sir, Africaôs history started around the 1960s and we 

do know that, at that time, our GDPs were actually 

better than those of Asian countries. The question is: 

What is our biggest challenge since the Asian 

countries have moved forward and we have not?   

Sir, our biggest challenge is the source of our 

systems. Our economic, political and electoral 

systems are borrowed from developed nations. The 

question is: If we critically analyse these borrowed 

economic, political and electoral systems that are 

determined in the developed countries, where they 

are determined by mechanisms of thought and social 

needs that are different from our own, as we copied 

and adopted foreign ways of managing national 

affairs, did we ensure that we separated that which 

we have in common from that in which we differ 

with developed countries who crafted them?  

How come, for instance, Sir, violence, nepotism and 

a divided society are not bi-products of the same 

electoral systems in the western world that we have 

adopted?  

Sir, we do not have a similar society that gave birth 

to the political and electoral system we agreed to 

adopt. These electoral systems can only work in 

places where literacy levels and public awareness 

are high. We should realise that we have not yet 

reached such status and, therefore, those political 

and electoral systems might need modification to 

suit our unique circumstances. 

Sir, when listening to His Excellency Mwencha and 

the Honourable Members here assembled, we 

should be impressed with our analytical minds as a 

way to find closure to Africaôs collective suffering, 

a way to walk away from the misery of past, the 

misery of the immediate past and the misery of the 

present in the days of African peopleôs struggling 

lives, where what is making us push on to another 

day is simply our sanity. 

We should declare as follows:  

1) That we should define for ourselves the 

qualities our leaders must possess; 

2) We should never trust any political 

manifesto and neither should we expect any 

unfailing guide from the donor community 

an d their institutions; and  

3) Let us learn from the negative occurrences 

in our nations and, case by case, allow 

interpretation of our experiences to feed 

into solutions. 

Let me end by saying mature democracy in the 

western world was a consequence of development 

and not that development was the consequence of 

democracy. That is food for thought. 

I thank you. 

 

HON. LUHAGA JOELSON MPINA 

[TANZANIA]:  

Ahsante sana Mheshimiwa Rais na niwashukuru 

sana Waheshimiwa Wabunge ambao wame-move 

Azimio hapa sasa hivi la kuhakikisha kwamba 

Kiswahili kinakuwa ni lugha ya Afrika ambao ndio 

ukweli wenyewe.  Nawashukuru sana. 

Mheshimiwa Rais, namshukuru ndugu yetu, 

Mheshimiwa Mwencha ambaye amemaliza 

kuwasilisha hoja hii hapa. 

Mheshimiwa Rais, leo tunazungumza miaka 50 

iliyopita na sasa tunataka tuzungumzie miaka 50 

ijayo, na tuna hii ajenda yetu.  Lakini ni akina nani 

sasa wanaoiandaa hii ajenda yetu na 

wanawashirikishaje wahusika ili kuhakikisha 

kwamba tunaandaa ajenda ambayo ita-suit Waafrika 

wote? Tumefanya vizuri na tumefanya vibaya; nchi 

nyingi zinajisifu kuhusu ukuaji wa uchumi wake 

kwamba umekua kwa asilimia 6 mpaka 8. 

Zinajivunia sana! Lakini wananchi wake ni 

masikini, wananchi wake hawapati elimu sawasawa, 

wananchi wake wanakufa na njaa huku nchi zile 

ziki-declare kwamba zimepiga hatua sana katika 

ukuaji wa uchumi. Vijana wa nchi zile ni masikini, 

hawana ajira, nchi zinajivunia kwamba uchumi wao 

umekua! Nchi nyingine zinajivunia ukuaji wa pato 

(per capita income), wanajivunia sana ikiwemo 

Afrika ya Kusini.  Wanajivunia sana, lakini watu 
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wake ni masikini sana, hawafanani na hilo pato la 

Taifa ambalo wanajivunia kwa kila mtu.  

Mheshimiwa Rais, kwa hiyo, tumefanya vizuri, 

lakini tumefanya vibaya.  Sasa haya yote leo 

tumejivunia figures, tumejivunia hizi takwimu, 

tunaingiaje katika agenda hii ya miaka 50 inayokuja 

ili tuweze kuondokana na hali hii? 

Mheshimiwa Rais, nchi zetu nyingi zinajivunia 

maendeleo waliyopiga ambayo ni madogo sana 

bado, lakini bado wana mikopo mikubwa sana na 

mikopo hiyo, tayari nchi hizi karibu zitaelemewa na 

karibu nchi hizi mwisho wa siku watazipiga mnada. 

Lakini sisi tunajidai kwamba tunapiga hatua, 

tumejenga barabara, lakini barabara zile 

walizojenga, viwanda walivyojenga ni mikopo 

mikubwa waliyokopa na nchi hizo tayari 

zimelemewa kwa sababu hata uwezo wao wa 

kukusanya kodi sasa hauwezi kulipa madeni yale.  

Sasa tunaingiaje katika mpango wa miaka 50? 

Tumejipangaje? Akina nani wanatuandalia mpango 

huo ili tuweze kuondoka katika hali hii kubwa 

tuliyonayo? 

Mheshimiwa Rais, dakika tatu ni chache sana, lakini 

niseme, hii bajeti iliyowasilishwa, naona wenzangu 

wanapongeza, lakini mimi sina cha kupongeza 

katika bajeti ya AU iliyowasilishwa. Kwanza 

haituelezi kwamba unapozungumzia tué (Makofi) 

Mheshimiwa Rais, ahsante sana. 

 

HON. BERNADETTE LAHAI [SIERRA 

LEONE]: Thank you very much, Mr President. 

Let me also thank the presenter for the presentation. 

A lot has been said about the budget and I want to 

agree with the last speaker in saying that we are 

Parliaments that discuss budgets and when budgets 

come to us, they do not come in this form. They 

come to us with expenditure and income of the 

previous yearôs budget so that we know exactly was 

expended. They also come with programmes that 

have or not been implemented and the consequences 

of the programmes that have not been implemented.  

We are happy that we are making progress. For a 

start, we have this budget and we can excuse them 

for the lapses but for the 2015 Budget and 

subsequent budgets, let us, please, have all the 

necessary background information that will help us 

to interrogate and analyse the budget so that we can 

come up with strategic concerns and issues that will 

be ploughed back into that budget, even before it 

goes for adoption by the different Heads of State. 

On the issue of the Agenda 2063, I will not talk 

about all the theoretical issues because what the 

agenda is actually telling us is how we hope to get to 

the document that is going to form our roadmap for 

the next fifty years. Getting it right is as important 

as the issues that should be in this document. What 

we have been told here is what will happen, when, 

by whom and with what. 

With that, I just want to go to the last page, wherein, 

we have the proposed roadmap for the development 

of the AU Agenda. We are already in October and I 

presume that Phase one to six of that roadmap has 

already been implemented. Can we be told whether 

it has already been implemented or not. A proposal 

like this should also have a budget because if we 

want to meet this roadmap we should have a budget 

in place for us to ensure that we do not have any 

stumbling block in achieving the development of 

this agenda by June next year, when it shall be 

presented to the people of Africa. 

The issue of diversity was stressed here. Of course, 

I will not go as far as saying that Kiswahili be the 

language because we know that even in West Africa 

has developed languages like Yoruba and Hausa that 

are also widely spoken and even spoken in 

universities. People can have a whole PhD on one 

aspect of Yoruba or Hausa. So, I would not go as far 

but our diversity is not going to be complete if we 

do not have any one language. Even in this 

Parliament, when there is no interpretation or 

translation of one language, be it French, English or 

Spanish, there would be screaming. This is 

undermining our diversity. 

Mr President, I thank you.    

 

HON. VINCENT DABILGOU [BURKINA 

FASO]: Merci beaucoup, Monsieur le Président. 

Je voudrais, à mon tour, féliciter le Vice-président 

pour la qualité de son intervention. Évidemment 

dans une telle intervention, il ne peut pas tout dire. 

Mais nous avions su voir dans son intervention quôil 

met à nu les combats, de mon point de vue, tous les 

jugements n®gatifs et encore pessimistes quôil y a en 

Afrique. 

Je crois que la communication quôil a donn®e est une 

communication confiante. Il a suffisamment dit que 

les économies qui croissent dans les normes sont de 

lôAfrique. Il a dit ®galement que nous avons jugul® 

lôinflation qui est pass®e de 67 ¨ 7 %. Je crois que 

côest une bonne chose. Mais, il a surtout parl® du 

dividende démographique. Je pense que côest un 
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aspect assez important parce que lôurbanisation est 

une richesse sur notre continent.  

Je voudrais, Monsieur le Pr®sident, dire quôil faut 

que lôUnion africaine ait un programme pour les 

villes africaines, parce que regardez les capitales et 

les villes secondaires dans nos pays ; la ville est une 

richesse, elle doit contribuer ¨ lô®conomie. Nous 

nôavons pas lôimpression que lôUnion africaine a une 

politique dôurbanisation. Il faut accueillir les enfants 

qui naissent ; et vous voyez lô®migration. Côest sur 

ce point-là que je voudrais dire que dans son 

document, il y a un peu dôinsuffisance.  

Je dois aussi redire que, côest vrai, la croissance est 

réelle, mais la croissance à elle seule ne suffit pas. 

Nous devons regarder dans la stratégie, la 

souveraineté que nous devons avoir sur nos 

ressources naturelles.  

Je pense que sur ce point, le Botswana a donné 

lôexemple. Le Botswana a su faire un bon usage de 

ses ressources naturelles et le Botswana est passé, 

aujourdôhui, de PMA. Aujourdôhui, le Botswana est 

devenu le pays le moins corrompu. Je pense que 

nous devrions prendre lôexemple, parce que nous 

avons de gisements et de richesses et dans nos 

documents quôil nous a pr®sent®s, nous nôavons pas 

vu la traduction dôune r®elle volont® dôavoir une 

souveraineté sur nos ressources naturelles et en 

particulier la terre.  

Je ne voudrais pas oublier lôint®gration qui a ®t® si 

bien dite par le communicateur. Lôint®gration doit 

avoir de points nodaux et je pense que nous devons, 

dans notre int®gration, apprendre dôabord ce qui est 

primaire, apprendre à voyager librement dans notre 

continent et cela est impossible. Je suis dôaccord 

avec le commerce intra-africain mais je veux une 

intégration qui soit une intégration pro-production, 

une intégration qui soit pro-emploi, qui soit pro-

commerce.  

Je pense que sur ce point, le document est très bien 

et je voudrais, donc de ce point de vue, donner tout 

mon appui et tout mon soutien pour lôAgenda qui a 

été présenté.  

Le budget est très clair, mais je pense que nous 

devons avoir un mandat que lôUA vient de donner, 

parce que nous pensons quôen tant que PAP, lôUA 

parle dôint®gration, parle de communication.  

Je pense que les meilleurs communicateurs, ceux qui 

peuvent faire lôint®gration des peuples, ce sont les 

d®put®s, côest le Parlement panafricain.  

(Applaudissements) 

Merci Monsieur le Président.  

 

HON. SHEKU B. B. DUMBUYA [SIERRA 

LEONE]:  Thank you very much, Mr President.  

Taking the cue from the Honourable Member who 

was talking about the budget, I wish to say that 

budgets are normally meant for Parliaments. 

Because of the fact that issues of the budget are not 

being presented to us, I would want to say, here, that 

presentation of the budget is hollow. It is a hollow 

presentation because details have not been presented 

to us.  And the fact that they have not been presented 

with details means that the African Union 

Commission is not taking the Pan African 

Parliament seriously. Let the AUC know that we, 

here, are the accredited representatives of the 

people, elected by those people to articulate their 

concerns and aspirations. We should be seen to be 

more important than people that are working there. 

Let them take us seriously next time. 

Let me talk about this diversity and integration of 

Africa. Mr President, let me say that we, the English-

speaking people of Africa, are making integration 

difficult because our colleagues, that is the French-

speaking colleagues of Africa, are all making a 

conscious effort to learn English, but we are very 

lazy. We are not making any effort to learn French.  

(Applause)  Let us, the English-speaking people of 

Africa, try to make a conscious effort to learn French 

so that we can integrate well.  That is very, very 

important, Mr President. 

Mr President, one colleague talking about the 

electoral system ended by leaving us a food for 

thought. Let us think about this theme. We are 

talking about democracy, democracy and 

democracy. Is democracy an assurance for 

development?  Mr President, how do we explain the 

pace of development that certain undemocratic 

countries are making? For instance, can China be 

classified as a truly democratic county?  What about 

Rwanda?   Does Rwanda really have impressive 

democratic credentials?  But they are making 

progress.  We have to think very seriously about this 

democracy. We are looking for modification, Mr 

President.  One very interesting thing that I have 

found is that of talking about the idea of coming up 

with new ideas for producing significant 

achievement.   

The reason for this, Mr President, is that whatever 

we conceive of these new ideas, we have to make 
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sure that they are implemented. If they are not 

implemented, you cannot talk about any 

achievement.  So, the moment we think of ideas, we 

have to make sure that implementation goes side by 

side with conception of these new ideas. Then, we 

can make some improvement.  Then Mr President, I 

feel the Agenda for 2063 is good but it is too 

ambitious.  We should have talked about an agenda 

of twenty-five years. 

Thank you. 

 

HON. HUGUES ALEXANDRE BARRO 

CHAMBRIER [GABON]  : Merci.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Je voudrais remercier notre présentateur ï la 

présentation qui a été faite par le Vice-président de 

la Commission de lôUnion africaine ï et je voudrais 

dire que je suis dôaccord avec lôHonorable 

MUCHELEKA de Zambie et lôHonorable Bakary 

OUATTARA de C¹te dôIvoire pour consid®rer 

quôeffectivement, côest tr¯s bien de penser ¨ 2063, 

mais il y a un ®conomiste ®minent qui sôappelait 

Keynes qui disait : « À long terme, nous serons tous 

morts ». 

Je ne sais pas combien dôentre nous seront l¨ en 

2063, mais je voudrais très humblement dire à la 

Commission de lôUnion africaine quôil me semble, 

quôen dix ans, on peut changer beaucoup de choses. 

Je crois quôil nôest pas inutile de redire ici, quôil y a 

des valeurs fortes et universelles. Nous devons 

continuer à travailler pour faire prospérer la 

démocratie, même si cela prend du temps. Il faut 

tenir compte des spécificités et la bonne 

gouvernance, comme lôa dit notre coll¯gue de 

Zambie, parce que nous sommes encore dans un 

univers de chômage, de pauvret®, dôin®galit®, de 

mauvaise répartition de la richesse, et là, il faut 

absolument travailler pour renforcer la bonne 

gouvernance. 

Je crois que lôUnion africaine devrait plut¹t 

sôattacher ¨ faire son bilan, ¨ faire son autocritique 

des institutions comme le NEPAD, tous ces 

programmes de Lagos qui ont ®t® faits et qui nôont 

pas donné de résultats. Il vaut mieux avoir deux ou 

trois objectifs précis pour renforcer nos institutions, 

et là, je vous assure que les pays pourront faire le 

travail, lôint®gration régionale ; bien sûr que le 

Parlement panafricain a un rôle éminent à jouer aux 

côtés des parlements nationaux. 

Jôaurais aim® que vous puissiez nous dire quôest-ce 

que vous faites, Monsieur le Vice-président, pour 

accélérer la possibilité pour notre Parlement dô°tre 

doté de la fonction législative ? En effet, côest tr¯s 

bien de nous dire que nous devons accélérer 

lôint®gration r®gionale, le commerce, mais 

concr¯tement, ¨ chaque fois quôon parle de ces 

sujets, ils sont reportés [Micro éteint]. 

Quôest-ce que vous faites ? 

Merci. 

 

HON. NOURENOU ATCHADE [BÉNIN]: Merci 

Monsieur le Président. 

Je voudrais, à mon tour, remercier le Vice-président 

de la Commission de lôUnion africaine. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Jôai une question que je voudrais lui poser et vous 

poser à tous, cette même question, à nous 

parlementaires de lôUnion africaine, de savoir ¨ quel 

moment nous devons connaître du budget de 

lôUnion africaine ? Est-ce que côest apr¯s son 

approbation par les Chefs dô£tats ou avant ? Si je me 

situe dans le cadre des parlements des nations, je 

crois que le budget, côest les parlements qui 

lôexaminent. Si vous regardez les rubriques de ce 

budget, vous allez voir que lôUnion africaine est 

reléguée au dernier rang ï je voudrais dire ï que le  

Parlement panafricain est relégué au dernier rang. 

Côest comme si lôUnion africaine ne veut pas du 

Parlement panafricain. Et comme vous le savez, 

nous sommes une institution de contre-pouvoir, 

côest nous qui devions conna´tre du budget et de son 

exécution.  

Mais avec cinq cent mille dollars (500.000 $), 

Monsieur le Pr®sident, quôest-ce que nous pouvons 

faire ? Je crois que les gens ne veulent pas de nous 

et il vaut mieux que nous restions dans nos 

parlements. Si on ne peut rien faire ici, quôest-ce que 

nous venons chercher ? Si nous ne sommes pas 

indépendants, puisque si on ne nous donne pas des 

ressources, on nous tient, on ne veut pas quôon soit 

ind®pendant. Quôest-ce que nous venons chercher ? 

Monsieur le Président,  

Il va falloir que nous y réfléchissions ! Est-ce quôil 

nôy a pas un arbitrage budgétaire qui se fait avant 

lôadoption de ce budget ? 

Monsieur le Président,  

Je voudrais quôon puisse y r®fl®chir. 
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Les coll¯gues ont d®j¨ tout dit par rapport ¨ lôAgenda 

2063. Je propose, Monsieur le Pr®sident, comme lôa 

dit, tout ¨ lôheure le collègue du Gabon, que nous 

ayons des programmes que nous pouvons exécuter ; 

des programmes ¨ long terme, je crois que côest bien, 

mais ce nôest pas pratique.  

Par exemple, dans le domaine de lôagriculture, il 

reste beaucoup à faire en Afrique.  

Lôorateur nous a parlé de 12 % de commerce intra-

africain ; côest tr¯s faible par rapport aux autres 

nations qui sont à 40 %.  

Pour élever ce taux, je crois que nous devons faire 

des efforts dans le domaine de lôagriculture. Nous 

avons des terres en Afrique et nous nôavons pas 

encore atteint la s®curit® alimentaire, lôauto [Temps 

de parole épuisé]. 

 

HON. CECILIA ATIM -OGWAL [UGANDA]: I 

thank you, Mr President, for giving me this 

opportunity. 

While I congratulate the AU and its predecessor, the 

OAU, for achieving fifty years of existence, the AU 

must not forget the past and I feel that the AU must 

ensure that their unfinished business is brought to 

the forefront of the agenda. 

The first on that agenda is to get rid of violence and 

wars on the continent of Africa, and to make it a 

peaceful place to live in. 

Secondly, I have taken note of the fact that in the 

eight key areas highlighted in the introduction, the 

issue of women is missing and, Mr President, I 

would want to plead with the AU that if the agenda 

is to be complete, the issue of women must be 

brought to the forefront.  

On the budget, Mr President, I do appreciate the 

AUCôs initiative to bring the budget to this House, 

while we are looking it, what input can we make at 

this material stage? We can do nothing.  I feel that if 

the AUC would like the PAP to have an input and 

play its role as a Parliament, the budget should be 

brought to us at its preliminary stage and we should 

make our input and ensure that there is an oversight 

mechanism to ensure that the expenditure of the 

AUC is taken care of.  

Mr President, I just want to challenge the AUC on 

the duplicitous manner in which it has adopted a 

duplicate system in recruiting members of staff in 

Pan Africa. I feel this is a waste of resources. We 

cannot have two systems of doing the same thing. 

That must be looked at to ensure that we enforce the 

issue of discipline in our financing. 

Finally, Mr President, I have also taken note of the 

fact that the PAP, as an institution, has not been 

consulted on the finalisation of the budget. I wish to 

plead with the AUC that, in future, the PAP must 

play an effective role in ensuring that it presents its 

priorities to be incorporated in the budget. 

I thank you, Mr President.  

 

HON. EBO BARTON-ODRO [GHANA]:  I thank 

you very much, Mr President.  

I would also like to add my voice to those of the 

previous speakers with regard to the lucid 

presentation by the Deputy Chairperson. I, however, 

have a problem. I would like to add my voice to what 

you, Mr President, said yesterday in your statement 

that we need to move from an advisory position to a 

legislative assembly. It is very important because all 

these complaints about us not having an input in the 

budget would not happen if we were a legislative 

body. We need that force, that power, to be able to 

play that oversight responsibility that is expected of 

us. Without that, I think that we are joking.  

It is clear from the presentation that we know what 

our challenges are in Africa, but the problem is how 

to solve them and get over them. Until we have such 

institutions as the African Court, like you said 

yesterday, and a legislative assembly, we will get 

nowhere. 

 I pray and plead that our Heads of State be prepared 

to look favourably at the document before them 

regarding our request that we be elevated to a 

legislative assembly. That is the only forward.  

I thank you, Mr President. 

 

HON. ANDRÉ OBAMI -ITOU [CONGO]  : 

Merci, Monsieur le Président, pour la parole.  

Je voudrais joindre ma voix à celles de mes 

prédécesseurs pour remercier le conférencier pour sa 

présentation. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Je ne me r®jouis pas parce quôil y a une d®cision au 

sujet du budget. Je nôai pas ¨ me r®jouir !  

Il y a depuis dix ans que nous demandions ¨ lôUnion 

africaine, à la Commission, tout au moins, de faire 

examiner par le Parlement panafricain le budget de 
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lôUnion africaine. Cela nôest pas fait. On a pris une 

décision, le Sommet a déjà décidé et on nous 

pr®sente une d®cision. Quôest-ce que nous pouvons 

faire ? Rien, absolument rien et je suis dôaccord avec 

un coll¯gue qui lôa dit. Donc, je ne me r®jouis pas 

pour cela, peut-être pour les collègues qui ne 

connaissent pas lôhistoire, côest un vieux probl¯me. 

Un coll¯gue lôa dit, on veut de nous ou on ne veut 

pas de nous ; côest une chose. 

Sôagissant de lôAfrique, je crois que le Vice-

président a bien présenté, mais je voudrais donner 

comme une image. LôAfrique est comme, un 

médecin ou comme un malade qui connaît sa 

maladie, qui a les médicaments à coté mais qui ne 

veut pas se soigner. Il ne fait que se plaindre.  

Ce discours que nous venons dôentendre est le m°me 

discours des Chefs dô£tats. Ils disent : « Il faut 

passer maintenant des paroles aux actes è. Côest 

toujours le même discours. Et notre ami BARRO a 

raison, est-ce quôil faut attendre soixante ans, 

cinquante ans pour que lôAfrique soit int®gr®e ? 

Parce que lôobjectif global, côest lôint®gration. Et qui 

doit financer lôint®gration ? Côest lô®tranger.  

Côest une autre faiblesse. 

Et puis, je vais terminer par un point de politique 

extérieure : la place de lôAfrique dans le monde.  

Nous avons tous suivi comment lôAfrique sôest lev®e 

pour demander une place de membre permanent au 

Conseil de Sécurité avec droit de véto, et puis après 

lôAfrique sôest tue. Nous nous demandons 

pourquoi ? Est-ce que nous faisons partie de la 

communauté internationale ? 

Merci beaucoup, mais jôesp¯re que, Monsieur le 

Président, le Vice-président répondra à cette 

question.  

Merci. 

 

HON. BINTANDING JARJU [GAMBIA]: Thank 

you very much, Mr President, for giving me this 

opportunity to say a few words on this important 

debate. 

Firstly, I must also join my colleagues in thanking 

the presenter for inspiring us today with his good 

report. 

Mr President, sometimes, we have to ask ourselves 

that when we talk of Africa being rich with all sorts 

of resources: What is our continental body doing in 

terms of exploiting these resources?  

I think our first priority is to discuss the ways and 

means of exploiting these resources so that we 

support our activities from our own funds. 

Otherwise, we talk of the resources in Africa while 

we do not exploit them. Then what? That is why we 

are all in this poverty and we cannot move out of it.  

Our people are yearning to see good road networks. 

Our women are dying every minute in trying to give 

life. Why can the continental body not come to the 

rescue of these poor women who die in trying to give 

life? I think that in the next fifty years, we should try 

to address this because, otherwise, it is a big 

problem.   

People are poor, hungry and falling sick every day. 

So, what is the development? Is it city development? 

When we go to the rural areas, we do not see the 

development and people do not even feel it. So, I 

think that in the next fifty years, we must try as much 

as possible to spread our development activities so 

that our poorest people at the grassroots will feel 

what we are talking of. When we go to the urban 

areas in any country, we see some sort of 

development but when we go to the rural areas, we 

do not see it. People are living in abject poverty. 

They do not even have good housing. They do not 

have clean water.  

After fifty years, we are still struggling. If this is 

going to be business as usual, I think we will not get 

out of this situation. 

I thank you so much, Mr President.  

 

HON. AHAMAT TAHIR AHAMAT  [TCHAD]  : 

Merci, Monsieur le Président.  

Permettez-moi, avant tout, de féliciter Son 

Excellence Monsieur le Vice-pr®sident de lôUnion 

africaine, pour son exposé. 

D®finir un agenda pour les ann®es futures, côest une 

bonne initiative certes, mais notre continent, comme 

vous le savez, est confronté à de gros défis pour se 

développer et cela nécessite également des moyens 

financiers adéquats. Malheureusement, le budget de 

lôUnion africaine, comme vous le savez, est 

tributaire des ressources extérieures.  

Ma question est la suivante : quelle réflexion a-t-on 

fait au niveau de lôUnion africaine pour que 

lôAfrique ait, quand bien m°me, une source de 

financement pérenne ? 

Merci, Monsieur le Président. 
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HON. AWAD HAG ALI AHMED  [SUDAN]: I 

thank you, Mr President.  

I join my Honourable Colleagues in thanking the 

presenter for his brief, informative and 

comprehensive presentation. We are all glad to see 

the improvements in the areas of democracy, peace 

and economic development in Africa. However, we 

still have a very big challenge in the area of 

governance.  

Many presenters in this Chamber realise the weak 

achievements in Africa. The poor attainment of the 

MDGs in Africa as compared to Asia is due to bad 

governance. In many African countries, there is a 

lack of transparency and accountability. That may be 

due to the African culture of forgiveness, malice or 

strong tribal protection. That has a negative impact 

on anti-corruption efforts, and hence, the 

development and welfare of our society. I would like 

to see more effort from the AU, as an institution, in 

this case. 

Secondly, we all appreciate the many achievements 

that the AU has attained on the political side. 

However, we see little on the economic side despite 

the fact that the most important goal of the AU is to 

achieve the economic unity of Africa.  

There are many suggestions which can be 

implemented. However, I do not know why they are 

not implemented. For example, I do not see why we 

cannot have open borders to facilitate trade between 

African countries. That, in practice, is there. The 

borders between African countries are artificial. 

Why can we not have freedom of investment and 

ownership for African citizens in any African 

country? I do not see any difficulties in doing that. 

Why not treat, for example, all African students 

equally in African universities as regards fees? 

When I was the Vice-Chancellor of the Sudanese 

University, I used to treat all students from Sub-

Saharan African countries like Sudanese. I did not 

see any problem in doing that.  

Therefore, in this case, I cannot understand the 

difficulty of collecting the deficit of US$87 million 

dollars. We have many African countries. If each 

African country contributed only US$1 million, this 

can be resolved. I do not understand the reason such 

a small thing cannot be achieved. I would like the 

Deputy Chairperson to comment. 

I thank you, Mr President. 

 

HON. ONYANGO KAKOBA  [UGANDA]: 

Thank you, Mr President, for this opportunity.  

Mr President and Honourable Members, the 

problem of being among the last speakers is that now 

you have to repeat what others have been said 

already. Nevertheless, to reinforce what my 

colleagues have said, I must point out that Africa is 

a continent full of paradoxes. The first paradox is 

that Africa is endowed with natural resources. In the 

world, It is the most endowed with natural resources 

but it is the poorest. The second relates to what we 

have just heard in the presentation that we have half 

of the worldôs arable land. However, just look at how 

people are going hungry. What is the problem with 

Africa and what do we need to do?  

Mr President and Honourable Members, the issue of 

management of resources is an issue of governance 

and I do concur with my colleagues who have 

attributed Africaôs problem to lack of good 

governance. This is an area that we need to work on. 

Because of lack of good governance, we have a lot 

of wastage thorough corruption. Because of lack of 

good governance, we have nepotism at the expense 

of effective and efficient service delivery. Because 

of lack of good governance, we have many 

grievances that result in conflict leading to wars and, 

eventually, we have insecurity on the continent. 

Because of lack of good governance, we are caught 

up in a web of challenges that we cannot get out of. 

So, it is high time that Africa refocused on its 

governance priorities to make sure that we move 

ahead.  

Mr President and Honourable Members, for 

instance, in the budget, a budget of US$308 million, 

only US$126 million is supposed to be funded by 

Africa. What is happening? Is this all we can raise 

on the African continent? A lot of money is wasted 

through corruption. I do not have the figures now, 

but the last time I looked at it, the index was to the 

effect that we have billions and billions of dollars 

that are wasted every year through corruption, but 

here we cannot even fund our own budget. If you are 

only able to fund about 40 per cent, what moral 

authority do you have to complain when the external 

powers intervene? He who pays the piper calls the 

tune and that is what is happening. So, we need to 

refocus.  

Mr President and Honourable Members, I want to 

thank the AUC for bringing this budget but, as my 

colleagues have said, in future, we need to have this 

budget early enough because it does not help us to 

do a post mortem. In my language, we have a saying 

to the effect that when you are coming from a dark 

tunnel how ever little the light is, is enough. We have 

been kept for a long time in the dark in as far as the 



Pan-African Parliament Hansard Report, Third Session of the Third Parliament 

October 2013 

 

34 
 

budget process is concerned. Now that we have 

come out, next time, we need more light and we need 

to discuss this budget before it is passed.  

I thank you for your kind attention. 

 Applause 

 

HON. GALLICAN NIYONGANA  [RWANDA ]: 

Merci beaucoup, Monsieur le Président.  

Jôai suivi, avec int®r°t, lôexpos® de Son Excellence 

Monsieur le Vice-président de la Commission de 

lôUnion africaine, au sujet de lôAgenda 2063. Jôai ®t® 

s®duit par le caract¯re de ce cadre dôactions qui 

inspire confiance ; qui ne veut pas rester au niveau 

des déclarations et engagements politiques qui, 

souvent, nôaboutissent pas. Jôai retenu avec 

satisfaction que lôAgenda sôarticule autour des 

objectifs stratégiques très bien choisis et pourra 

d®cliner des plans dôactions ¨ court, moyen et long 

termes. Mais jôexhorte les responsables ¨ bien 

élaborer des projets réalistes susceptibles de pouvoir 

rapporter des résultats rapidement.  

Je ne manquerais pas dôappr®cier et de môinscrire en 

faveur dôune approche inclusive et participative 

adopt®e pour bien mener le processus. Mais je nôai 

pas bien saisi comment on pourra intégrer et 

généraliser les modèles qui ont réussi, ici et là, sur le 

continent et qui pourraient être généralisés pour le 

bien de tous les Africains.  

Je voudrais, cependant, poser une question sur les 

capacités de la Commission et des autres organes de 

lôUnion africaine pour la mise en îuvre de ce plan 

dôaction, une fois valid®.  

Enfin, jôai une petite question de curiosit®. Je 

voudrais savoir si la f®d®ration politique de lôUnion 

africaine est toujours ¨ lôAgenda.  

Merci beaucoup, Monsieur le Président. 

 

(Applaudissements)  

 

HON. MASTER MOISERAELE GOYA  

[BOTSWANA]: Thank you very much, Mr 

President.  

In thanking you, Mr President, allow me to also 

thank His Excellency Mwencha for sharing with us 

the AU Agenda leading to 2063 as well as the 

approved Budget of the African Union. 

Mr President, I think it suffices for me to mention 

that Mr Mwencha has given us a somewhat good 

synopsis of what has transpired in this continent in 

the past, where we are and where we are heading to. 

I also think it suffices for me, Mr President to 

reiterate that this is an opportunity for us, as Africa 

and as Members of Parliament, to craft a legacy that 

we want to leave for the future generations of this 

continent and I think Members of Parliament have 

taken turns to suggest what Africa needs to look like 

in the year 2063.   

Mr President, if I were to be asked a question which 

says: What has Africa achieved, or what has the 

African Union achieved in the past fifty years?  Mr 

President, I would unequivocally say we have 

achieved to rid ourselves of colonisation.  I think that 

is the perfect answer that I would give if someone 

asked me that question. Mr President, if I were to be 

asked yet another question about what Africa needs 

to do in the next fifty years, I would say we need to 

reshape our development architecture. That would 

be the perfect answer that I would give to someone 

who asked me that question.   

Mr President, we need to increase our institutional 

capability as a continent.  We need to be more 

innovative. We need to come up with African 

solutions to African problems.  We need to focus on 

our domestic resources.  We need to know what 

minerals we have in our continent.  We need to bring 

back home all the engineers, all African engineers, 

who reside outside this continent. We need to bring 

them back home, Mr President.  We need to create 

checks and balances in all our institutions. We need 

to empower our Parliaments.  Our Parliaments are 

not empowered. That is the reason we have so many 

problems in Africa, Mr President.  We need 

separation of powers in our institutions. 

 

Lastly, Mr President, what we need is to be at peace 

with ourselves as a continent. As for the budget, let 

me just appreciate that the PAP has debated the AU 

Budget and I think this should not be the last time. 

Mr Mwencha, you should talk to your counterparts 

at the AU that, as Parliament, we need this budget to 

be debated here before it is approved.  That is very 

important for us.  The other thing, Mr President, is 

that it is only the AUC that seems to have crafted the 

budget perfectly.  You should look at their 

operational budget, it is actually 40 per cent of their 

entire allocation and their programme budget is at 60 

per cent.  However, if you look at the other organs, 

their programme budget is far less than the 
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operational budget.  We need to reverse this 

situation going forward, Mr. President and I thank 

you for giving me this opportunity.   

Thank you very much. 

 

HON. AUBIN NGONGO LUWOWO  

[RÉPUBLIQUE DÉMOCRATIQUE DU  

CONGO] : Merci, Monsieur le Président, pour la 

parole.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Je félicite le Vice-pr®sident de lôUnion africaine, 

Son Excellence MWENCHA pour sa brillante 

communication. Je f®licite aussi lôUnion africaine 

qui vient, pour la première fois depuis dix ans 

quôexiste notre organe, le PAP, de parler du budget. 

Je parle bien « de parler » et non de soumettre le 

budget ¨ ce Parlement qui nôest quôun organe 

consultatif en attendant quôil devienne un organe 

légiférant, comme nous le demandons et quand le 

voudront bien les Chefs dô£tats et de 

gouvernements. 

Côest une bonne chose que dôavoir une vision pour 

lôAfrique dans cinquante ans. Mais lôUnion africaine 

devrait, à mon avis, regarder dans le rétroviseur pour 

essayer de comprendre pourquoi lôAfrique est si en 

retard m°me par rapport ¨ lôAsie, ¨ certains pays 

asiatiques émergents ? Pourquoi lôAfrique demeure 

une source, bon marché, de nos ressources naturelles 

et aussi un marché où le monde occidental et, 

aujourdôhui, lôAsie, d®versent leurs produits 

manufacturés ? 

Pourquoi nos richesses nous entraînent des guerres 

insensées ? Je parle de mon pays, la République 

Démocratique du Congo, qui connaît une guerre 

interminable depuis des décennies, dans sa partie 

Est, ¨ cause de certaines richesses quôon ne trouve 

que dans cette partie du monde. 

ê ce rythme, lôAfrique va-t-elle atteindre ses 

objectifs dans cinquante ans ? Côest une question 

que je pose à chacun de vous, chers collègues 

parlementaires, côest une question que je pose ¨ 

lôUnion africaine. 

Je vous remercie. 

 

HON. MARTIN BOHUE [CĎTE DôIVOIRE] : 

Merci, Monsieur le Président.  

Je voudrais dire un grand merci au présentateur du 

document, mais je dois avouer que je reste un peu 

sur ma faim. 

Le document pr®sente la situation de lôAfrique en 

1963, date de cr®ation de lôOUA, avec pour objectif 

la décolonisation de lôAfrique.  

2002, cr®ation de lôUA ! Quelle est la vision, 

lôobjectif ? Côest le d®veloppement de lôint®gration 

de lôAfrique. Voil¨ ce que jôobserve. 

ê mon avis, d¯s lors quôon a camp® cela, tout le 

document devait, donc, décliner les objectifs 

globaux et spécifiques, de façon claire et nette, qui 

vont permettre à nos petits-enfants, en 2063, de 

v®rifier, si oui ou non, ce qui a ®t® d®fini aujourdôhui, 

est atteint à cette période. Or, je constate que le 

document contient beaucoup de choses, mais on a du 

mal ¨ se retrouver. Et l¨, jôindexe le Bureau, parce 

quôon devait nous remettre ce document ¨ lôavance ; 

au moins hier, nous lôaurions analys® et scrut®, parce 

quôen fait, il ne sôagit pas de discours ; il sôagit de 

quelque chose de bien concret. 

Et donc, si nous voyons les objectifs, on devait 

pouvoir d®gager lôobjectif g®n®ral, les objectifs 

spécifiques. Par rapport à cela, le budget qui nous est 

soumis, nous devrions lôappr®cier, si oui ou non ce 

budget peut permettre ¨ lôUA dôatteindre les 

objectifs quôelle sôest fix®e. Je constate que le 

budget ï on nous dit 308 millions de dollars, en 

francs CFA cela fait environ 155 milliards ; ce qui 

est très bas ; parce que cela veut dire que ­a nôatteint 

m°me pas le niveau du budget dôun £tat ! Enfin, 

même pas, très loin ! Conséquemment, on a le 

budget du PAP qui est dôenviron 14 millions, nôest-

ce pas, de dollars, c'est-à-dire, en francs CFA, 

environ 7 milliards ! Ce qui représente, peut-être, le 

budget dôun petit minist¯re ! Quôest-ce quôon peut 

faire avec ça ? Voilà qui devrait nous permettre, à 

mon avis, vraiment de soulever les pro [Temps de 

parole épuisé]. 

(Applaudissements) 

 

HON. JEANE DôARC NYINAWASE 

[RWANDA ] : Merci, Monsieur le Président, de 

môavoir accord® la parole.  

Je remercie le présentateur pour son brillant exposé. 

Monsieur le Président,  
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Je me demande si je devais parler du budget ou de la 

communication des décisions se rapportant sur la 

répartition du budget, ce budget entre guillemet. 

Monsieur le Président, 

Regardons, en toute franchise, lôarticle 26 

relativement au fonctionnement spécifique des 

commissions permanentes qui sont au nombre dix. 

Si nous jetons un coup dôîil sur le programme des 

activités des commissions, je me demande et 

jôaimerais bien demander au pr®sentateur, quels sont 

les critères utilisés pour la répartition du budget ?  

Monsieur le Président,  

Nous sommes les représentants des peuples 

africains ! Chaque ann®e, au mois dôao¾t, nous 

sommes, ici, pour parler, bavarder, je ne sais pas 

quel mot faut-il utiliser ? Pourquoi donc ce budget 

de programmes insuffisant ? Comment allons-nous 

atteindre nos objectifs en tant que représentants des 

peuples africains dans les commissions alors que 

nous avons des objectifs que nous devons atteindre ? 

Mais sans budget, quel faire ?  

Monsieur le Président,  

Jôaimerais bien quô¨ lôavenir, au lieu de venir nous 

communiquer des d®cisions, il faut quôen tant que 

parlementaires, que nous puissions suivre le 

processus du budget avant son adoption par les 

Chefs de lô£tats. 

Merci, Monsieur le Président.  

 

HON. ASSOUMANA MALAM ISSA  [NIGER]: 

Merci, Monsieur le Président. 

Je voudrais également remercier et féliciter Son 

Excellence Monsieur MWENCHA pour sa 

présentation. 

Jôai une ou deux petites pr®occupations ¨ soulever, 

Monsieur le Président. 

La première, côest dôabord de soutenir le 

questionnement que Monsieur FOULIEH sôest fait 

quant à savoir le rôle ou la place du Parlement 

panafricain dans cet Agenda 2063.  

Je profite pour poser une question au Président du 

Parlement panafricain, pour savoir quel rôle le 

Parlement a-t-il jou® dans le processus dô®laboration 

de cet Agenda ? 

La deuxième préoccupation, côest ®galement un 

soutien au d®veloppement fait par lôHonorable 

Dominic du Ghana, qui a évoqué les questions 

cruciales de lôheure, ¨ savoir, entre autres, la 

question de lôemploi des jeunes, la question du 

ch¹mage, la question de lô®migration clandestine. Il 

est extrêmement important que nous sachions, que 

nous voyions clairement dans cet Agenda 2063, ce 

que fait lôUnion africaine, que feront les £tats 

africains pour se battre contre le chômage, pour 

prendre en compte les préoccupations de la 

jeunesse ?  

Côest l¨ que je voudrais ®galement revenir sur la 

n®cessit® pour lôUnion africaine de prendre en 

compte ces préoccupations là, et de faire en sorte 

quôil y ait une sensibilisation envers les jeunes.  

Quelquôun lôa dit, parmi nous, il y aura tr¯s peu de 

gens qui seront vivants en 2063. Donc, nous sommes 

en train de réfléchir et de vouloir agir pour la 

jeunesse.  

Si cette jeunesse pour laquelle nous travaillons nôest 

pas au courant de ce vous préparez, autrement dit, 

nôest pas inform®e de cet Agenda, nôest pas 

sensibilis®e sur lôAgenda, il est extr°mement 

difficile quôon atteigne les objectifs attendus. Je 

voudrais pour cela dire que, prenez en compte le 

Parlement panafricain, parce que nous avons un 

groupe parlementaire qui sôoccupe de ces questions 

et qui va réfléchir pour faire des propositions à 

lôUnion africaine, pour quôon sensibilise la jeunesse 

et pour quôon lôimplique dans la mise en îuvre du 

Programme. 

Je voudrais, si le temps le permet, lire une partie qui 

justifie ce que je viens de dire. Côest ¨ la page 6, le 

deuxième paragraphe de la question 4 où il est dit :  

« Ainsi, lôAgenda 2063 doit °tre consid®r® comme 

lôoccasion unique de recr®er le r®cit africain en le 

mettant en perspective en vue dôenthousiasmer et de 

dynamiser la population africaine, et dôutiliser son 

®nergie constructive pour d®finir et mettre en îuvre 

un programme r®alisable pour lôunit®, la paix et le 

développement au 21ème siècle. La poussée de 

lôAgenda 2063 est un programme de rajeunissement 

social, économique et politique qui lie le passé au 

pr®sent et ¨ lôavenir afin de cr®er une nouvelle 

génération de panafricanistes qui miseront sur les 

leçons apprises et les utiliseront comme piliers pour 

consolider lôespoir et les promesses des p¯res 

fondateurs dôune v®ritable renaissance de 

lôAfrique ». 

Monsieur le Premier Vice-pr®sident de lôUnion 

Africaine [Temps de parole épuisé]. 
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(Applaudissements) 

HON. TANIMOUNE OUMAROU  [NIGER] : 

Merci, Monsieur le Président.  

Je commencerais par f®liciter lôorateur pour la 

qualité de sa présentation. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Jôaimerais môappesantir sur lôextrait du budget 2014 

de lôUnion africaine, parce que pour moi côest un 

extrait. Certains intervenants lôont dit : « ce nôest pas 

un budget ». 

Monsieur le Président,  

Apr¯s lôexamen de cet extrait, jôai remarqu® une 

forte proportion des dépenses de fonctionnement. 

Pour le budget de la Commission de lôUnion 

africaine : 41 % ; pour le budget du PAP : 76 %. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Cette situation, à mon sens, dénote un manque de 

volonté pour la réalisation des actions 

dôinvestissements durables. On se contente plut¹t de 

vivre au jour le jour, en assurant des dépenses de 

salaires, des dépenses de frais de missions, la 

traduction, les transports, la santé, la documentation, 

les missions dôobservation des ®lections, etc. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Un autre constat que jôai eu ¨ faire de cet extrait ï le 

présentateur lui-m°me lôa reconnu ï côest la forte 

proportion, forte dépendance ï jôallais dire ï du 

budget de lôUnion africaine par rapport aux fonds 

provenant des partenaires extérieurs. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Je pense quô¨ ce niveau, il y a lieu pour lôUnion 

africaine de repenser le mode de financement de son 

budget. Certaines organisations régionales, et même 

sous-r®gionales, ¨ lôimage de la CEDEAO, de 

lôUEMOA ï que je connais ï ont eu à réussir par 

rapport à cette situation. 

Monsieur le Président,  

À mon sens, il va falloir penser à un mode de 

financement du budget de lôUA au moyen dôun 

prélèvement sur le produit intérieur brut (PIB). Cette 

situation va permettre de prendre en compte, 

exactement, le poids économique de chaque pays, de 

chaque nation, que de se contenter des cotisations 

des États membres qui sont, pour ma part, 

forfaitaires. 

Merci, Monsieur le Président.  

 

HON. JACQUELINE AMONGIN  [UGANDA]:  

Thank you, Mr. President.   

First of all, I would like to commend the work you 

are doing and I am happy meet all of you, I think it 

has been quite some time now. I would like to thank 

the presenter of the two papers on the Vision of the 

African Union 2063 and the Budget of the African 

Union Commission, but I have a question.  I do not 

know whether the African Union who are the 

implementers of the dreams of why the African 

Union was formed are still following the dreams of 

the founders of the African Union in terms of the 

2063 Agenda and the ultimate federation or 

integration with regard to having one State as Africa 

because, to me, it is not very clear as to what the 

African Union Commission is trying to address.  

 As someone in Africa, I am interested in knowing 

how the African Union Commission is dealing with 

the issues of conflict within Africa.  I would like to 

know what the AUC is doing right now in the 

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and in the 

different areas like Somalia. When Uganda went to 

Somalia, no other country came up and we call 

ourselves the African Union.  Not even the African 

Union Commission could pressurise other countries 

to go in and support.  Right now, we are paying the 

price and being hit by different disgruntled forces.  

The same applies to Kenya.  So, really, I think the 

African Union should know their needs.  

Mr President, what are they doing in terms of health? 

In reproductive health, in the different countries, 

what is the agenda of the African Union in health 

delivery?  What is the master plan?  What are they 

committing the Heads of State to do?  Must our 

women continue dying while giving birth?  

(Interjection:  Nooooooo!)  Must our women 

continue walking or sitting on boda bodas such as in 

the case of Uganda and other countries, when going 

to the health centres where they are expected to pay 

and they are not able?  I think, really, we should stop 

this talk. Just talking will not help us. 

We want to know: What is the position of the 

African Union in terms of the ICC?  Why only the 

Africans?  What is our role as Africa?  Can we not 

have an African Criminal Court (applause) where 

our Heads of State can be taken?  What is it?  I think 

, as a young person, I would really be interested to 

see what the direction of the African Union is.  I 

would be very comfortable.  However, if we 

continue singing the usual talk, I think we will not 

be moving forward.   
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Mr President, today, unemployment is a great 

problem.  Unemployment is a very great issue.  You 

can go to Coite de Voire, Khartoum, Uganda or any 

of the 54 countries in Africa but you will not see a 

master plan for addressing unemployment in Africa. 

That can only be championed by an institution like 

the African Union Commission. 

Lastly, Mr President, what is our mandate as the 

PAP?  What is the African Union statute saying with 

regard to the scrutiny of the budget?  Must it be 

brought here really when it has been approved?  For 

me really, I would say itôs meaningless.  We have 

just brought this thing to sing about. How can I even 

sing about this budget when I am not going to make 

any additions or changes in it? It is a waste of time. 

So, my question to the presenter of this budget 

today, Your Excellency, Sir, is: Why exactly did you 

bring this budget to the PAP? What do you want us 

to do? In future, even if our mandate or legislative 

powers are not yet clear, it is imperative that before 

this budget is approved by the Assembly, the PAP 

looks at it even though we do not have the powers as 

you claim. As a sister arm of the AU, we will analyse 

and then you take what is necessary from this 

Parliament and it is inputted before it is approved. I 

think that would make sense. 

I thank you, Mr President. 

 

HON. LOIDE L. K ASINGO [NAMIBIA ]:   Thank 

you very much, Honourable Mr President.  

 Allow me to join others in thanking the Deputy 

Chairperson of the AUC for coming here. I know 

that it is not his first time. I also wish to thank him 

for coming to share with us the vision of AU 2063.  

Before I ask the question, I just want to align myself 

with a colleague who put emphasis on the 

importance of African Union finding resources 

within Africa.  It is very important.  The reason we 

are in pain, with no development, is that we are 

being funded from elsewhere.   Although we crafted 

this Agenda 2063, we are not going to implement it 

with funding from within ourselves.   

You will agree with me, Mr President, that the 

person who is feeding you is also controlling your 

mind. For some of us from countries that are a 

product of continental solidarity ï Namibia - yes, I 

agree that there was a time when Africa was really 

united.  During the 1950s, the 1960s, there was a lot 

of solidarity and, from there, Africa has just decided 

to collapse.  Why? It is because those people who 

were looking at our resources decided to divide us 

and it is high time we united. 

I know, Mr President, that you are just the 

administrator of the Heads of State and us but, I am 

sure, you can influence how the Heads of State come 

up with decisions. I know this issue of self 

sufficiency and mobilising resources from within 

Africa came up at the last summit and I know that 

there is a panel led by His Excellency Obasanjo.  I 

was there when he submitted his report.  I was there 

listened to different comments from different Heads 

of State. I agree with him that he was also at pains 

when he said, ñYou people, you are the people who 

are governing. You cannot decide to go to the 

swimming pool and you do not want to get wet.ò  He 

is also with us in saying that Africa must find 

resources from within.  I hope that next January - I 

know these things have been deferred - I hope that 

next January, when they come, they will come up 

with concrete solutions. 

My last question relates to the fact that I have looked 

at the different decisions of the AU, but the one to 

defer the amended protocol of the PAP is not there. 

Why? 

Thank you.  

 

THE PRESIDENT:  Honourable Members, 

Honourable Colleagues, I have exhausted the list of 

Members who had indicated interest to speak. I will 

now call on our guest, His Excellency the Deputy 

Chairperson of the African Union Commission, to, 

please, respond to the issues that have been raised by 

our Members. 

Your Excellency, because the issue of the budget 

coming before the PAP has been raised severally by 

many speakers, I think that it is also pertinent that 

we state the facts the way they are. Your Excellency, 

under the existing protocol establishing the Pan 

African Parliament, in Article 11(2), it gives a very 

clear indication that part of the functions of the Pan 

African Parliament  is to discuss its budget and the 

budget of the community and make 

recommendations thereon prior to its approval by 

the Assembly.  

I know that there have been a lot of attempts to try 

and interpret the word community but we know that 

we referring to the African Union because the 

Assembly, also mentioned there, only exists in the 

African Union and the community to which the Pan 

African Parliament belongs is the African Union 

Community. Therefore, the drafters and the 

visionary fathers who established our Parliament 

had in mind that this Parliament would discuss the 

budget prior to it being sent to the Assembly.  
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On behalf of our colleagues here, we urge the 

commission to please comply with and obey that 

provision in the existing protocol and support the 

work of this Parliament because it is made up of 

Members representing the African people from 

various members States and the Budget of the 

African Union also includes resources that are 

taxpayersô money from member States. It is only 

important that an input is made from this Parliament.  

 

Your Excellency, we invite you to respond.  

Thank you. 

 

 

HIS EXCELLENCY MR ERASTUS 

MWENCHA [DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON OF 

THE AFRICAN UNION COMMISSION ]: Mr 

President, Honourable Members, let me, first of all, 

at the outset, thank all the Honourable Members that 

have taken the Floor to address the two items that we 

presented this morning namely, the Budget 2014 and 

also the strategic plan or Africa 2063 Agenda. 

Thank you for your insights, thank you for the 

conviction and passion with which you have spoken 

and thank you for the information, very rich 

information, you have also provided for this budget 

and also for the Agenda 2063.  

Mr President, I am going to group the response to 

key block issues that have been raised starting with 

the Budget 2014 and then Agenda 2063 before 

attempting to respond to a number of other queries 

that were raised by the Honourable Members.  

Firstly, on the budget, indeed, it has been a major 

struggle for us to synchronise our budget cycle with 

the work plan of the PAP, let alone getting adequate 

and full support from other oversight bodies and, 

particularly, our Committee of Permanent 

Representatives to sequence events in such a way 

that both the PRC and Pan African Parliament can 

have inputs in the budget. One of the things that we 

have done as regards the budget in changing the 

cycle is to change approve of the budget which, 

many of you remember, used to happen in the 

January Summit, to the July Summit.  

The reason for doing so is, first of all, to bring about 

efficiency and effectiveness in the implementation 

of the budget, which would give us adequate time to 

make all the necessary arrangements to have the 

budget in place when the financial year begins. As 

you know, having the budget approved and taking 

measures to implement the budget are two very 

different things. To begin with, we need to inform 

all the member States to make necessary 

arrangements to make their contributions to the 

budget and, in the past, we discovered that this went 

well into May before we started implementing the 

budget.  

In changing the calendar for budget, we have not 

been successful in synchronising although I do 

remember that, at least in the Budget 2009/2010, we 

did try to interact with you although it was still a 

challenge of having it well in hand for you to be able 

to make your inputs. 

So, Mr President, I stand here to encourage us, 

including yourself, that we continue to work with 

other oversight bodies so that we can achieve that 

intention which is stated in the articles of the 

Constitutive Act and the protocol establishing the 

PAP that you have ably referred to. In that context, 

we have already issued the budget preparation cycle 

for 2015. That budget cycle foresees us finishing the 

consultations by May, 2014 and, hopefully, the 

budget approved in the July summit of 2014. I would 

hope that, in your schedule of events, you will take 

this into account. Needless to mention that for the 

2014 Budget, as you noticed, it was approved way 

back in May when, actually, it would not have been 

possible for us to consult you because of the nature 

and tightness of the schedule.  

That notwithstanding, I hope that in the process of 

changing and making provisions for Parliament to 

continue to play its effective role, as I said earlier on 

in the formal statement, as an oversight body, this 

aspect will also be clarified. As your commission, 

we now stand in between two oversight bodies; one 

is the PRC and the other is the PAP let alone the 

process itself that is to be approved by the council 

and the summit which, we hope, will also be 

clarified as we look at these protocols in the future.  

Having said that, let me now say a few words 

concerning the details of the budget as indicated. 

Firstly, a number of you have indicated your 

concern, and rightly so, about the information 

provided in the budget. This information, we know, 

is only a tip of the  iceberg of what we could have 

given to you because the relevant documentation 

which accompanied the budget before it was 

approved are bulky and, which we hope, in the 

future, such information can only be made possible 

during the approval process. The second concern 

that was raised has to do with the structure of the 

budget and I would like to thank some of the 
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Honourable Members who have pointed out, 

particularly, the operational budget and the 

programme budget and, of course, with regard to the 

other parts, I can only leave it to the PAP to answer 

the question as to why, for instance, the PAP Budget 

is more on the operational and less on the 

programme side.  

As rightly pointed out by one Honourable Member, 

even on the African Union Budget, yes we do have 

40 per cent as operational budget and 60 per cent as 

programme budget, but that is still not ideal when 

you look at the structure of that budget.  

The second concern which you have rightly 

mentioned and which we also indicated in our 

statement is that of the contributions. Of course, the 

question that was raised was about budget indicating 

revenue and expenditure sides. Of course, the 

revenue side are the contributions by member States. 

That is why we spend a lot of time indicating what 

the member States will contribute particularly on the 

operational budget whereas the international 

community, our development partners, support us 

with the programme budget. This is an area or issue 

of concern and an area that we should continue to 

work together on. 

 Let me touch on the issues that have been raised 

regarding our moving forward to identify other 

alternative sources so that Africa can own the 

programmes. Africa can reduce the vulnerability of 

the budget being supported by partners which has 

many risks. Africa has resources and, as you 

indicated, it is actually not poor. It is up to us 

summoning our commitment and solidarity like that 

exhibited by our founding fathers and mothers. As it 

was indicated earlier on, that spirit of the 1960s and 

1970s seems to be dwindling and I did indicate, in 

our opening statement, that we need to go back to 

the spirit of our founding fathers and mothers.  

You will remember Kwame Nkrumah saying that 

the independence of Ghana was meaningless unless 

it was accompanied with a total independence of 

Africa. Can we not extend this to even our 

integration agenda that, unless Africa is integrated, 

our individual independence is meaningless and, of 

course, our founding fathers knew that the 

independence of the flag was only one face. Our 

economic independence was going to be a strong 

and even harder struggle. That struggle continues 

and that is why we enlist your support at the PAP 

level and also at the national level so that we can 

achieve our total independence.  

The second question that has been raised is on 

Agenda 2063. Many have spoken to this but I just 

want to clarify one point, that the document before 

you does not attend to the content of what Agenda 

2063 should be. The document before you is merely 

an agenda on how to prepare for 2063. We look 

forward to your input which can come from your 

national perspective but also, as many of you have 

asked, will there be an opportunity for the PAP? We 

did indicate in our statement that we believe we 

should be debate and give full and sufficient input to 

this document which is going to guide us. Questions 

were raised: Why are we talking about 2063 and not 

in the short or medium term? Our response to that, 

Mr President, is that, firstly, if you look at even what 

we are proposing for the preparation of the Agenda 

2063 is to say, they have guide posts. To begin with, 

ten years down the road, we need to prepare a 

scenario which will help us to know that you even as 

we move towards 2063, we will be on the right track. 

It also has to do with maintaining the right speed so 

that we can achieve the objective of 2063.  

We also have another landmark of twenty-five years 

before we get to our cherished goal of 2063. Indeed, 

for 2063 we are saying that we should have that 

common resolve, preach it to our children and to the 

generation that is to come. Yes, granted that many 

of us may not be there in 2063, but Africa will be 

there and, at least, in 2063, let us not have Africa of 

twenty-four States. Let us have Africa of one State 

and that answers the question that was raised. What 

has happened with our political federation? Indeed, 

we have had a varied and a very exhaustive debate 

as to how Africa should approach the integration 

agenda. There are those who advocate that we 

should borrow from others without reinventing the 

wheel. For instance, if you look at the European 

Union (EU), they did not start with political 

integration.  

They started with economic integration and 

gradually expanded. Even politically, they have still 

not achieved that. They are still talking of moving 

gradually, still retaining their political single state 

but, of course, having given away their sovereignty 

in some aspects of political integration. For 

example, in the EU today, there is only one 

spokesperson when it comes to foreign affairs. They 

do not speak as twenty-eight States. They have one 

message that they can speak severally. In Africa, we 

are still speaking as fifty-four States. 

Now, these are some of the things we need to talk 

about. How are we going to approach the four or five 
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scenarios of integration? There is economic, 

political and social integration. How do we engineer 

all these so that we can move in tandem, but 

sequence them in such a way that our integration 

does not become a problem? Those of you who 

know recent history, when the debate of political 

integration was raging all over the continent, many 

thought time for it had not come. Many thought, as 

Kwame Nkrumah had even said, if we united 

politically even economically, it would be easier. 

However, others would argue that it would be better 

to start gradually. That is why, as Africa, we have 

taken all these approaches. For instance, we are 

giving full support to our regional economic 

communities including, for example, the Tripartite, 

where we could see, sooner or later, what we are 

calling a grand free trade area comprising three 

regional economic communities, that is, the East 

African community, COMESA and SADC.  

We hope that similar projects involving Central 

Africa, West Africa and East Africa can start so that 

if, for instance, this Tripartite succeeds, it means that 

half of Africa would have economically come 

together to form a trade block from which we can 

then build as to whether we want free movement of 

people and so on. So, integration must, of necessity, 

be accompanied with political will for us to be 

willing to surrender our sovereignty and this is 

where, as Parliamentarians, as they start interacting 

with their Heads of State and Government, we really 

are the principal delegates leading to our pooling of 

resources.  

You have a privileged position to interact with them 

at national level. At your Parliaments, speak about 

this, discuss it and debate it so that we can achieve 

Africaôs integration. There is no question about it 

and we can talk, as many of you have said, we keep 

on talking. We are good at talking but not 

implementation. Look at even implementation of the 

decisions. One Honourable Member asked what we 

are doing as African Union. There are decisions but 

the AU cannot implement them. Implementation of 

those decisions requires they are domesticated at the 

national level so that they are also given the 

necessary resources for their implementation.  That 

is a part or role that you can play at national level to 

ensure that decisions that are taken are being 

implemented and you can implement many of them 

at the national level.  

Mr President, I now only wish to just highlight a few 

other areas that were indicated just to underscore and 

also agree with the many Honourable Members that 

have spoken on a number of issues that have been 

raised here. One of the issues relates to how we 

continue to support the PAP to be transformed into 

a legislative body, a body that has an oversight role 

and a body that truly represents the people of Africa? 

If you look at the Constitutive Act of the PAP, it says 

it is the peopleôs union. It is not a union of States. It 

is a union of the peoples of the continent and that 

union is embodied by yourselves. We see that 

transformation not only being taken to give you 

legislative powers but even in the way you elected 

to this august House and the resources that will be 

given to you. these are some of the common issues 

that we need to take together and as I can tell you, as 

a Commission, we have been struggling.  

We are continuing to interact, particularly with the 

PRC, and we want to thank for the taking initiative 

to also have a joint retreat with the PRC so that we 

can educate each other to understand that a united 

Africa can only be good for us. In fact, many of us 

keep on asking. We need a study which will tell 

Africa the cost of non- integration. By clinging to 

our national sovereignty, how much do we lose by 

not surrendering our sovereignty? If we monitored 

this I think, perhaps, all of us would be taken to jail 

for having wasted so many opportunities but, Mr 

President, we cannot keep on regretting. What is 

important is for us to move and acquire this status on 

a step-by-step basis for the sake of this continent and 

for the sake of our future.  

A point has been made that we should promote 

African languages. In fact, as Africa, we have 

already come up with what we call the promotion of 

African languages. We have an institution which is 

based in Bamako, Mali, and whose functions are to 

nurture, preserve and develop African languages. As 

many of you have said, let us see whether we could 

introduce Kiswahili, Yoruba, Hausa or whatever 

but, as we do so, we also have to give up a bit of our 

national sovereignty for the sake of efficiency. Take 

the case of United Nations.  

There are delegates from over 200 countries but we 

do not carry our languages there. How come, even 

in the European Union, they have twenty-seven 

languages, but when they go to the European 

Parliament, they only use two languages? The UN 

only uses, I think, three or four languages. The 

working languages are two. Have you ever put, into 

cost, what is means to operate in six languages? It 

makes us inefficient and less effective. Yet, when it 

comes to the UN and other fora, we accept to talk in 

French, English or whatever. As somebody has said, 
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maybe those of us who are Anglophone need to take 

a leaf from those who are Francophone who make 

an effort to learn English but, at least that can reduce 

the cost because, if you think in terms of the cost 

behind the scenes, giving us all these languages now, 

it is very expensive.  

Mr President, I should have also addressed the 

question that has been raised time and again on our 

strategic objective of 2063 by indicating that, 

maybe, as we give you the Budget 2014, we should 

also give you AUC Strategic Plan 2014/2016. Some 

Honourable Members have raised a question as  to 

whether the priorities indicated in the document that 

we have given you are, indeed, the priorities we are 

pursuing. No, that is not the case. What I said is that 

the eight priorities are just discussion issues.  

However, if you look at our Strategic Plan 

2014/2016, indeed, gender is very high on the 

agenda and you will also notice that we are not just 

talking of it being a programme on its own, but being 

mainstreamed together with the youth in each of our 

programmes. And this is something that we also 

need to carry to our national level. It is possible for 

us, in each of our programmes, whether it is on 

procurement, training, employment or access to 

resources to ensure that we have - not just talk about 

it - a very clear timeline and actionable indicators of 

how we will take care of our agenda because, 

without it, Africa will also be losing out because we 

are wasting valuable human resource. As some 

Members have said, part of Africaôs wealth is not 

just mineral, but our people. How much are we really 

empowering our youth and our female gender so that 

they can also effectively contribute to our economic 

integration and development? 

Mr President, a lot has been said, also, concerning 

peace and security. What is the AU doing in this 

area? Somali was given as an example, the DRC was 

mentioned and other spots were also mentioned. If 

there is one area where the AU has really prevailed 

and made its mark, it is in the area peace and 

security. This is because we now have an 

architecture that responds. We work very closely 

with the UN Security Council, but Africa is also 

stepping forward to contribute forces. One 

Honourable Member said we have not been in 

Somalia in the numbers we expect. I want to accept 

that challenge but also raise this challenge to ask 

other Honourable Members to go to their capitals. 

Right now, before the UN Security Council, we have 

a resolution requesting for the re-mandating the 

African Force in Somalia from the current levels of 

about seventeen to about twenty-three. We hope that 

more member States will step forward to do so 

because you can see the challenge that we face. 

Without securing Somalia properly, we will 

continue to have the challenges just like what we 

mentioned.  

Now, the conflict in Somalia is also getting 

infiltrated by international criminals that can also 

cause harm and insecurity in our continent. With 

regard to the DRC, a lot of effort is being put in right 

now. We are working very closely with the UN and 

the leaders of the region so that we can bring, to 

some meaningful closure, this conflict that has gone 

on for too long. However, in all this, again, you go 

back to resources. It is regrettable if you look at the 

amount of money we are now spending on these 

peace missions in Somalia and wherever they are. 

The funding for them, which is not included in the 

budget of the US$308 million I mentioned, runs to 

over well over US$500 million. Almost 100 per cent 

of it is being contributed by our development 

partners.  

How, then, can we secure our peace and security 

when we depend on the development partners? Can 

we not give our own battalions? Look at the 

countries that have given their battalions to be in 

Mali. Who secured Mali? It is the foreign entities 

who rushed to Mali to save the situation but, at least, 

granted, some of our countries have sent forces there 

to help stabilise Mali and the conflict there is 

changing. It is becoming more complicated, but we 

need African forces there. We need resources that 

we can contribute for our forces to go and stabilise 

places like Mali. 

Mr President, a number of other questions that were 

raised were really in-house and I am not going to 

touch on them. Let me respond to a few more that 

have to deal with, for instance, matters to do with 

recruitment and the legislative nature of Parliament. 

We have touched on that. I think, Mr President, if 

there are areas like the issues that were raised about 

what the AU is doing to reduce mortality of mothers, 

making sure that the protocol of the PAP is followed 

and what is being done to mobilise resources for 

implementation, I have taken them globally. That is 

why I will just simply say that if you look at our 

Strategic Plan 2014/2016, it is very exhaustive. It 

gives very specific output, mandates and, also, what 

we expect as results.  

In fact, we are increasingly moving away from just 

being activity based where people will just say we 

had this meeting and this resolution. We are taking 
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specific measures and also giving specific results 

where we will identify, for instance, how we are 

increasing our food security or reducing maternal 

mortality in the continent. All these targets are 

given, but the big issue is that your commission is 

not a government that has resources that can 

implement. Your Commission is only a tool that 

brings together leaders to achieve consensus, agree 

on a vision, develop a plan of action and implement. 

That implementation very much rests at the national 

level where you also play a critical role. It is only by 

us working together and uniting hands that we can 

achieve these objectives and by us working together, 

I can assure you, for the commission, that we are 

honoured in giving you space and mandate.  

What we need then is how we can work together 

with Mr President, whom we continue to work 

together with quite a lot, so that we can, as you do 

yourselves at national level, through our leaders, 

give us that space and also to the oversight bodies 

that we have, like the council, so that we can truly 

have the capacity, through resources and mandate, 

that we can move this continent forward to be a 

better place for us and for our children. I want to 

thank you again, Mr President, for this opportunity. 

I look forward, this time, to coming around before 

the budget process is over. I also implore you to 

continue to play the advocacy role  at the national 

level for the good and for the better of this continent.  

I thank you 

 Applause  

THE PRESIDENT:  Honourable Members let us 

give another round of applause to His Excellency.  

Applause 

THE PRESIDENT:  Your Excellency, on behalf of 

the Bureau and Members of the Pan African 

Parliament, I would like to most sincerely thank you 

for taking time from your very busy schedule to be 

with us today to make the presentations and to 

respond to the issues. You are, indeed, one of the 

most experienced technocrats/politicians in the 

African Union Commission.  

Your wealth of experience has been displayed today. 

We also want to thank you for the continued support 

and special interest that you have taken in the affairs 

of the PAP. As President of the PAP, and even when 

I was Vice President, you had always provided for 

us an open door policy, providing us with a lot of 

very important advice and support that has helped to 

bring the PAP where we are today. We still look 

forward to your continued support to ensure that our 

Parliament is actually and truly a voice for the 

voiceless millions of Africans. We thank you for 

coming and we look forward to working closely with 

you and the rest of the organs of the AU to improve 

the living conditions of millions of our people who 

continue to wallow in poverty, hunger, disease and 

illiteracy. We thank you Your Excellency and God 

bless you  

 

Applause 

 

THE PRESIDENT: Honourable Members, we 

have now come to the end of our business for today 

and I will, therefore, call on the Clerk of Parliament 

to make some house-keeping announcements.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THE CLERK:  Thank you Hon. President. 

I have the following announcements to make 

regarding Committee Meetings in terms of the venue 

and time. 

1) The Committee on Co-operation, 

International Relations and Conflict 

Resolution meets at 1430 hours in Room 

Number 1; 

2) The Committee on Rules, Privileges and 

Discipline meets at 1430 hours in Room 

Number 2;  

3) The Committee on Gender, Family, Youth 

and People with Disability meets at 1430 

hours in Room Number 3; and  

4) The Committee on Justice and Human 

Rights meets at 1430 hours in Room 

Number 4 

5) The Committee on Trade, Customs and 

Immigration meets at 1430 hours in Room 

Number 5. 

 I thank you. 

 

THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you very much.  

______________ 

The House accordingly adjourned at 12.26 until 

Wednesday 23rd October, 2013 at 0900 hours.  

______________ 
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REPORT OF THE  PAN-AFRICAN 

PARLIAMENT  

 

Third Session of the Third Parliament 

_________ 

 

Wednesday, 23 October, 2013 

 

The House met at 09.16 am 

 

[The President in the Chair] 

 

A Moment of Silence for Prayers or Meditation 

was observed 

__________ 

 

THE PRESIDENT: Please, be seated. 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR  

THE PRESIDENT: Honourable Members, I have 

received communication from the Office of the 

Clerk of Parliament in accordance with Rule 8 (5) of 

our Rules of Procedure, advising the President of 

vacancies in the Bureau and of Committees and of 

Caucuses.  

Therefore, in accordance with Rules 8 (1) e, Rule 8 

(9), read along with Rule 9 (2), I hereby declare the 

following positions vacant: 

1) Fourth Vice-President from the East 

African Regional Caucus;  

2) Chairperson of the Committee on Rural 

Economy, Agriculture, Natural Resources 

and Environment; 

3) Deputy Chairperson of the Committee on 

Rural Economy, Agriculture, Natural 

Resources and Environment; 

4) Rapporteur of the Committee on  

Monetary an Financial Affairs; 

5) Rapporteur of the Committee on 

Transport, Industry, Communication, 

Energy, Science and Technology; 

6) Deputy Chairperson of the Committee on 

Health, Labour and Social Affairs; 

7) Deputy Chairperson of the Committee on 

Education, Culture ,Tourism and Human 

Resource;  

8) Rapporteur of the Committee on  Gender, 

Family, Youths and People with 

Disability; 

9) Chairperson of the Committee on 

Administrative and  Financial Evaluation 

(CAFÉ); and 

10)  Chairperson of the Womensô Caucus. 

Honourable Members, furthermore, in accordance 

with Rule 15 (2) of our Rules of Procedure, the Clerk 

shall call for submission of candidatures at least 

seven (7) days before the election. Therefore, we 

request the Clerk to call for submission for 

candidatures for the positions that have been 

declared vacant.  

Hon. Members, we have a Notice of Motion and I 

wish to inform Hon. Members that on 21st October, 

2013, we received a written Notice of Motion from 

the Hon. Cecilia Atim-Ogwal to pay tribute to the 

late former President of the Pan African Parliament 

His Excellency Hon. Dr Idriss Moussa Ndele and 

this Motion was submitted in accordance with the 

provisions of Rule 60 of our Rules of Procedure and 

will be on the Order Paper on Thursday 24th October, 

2013 

Point of Procedure 

THE PRESIDENT:  Chairperson of Justice 

HON. CHAIRPERSON OF THE JUSTICE 

COMMITTEE: Thank you, Mr President, and I am 

sorry for intervening. I am rising on a point of 

procedure to seek guidance from the President on the 

first issue of vacancies. I have listened carefully and, 

to the best of my recollection, there are some 

positions that have fallen vacant. These have come 

about because Members are not coming back to the 

House, but there are also vacancies that have been 

declared vacant and yet I can see the Hon. Members 

who held them within this House. We need 

clarification as to how this came about because my 

understanding was that, if a Member is here and the 

term of office is three (3) years, then someone has to 

complete the term. I am a bit confused and would 

like clarification on how that came about. 
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THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you.  

May I seek the intervention of the Chairperson of the 

Rules Committee of the House on the interpretation 

of the various Sections relating to Members being 

re-designated and sworn-in afresh as provided for in 

Rule 9 (2) of our Rules and Procedure, and its 

implications?   

 

HON. ZELY PIERRE INZOUNGOU 

MASSANGA [PRÉSIDENT DE LA 

COMMISSION PERMANENTE DES 

RÈGLEMENTS, DES PRIVILÈGES ET DE LA 

DISCIPLINE]  : Merci Monsieur le Président. 

Le Règlement intérieur dispose en son article 9, 

alinéa 2 sur le serment ou la déclaration solennelle 

dôentr®e en fonction que : 

« En cas de réélection ou de re-

désignation, le parlementaire panafricain 

commence un nouveau mandat. Il prête à 

nouveau serment conformément aux 

dispositions de lôalin®a pr®c®dent ».  

Voil¨ ce que dit lôarticle 9, Monsieur le Pr®sident, 

sur le serment ou la d®claration solennelle dôentr®e 

en fonction pour le parlementaire qui a été réélu et 

redésigné par son parlement national. Il doit à 

nouveau pr°ter serment parce quôil commence un 

nouveau mandat.  

Est-ce que côest clair ?  

 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. 

HON. CHAIRPERSON OF THE JUSTICE 

COMMITTEE:  Mr President, I just need to be 

helped further.  Can he now relate that to Article 16 

(10) and 8? They must be read together. Have they 

consulted them? 

 

HON. ZELY PIERRE INZOUNGOU 

MASSANGA [PRÉSIDENT DE LA 

COMMISSION PERMANENTE DES 

RÈGLEMENTS, DES PRIVILÈGES ET DE LA 

DISCIPLINE]  : Je ne sais pas ce quôil veut 

exactement, notre collègue ?  

Oui ! article 16 alinéa, 10 : « Le mandat du Bureau 

du Parlement panafricain est de trois ans ». Le 

Bureau en tant quôorgane a un mandat de trois ans, 

pas les membres du Bureau. Le mandat dôun 

membre du Bureau est lié à son mandat national, 

mais le Bureau en tant quôorgane du Parlement, a un 

mandat précis de trois ans.  

Est-ce que bien clair ? 

 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you.  

Hon. Members, can I please be given a minute to 

respond to the Chairperson of the Justice 

Committee. Chairperson of Justice, you raised Rule 

16 (10), which says: ñThe term of office of a Bureau 

Member of the Pan African Parliament shall be three 

(3) yearsò , and we agree. It was passed by this 

House. 

Rule 16 (11) further says that:  ñIn the event of a 

vacancy during the term of office of a Member of an 

organ of the PAP, the Member elected in 

replacement shall complete the term of his/her 

predecessor and it may be renewed once.ò 

Even when we agree that the term is three (3) years, 

there is contemplation that there could be vacancy 

and in that provision, once the vacancy exists, the 

new person elected to complete that term will only 

sit for the duration of that term. Now, the issue that 

has been a point of argument relates to what has been 

the practice in the past. 

We know we have had a situation where people have 

gone for elections in the past and come back, sworn-

in and continued in their offices, which we believe 

is against the intent of the Rules. The Rules are quite 

clear that any Member who goes for election and is 

re-elected and re-designated to this Parliament will 

be returning to start a new term of office. When you 

start a new term of office, can you legally justify 

carrying-over a mandate from your last term of 

office into your new term of office? 

As law makers and as leaders of our continent who 

are against any coups and make loud and clear 

statements against people who sit tight in office 

when they have not been re-elected and their tenure 

has expired, we must be seen to be above board and 

must be seen to lead by example. 

I believe that those who made these Rules had a clear 

intention that once your mandate is finished and 

renewed, you would seek re-election from the same 

constituency that elected you in the first place. 

We, as politicians, should not be afraid of elections. 

Our ability to perform our duties should stand for us 

at all times and, as Parliamentarians, we must be 
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seen to be applying the Rules of Procedure to the 

letter. I believe that this procedure will help us to 

bring about transparency, fairness and development 

of democracy on our continent. 

Hon. Colleagues, we believe that in this process, 

unless we have a different interpretation, the Rules 

Committee, by our Rules, is the legitimate body to 

interpret our Rules. I have sought clarification and I 

believe that this matter should be laid to rest as it is.  

I thank you. 

 

HON. DIKGANG PHILLIP MAKGALEMELE 

[BOTSWANA]: Thank you, Mr President. 

I think with that explanation, I just want to cross-

check if I heard you properly when you were giving 

us the list of positions which are vacant because, 

based on what you have just explained, any Member 

who was holding office and goes for elections, the 

position they were holding becomes vacant. I want 

to cross-check whether that, therefore, means that 

the position of the First Vice-President and the 

Fourth Vice-President are also vacant. 

 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. 

The Fourth Vice-President has been re-designated 

and re-sworn-in. So, she is starting a fresh mandate. 

The First Vice-President has not been re-designated 

and has not been re-sworn-in and I believe that his 

Parliament, from the information available to us, is 

still sitting up to the 29th of this month. So, his 

original mandate is still valid. 

Therefore, for all those whom we have clear 

information that they have lost elections and, as 

such, will not even be available for re-designation of 

a re-swearing or those who have gone for elections 

but have not yet been re-designated by their 

Parliaments, their positions will be declared vacant 

as they arise and we have the appropriate 

information thus required to do so. 

 

UN HONORABLE MEMBRE : Merci, Monsieur 

le Président.  

Je pense que dans notre texte, il y a un grand 

problème, une contradiction totale. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Si nous lisons lôarticle 8 qui dit : « Le si¯ge dôun 

parlement devient vacant en cas de é » [Micro 

éteint]. 

Point of Order 

HON. MEMBER: Hon. Mr President, when a 

matter is debated in the House and the President has 

passed a decision, it is out of order for Members to 

continue debating it. 

We debated on what transpired and you have passed 

a ruling. It is completely and extremely out of order 

for a Member to revive the debate. So, I want to 

declare that the Hon. Member, much as I like her, is 

completely out of order. 

Thank you Hon. Mr President. 

 

THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you very much, Hon. 

Colleague, but In this very peculiar circumstance, let 

us give those Hon. Members who will require 

further clarification an opportunity to be heard. 

I thank you. 

 

UN HONORABLE MEMBRE : Merci, Monsieur 

le Président. 

Je disais quôil y a un grand probl¯me dans notre 

texte, une contradiction totale au niveau de certains 

articles.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Si nous regardons lôarticle 8 :  

« Le si¯ge dôun parlement devient vacant 

en cas de : 

a) Décès ;  

b) Démission par écrit au Président ; 

c) Incapacité physique ou mentale ; 

d) Destitution pour mauvaise conduite ;  

e) Cessation de membre du parlement 

national ou de tout autre organe 

délibérant ; 

f)  é ». 

Monsieur le Président,  

Je vais môarr°ter ici :  

g) « Rappel par le parlement national ou 

de tout autre organe délibérant ». 
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Monsieur le Président,  

Est-ce que les deux postes vacants des organes 

délibérants vous ont déjà été déposés ? Ou vous ont-

ils informé que des parlementaires représentant leurs 

pays ne sont pas ici, ou nôont pas de qualités de 

parlementaires ?  

Jôaimerais avoir un ®claircissement ! 

Monsieur le Président, 

Si on continue :  

« En cas de vacance annoncée 

conform®ment ¨ lôalin®a 5 ci-dessus, le 

Secr®taire doit en notifier lô£tat membre 

ou, dans le cas dôune vacance ®tablie au 

titre du paragraphe (g) alin®a 1, lô£tat 

concerné ». 

Encore :  

« En cas de vacance annoncée au titre de 

lôalin®a 5 ci-dessus, lô£tat membre sera 

invité à élire ou désigner une personne en 

qualité de membre du Parlement et de 

notifier le Secrétariat, conformément à 

lôalin®a (1) de lôarticle 6 ». 

Jôaimerais avoir des ®claircissements, Monsieur le 

Pr®sident, sur lôarticle 8. 

Merci, Monsieur le Président. 

 

THE PRESIDENT: Hon. Member, what Article 

are you referring to, in particular, because I am a bit 

confused? Could you clarify the particular Article of 

the Rules of Procedure and Sections and sub Section 

you are reading? 

 

UN HONORABLE MEMBRE : Merci, Monsieur 

le Président. 

Je voudrais savoir celui qui déclare la vacance de 

siège ? En lisant lôarticle 8 de notre texte, je me 

disais quôil y a peut-être des contradictions dans nos 

textes. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Si nous lisons lôarticle 8, nous voyons tr¯s bien 

comment la vacance de poste se déclare sur ce que 

je viens de lire. Si vous regardez très bien, Monsieur 

le Président, je ne sais pas quand est-ce quôon 

déclare une vacance de poste ? Côest ce que je disais, 

Monsieur le Pr®sident, conform®ment ¨ lôarticle 8. 

Merci, Monsieur le Président. 

 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. 

HON. ASSOUMANA MALAM ISSA [NIGER]: 

Merci, Monsieur le Président. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Relativement ¨ cette question, je voudrais quôon 

aille de façon concrète. Il semble que nous sommes 

en train de faire des généralités alors que la 

compréhension allait être plus facile si on a pris les 

choses au cas par cas. 

La 4ème Vice-présidente a fait des élections semble-

t-il, et quôelle est r®®lue, mais que maintenant son 

poste est déclaré vacant.  

Alors, jôai deux questions :  

Première question : Est-ce à dire que si on revient 

pour lô®lection au poste de 4ème Vice-président le 

poste va être ouvert ? 

Monsieur le Président,  

Je voudrais que vous me le confirmiez parce quôil 

semble que le lundi ou cô®tait quel jour, vous 

semblez dire que peut-être pour votre cas aussi, il y 

aurait des élections au cours de votre mandat.  

Deuxième question : Est-ce à dire que si vous 

partez aux élections, le poste de Président du 

Parlement panafricain va être ouvert ?  

Si côest le cas, je pense quôil faut quôon revienne sur 

ce quôelle a dit ; quôon revoit nos textes parce quôon 

ne va pas avoir des petits mandats de trois ans et 

revenir à faire des élections chaque année ou tous les 

deux ans. 

Merci, Monsieur le Président. 

 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. 

HON. OBAMI -ITOU ANDRÉ [CONGO]  : 

Merci, Monsieur le Président. 

Je crois que dans cette salle, il y a des juristes. Lors 

de la rédaction de ce Règlement intérieur ï je parle 

en ma qualité de membre de ce Parlement depuis sa 

création ï il nôa pas ®t® facile dôadopter notre 
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Règlement intérieur, mais enfin les parlementaires y 

sont parvenus. 

Côest clair, la perte de mandat au titre de 

parlementaire panafricain, lorsque vous avez perdu 

le mandat national ou tout autre organe délibérant ï 

lôorgane d®lib®rant peut °tre le Conseil National de 

Transition dans certains pays, c'est-à-dire quôil nôy a 

pas un Parlement élu, il y a une situation toute 

particulière, par exemple en République 

Centrafricaine (RCA), il y a un Conseil National de 

Transition ; si la situation évolue, peut-°tre quôils 

pourront intégrer le PAP.  

Bref ! Nous ne sommes pas là.  

Lorsque vous perdez votre mandat national, vous 

perdez le mandat de parlementaire panafricain. Si 

vous êtes réélu dans votre pays, vous revenez ici 

comme un nouveau, parce que vous devez prêter 

serment. Mais il nôest pas dit que parce quôavant 

dôaller aux élections chez vous, vous étiez président 

dôune commission et maintenant que vous °tes r®®lu, 

vous revenez, vous regagnez ce siège, non !  

(Applaudissements) 

Vous ne regagnez pas immédiatement le poste que 

vous occupiez parce que vous aviez déjà perdu votre 

mandat. Vous revenez comme un nouveau et vous 

prêtez serment. En ce moment là, le poste reste 

ouvert et on fait des élections. 

Sôagissant des bureaux, il y a le principe de rotation, 

ce qui signifie que si le Premier Vice-président était 

issu dôune r®gion, par exemple lôAfrique centrale, 

côest parmi les candidats de lôAfrique centrale quôil 

faut trouver le 1er Vice-président. 

Voilà ma clarification.  

Merci, Honorable Président. 

 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Your Excellency. 

HON. SHEKU B. B. DUMBUYA [SIERRA 

LEONE]: Mr. President, I can see that this issue is 

becoming increasingly contentious. We had never 

thought of it and we never knew we would come to 

this. We already have a programme for today and I 

would want to advise that we defer this issue. The 

Bureau, with the collaboration of the Committee on 

Rules of Procedure and the Committee on Justice 

will have to sit and discuss it and you can come back 

to us later. 

The more we continue to discuss this issue, we are 

going to eat into our time because any contentious 

issue is a potential é.interruptons 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. 

I will take two more interventions and then we will 

close this issue. 

 

UN HONORABLE MEMBRE : Merci, Monsieur 

le Président. 

Je pense que le fr¯re qui môa pr®c®d®, avant celui qui 

vient dôintervenir, a parl® du droit. Ici, le probl¯me 

relève du droit. On est parlementaire panafricain ès 

qualité c'est-à-dire côest parce que vous °tes 

parlementaire chez vous que vous êtes parlementaire 

panafricain. On occupe le poste de responsabilité de 

Bureau, côest aussi ¯s qualit®s mais dôun degr® 

supérieur, parce que les postes qui sont donnés au 

sein de notre Parlement, côest ¯s r®gional. Ce qui 

suppose que lorsque vous perdez la qualité vous 

perdez tous les postes. Si vous perdez la qualité de 

député chez vous, vous perdez tous les postes. Au 

niveau de la région, votre région doit présenter le 

candidat parce que côest au nom de la r®gion, qui doit 

remplacer son fr¯re ou sa sîur qui nôest plus ¨ ce 

poste. 

Le reste du débat est stérile. 

 

THE PRESIDENT: Hon. Member. 

HON. PATRICK MWALULA MUCHELEKA 

(ZAMBIA):  Thank you Mr. President. 

I do not agree with the Hon. Member from Sierra 

Leone who said that this issueéinterruptions 

THE PRESIDENT:  Can you, please, go straight to 

the point if you have a contribution to make. 

HON. PATRICK MWALULA MUCHELEKA 

(ZAMBIA):  The point, Mr. President, is that we are 

talking about strengthening an institution and our 

own rules which we must respect. I think that an 

interpretation has been given and it is very clear, and 

you have made a ruling. Therefore, that is the ruling 

that should stand. If there are vacancies, indeed, they 

will be filled in accordance with our Rules.  

The problem we may have, Mr President, is that we 

might fall into the trap of thinking about those 

individuals or friends of ours who occupy those 

positions. There is nothing personal. We are merely 
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trying to strengthen the Rules and our institution as 

Parliament so that when we call on others to respect 

the rules, we must be seen to be the first ones to do 

so. 

Therefore, Mr. President, I want to support the 

ruling that you made that those vacancies should be 

filled in accordance with the Rules. Therefore, there 

is nothing contentious about this particular ruling. 

I thank you, Sir. 

 

THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you very much. 

Thank you for that contribution. Hon. Member from 

South Africa, you are the last to make a contribution 

on this issue. 

 

HON. MEMBER [SOUTH AFRICA ]:  Thank you 

very much. 

I would like to concur with all those who have said 

that we accept your ruling. I would like to caution 

Members in this House about making decisions to 

send issues back to the Bureau to be decided for you. 

The position of the Fourth Vice-President has to be 

endorsed by this House and you must make the 

decision on it. Do not send issues away and then 

complain later because you gave away the control. 

Thank you. 

 

THE PRESIDENT:  I thank you very much and, in 

accordance with the Rules of Procedure that the 

Committee on Rules remains the interpreter of our 

Rules of Procedure, the ruling that was announced 

earlier stands. 

I thank you.   

[The Second Vice-President in the Chair] 

 

THE SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT: Buenos días. 

ahora invito al Secretario General del Parlamento, 

para presentar el orden del día. 

Invito al Honorable Behtel Amadi, Presidente del 

Parlamento Pan Africano, para hacer su 

presentación. 

 

HON. BETHEL AMADI [PRESIDENT OF THE 

PAN AFRICAN PARLIAMENT]: Your 

Excellencies, Members of the Bureau of the Pan 

African Parliament, my distinguished Hon. 

Colleagues; Members of the Pan African 

Parliament; it is for me a special honour and 

privilege to stand before you to present the activity 

report of the Pan African Parliament for the period 

from May, 2013 to October, 2013. 

2. UPDATE ON THE TRANSFORMATION 

PROCESS 

Hon. Colleagues, this report contains some of the 

important activities of the Pan African Parliament, 

showing the progress made and challenges 

encountered in the process. The report covers areas 

of legislative business, administration, emerging 

issues in the execution of our statutory mandate, our 

relationship with other organs of the AU, 

international relations and relations with our 

development partners, during the period under 

review.  

Dear colleagues, you will recall that in my activity 

report at the last session, in May/June 2013, I 

presented to you an update on the transformation 

process of our Protocol. In that report, I did inform 

you that at the 20th Session of the African Union 

Summit in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, the Assembly 

deferred the consideration of all legal instruments, 

including our Protocol to the following Session in 

May, 2013.  

However, in  May, 2013, the Assembly once again 

deferred the consideration of the draft report on the 

Protocol to the next Ordinary Session scheduled for 

January, 2014 and specifically recommended that a 

more in-depth consultation be undertaken on the 

draft Protocol, with respect to articles 8(1)(a) and 

8(2) on the legislative and oversight powers. This 

afforded us yet another opportunity to continue our 

advocacy for the support of the transformation 

process.  

3. ADVOCACY MISSIONS  

During the period under review and within the limits 

of the available resources, we, the Bureau, on your 

behalf, were able to make advocacy visits to some 

countries to meet and consult with Heads of State 

and Government, and the Speakers of their National 

Parliaments, regarding the need to support the 

transformation process of the Pan African 

Parliament. 

¶ Republic of Niger 

We visited the Republic of Niger from the 16th 

to the 18th of June, 2013 and met with His 

Excellency Elh Mahamadou Issoufou, the 



Pan-African Parliament Hansard Report, Third Session of the Third Parliament 

October 2013 

 

50 
 

President of the Republic of Niger as well as the 

Speaker of the National Assembly, His 

Excellency Hamam Amadou and had fruitful 

deliberations. 

¶ Republic of Namibia 

We were also in the Republic of Namibia from 

the 1st to the 2nd of July, 2013 where we met 

with His Excellency, Hifikepunye Pohamba, the 

President of the Republic of Namibia and also 

held discussions with the Prime Minister, His 

Excellency Hage Geingob as well as the 

Speaker of the National Assembly of the 

Republic of Namibia, Hon. Theo-Ben Gurirab.  

¶ Republic of Botswana 

During our visit to the Republic of Batswana 

from 22nd ï 23rd July, 2013,  we met and had 

fruitful consultations with His Excellency, 

Lieutenant-General Seretse Khama Ian Khama, 

the President of the Republic of Botswana and 

the Speaker of the National Assembly His 

Excellency Hon. Margaret N. Nasha.  

¶ Republic of Togo 

We also visited the Republic of Togo from the 

30th to 31st July, 2013, met and had productive 

deliberations with His Excellency, Faure 

Gnassingbe, the President of the Republic of 

Togo, and deliberations were also very fruitful.  

¶ African Ambassadors in Washington  

Hon. Colleagues, we, also, from the 16th to the 

19th of April 2013, had the opportunity to meet 

and address the African Diplomatic Corps in 

Washington DC, in the United States of 

America (USA), and briefed them on the 

activities of the Pan African Parliament as well 

as solicited for their support for the 

transformation of our Parliament.   

4. UPDATE ON THE IMPLEMENTATION 

OF THE PAP APPROVED 

ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE  

Colleagues, you will agree with me that right from 

the approval of the PAP structure and the subsequent 

approval of the roadmap for its implementation by 

the Bureau in line with the approved implementation 

methodologies, I have consistently given you an 

update on the systematic processes being undertaken 

by the Bureau in the implementation of the approved 

structure.  

Accordingly, on 7th May, 2013, during the 2nd 

Ordinary Session of the 3rd Parliament, I presented 

to the Plenary, the Activity Report of the Bureau for 

the period covering October, 2012 to May, 2013. 

Item 3 of the report was on the progress report on 

ñthe Implementation of the PAP Approved 

Structureò, wherein I outlined the processes that had 

been undertaken thus far, including the various staff 

briefings particularly of 1st March 2013, the setting 

up of the PSIP Committee made up of various 

categories of staff and the announcement of 

vacancies for the 48 prioritised positions posted on 

the PAP website on 6th May, 2013. The progress 

report was discussed and adopted by the Plenary. 

The Plenary then encouraged the Bureau to continue 

the implementation process in line with the outlined 

roadmap by the Bureau in full transparency.  

In the same vein, the Bureau has consistently 

updated the African Union Commission (AUC) and 

Permanent Representative Committee (PRC) on the 

progress report on the implementation of the 

structure, outlining all the steps and sequence of 

events undertaken by the Pan African Parliament in 

the recruitment process, without receiving any 

objection. Furthermore, in the PAP activity report 

which I presented to the 26th Ordinary Session of the 

PRC in May 2013, paragraph 2 thereof contained a 

detailed update on our journey so far on the 

recruitment process (including the appointment of 

an internationally reputable independent 

management consulting firm - Delloite), to help 

drive the process in full transparency and requested 

for the release of the necessary funds to support the 

process as approved by the Executive Council. The 

said report was highly commended and adopted by 

all the policy organs of the AU, without any 

reservation whatsoever. However, only 500, 000 

USD was eventually approved for the recruitment 

process and is yet to be released.  

The non release of the fund as approved by the 

Executive Council and the unfortunate internal 

administrative challenges temporarily stalled the 

process, resulting in a three-month delay. The 

recruitment process could not, therefore, be 

completed as earlier programmed. 

However, with the funding support from one of our 

partners, the GIZ that pays for the technical advisor 

and the independent management consulting firm, 

we have managed to keep the recruitment process on 

course. As this stand today, the shortlisting of the 

first set of applicants, from D1 to P4, has been done 

by the technical management consulting team and 

the selection process is expected to be concluded by 

the end of December 2013 for the five most senior 

positions from D1 ï P4. The Bureau remains 
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committed and unwavering in its resolve to 

implement the recruitment process to its logical 

conclusion, and in full transparency, despite the 

obvious resistance from some quarters. We hope to 

finally conclude the whole process by the middle of 

2014 if adequate resources are made available.  

5. SPEAKERSô CONFERENCE 

Consistent with our tradition and in line with Article 

18 of the Protocol establishing the Pan African 

Parliament, which requires the Pan African 

Parliament to work in close collaboration with 

national Parliaments and Regional Parliamentary 

Bodies, the Pan African Parliament organised a 

Speakersô Conference which was preceded by a 

Meeting of the Clerks of African Parliaments on the 

15th and 16th August, 2013. The theme of the 

conference was on the ñRole of Parliaments in the 

past 50 years and in the next 50 yearsò. The theme 

of this conference is an affirmation of the 

recognition that Africaôs democratic institutions are 

key to achieving sustainable development across 

Africa. The former President of Cape Verde, His 

Excellency Pedro Pirez, was the special guest of 

honour who made a powerful expose on Pan 

Africanism and African Renaissance. 

The conference affirmed that: Pan Africanism and 

African renaissance is a vital engine of African 

integration and growth, and that there is need to 

reflect on the progress made to date on African 

integration. On the issue of the transformation of 

the Pan African Parliament, the conference 

resolved that special attention should be paid to the 

Draft Protocol of the PAP. In this regard, the 

conference recommended that Parliaments should 

take the responsibility of sensitising the Heads of 

State and Governments and Ministers of Foreign 

Affairs on the need for legislative powers for the 

PAP. It also identified intra-African trade as one of 

the key areas for growth and agreed that the 

expansion of trade and intra-African trade are 

fundamental to sustaining economic growth in 

Africa. To this end, the conference resolved that 

special attention should be given to free movement 

of people, goods and services with special attention 

to women traders. In this regard, the conference 

recommended that the PAP should work in 

conjunction with sub-regional and national  

Parliaments to harmonise legislation to remove 

current trade barriers. It was also recommended that 

the PAP, in conjunction with national Parliaments, 

should make concerted efforts to accelerate the 

ratification, domestication and implementation of 

the AU instruments. The resolutions and 

recommendations of the conference are contained in 

the report.  

6. MEETING WITH SPEAKERS OF 

REGIONAL PARLIAMENTARY 

ASSEMBLIES 

In accordance with Article 18 of the Protocol 

establishing the Pan African Parliament which 

requires the PAP to convene annual consultative 

fora with regional Parliamentary bodies, the Bureau 

of the PAP met with the Speakers of the SADC-PF, 

ECOWAS-P, EALA and CEMAC on 16th August 

2013. The meeting had discussion on the following 

matters: 

¶ How to collaborate on the harmonization and 

co-ordination of laws of member States; 

¶ How to contribute to the integration agenda; and  

¶ The promotion of AU decisions in Member 

States.  

Finally, the meeting resolved to meet annually on 

the edges of the Speakersô Conference organised by 

the PAP.  

7. SPECIAL SUMMIT ON HIV/AIDS, 

TUBERCULOSIS AND MALARIA : 12 ï 16 

JULY 2013, ABUJA 

A delegation of the PAP participated in the Special 

Summit of the African Union on HIV/AIDS, 

Tuberculosis and Malaria from 12th ï 16th July 2013 

in Abuja, Nigeria. The main aim of the Abuja +12 

Special Summit was to review the status of 

implementation of the Declarations and Frameworks 

for Action from the 2000 Abuja Summit on Roll 

Back Malaria; the 2001 Abuja Summit on 

HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Other Related 

Infectious Diseases (ORID); and the 2006 Special 

Summit on HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Other 

Related Infectious Diseases (ORID). This Special 

Summit reviewed the status of Africa Governmentsô 

investment in the various national HIV/AIDS, 

Tuberculosis and Other Related Infectious Diseases 

(ORID) responses; and adopted a set of actions to 

enhance the continentôs response and effort at 

reversing the impact of these diseases by ensuring 

universal access to services and strengthened health 

systems.  

8. WORKSHOP ON TRADE BY THE 

SOUTHERN AFRICAN CAUCUS IN 

NAMIBIA  

In an effort by the PAP to promote the co-ordination 

of policies in the constituencies of member states, as 

required in Article 11(7) of the Protocol, the 
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Southern African Caucus of the PAP, in 

collaboration with the private sector in Namibia 

organized a workshop on Infrastructure and 

Development in the Southern Region on July 1st to 

5th, May 2013 in Walvis Bay, Namibia. The 

objectives of the workshop among others were to 

inform the members on the Infrastructure and 

Development in Southern African Region; to 

enhance regional integration within the Southern 

Region; and to build the capacity of members to 

enable them lobby their countries to prioritize 

Infrastructure and Development so as to promote 

regional integration within the region. The region 

agreed that there was need to align SADC Statesô 

domestic policies and laws with the SADC Treaty 

on Trade.  

9. FACT FINDING MISSION TO THE 

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC  

Latest developments in the political, security and 

humanitarian situation in the Central African 

Republic caught the attention of PAP which 

dispatched a fact-finding mission led by Hon. 

Mohamed Guidji, Deputy Chairperson of the 

Committee on Justice to the country from 2nd to 4th 

October 2013, in order to gather sufficient 

information that will enable us to propose solutions 

to the crisis in that country. The mission report will 

be presented for your deliberations. 

10. COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES  

During the period under review, various Committees 

participated in a number of regional and 

international meetings and workshops. All the ten 

permanent Committees of the Pan African 

Parliament also held their second statutory meetings 

for the year 2013, between12-16 August, 2013. 

During the said period, the Committees had 

interaction with various invited stakeholders, 

received presentations and organized workshops. 

Some of the Committees activities will include the 

following:  

(i) The Committee on Justice and Human 

Rights, represented by its Chairperson, 

Hon. Onyango Kakoba, participated in 

Technical Experts Consultation to 

Review the African Transitional 

Justice Framework (ATJPF) from 29-

31 August, 2013, in Nairobi, Kenya. 

The detailed report of this Committee 

will be presented for your 

consideration.  

(ii)  The Committee on Gender, 

represented by the Chairperson, Hon. 

Francisca Domingo Stomas, Hon. 

Evelyn Nawases (Namibia), Hon. 

Claire Nassa Marie Guigma (Burkina 

Faso), participated in the 30 of African 

Women Decade and the Steering 

Committee of the Fund for African 

Women, between 9 and 11 June, 2013, 

in Tunis, Tunisia. The full report will 

be presented by the Committee.  

(iii)  Hon. Bohue Martin of the Committee 

on Co-operation represented the PAP 

at the meeting of the Continental 

Structural Conflict Prevention 

Framework (CSCPF) which took place 

on from 14-16 June, 2013 in Kigali, 

Rwanda.  

(iv) The Committees on Education, 

Culture, Tourism and Human 

Resources and The Committee on 

Justice and Human Rights were jointly 

briefed by His Excellency Dr Kishore 

Singh, UN Special Rapporteur on 

Education and the UN Charter on 

Basic Education Rights and His 

Excellency Dr Martial Ikoung, AU 

Commissioner of Human Resource 

Sciences and Technology.  

(v) Committee on Trade, Customs and 

Immigration Matters received a 

presentation on Intra-Africa Trade, 

from the African Union Department of 

Trade and Industry, the members were 

informed on the important decisions 

made by AU Assembly related to 

Boosting Intra-African Trade and Fast 

Tracking the Continental Free Trade, 

the Framework, Road Map and 

Architecture, they decided that the 

CFTA should be operationalised by 

the indicative date of 2017 and the 

challenges and opportunities of Intra-

Africa Trade discussed.  

(vi) Committee on Co-operation, 

International Relations and Conflicts 

Resolutions received presentation 

from the ICRC on responding to 

humanitarian concerns in armed 

conflict: ICRC Operations in Africa 

and presentation from the APRM on 

the role of the Parliament in 

monitoring the APRM Member states. 

The Committee resolved to send fact 

finding missions to Mali and Central 

African Republic. 

(vii)  Committee on Rural Economy, 

Agriculture, Natural Resources and 

Environment organized a Joint 
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workshop on Climate and Energy 

jointly with Committee on Transport 

on 15-16 August 2013, the objectives 

of the workshop were to inform the 

members on the impact of climate 

change on the African Continent, the 

role of parliamentarians in fighting 

poverty with power and how 

parliamentarians can assist in securing 

funds for energy projects and take 

legislative actions when they are 

required.  

The Committee considered and 

adopted the report of the workshop on 

Making Agricultural Investment work 

for Africa: a Parliamentarianôs 

response to the land rush, on 26-27 

April 2013 in Kigali, Rwanda.  

(viii)  Committee on Health, Labour and 

Social Affairs received presentation 

from the NEPAD Agency on the 

progress on the Model Law on African 

Medicines Registration 

Harmonization (AMRH) and the 

preparations for the planned meetings 

for October 2013. The Committee 

considered and adopted the draft report 

on the Pan African Parliamentary 

Dialogue on Strengthening the AIDS 

Response in Africa. The report will be 

presented by this Committee to the 

Plenary.  

(ix) Committee on Gender, Family, Youth 

and People with Disability organized a 

workshop on Foundational Principles 

and Policy Priorities in Family Policies 

on the Continent, the objectives of the 

workshop among others were to gain 

understanding of some of what is 

already happening in Africa, on a 

regional and national level, with 

regards to the family. This will be 

linked to the international picture and 

for the Committee to start engaging 

with the topic of óthe familyô within 

the context of PAP and AU, to enlarge 

the understanding of the Committeeôs 

mandate in this regard. 

(x) Committee on Justice and Human 

Rights with the Committee on 

Education jointly received 

presentation from Dr Kishore Singh, 

UN Special Rapporteur on Education 

on the UN Charter on Basic Education 

Rights. The Committee also received 

presentation on the State of Union on 

analysis of the emerging threats and 

opportunities for human rights using 

the UN, AU Policies and Legal 

Instruments as the framework of 

reference in terms of their ratification, 

domestication and implementation. 

The Committee was briefed on the 

proposed continental conference on 

Public Broadcasting and Media 

Legislative Reforms in Africa by Mr. 

Jeggan Grey-Johnson, AFRIMAP. 

11. AU/PAP JOINT ELECTION 

OBSERVATION MISSIONS (EOM)  

During the period under review and in line with 

Decision No. EX.CI/Dec. 534 (XVI) adopted during 

the Sixteenth Ordinary Session of the Executive 

Council of the African Union in February 01, 2010, 

by which election observation by all the AU organs 

must be conducted under a centralised budget, the 

PAP took part in the joint Election Observer 

missions from June to September, 2013. Thus, the 

PAP representatives participated in Presidential and 

Parliamentary Elections held in the following 

countries: 

- Togo, 21st July 2013; 

- Mali, 28 July 2013; 

- Zimbabwe, 31st July 2013; 

- Mali, 11 August 2013; 

- Rwanda, 16 September 2013; 

- Swaziland, 20 September 2013; 

- Guinea, 24 September 2013; 

- Cameroon, 30 September 2013. 

However, the PAP is still experiencing challenges 

related to: 

¶ Logistical arrangements: late sending of tickets, 

class of travel and late confirmation of 

availability of MPs; 

¶ Language problem: the distribution and 

deployment of observers regardless of the 

language of communication in absence of 

interpretation facility; 

¶ Lack of information from the coordinating team 

on some of the activities of the missions, hence 

the need for the involvement of the PAP staff in 

the advance technical team; and 

¶ The demand for the deputy team leadership 

position to be reserved for the PAP and the 40 

per cent quota issues as had been agreed earlier 

on by the AU. 
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The foregoing remain unsettled challenges that 

are still being pursued by the Bureau with the 

Commissioner for Political Affairs at the AUC. 

12. INSTIT UTIONAL ACTIVITIES  

12.1. DEVELOPMENT OF THE ONLINE 

DIGITAL LIBRARY  

The development of the Online Library and Digital 

Repository is progressing well. The software was 

installed in July/August, 2013. Online cataloguing 

and other operations are being carried out and tested 

to ensure the system is functional. Full text 

documents are being uploaded too into the digital 

repository and testing is on-going. Staff in the 

Library, Documentation and Hansard departments 

have been receiving training on the operations of the 

systems, Symphony and Archivalware. The PAP is 

now on Facebook and Twitter and our pages are 

functional. Content is being posted on these 

information and knowledge sharing platforms to 

make the PAP fully digital.  

12.2. STRATEGIC PLAN OF THE PAP  

The first draft of the Strategic Plan of the PAP has 

been produced and aligned to the AU Strategic Plan. 

The Bureau is studying it and a validation workshop 

is being planned with all Bureaus of Committees for 

the purpose of adapting this strategic plan. 

13. COMPLIANCE WI TH AU POLICIES, 

STATUTES AND DIRECTIVES  

The PAP has consistently committed itself in recent 

times to comply fully with all AU Administrative 

requirements, policies and directives in the 

management of financial, human resource and 

procurement processes. Various audits (external, 

internal and donor partner audits) have all observed 

and attested to the improvement in the compliance 

trend within the PAP. As the PAP continues to grow 

and with improved capacity, it is anticipated that this 

trend will ultimately culminate in full compliance 

with AU policies and regulations to achieve the 

required efficiency in the administration of our 

Parliament. 

14.  BUDGET AND RESOURCE 

MOBILISATION  

The PAP Budget for the year 2014 has been 

approved. However, the bulk of the budget mainly 

covers costs with very little amount for programmes 

and projects. This has been the trend over the years 

and thus impacts negatively on the ability of the PAP 

to undertake certain activities in furtherance of its 

mandate. Specifically, the budget provides for only 

statutory meetings and limited amounts for missions 

with the rest charged to operational costs. The PAP 

will therefore continue to rely heavily on donor 

support for the funding of its programmes especially 

the work of our Committees.  

With regard to resource mobilisation, most of the 

partners have indicated that they will support 

activities linked to governance and human rights. 

The following development partners have indicated 

a willingness to continue to support the work of the 

PAP by providing financial resources; the EC; 

OSISA, UNDP, GIZ, Australian Aid; and AWEPA. 

We have also submitted a proposal to ACBF which 

has been our long time partner, for funding staff 

capacity building and the PAP is awaiting the 

response to that.  

Institutio nal Assessment 

In 2010 and 2012, the PAP underwent an 

institutional assessment process. The aim was to 

enable the PAP to get direct funding from the EC. 

The aim was to enable the PAP to get direct funding 

from the EC. In both instances, institutional gaps 

were identified within the Administration and 

Finance Department. The Secretariat has been 

working on the issues raised and the EC audit for 

2012 was very positive. The PAP, for the first time, 

did not incur any ineligible expenditure.  

13.  STAFF MATTERS  

The Staff members have continued to render support 

services to the Parliament with obvious capacity 

constraints which are being addressed and will 

hopefully be fully addressed with the 

implementation of the approved Structure. I would 

like, at this juncture, to congratulate the Secretariat 

for their support given the difficult circumstances.  

Since the last session, the PAP has recruited a 

Human Resources Officer on short-term contract 

under the EC support to assist the institution with its 

human resources challenges. 

The ACBF Project ended in September, 2013. 

Accordingly, the contract of all the project staff 

ended, in line with the EU Staff Rules and 

Regulations. 

14.  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS  

16.1. TICAD V CONFERENCE 

In keeping with the provisions of Article 3(7) of the 

Protocol establishing the PAP which requires the 

PAP to facilitate co-operation and development in 

Africa, at the invitation of the Government of Japan, 

the Third Vice-President, Madam Loide Kasingo, 
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led a PAP delegation, comprising Hon. 

Makgalemele Dikgang and Hon. Usman Nuradeen, 

to Japan to attend the TICAD V Conference from 1st  

to 3rd June, 2013. The meeting was attended by 

thirty-nine Heads of State and Government from 

Africa and the Asian region, international 

organisations, donor countries, the private sector, 

and non governmental organisations. The TICAD V 

Conference was co-organised by Japan, the United 

Nations, the World Bank, and the African Union 

Commission. 

 

16.2. MISSION TO 20TH ANNIVERSARY 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 

INTERPARLIAMENTARY ASSE MBLY ON 

ORTHODOXY, GREECE  

Within the framework of the implementation of the 

Co-operation Agreement between the Pan-African 

Parliament and the Inter-Parliamentary Assembly on 

Orthodoxy, the Pan African Parliament was 

represented by the 4th Vice President, His 

Excellency, Hon. Juliana Kantengwa to participate 

in the 20th Anniversary General Assembly of the 

Inter-Parliamentary Assembly on Orthodoxy which 

was held from 26 June ï 1 July, 2013 in Athens, 

Greece. 

The conference considered a number of themes, 

including ñParliamentary- Democracy, Christianity-

Orthodoxy: values and conceptsò, ñOrthodoxy and 

Democracyò, ñChristianity and Politics in the world 

of tomorrowò and ñValues and concepts of modern 

era. A critical issue which was presented to the 

Assembly was the lingering refusal of the 

Government of Mozambique to hand over church 

owned educational institutions to the Orthodox 

Church.  

 

16.3. BRIEFING OF AFRICAN 

AMBASSADORS IN PRETORIA  

The Bureau of the PAP met with the African 

Ambassadors based in Pretoria and they were 

briefed on the programme for the October session. 

The meeting took place on 17th October, 2013 in 

which the President also briefed the Ambassadors on 

some of the activities being undertaken by the PAP. 

In their response, the Ambassadors made useful 

contributions that are of relevance to the African 

development agenda. The emphasised the need to 

strengthen the capacity of the PAP in order to 

effectively deliver on its mandate by the adoption of 

the draft Protocol and finally pledged their full 

support for the PAP in its activities.  

 

16.4. RELATIONSHIP WITH THE 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT  

The delegation of the European Parliament and the 

Bureau together with members of the Joint 

Delegation on the Africa ï European Strategy 

(JAES) held a working session on the current 

relations between the PAP and the EP. The meeting 

agreed to review the MOU between the two 

Parliaments and to plan for the pre-Parliamentary 

meeting on the JAES during the next Summit in 

2014 on the JAES. A draft MOU has been produced 

and will be finalised during their next meeting with 

the Members of the EU Parliament and the PAP 

scheduled for 25th October, 2013.  

 

15. THIRD ORDINARY SESSION OF THE 

THIRD PARLIAMENT ï OCTOBER 21 

TO NOVEMBER 1 st,  2013 

Dear Colleagues, the 3rd Ordinary Session of the 3rd 

Parliament, which commenced on Monday, 

witnessed the esteemed presence of the Prime 

Minister of the Republic of Togo, Kwesi Seleagodji 

Ahoomey-Zunu who represented His Excellency 

Faure Essozimna Gnassimgbe, the President of the 

Republic of Togo who had kindly accepted to grace 

the occasion as our Special Guest of Honour. We 

also received statements and messages of solidarity 

from our other special guests.  

On 22nd of October, His Excellency Mr Erastus 

Mwencha, Deputy Chairperson of the African Union 

Commission made a presentation on the African 

Union Agenda 2063 and the 2014 African Union 

Budget. The rest of the upcoming activities for the 

session are indicated in the agenda which is already 

before you demanding our commitment and co-

operation for a fruitful deliberation. 

 

16.  MEDICAL HEALTH INSURANCE 

COVER FOR MEMBERS OF 

PARLIAMENT  

Hon Colleagues, you will recall that I did make a 

promise to you, that the Bureau of the Pan African 

Parliament, under my leadership, would take the 

necessary steps to ensure the welfare of Members of 

the PAP and that medical insurance coverage is 

provided for Hon. Members. Accordingly, the 

Bureau and Secretariat set in motion the process of 
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actualising this. The process has not been an easy 

one but in a meeting between the Bureau, the 

Secretariat and Discovery Medical Health Providers, 

the modalities for the provision of health services to 

all Members of Parliament, with effect from 

November, 2013, was finalized.  

Hon. Colleagues, the good news is that, now, the 

MPs will be given medical care cover under the 

package, KeyCare Plus, which gives unlimited 

cover, within South Africa, to a network of hospitals 

in case of emergency, trauma and child birth. It also 

offers unlimited cover in any private institution for 

emergencies and for planned admissions authorised 

by the individual of choice within an area which one 

is resident and provides for chronic medication 

including cardio vascular disease and treatment of 

prostate cancer and of course breast cancer.  

This will take effect from 1st of November, 2013. 

The registration will commence immediately for 

MPs that are available. To this end, at the request of 

the Bureau, Discovery has kindly accepted to come 

and make a presentation today, Wednesday 23rd 

October, 2013 to the MPs regarding the few details 

and processes of this very important medical cover. 

Dear Colleagues, I believe that health is wealth, 

without which we cannot effectively deliver on our 

mandate and I, therefore, urge Hon. Members to, 

please, avail themselves of the benefits of this 

singular opportunity.  

 

CONCLUSION 

The foregoing is a brief report of the activities of the 

PAP from May to October, 2013. This report cannot 

be concluded without renewing our request for your 

continued support and encouragement, in our 

determination to continue to pilot the affairs of our 

Parliament in a judicious and transparent manner. 

Thank you and remain blessed. God bless you.  

 

THE SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT: Gracias 

señor presidente por su presentación. Ahora voy a 

abrir el debate y tengo delante una lista de oradores, 

que se compone de treinta y uno, que cada uno 

tendrá tres minutos. 

El primer orador será el HON. ERNESTO 

JOAQUIM MULATO. Tiene la palabra. 

 

THE SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT: Gracias por 

su intervención.  

Damos tres minutos, tenemos que aprender a ser 

breves en nuestras intervenciones, ser lo más breve 

posible, solamente hablar de lo que más debemos 

hablar y por lo tanto, si damos más de cinco minutos 

y tenemos treinta un orador vamos a coger mucho 

tiempo. Entonces vamos a intentar hacerlo de esta 

manera, cada uno tres minutos e intentar decir lo más 

importante. Que todo es importante lógicamente, 

pero es así, sino, vamos a coger mucho tiempo. Por 

lo tanto, voy a empezar mi lista. 

 

HON. SALEH KEBZABO [TCHAD]: Je vous 

remercie, Madame la Présidente.  

Madame la Présidente,  

Je voudrais, dès le début de ce débat, souligner 

lôimportance du rapport du Pr®sident. Côest lôun des 

moments forts de notre session. Côest pour cela que 

je voudrais dire deux choses. 

La première, côest quô¨ lôavenir, le rapport du 

Pr®sident figure en premier dans lôordre du jour de 

la session, et non pas en milieu de session, après 

dôautres affaires qui ont ®t® trait®es. 

La deuxième, côest dans la dur®e des interventions. 

Si nous admettons que le rapport du Président est le 

moment le plus fort pendant une session, nous ne 

pouvons pas demander aux députés de prendre la 

parole pour trois minutes.  

Madame la Présidente,  

En trois minutes, on nôa pas dit ce quôon a ¨ dire. Je 

crois quôil faudrait quôon laisse le temps aux d®put®s 

de sôexprimer largement, de dire ce quôils ont ¨ dire. 

Un rapport comme celui-ci, je pense, appelle de la 

part des députés des commentaires beaucoup plus 

nombreux, fournis et riches, et côest pour cela que je 

vais suggérer que vous accordiez cinq minutes de 

temps de parole à chacun. 

Merci. 

 

HON. ERNESTO JOAQUIM MULATO  

[ANGOLA]: Obrigado Senhora Presidente. Em 

primeiro lugar, eu tenho a felicitar o relatório 

apresentado por Sua Excelência o Presidente do 

Parlamento sobre as actividades da Mesa. Neste 

relatório, nós encontramos aspectos fundamentais 

do nosso trabalho, tais como a transformação do 

PAP em órgão legislativo e vimos que a Mesa 

desempenhou com toda a força para sensibilizar 
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Estados e governos para ver se possam entender que 

se nós queremos democratizar o nosso continente, a 

África, uma das funções do Parlamento é legislar.  

Eu gostaria de entender de Sua Excelência o Senhor 

Presidente que nas visitas efectuadas, os encontros 

tidos dos quais se alega terem sido frutuosos, 

podemos antever que os governos visitados venham 

a ser aliados, no sentido de facilitarem ou votarem a 

favor do órgão; esse é um aspecto. O outro aspecto 

também vimos no relatório sobre a Conferência dos 

Presidentes dos Parlamentos dos Países membros, as 

recomendações da mesma que também pediam a 

cada um desses Presidentes serem porta-vozes para 

intercederem junto dos chefes de Estado e dos 

governos para facilitarem a tarefa do nosso 

Parlamento Pan-Africano. A minha pergunta é: qual 

foi a sensação que a Mesa teve dos Presidentes? 

Quando eu digo sensação,  gostaria de dizer que eles 

como porta-vozes nossos, ficaram convencidos de 

que é esta mesmo a tarefa fundamental ou poderão 

eles se mostrar de acordo, mas que também os 

próprios não estavam convencidos? Por último, será 

que há um horizonte visual que esses presidentes 

possam nos dar um feedback dos seus contactos 

antes da reunião dos chefes de Estado?  

É tudo, muito obrigado. 

 

HON. SALEH KEBZABO [TCHAD] : Merci, 

Madame la Présidente. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Nous avons écouté votre appel avec beaucoup 

dôattention. Je tenais dôabord ¨ vous f®liciter pour la 

clarté sur les points que vous avez évoqués, mais, en 

même temps, dire que nous avons été, pour ce qui 

me concerne en tout cas, déçus que les problèmes de 

la maison nôaient pas ®t® posés. Ceux qui ont 

participé à la Conférence des Présidents, samedi 

dernier, vous ont écouté. Vous nous avez dit à quel 

point la maison PAP se portait mal, et aujourdôhui 

vous ne le répétez pas. 

Je voudrais dôabord souligner quôune bonne 

administration, une administration compétente, 

loyale et intègre, garantit le bon fonctionnement du 

Bureau. Or, ce nôest pas le cas. Ce nôest pas le cas, 

parce que nous avons noté beaucoup de défaillances. 

Nous en parlons souvent dans les couloirs, et je 

pense que côest le moment dôen parler. Il y a 

beaucoup de défaillances dans notre administration. 

Notre maison est mal gérée ; elle est mal 

administrée. 

On commence par le Bureau lui-même. Les 

défaillances du Bureau sont en particulier le manque 

de permanence, et donc, le manque de suivi des 

décisions et de leur application. 

La nature ayant horreur du vide, le Secrétariat 

g®n®ral a ®videmment occup® tout lôespace laiss® 

par le Bureau. Aujourdôhui, on assiste ¨ cette 

situation de blocage o½ côest pratiquement un d®fi 

qui est lanc® au Bureau, qui nôa plus aucun pouvoir. 

En tout cas, vos pouvoirs sont devenus très limités 

parce que vous avez, comme vous lôavez dit samedi 

dernier, face à vous, une équipe du Secrétariat qui 

sôest empar® du pouvoir et ne veut pas le c®der. 

Je voudrais donc, Monsieur le Président, dire que 

face à cette situation où nous, parlementaires, 

constatons une défaillance due à une faiblesse 

notoire, à une incompétence même de gestion de 

notre maison, quôest-ce que vous comptez faire ?  

Il est urgent que des décisions hardies soient prises 

pour que la maison « PAP » soit redressée 

immédiatement. 

Jôen profite aussi pour dire vis-à-vis de lôAfrique du 

Sud, qui est le pays du si¯ge, quôil y a des 

d®faillances quôil faut que nous soulignions. 

LôAccord du si¯ge nôest pas respecté entièrement 

par lôAfrique du Sud, et cela pose probl¯me. On ne 

va pas entrer dans les détails, mais les points les plus 

importants étant la construction du siège. Il y a 

quelques années, on nous montrait un terrain qui, 

aujourdôhui, est occup® par dôautres et on ne sait 

même pas quand est-ce que le siège va être construit 

par le pays hôte. 

Le deuxième problème que je voudrais soulever 

parmi les manquements que nous avons, côest celui 

du scandale du Trust Fund. Au fur et à mesure que 

les années passent, on nôen parle plus et votre 

rapport ne lôa m°me pas ®voqu®. Il faudrait que nous 

en parlions pour que les nouveaux sachent quôil y a 

[Microphone éteint]. 

Pour finir, il y a quelques années le Trust Fund a été 

lancé ici, à grand fracas de publicité en présence du 

Président Mandela. Nous-mêmes, parlementaires, 

chacun dôentre nous a donn® une contribution et cet 

argent a été dilapidé, comme vous le savez. On nous 

a dit que des poursuites seraient engagées, et 

aujourdôhui on nôen parle pas. 

Voilà, mon temps de parole étant terminé, les autres 

questions vont [Temps de parole épuisé]. 
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HON. MARTIN BOHUE  [CĎTE DôIVOIRE] : 

Merci, Madame la Présidente, de me donner la 

parole, 

Je voudrais intervenir sur trois points. 

Premier point :  

Le document parle du plan stratégique du PAP ; 

côest un document tr¯s important qui va engager les 

activités du PAP sur une période relativement 

longue. Côest pourquoi, nous pensons que son 

adoption définitive devrait intervenir en plénière 

après avoir franchi le stade des bureaux des 

commissions permanentes. 

Deuxième point : 

Le Pr®sident a rencontr® des Chefs dô£tats et des 

Présidents des Parlements nationaux. Quelles sont 

les réponses que ses interlocuteurs ont réservées à la 

question de conférer au PAP les pleins pouvoirs 

législatifs ? 

Troisième point : 

Le texte parle de lôassurance m®dicale des membres 

du Parlement. Il parle également de la couverture de 

cette assurance maladie. Dans le texte, il me semble 

quôon parle des parlementaires dans leur zone de 

résidence, ce qui provoque une certaine confusion 

dans mon esprit. Est-ce cela voudrait bien dire que 

la couverture devait sô®tendre au-del¨ de lôAfrique 

du Sud et donc aller dans les pays où résident les 

parlementaires ? 

Merci, Madame la Présidente.  

 

HON. TANIMOUNE OUMAROU [N IGER]: 

Merci, Madame la Présidente.  

Je me dois de remercier et féliciter sincèrement le 

Président, pour la visibilité, la clarté et concision de 

son expos® sur le rapport dôactivit®s de la p®riode de 

mai à octobre 2013.  

Madame la Présidente,  

Depuis un certain temps, on a remarqué la volonté 

du Bureau du PAP, sous la conduite éclairée de son 

Pr®sident, dôinstaurer une bonne gouvernance 

notamment en matière de finances. Je me rappelle 

bien lorsquôon examinait le projet de budget 2014 en 

f®vrier 2013, ¨ lô®poque, nous nôavions m°me pas eu 

droit au niveau dôex®cution des d®penses du budget 

2012. Je dis bien en 2012 ! Nous lôavons r®clam® 

pour quôil puisse nous servir de rep¯re parce quôun 

budget doit toujours partir dôun point de d®part pour 

une structure qui nôest pas ¨ son d®but.  

Nous avons r®clam® ce niveau dôex®cution, ne 

serait-ce que du budget 2012, alors quôon pr®parait 

le projet de budget 2014, en vain. Cô®tait une 

insuffisance caract®ris®e et nous nôavons pas 

manqué de le relever en commission. Cependant, 

nous avons remarqué, tout dernièrement en août 

2013 lorsque nous étions en session des 

commissions, que les services financiers du PAP 

sont en train de progresser ï de sôam®liorer 

énormément parce que pour la circonstance, à  

lôoccasion ï il nous a même été livré le niveau 

dôex®cution du budget du PAP de janvier ¨ juin 

2013. Côest une situation ¨ saluer et je pense quôelle 

provient principalement de la volonté du Président. 

Cela est à saluer ! 

Monsieur le Président, 

Jôaimerais aborder la question de lôaudit externe. Le 

PAP a fait lôobjet en 2013 dôun audit externe au titre 

de lôann®e 2012.  

Le rapport provisoire de cet audit externe a été 

transmis ¨ lôadministration du PAP en 2013. Aucune 

r®action nôa ®t® formul®e alors que les auditeurs ont 

donné un d®lai pour permettre ¨ lôadministration de 

formuler ses observations. Côest un rapport 

contradictoire.  

En commission, une partie des responsables du PAP 

ont reconnu lôavoir re­u officiellement et une autre 

partie a méconnue cette réception.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Dans cet audit externe, de graves manquements ont 

®t® soulev®s et lôadministration nôa pas daign® 

répondre.  

Jôestime que côest un manquement parce que nous 

g®rons de lôargent public ; nous g®rons lôargent du 

contribuable africain. Nous devons répondre à tout 

reproche qui nous est fait par rapport à cet audit.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Quelle a été la suite formulée par le PAP à cette 

question ?  

Merci, Madame la Présidente. 

 

HON. MOHAMED TAYEB LASKRI 

[ALGERIA]  

̫̫ ϣЃЯϯЮϜ ϣЃуϚϼ ϢϹуЃЮϜ ϜϽЫІ 
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    дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ЁуϚϼ ЭЎϝУЮϜ ϹуЃЮϜ с̮з̮̮̮к̳ϒ дϒ ϟϲϜ ϣтϜϹϡЮϜ сТ

 с̮̮̮̮̮з̲ПЮϜм Х̮̮ у̵̮̮ЇЮϜм ̳р̵ϽϫЮϜ  ЌϽ̮̮ЛЮϜ Ϝϻ̮к пЯК с̮Ч̮̮̮т̮Ͻ̮̮̮̮̮̮̮ТъϜ

 ϤϝАϝЇж ЭЛУЮϝϠ ϽЦнгЮϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ Ϝϻк ев ϢϿϯзгЮϜ ϤϝАϝЇзЮϜ е̮̮̮в

фϜ ϢϽϧУЮϜ иϻк ̭ϝ̮зϪϒ сЧтϽТъϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ев ϹтϹЛЮϜ ϥЮмϝзϦм ϣ̮УуϫЪ ϢϽу϶

 дϜ Ϝϻк ϝзжϝгЮϽϠ ев ϹтϽж ̬  еЫЮм ϝзϦϼϝЦ сТ ϤъϝПЇжшϜм ϝтϝЏЧЮϜ

 ̭ϝЏКф ЭгЛЮϜ РмϽД ЉϷт ϝгуТ ϝгуЂъ етϸϝугЮϜ ЙугϮ сТ е̵Ѓϳϧт

 ФϸϝЋтм ЅЦϝзϦ сϧЮϜ ϤϝуЊнϧЮϜм ϤϜϼϜϽЧЮϜ ХуϡЗϦ ϣЛϠϝϧвм дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ

ϻк сТ ̪ рϼϜϸъϜ ϽууЃϧЮϜ еуЃϳϦм дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ϝлуЯК ЍЛϠ ̵рϹЮ ФϝуЃЮϜ Ϝ

 дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ЁуϚϼ ϹуЃЮϜ  бЫуЮϝЛв пЯК ϝлϲϽАϒ дϒ Ϲ̳тϼ̳ϒ ϤϝЗϲыгЮϜ

̪̪ ЭЎϝУЮϜ 

 :̯ъмϒ-   ЭугϮ ̳̭сІ Ϝϻкм Ͽϯж̳ϒ  ϣугЦϽЮϜ ϣϡϧЫгЮϜ Ͼϝϯжϖ ИмϽЇв дϒ

 Ϝϻк сТ еϳж  ϣЧуЧϳЮϜ сТ сЧтϽТъϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ϟЃЫв пЮϖ РϝЏтм

ЦϽЮϜ ϣуϲϝзЮϜ ев бЮϝЛЮϜ еК ̯ϝвϝгϦ еуЛГЧзв дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ЭЪϝЇв ЩЮϝзк  ϣуг

 аϜϹЛжϖ  ϣуЫЯЂыЮϜм ϣуЫЯЃЮϜ Ьϝ̮̮̮ЋϦъϜ Э̮̮Ϛϝ̮̮̮̮̮̮̮Ђм  ЬϝгЛϧЂϜ сТ

 бϧЯЦм бϧгЯЫϦ  сЧтϽТъϜ дϝ̮̮̮̮̮̮̮гЮϽϡ̮̮̮ЮϜ онϧЃв пЯК с̮̮У̮̮тнЮϜ ϸнϮм

 ϤϝЃЯϯЮϜ ϣтϜϹϠ сТ  ϣЮϝЧзЮϜ  блУϦϜнк ϕУГт дϜ  етϽЦнгЮϜ ̭ϝЏКъϜ ϢϸϝЃЯЮ

 ϢϿлϮъϜ ЍЛϠ  Ϝ̯ϹϮ  БуЃϠ Эϲ ЩЮϝзк еЫЮм ϝв ϣ̮̮ТϽО с̮̮̮Т ЙЎнϦ

: ̯ϝужϝϪ ̪ ϣЮϝЧзЮϜ СϦϜнлЮϜ Йв ϣуЫЯЂыЮϜ Ϥϝ̮̮̮̮̮̮Цы̮̮̮̮ЛЮϜ ЙГЧЮ-  ϹтϹЛЮϜ

 ев ϝлуЯК ϣЦϸϝЋгЮϜ ̵бϦм  ϢϹ̵ЇϠ  ϥЇЦнж  ϤϝуЊнϧЮϜм ϤϜϼϜϽЧЮϜ ев

 ϣг̵уЧЮϜ ϣуЊнϧЮϜ мϒ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ̭ϝЏКϒ ϞϝуО ϝгу̵Ђъ  дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ Э̮̮̮̮̮ϡ̮̮Ц

ЭлТ   ϣуϠϽПЮϜ ̭ϜϽϳЋЮϜ ϣуЏЦ ЉϷϦ сϧЮϜ  РϽА ев ϣЛϠϝϧв Шϝзк

 ϤϝуЊнϧЮϜм ϤϜϼϜϽЧЮϜ иϻк  ХуϡГϧЮ сЧтϽТъϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ 

: ̯ϝϫЮϝϪ-   ев еутϼϜϸъϜ ЍЛϠ дϜ  ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ  ЬнЧЛгЮϜ ев Эк

 ϣуЂϝвнЯϠϸ ϽУЂ ϤϜϾϜнϮ днЫЯгт сЧтϽТъϜ ϸϝϳϦъϜм сЧтϽТъϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ

 сТ ϝлжмϹϯт ϼмϽв ХϚϝϪм БЧТ блЮ сЧтϽТъϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ̭ϝЏКϜ ϝгзуϠ

ϳЮϜ дϝϯЯЮϜ ϤϝАϝЇж ϞϝуО ϝгуЂъ ЉϷт ϝгуТ м ЬмϹЮϜ ЍЛϠ сТ ϸмϹ

 ЭЧзЮϜ ϣзϯЮ еуϠ  ϣЪϽϧЇгЮϜ ϣІϼнЮϜ ϞϝуО  ϽтϽЧϧЮϜ сТ ЭϯЃж  ϣгϚϜϹЮϜ

 ϝуЧтϽТϜ ϞнзϮ дϝгЮϽϡϠ ϣЦϝГЮϜ ϣзϯЮм ϝуϮнЮнзЫϧЮϜм анЯЛЮϜм ϣЦϝГЮϜм

 ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ ϣϲϽА ̳ϤϸϼϜ ϝв Ϝϻк ϣϡуА  ̳ϹϮ ϭϚϝϧж ϝлЮ ϥжϝЪ сϧЮϜм

ъϜ пЯК бЪϽЫІϜмϜϽЫІм ̭ϝПЊ 

 

HON. DOMINIC A. B. NITWUL [GHANA]: 

Thank you, Madam President. 

Madam President, permit me to thank the President 

of the PAP and the Bureau for the six months report 

that, in my view is very, very good. However, the 

praises that the Hon. Colleagues are showering on 

you should rather help you to work harder so that the 

next report you present will be even more excellent 

that this. That is why I urge you to focus more on 

page 2 of your report which has to do with the update 

on the transformation process. Mr President, I will 

be glad if, in your answers to what we are saying, 

you brief us a little bit on what you and the Bureau 

are personally doing to ensure that the PAP has the 

legislative function that it so deserves, Otherwise, 

really, then it is not a Parliament. I will urge, unless 

you have already started that process, that you 

involve other eminent African leaders, especially 

retired Heads of State and retired UN  Secretaries-

General - there is one in Egypt and another in Ghana 

- to move, between now and January, from one Head 

of State to the other to lobby them and ensure that, 

by January, all of them fall in line and so that it 

becomes very disgraceful for any Head of State to 

kick against this. Otherwise, I can tell you, nobody 

who has power wants to share power and unless we, 

here, put our heads together, the Heads of State will 

never, never share power with us because the people 

will demand accountability from them if they do. 

Mr President, I just want to conclude by saying that 

I want to personally thank you and your Bureau for 

the fact that you have managed to give Members of 

the PAP the medical care that they so deserve. I am 

young, but there are many people who are not as 

young as I am and we need to ensure that, as we 

leave our countries, we are medically secured here. 

That is why I will say that it should not just be 

limited to emergency cases, trauma or child birth. I 

do not know how many people give birth here. It 

should be also extended to comprehensive check 

reviews that will seek to prevent, and not treat, 

because if you have a lot of comprehensive reviews 

every six months, I am sure that it will help us, Mr 

President.  

 Madam President, I thank you. 

 

HON. BAKARY OUATTARA [CÔTE 

DôIVOIRE] : Merci, Madame la Présidente.  

Jôavais deux questions qui ont été, plus ou moins, 

abordées par les Honorables Martin et KEBZABO. 

Mais, je voudrais insister sur la deuxième question 

qui me semble assez importante.  

Monsieur le Président a dit que le processus du 

recrutement ira jusquô¨ son terme en d®pit de la 

résistance de certaines personnes.  

Alors, je voudrais une clarification sur ces personnes 

qui font obstruction au processus et pourquoi, sôil en 

connaît les raisons bien sûr ?  

Quôelles sont les mesures quôil a prises ¨ lôencontre 

de ces personnes ? 

Je vous remercie. 

 

HON. CECILIA ATIM -OGWAL  [UGANDA]:  

Thank you, Madam Chairperson and congratulation 

for effectively chairing of this session.   
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Madam Chairperson, I would like to congratulate 

our dear President on his wonderful presentation.  I 

have followed the first, second and now the third 

report submitted to this House since the President 

elected and took the mantle of leadership.  This 

actually shows that our votes were not wasted.  

Thank you, Mr President. 

Applause 

Mr President, in your first report, you highlighted 

certain achievements and among those 

achievements were the approval of the structure of 

the Secretariat since its inception.  You have not told 

us how far we have gone in this regard.  Secondly, 

you also shared with us the progress you have made 

towards the approval of the draft transforming this 

institution to a full legislative body. I was very 

delighted when you actually said that the Council of 

Ministers of Justice and Attorneys-General all 

approved, without any reservation and, further, 

those who also approved the draft were the Council 

of Ministers.   

Now, Mr President, I would like you to tell us why 

there is this delay on the hurdle of Article 8(1a) and 

Article 8(2).  What can we do to remove the hurdle?  

I think this is important and we must all put our 

efforts together to make sure that we touch base with 

our respective Presidents and make sure that the 

attentions are directed to these hurdles. 

Thirdly, Madam Chairperson, Mr President has told 

us that the PAP has now received a bill of clean 

performance in as far the Ernst and Young 

Assessment Report is concerned.  Now, since we 

now have a clean bill of performance on all the four 

pillars it, therefore, means that the PAP can now 

access the European Union Funds (EDF) directly. 

Now, how far have you gone in that direction? I am 

raising this because we are all in standing 

committees and we are made to work on budgets. 

The budgets were made and presented to this House 

and I have been told by all committees, including our 

own committee, the Committee on International 

Relations, that we have not, in the whole year, 

received any disbursement for committee activities. 

Therefore, what is being done in this direction? 

Thank you. 

 

HON. MASTER MOISERAELE GOYA 

[BOTSWANA]:  Madam President, I thank you 

very much. Let me also thank our President, Hon. 

Amadi, for his report. This report, indeed, is 

elaborate and gives us a sense of what has been 

obtaining at the PAP since October, last year.  

Madam President, I want to confine my contribution 

to two issues on this report. The first one is on the 

advocacy missions and the second one has to do with 

staff matters. I would like to urge the President to 

continue with these advocacy missions. Mr 

President, you came to Botswana to have an 

audience with our Head of State and, indeed, the 

discussions that you had with him were fruitful. 

However, the word fruitful is not detailed enough. I 

would have expected you to mention the 

commitment that our Head of State made to the 

effect that he was going to talk to his colleagues to 

support the transformation of the PAP from an 

advocacy and consultative body into a legislative 

body. That should have been covered in this report. 

Mr President, again, as regards the advocacy 

mission that you undertook to Namibia, you did not 

tell us how the deliberations went. You are silent on 

the visit to the Namibian Head of State. It is not 

covered. For other countries, you have covered that 

aspect by stating that the discussions were very 

fruitful.  

Mr President, on the issue of staff matters, I want to 

talk about the implementation of the new PAP 

Structure. I think we all know that the Executive 

Council approved the new PAP Structure and it was 

supposed to have been implemented with effect 

from the year 2012 with a budget allocation of 40 

per cent set aside for that exercise. That did not 

materialise because of financial constraints.  

This year, we were supposed to have set aside a 

budget of 15 per cent towards that exercise. Again, 

it has not materialised. Unfortunately, I do not see 

this materialising next year, the year after or any 

time soon because quite a number of member States 

are not paying their subscriptions.  

I was at the AU in August, this year, to present and 

defend the Supplementary Budget of the PAP. The 

PRC Chairperson told the gathering that the 

outstanding subscriptions from member States were 

as high as US$64 million. How do you expect us to 

implement this structure without funds? Obviously, 

we cannot. 

Mr President, I am suggesting or recommending that 

the Bureau must talk to the AU such that we transfer 

all the existing staff of the PAP into the new 

structure and fill all the vacant positions. 

Thank you, Madam President. 
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HON. SARAH SAYIFWANDA [ZAMBIA]: 

Thank you very much, Madam President. 

First of all, may I adopt my sister, Ceciliaôs, 

introductory remarks. As regards the strength of a 

woman, you are really chairing very well.  

Secondly, may I also adopt her words about the Hon. 

Mr President. Indeed, the vote for this august House 

was not in vain. Mr President, you have a bright 

future and I congratulate you.. 

I am congratulating the President because of the 

three items that he has presented to this House which 

have to do with, firstly, the advocacy mission , then 

the health insurance cover and, finally, the 

institutional assessment which he has, indeed, 

tackled with success with the blessings of the Lord 

Jesus above.  

May I be allowed to even read on page 15 of the 

Presidentôs document. It says, ñThe Secretariat has 

been working on the issues raised and the EC audit 

for 2012 was very positive. For the first time, the 

PAP did not incur any ineligible expenditure.ò Well 

done, Mr President and your Secretariat, and we 

thank you for your powerful leadership. 

Having said this, Madam President, may I also adopt 

Hon. Goyaôs statement where he talked about the 

approved organisational structure.  

Madam President, the report shows that, indeed, we 

have no resources. I really second what Hon. Goya 

has stated. Why can we not defer what we are 

supposed to do so that we put things in place? We 

have to go step by step. 

Madam President, there are Members of Parliament 

who suffer whenever they go for election 

observation. They are exposed to economic crises. 

Honestly, is that healthy?  

Meanwhile, where we come from, in our National 

Parliaments, we are respected and yet we are not 

respected when we come to the PAP. Madam 

President, I will also second Hon. Goya in that we 

defer these issues until this august House is well 

recognised. By saying that, I mean we now have to 

fight for the recognition of our Protocol. That should 

come first before we go to all these other issues. 

I thank you, Madam President.   

 

HON.  BERNADETTE LAHAI  [SIERRA 

LEONE]:  I thank you, Madam President.  

I would like to join my predecessors in 

congratulating you for chairing this meeting well. I 

also congratulate the Hon. Mr President for a well-

delivered report. I am sure that he will perform even 

better than he is doing now. He has both ours and 

Godôs blessing for that. I have three quick comments 

to make. 

Madam President, on the issue of the Joint Election 

Monitoring, we discussed in the Joint Bureau one 

burning issue which I have not seen reflected in this 

report. This is the issue of the way the Pan African 

Parliamentarians are treated by junior AUC staff that 

go with them on election monitoring missions.  

These junior members of staff do not have respect 

and have little regard for Members of Parliament. 

They treat them as if they were their juniors and yet 

we belong to one of the organs of the AUC. This 

issue has been reiterated by a lot of speakers who 

were present for the Joint Bureau meeting and even 

in this Plenary. Therefore, I do not know why this 

issue has been left out. We should not be timid. Let 

us take the bull by the horn. It is only then that 

people will know that we are also at an equal level. 

So, I want this to be recorded. We need to be 

respected when we go on those missions. 

Madam President, as regards the issue of medical 

assurance, we are very happy that we now have 

medical insurance cover. On the other hand, we are 

not happy that prostate cancer which affects men is 

the one that has been opted for and not breast cancer. 

You know that breast cancer is also very important. 

These two are both killer diseases that affect men 

and women respectively. Once a man is above the 

age of forty, he stands to be affected by prostate 

cancer. Similarly, women are at risk of being 

affected by breast cancer after the age of forty. So, 

please, let us ensure that breast cancer, which is a 

killer disease in women, is also included under this 

medical insurance. 

Lastly, but not the least, on the issue of the Speakersô 

Conference, I want say that, in Sierra Leone, we 

have sent to our President all the outstanding AU 

Charters that Sierra Leone has not signed and 

ratified.  We are now working with our respective 

Ministers to bring all those outstanding Charters to 

Parliament for signing. This is a Presidential decree 

and we are now working with the Ministers on a time 

table so that the twenty-nine charters and 

conventions that Sierra Leone has signed but not 

ratified are now in the process of being ratified. We 

hope that in the next Parliament, we will give you a 

report on all these charters that are now outstanding, 

but which Sierra Leone will have ratified. 



Pan-African Parliament Hansard Report, Third Session of the Third Parliament 

October 2013 

 

62 
 

I thank you very much and God bless you. May you 

continue to lead us as you are doing. We are happy 

with your leadership and we look forward to the 

future. 

Thank you, Madam President. 

 

HON. VINCENT DABILGOU [BURKINA 

FASO] : Nous voudrons féliciter, à notre tour, 

lôHonorable Président BETHEL pour la qualité de 

son rapport, mais aussi f®liciter lôadministration du 

PAP pour la qualité de la traduction en français. 

Les défis et les progrès accomplis sont clairement 

établis dans le rapport et je voudrais proposer que les 

diffi cultés et les résistances de toutes sortes, dont le 

rapport fait cas, soient également établies pour le 

prochain rapport. 

Je voudrais, en deux points, donner ma contribution.  

Dôabord, sur la question essentielle du Protocole 

dôAccord et des instruments juridiques qui doivent 

donner un pouvoir législatif à notre Parlement. 

Jôappr®cie le plaidoyer que vous avez 

personnellement conduit au Niger, au Botswana et 

au Togo. 

Sur ce point, je voudrais faire deux propositions : 

premièrement, je pense que ce point piétine 

beaucoup et nous devrions aborder la question avec 

beaucoup de strat®gies. Côest pour cela que je 

propose quôon puisse ®tablir un groupe de pr®sidents 

qui doit conduire le processus auprès de 

lôAssembl®e des pr®sidents africains. Côest par cette 

stratégie que nous pourrions, je crois, avec beaucoup 

plus de tacts, aborder ces questions avec les 

présidents africains.  

Je voudrais proposer que ce soit par exemple le 

Président du Nigeria, parce que notre Président est 

aussi soutenu par son pays.  

Je voudrais ®galement proposer que lôAfrique du 

Sud fasse partie de ce groupe de contact pour 

catalyser notre processus.  

Ensuite, je voudrais proposer mon pays, le Burkina 

Faso, parce que je pense quôil a aussi beaucoup 

contribué, en Afrique, à la résolution des crises. Je 

crois quôil est tr¯s bien ®cout®. 

Enfin, je voudrais aussi proposer le Liberia, parce 

que sa Présidente est une femme dynamique.  

Voyez-vous, côest une proposition que je fais, mais 

je crois que le Président, lors de ses consultations et 

de ses plaidoyers, pourrait bien établir une bonne 

liste. Mais, côest une strat®gie que je propose. 

La deuxième stratégie que je propose, côest quôil 

faut conjuguer ce groupe de contact avec une 

meilleure mobilisation de la société civile.  

Je pense que lôintelligentsia africaine doit être 

mobilisée.  

Je pense également que la société civile africaine 

doit être mobilisée pour ce cas précis et même les 

peuples africains. 

Alors, je pense quôenfin nous pourrions aborder ce 

point avec beaucoup plus de succès. 

Jôappr®cie dans le rapport, les réunions que vous 

avez eues avec les parlements régionaux et je pense 

que la qualité même de ces réunions avec les ordres 

du jour, par exemple lôharmonisation des lois, 

lôint®gration, sont de bonnes choses, et nous avons 

besoin que ces documents soient partagés avec 

lôensemble des membres du Parlement parce que 

nous pourrions constituer des relais au niveau des 

parlements nationaux. Ceci a été déjà pris en 

compte, mais nous nôavons aucun document sur ce 

sujet. Côest pourquoi, je voudrais proposer que si ces 

documents finaux existent, que nous puissions les 

partager avec lôensemble des parlements. 

Enfin, je vous félicite, Monsieur le Président, pour 

lôaboutissement heureux [Temps de parole épuisé]. 

 

HON. AWAD HAG ALI AHMED [SUDAN]: 

Thank you, Madam President.  

I will follow my colleagues in thanking the President 

of the PAP for his comprehensive report and I want 

to comment on the election observation missions. It 

is one of the most important objectives of this 

Parliament to promote democratic principles and 

institutions. Therefore, the involvement of the PAP 

members in the election procedures of the AU 

election missions is vital for many reasons. Firstly, 

we believe it is one of the objectives that we are here 

for. Secondly, we have all noticed that other 

members of the missions have less experience and 

commitment.  

Mr President, we all agree that the role of PAP 

Members in election observation missions has 

improved elections in Africa. However, we still need 

to enhance this role with the following suggestions. 

To begin with, we need this role to be a formal 

institution and not depend on the chairperson of the 
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mission. For example; we should be able to make 

our Members head of the missions going to different 

areas, be involved in the writing of the reports, have, 

as already suggested by the Bureau, the Deputy 

Chairmanship  of this missions and so on. 

Secondly, we need to observe protocol and not treat 

the Hon. Members as though they are less important 

than the Secretariat or civil society members. We 

believe that we have a very important role to play 

and we need to be involved. We need to have these 

conditions in place in order to enhance this role.  

Thank you very much.  

 

HON. DAOUDA TOURE [COTE DôIVOIRE]: 

Thank you, Madam President. 

Some of my concerns have been taken into 

consideration by former speakers. Nevertheless, I 

have two short contributions to make on the 

document. On page 6, point number 5, for purposes 

of keeping a good record, I would like the date of the 

Speakersô Conference that precedes the National 

Parliaments and regional Parliamentary bodies to be 

determined. In that same point, number 5, on the 

upper part of the page, the report talks about intra-

African trade instead of inter-African trade. It is not 

the same thing. Intra-African trade means trade in 

Africa, among ourselves within Africa. Inter-

African trade means trade between countries in 

Africa. I think that is what we need. It is very 

important.  

Among other things, the document did not take into 

consideration the excellent workshop that our 

Energy and Transport Commission did here at the 

PAP in August. As a matter of fact, our President, 

Dr. Bernadette Lahai will make a presentation and 

we will debate on that matter on the 30th of this 

month.  

I wish to send my congratulations to President 

Amadi and his team for the excellent job they have 

done with regard to the transparency in management 

and institutional reform that has been undertaken as 

well as the medical cover that we were all expecting. 

We would like to assure the Bureau of  our full 

support and encouragement to fully contribute to the 

uplifting and transformation of this Parliament into 

a legislative institution, and to improve the quality 

of this Parliament for the future generations.  

Thank you, Mr President and your team.  

Applause 

 

HON. CHIEF FORTUNE CHARUMBIRA 

[ZIMBABWE]:  We thank you, Madam President.  

It was unfortunate you had overlooked my name.  

May I also congratulate you for the chairing and I 

congratulate President Amadi for the good report. 

Madam Chairperson, the President is conversing. 

Can I wait a bit? Otherwise, he will not listen.  My 

first issue is on the advocacy missions. The language 

he used was that the meetings were either useful, 

fruitful or productive while some were said to be 

good consultations. Maybe, he could explain exactly 

whether these countries are going to support us as it 

has been said.  

 The second issue is on the implementation of the 

directive on the organisationl structure and 

recommended staff, by the AU, on PAP.  Mr 

President, I think it is proving, from this report, that 

this is becoming problematic.  You have indicated 

that insufficient funds have been allocated and these 

funds have not been released and, already, we are 

three months behind schedule. I am aware, as I think 

everybody is, that this causing a lot of anxiety and 

uncertainty and, sometimes, politicisation of the 

whole process. Of course, stakeholders, including 

staff and even MPs, are very concerned.  I think we 

need to revisit some elements of the implementation 

schedule of this directive.  I think the AU is simply 

throwing a snake, which we cannot handle, to us and 

we need to go back to them and tell them that some 

of the things are unrealistic. Can we really look at 

the whole directive and see how it can be 

implemented without causing much disharmony at 

PAP. 

The other issue, Madam President, relates to the 

information we got yesterday from the AU that we 

have insufficient funds and we need to look for other 

sources.  I am a bit uncomfortable that this report is 

silent on the trust fund which we thought was the 

only vehicle for the PAP also to get some alternative 

sources of funding.  So, we need a comment on 

whither or where to with the trust fund. Lastly, I also 

want to thank you for the health insurance cover and 

for the good work you are doing.   

Thank you. 

 

HON. SANTOSH VINITA KALYAN [SOUTH 

AFRICA]: Thank you, Madam President, for the 

opportunity to address the House. 

Madam President, I was starting to think that the 

PAP was being run like a mini-Republic. However, 

this morning the President gave me a vote of 
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confidence by starting off to reinforce the running of 

the PAP according to the Rules. I appreciate that. 

I hope that it will go further and that mandatory 

decisions will not be taken at the Bureau level and 

imposed upon this House.   

I refer to talk, I am not sure whether it is a fact, that 

contracts of the positions of Clerk and Deputy Clerk 

have been extended. I would like to know what 

authority was used to extend them because I believe 

that the Clerk is appointed by this House as well as 

decisions on extensions. 

Communication remains a problem. We are talking 

about the transformation of the PAP and I believe 

that the public profile sits with the President. 

We have been silent on the issues of Syria, Kenya 

and the political situation in Swaziland. 

Human rights of a Member of this House from 

Swaziland have been violated and yet the PAP has 

been silent on it.  

Finances are not transparent enough and the issues 

of the trust fund and the EU. Donor funding have 

already been raised. I would like to have clarity on 

how donor funding is channeled and used. 

I agree with the President that health is wealth and I 

hope that the health insurance also includes the use 

of a gym. Our Members frequent the Boulders Mall 

and I hope they could go to Virgin Gym and work 

off some of their stress and relax.   

I would like to thank the Secretariat for the efficient 

running of the PAP. With the leadership of the 

Presidency, we have been able to improve the way 

we run the PAP. I would like to specially thank the 

service officers in this House for looking after us. 

Finally, I would like to ask the President to relocate 

the Condolence Book for the former President, to 

outside the Chamber so that Hon. Members can 

record their condolences. Many of the Members do 

not go up to the Presidentôs office. I also went there 

by chance and was able to add my tribute but if the 

book is outside, with a burning candle, may I 

suggest, then Members will be able toé 

 

HON. LUHAGA JOELSON MPINA 

[TANZANI A]: Mheshimiwa Rais, nakushukuru 

sana kwa kunipa nafasi. Lakini vile vile nimshukuru 

sana Mheshimiwa Rais kwa hotuba yake nzuri 

aliyoiwasilisha hivi leo. 

 

Nakwenda moja kwa moja kwenye ukurasa ule wa 

15 ambapo Mheshimiwa Rais yeye mwenyewe ana-

declare kabisa na kuonyesha kukata tamaa kwamba 

sasa jitihada za kuiwezesha PAP kupata fedha za 

kutosha kuweza kuendeleza shughuli zake ni kama 

jitihada hizo zinagonga mwamba kila mwaka 

tunapoziweka.  

Mheshimiwa Rais, hatuwezi kukubaliana na suala 

hili.  Ni mpaka lini sasa hii PAP yetu itaendelea 

kufadhiliwa kwa ajili ya miradi ya maendeleo na 

wahisani? Kwa sababu hata hizo fedha ambazo 

ninazungumzia kwamba tunazitegemea zaidi kwa 

hao wafadhili, bado nazo hazitoshi. Fedha za 

Kimarekani milioni 3.4 hazitoshi kabisa kuiwezesha 

PAP kufanya kazi zake yenyewe pamoja na Kamati 

zake. Ndiyo maana tumekaa hapa muda mwingi 

tumeshindwa kutekeleza majukumu yetu ambayo 

tumetumwa na Waafrika wenzetu kuja kufanya kazi 

hapa nzuri sana. Lakini fedha hizi na hata hizo za 

wafadhili ambazo tunazipata hazitoshi.   

 

Sasa katika ripoti hii; pamoja na kwamba tumesema 

mara kwa mara na kila siku tunarudia, ni lazima 

tuendelee kusema kwamba, jithada zilizoko za 

kuhakikisha kwamba PAP inapata fedha za kutosha 

lazima katika ripoti yako hapa ziweze kuonekana 

jitihada za makusudi na tumekuwa tukifanya nini 

kuhakikisha kwamba fedha zinapatikana kwa ajili ya 

PAP ili watu wote wajue kwamba tunakwamia wapi. 

 

Mheshimiwa Rais, ukienda kwa wenzetu wale 

Makamishna, utaona fedha zao za maendeleo ni 

milioni 125.9. Ni fedha nyingi sana ambazo 

zingeweza hata kuwa allocated na sisi hapa tukapata 

fedha nyingi kwa ajili ya maendeleo. 

 

Mheshimiwa Rais, nikupongeze sana wewe pamoja 

na Katibu Mkuu wa Bunge hili na Bureau kwa 

ujumla, lakini na Kamati yetu ya Fedha ambapo 

mimi ni Mjumbe pamoja na Kamati ya CAFE 

kwamba angalau mwaka huu tumeweza kupata cheti 

safi cha Ukaguzi. Tumeweza kupata unqualified 

opinion from auditors ambayo ni jitihada nzuri na 

mafanikio mazuri ambayo kwa miaka mingi 

tumekuwa tukishindwa kuyafikia. 

 

Vile vile nashukuru sana kwa kuwezesha kuajiriwa 

kwa watumishi ambao hawakuwepo na ambao 

yawezekana walikuwa wanatukwamisha. Kwa 

mfano, Mkuu wa Kitengo cha Ununuzi au Kitengo 
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cha Ununuzi kwa ujumla hakikuwa na mtu. Kwa 

hiyo, mara nyingi tumekuwa tukipata hoja za 

Ukaguzi kutokana na hoja hiyo kwa sababu 

hatukuwa na mataalam.  Watu wengine wamekuwa 

wakilaumu watu wengine hata bila sababu.  

Wataalam wengineé. 

 

HON. EBO BARTON-ODRO [GHANA]: Thank 

you very much, Madam President. 

 I would like to express my gratitude to the Hon. Mr 

President for a very comprehensive report presented. 

I would like to concentrate on the elevation of this 

august House from where it is now to a legislative 

body.   

It is clear, from the report, that efforts being made 

by this House are being thwarted by our Heads of 

State because, on two different occasions, the issue 

has been deferred.   

Fortunately, I was part of the team of Ministers of 

Justice and Attorneys-General who approved the 

protocol and I think that we should encourage our 

President and his team not to give up. The efforts 

being made to frustrate the PAP are very strong but 

we should never give up. 

Apart from that, may I also suggest, as others have 

suggested, that we need, as Members of Parliament 

in our respective home countries, to get our 

respective Parliaments to support us to lobby our 

respective Presidents. There might not be enough 

time between now and January but there is a lot we 

can do. If we are furnished with all documentation, 

we should be able, in our reports to our countries or 

home Parliaments, to tell them that we need to 

organise workshops and make a lot of noise about it. 

Our constituents do not know that this is going on, 

that we are being prevented from elevating the PAP 

from this level to a Legislative Body. 

We also need to address the issue of the African 

Court of Justice. It is in the interest of our own Heads 

of State that we have this court given the mandate 

that it deserves and that it is given criminal 

jurisdiction so that our Heads of State will be sent 

there if they do not comply with human rights and 

so on and so forth, rather than allowing ourselves to 

be dealt with by the International Criminal Court. 

We have all seen what is going on in Kenya and 

other African countries. Why should we sit by? Why 

should we allow ourselves to be made bull dogs that 

have no teeth to bite? We are toothless bull dogs. We 

can only bark.  Let us stand up to the struggle and 

make sure that the PAP is elevated.  

Let us, as individual Members, all go back to our 

home countries and lobby our Presidents so that, at 

the end of the day, we see light at the end of the 

tunnel.  

I thank you, Madam President.  

 

HON. JOYCE MUSU FREEMAN SUMO 

[LIBERIA]: Madam President, I thank you. 

 I would like to begin by thanking the President for 

his report. I have three important issues in that report 

that I would like him to respond to. First is the issue 

of the report that indicted a lot of the staff and led to 

their resignation because there was confusion 

amongst some senior staff.  

The second issue has to do with the election 

observation mission even though you did not 

mention the mission to Equatorial Guinea. I want to 

mention it because I mentioned it in the joint 

meeting and told you that PAP Members were 

greatly humiliated by junior staff. When the 

secretary from the Clerkôs office came back, I am 

sure that she must have told you how we were 

humiliated. We were really degraded. Action should 

be taken to ensure that PAP Members are respected 

on election observation missions. 

Madam President, the Bible says if your right hand 

is sick and giving you problems, in order for it not 

to contaminate the left arm, you must cut it off. 

Therefore, whoever is responsible for what is 

happening here financially, and really that there 

should be no financial support that we are getting 

from the AU, must be made to pay.  

I would also like to say thank you to my sister, under 

the medical health programme, who has asked you 

to include breast cancer because it is another killer 

disease for women. In this way, both sexes can be 

covered permanently. For some of these sicknesses, 

when you go to visit a doctor, the cases are not 

considered because they are said to be chronic. Now 

that the chronic diseases are being added, remember 

breast cancer. 

I thank you. 

 

HON. MA NCHOLU MOLEMOHI 

[LESOTHO]: Thank you, Madam President. 

I thank the Hon. Mr President for his magnificent 

report. Heads of State and Government made a 

commitment to strengthen efforts to deepen 

integration and promote socio-economic 
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development as they have pledged to accelerate the 

development of infrastructure as a critical 

component of the African integration and 

industrialisation agenda and also to develop rural 

economies.  

On the regional Parliamentary meeting on the 

African Governance Platform and promotion of 

African Union Legal Instrument held in Maputo, 

Mozambique, Members agreed that the continent 

should take ownership of and develop resources for 

the benefit of the people. This was supported by Dr 

Dlamini Zuma who stated that the mineral sector 

continues to be the backbone of Africaôs leading 

economies and that there was a notable trend 

towards industrialisation by many African countries 

to support their long-term economic growth 

potential. Moreover, Africa has received largest 

share of foreign direct investments (FDIs), which 

can assist it to address infrastructure constraints. 

Member States have to speedily implement the 

continental free-trade area in order to promote the 

smooth movement of goods, services and people 

across the continent, and harmonise the teaching of 

African history, values and Pan Africanism in all 

schools and educational institutions.  

I thank you.  

Applause  

 

HON. HUGUES ALEXANDRE BARRO 

CHAMBRIER [GABON]  : Merci, Madame la 

Présidente. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Je voudrais vous remercier pour votre présentation 

très claire, et vous dire que nous sommes derrière 

vous. Nous soutenons votre leadership. Côest 

pourquoi je voudrais vous dire de ne pas avoir peur, 

parce que votre succ¯s sera le n¹tre et lô®chec sera 

également collectif.  

Nous avons donc tous intérêt à vous soutenir dans 

vos efforts pour transformer le Parlement 

panafricain. 

Personnellement, je suis convaincu de vos qualités 

de leadership. Il faudrait, en ce qui concerne la 

restructuration de lôorganigramme du personnel, que 

les uns et les autres sachent que nous sommes 

derri¯re vous. Mais il ne faut pas, comme lôa dit 

lôHonorable KEBZABO, occulter les difficultés. 

Lorsque vous °tes devant nous, nôh®sitez pas ¨ nous 

dire quels sont ceux qui font obstacle au processus. 

Je voudrais vous encourager, parce que je vous avais 

dit quôil y a des personnes ressources, dans cette 

salle, qui peuvent vous aider à ajuster votre stratégie. 

Lôintervention de lôHonorable Master GOYA me 

paraît aller dans le sens du pragmatisme. Vous devez 

avoir un plan B, si dôaventure vous nôavez pas les 

ressources n®cessaires. Il nôy a pas de regret ¨ avoir 

si on adapte la stratégie pour pouvoir être réaliste et 

tenir compte des moyens financiers qui sont 

disponibles. Donc, je vous encourage dans ce sens. 

Sur le problème du Protocole, là encore, il y a eu de 

très bonnes idées qui ont été dites par mon voisin de 

gauche, lôHonorable BARTON. Il faut un groupe de 

pression, il faut faire du lobbying.  

Lôid®e de notre coll¯gue du Burkina de voir les chefs 

dô£tats, la société civile, voyez-vous, Honorable 

Président, je pense que vous devez être moins 

accommodant, et vraiment foncer et avancer ; faire 

du bruit, pour que les réunions ne soient pas 

reportées.  

Enfin, Monsieur le Président, si vous le permettez, 

[interruption du micro] par rapport au décès du 

regrett® Idriss Moussa Ndele, je voudrais quôil y ait 

une initiative, parce que nous ne pouvons pas 

[interruption du micro] ayant connu cet homme de 

qualité qui vous soutenait, passer son décès comme 

ça, sans réaction, et je voudrais prendre une 

initiative, conform®ment ¨ ce quôa dit notre coll¯gue 

dôAfrique du Sud, [interruption du micro] mémoire 

reste vivace ici, au Parlement. Je crois que côest 

notre devoir de le faire pour tous les efforts quôil a 

faits. 

Avec mes excuses, Madame la Présidente, je vous 

remercie. 

 

HON. ONYANGO KAKOBA [UGANDA]: I 

thank you, Madam President. 

I want to add my voice to my Hon. Colleagues who 

have already extended their appreciation to the Hon. 

President and the Bureau for this report. It is quite a 

good report.  

I will just touch on a few issues. Firstly, I want to 

appreciate the advocacy missions just like my 

friends have done and I have noted, with 

appreciation, that the areas that the missions visited 

are some of the areas that have been problematic, 

especially in the SADC area. While my appeal is that 

there will be more, I have seen a number of countries 

and I am happy that Botswana is on board but also 

try to bring Zimbabwe on board because I know that 
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these have been countries that have been 

problematic in this area. 

The day the PAP is transformed, it shall even 

eliminate the contradictions like the one we had in 

the morning. This is basically because our term 

office at PAP is pegged to another Parliament. 

However, if the PAP is transformed, then I think we 

should be able to make things clear. 

Madam President, I also want to thank the Hon. 

President for the challenges that he has managed to 

overcome but we still has some challenges 

especially for the people in the PAP leadership here. 

One of them is in the area of communication. The 

PAP needs to improve this because we know that we 

are normally here for a very short time and much of 

the work we do is through communication. At times, 

the PAP may send messages and find that the 

network is down. Secondly, at times, the messages 

delay. I will give an example of when I was 

supposed to go to Nairobi for a meeting that I 

attended. I received the message on the very day I 

was supposed to travel and the air ticket was not 

there. 

Fortunately, Kenya and Uganda are very close and 

there are three flights. That is how I managed to 

make it in a day. A Colleague from my committee 

was supposed to travel to the Central African 

Republic but he was not able to go because the 

message arrived late and they have a time limit 

within which they are supposed to get permission.  

The other area that we may have to look at is the 

issue of Committee Clerks. The PAP needs to have 

clerks attached to committees because it is good for 

institutional memory as well as for follow-ups. In 

most cases, the clerks that are temporary create a 

problem in making sure that we have a follow up 

what we have discussed. 

I want to thank you very much for this opportunity 

and I thank you for your kind attention.  

 

HON. FRANCISCA DOMINGOS TOM ÁS 

[MOÇAMBIQUE]: - Muito obrigada Senhora 

Presidente pela concessão da palavra. Agradeço a 

apresentação do relatório do Parlamento Pan-

Africano.  

Saudar o Senhor Presidente e a sua Mesa em geral, 

pelos esforços empreendidos na realização das 

actividades do PAP, apesar de reconhecermos que 

há insuficiência de orçamento. De igual modo, 

saudá-lo pelo trabalho de sensibilização dos Estados 

membros para transformação do PAP em 

Parlamento Legislativo. 

Gostaria, aqui, de apelar a todos os meus colegas, 

que esse desafio não deve apenas se circunscrever na 

Mesa da Assembleia do PAP, mas sim deve ser de 

todos nós, nos nossos países. 

A problemática da natureza linguística não se 

observa apenas na observação eleitoral. Mas sim, 

aqui mesmo, no nosso Parlamento Pan-Africano 

temos problemas sérios de tradução de documentos, 

principalmente na língua portuguesa. Muitos 

documentos não são traduzidos e, muitas vezes, 

quando são traduzidos, são mal traduzidos, e nós 

acabamos não compreendendo o sentido da 

intervenção ou mesmo o sentido do documento, 

principalmente nas Comissões de trabalho. 

Senhora Presidente, gostaria que pudesse reter essa 

atenção, principalmente quando dizemos que 

estamos numa África, numa só voz, apelamos que o 

tratamento seja por igual. 

Senhor Presidente, não gostaria de terminar a minha 

intervenção, sem agradecer a preocupação que 

Vossa Excelência tem tido com os Parlamentares do 

Pan-Africano ao celebrar o contrato de seguro 

médico e aqui gostaria de propor que não apenas o 

cancro de mama, mas também observar o cancro de 

útero porque muitas senhoras morrem deste cancro 

de útero, principalmente nas idades em que nós nos 

encontramos. É verdade que a minha colega falou de 

cancro de mama, mas também o cancro de útero.  

Muito obrigada pela atenção. 

 

HON. ASSOUMANA MALAM ISSA [NIGER]: 

Merci, Madame la Présidente, 

Je voudrais vous féliciter pour cette occasion que 

vous avez dôexercer le leadership féminin dans notre 

Parlement et on sôen f®licite au vu de la qualit® de 

votre prestation.  

Je voudrais également féliciter Monsieur le 

Président, AMADI, pour la qualité du rapport et 

commencer par appuyer lôHonorable Vincent 

DABILGOU qui a dit que cette fois-ci, la traduction 

en français est quand même appréciable.  

Je crois que cela doit être un élément à placer dans 

votre bilan.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Je voudrais appuyer un certain nombre de 

pr®occupations soulev®es par lôHonorable 
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OUATARA de C¹te dôIvoire, lorsque dans votre 

rapport vous dites quôil y a un certain nombre de 

résistances ï parlant du personnel bien entendu. Je 

crois quôil faut °tre pr®cis. De quels types de 

r®sistances sôagit-il  ? Et par qui ?  

Cela môam¯ne ¨ vous posez la question de savoir : 

est-ce que, véritablement, le Parlement panafricain 

nôest pas otage de la qualit® des contrats de travail 

quôil fait signer par les employés ?  

Je voudrais également revenir sur la question de 

lôaudit.  

Est-il vrai quôil y a eu un audit ?  

Pourquoi les d®put®s du Parlement panafricain nôen 

sont pas informés ? 

Je crois quôil est important quôon sache les 

recommandations faites dans cet audit. Et comme 

nous sommes en train de le faire, que nous vous 

fassions des recommandations pour que vous 

résolviez ces problèmes.  

Je le dis, Monsieur le Président, parce que 

personnellement, vous avez fait preuve de beaucoup 

de volonté pour implémenter la bonne gouvernance 

au Parlement panafricain.  

Vous avez fait beaucoup de choses pour améliorer la 

visibilité du Parlement panafricain.  

Vous avez fait beaucoup de choses, Monsieur le 

Président, avec vos rencontres avec les partenaires, 

vos rencontres avec les Présidents des Parlements 

pour que le Parlement panafricain retrouve une 

certaine image ï jôallais dire ï améliorer une 

certaine image de leadership.  

Il est important que ces efforts que vous êtes en train 

de faire, ne soient pas éclaboussés par le 

comportement des agents du Parlement panafricain. 

Il faut que vous continuiez dans cet effort. Vous avez 

fait preuve de quelque fermeté, il faut aller dans ce 

sens en vous disant que vous avez le soutien des 

députés du Parlement panafricain.  

Ce que nous voulons, côest que le Parlement 

panafricain ne soit pas ridicule. On ne peut pas 

manquer de partenaires tout simplement parce que la 

gestion est mauvaise et vous voulez améliorer la 

gestion.  

De quoi avez-vous peur, Monsieur le Président ?  

 

I would like to end by saying that you have to go 

ahead, Mr President. You have our support and 

history will know that you passed through this 

Parliament this year. 

I thank you. 

(Applaudissements) 

 

HON. ELISE NDOADOUMNGUE 

NELOUMSEI LOUM [TCHAD] : Merci Madame 

la Pr®sidente et f®licitations, parce que côest la 

premi¯re fois que quelquôun prononce aussi bien 

mon nom. 

Madame la Présidente,  

Je voudrais tout dôabord saluer la concision du 

rapport des activités présentées par le Président du 

PAP que je tiens à féliciter pour cela. 

Madame la Présidente,  

Jôai une proposition ¨ faire et une question 

dô®claircissement ¨ poser. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Jôai suivi avec une attention toute particuli¯re la 

pr®sentation du rapport et jôai pens® retrouver une 

partie des sentiments que vous avez partagés avec 

nous lors de la Conférence des Présidents, le samedi 

dernier.  

Nous savons quôil y a quelques petits probl¯mes 

quôil ne faut pas sous-estimer. Mon prédécesseur 

Assoumana vient de vous faire part du soutien de 

tous les parlementaires ; nous connaissons votre 

personnalité, Monsieur le Président, et votre 

leadership à bien vouloir diriger cette Institution. 

Le PAP doit fonctionner comme une vraie 

institution parlementaire m°me si côest le premier 

cas dôesp¯ce sur le continent. Pour expérience à 

partager, je suggérerais que vous restauriez la 

permanence des membres du Bureau pour suivre de 

pr¯s le fonctionnement de lôadministration qui doit 

plutôt dépendre du Bureau et des parlementaires et 

non le contraire. Je parle en tant quôancienne Vice-

présidente de cette Institution et je sais que les petits 

problèmes qui commencent par se mijoter ont, à un 

moment donn®, donn® plut¹t raison ¨ lôabsence des 

parlementaires au sein de lôInstitution.  

Vous °tes le Bureau, essayez dôassurer la 

permanence à tour de rôle au sein du Parlement. 

Monsieur le Président,  
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Vous aviez évoqué dans votre rapport la 

probl®matique de la mise en îuvre du nouvel 

organigramme. Je suis sidérée de suivre le modèle et 

la démarche qui seraient appliqués à notre personnel 

¨ co¾t de petits contrats. Côest ce que vient 

dô®voquer mon pr®d®cesseur. Je trouve que côest 

ill®gal et sachez quôil nôy a pas de feu dans la 

maison. Allons doucement dans la mise en îuvre de 

cet organigramme et procédons étape par étape pour 

assurer au personnel une certaine garantie et lui 

accorder surtout une certaine confiance pour mieux  

travailler. 

Monsieur le Président, 

On ne doit pas jeter le b®b® avec lôeau du bain. 

Je soutiens également la deuxième partie de 

lôintervention de mon voisin de derrière, Monsieur 

GOYA. 

Mon troisième petit élément que je voudrais ajouter 

¨ mon intervention, côest de vous f®liciter pour 

lôassurance que vous accordez aux parlementaires 

mais ajouter, en plus, ï mes sîurs qui môont 

précédée, en la personne de Joyce et de Bernadette ï 

quôil faut consid®rer ®galement le cancer des seins et 

le cancer de lôut®rus. 

Merci beaucoup, Monsieur le Président. 

(Applaudissements) 

 

HON.  BENDIR KHATARI DJAMEL 

[SAHARAWI  

̪̪  ϣЃЯϯЮϜ ϣЃуϚϼ ϢϹуЃЮϜ ϜϽЫІ 

 еК сЧтϽТъϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ЁуϚϼ ЭЎϝУЮϜ ϹуЃЮϜ сзкϜ дϜ ϟϲϜ ϣтϜϹϡЮϜ сТ

 Ϝϻк ев ϢϿϯзгЮϜ ϤϝАϝЇзЮϜ ев сзПЮϜм ХуЇЮϜм рϽϫЮϜ  ЌϽЛЮϜ Ϝϻк

 ϢϽϧУЮϜ иϻк ̭ϝзϪϜ сЧтϽТъϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ϤϝАϝЇж ЭЛУЮϝϠ ϽЦнгЮϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ

Ϝм ϝтϝЏЧЮϜ ев ϹтϹЛЮϜ ϥЮмϝзϦм ϣУуϫЪ ϢϽу϶ъϜ ϝзϦϼϝЦ сТ ϤъϝПЇжъ

 ϝгуТ ϝгуЂъ етϸϝугЮϜ ЙугϮ сТ еЃϳϧт дϜ Ϝϻк ϝзжϝгЮϽϠ ев ϹтϽж еЫЮм

 ϤϜϼϜϽЧЮϜ ХуϡГϦ ϣЛϠϝϧвм дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ̭ϝЏКц ЭгЛЮϜ РмϽД ЉϷт

 ϽууЃϧЮϜ еуЃϳϦм дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ϝлуЯК ФϸϝЋтм ЅЦϝзϦ сϧЮϜ ϤϝуЊнϧЮϜм

 пЯК ϝлϲϽАϜ дϜ ϹтϽж ϤϝЗϲыгЮϜ ЍЛϠ рϹЮ ФϝуЃЮϜ Ϝϻк сТ рϼϜϸъϜ

в: ЭЎϝУЮϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ЁуϚϼ ϹуЃЮϜ  бЫуЮϝЛ-  ϾϝϯжϜ ИмϽЇв дϖ ̯ъмϜ

 дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ϟЃЫв пЮϜ РϝЏтм ЭугϮ сІ Ϝϻкм ϿϯжϜ  ϣугуЦϽЮϜ ϣϡϧЫгЮϜ

 бЮϝЛЮϜ еК ϝвϝгϦ еуЛГЧзв дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ Ϝϻк сТ еϳж  ϣЧуЧϳЮϜ сТ сЧтϽТъϜ

 ЬϝЋϦъϜ ЭϚϝЂм  ЬϝгЛϧЂϜ сТ ЭЪϝЇв Шϝзк  ϣугЦϽЮϜ ϣуϲϝзЮϜ ев

ЯЂыЮϜм ϣуЫЯЃЮϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ онϧЃв пЯК сУтнЮϜ ϸнϮм аϜϹЛжϜ  ϣуЫ

  блУϦϜнк ϕУГт дϜ  етϽЦнгЮϜ ̭ϝЏКъϜ ϢϸϝЃЯЮ бϧЯЦм бϧгЯЫϦ  сЧтϽТъϜ

 ϢϿлϮъϜ ЍЛϠ  ϜϹϮ  БуЃϠ Эϲ Шϝзк еЫЮм ϤϝЃЯϯЮϜ ϣтϜϹϠ сТ  ϣЮϝЧзЮϜ

:̯ϝужϝϪ ϣЮϝЧзЮϜ СϦϜнлЮϜ Йв ϣуЫЯЂыЮϜ ϤϝЦыЛЮϜ ЙГЧЮ  ϣТϽО сТ ЙЎнϦ-  

 ϤϜϼϜϽЧЮϜ ев ϹтϹЛЮϜ ϝлуЯКϣЦϸϝЋгЮϜ бϦм  ϢϹЇϠ  ϥЇЦнж  ϤϝуЊнϧЮϜ

 ϣгуЧЮϜ ϣуЊнϧЮϜ мϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ̭ϝЏКϒ ϞϝуО ϝг̵уЂъ  дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ЭϡЦ ев

 РϽА ев ϣЛϠϝϧв Шϝзк ЭлТ   ϣуϠϽПЮϜ ̭ϜϽϳЋЮϜ ϣуЏЦ ЉϷϦ сϧЮϜ

 ϤϝуЊнϧЮϜм ϤϜϼϜϽЧЮϜ иϻк  ХуϡГϧЮ сЧтϽТъϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ 

: ̯ϝϫЮϝϪ- ъϜ ЍЛϠ дϜ  ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ  ЬнЧЛгЮϜ ев Эк ев еутϼϜϸ

 ϣуЂϝвнЯϠϸ ϽУЂ ϤϜϾϜнϮ днЫЯгт сЧтϽТъϜ ϸϝϳϦъϜм сЧтϽТъϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ

 сТ ϝлжмϹϯт ϼмϽв ХϚϝϪм БЧТ блЮ сЧтϽТъϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ̭ϝЏКϜ ϝгзуϲ

 дϝϯЯЮϜ ϤϝАϝЇж ϞϝуО ϝгу̯Ђъ ЉϧϷт ϝгуТ ЬмϹЮϜ ЍЛϠ сТ ϸмϹϳЮϜ

 ЭЧзЮϜ ϣзϯЮ еуϠ  ϣЪϽϧЇгЮϜ ϣІϼнЮϜ ϞϝуО  ϽтϽЧϧЮϜ сТ ЭϯЃж  ϣгϚϜϹЮϜ

м ϝуЧтϽТϜ ϞнзϮ дϝгЮϽϡϠ ϣЦϝГЮϜ ϣзϯЮм ϝуϮнЮнзЫϧЮϜм анЯЛЮϜм ϣЦϝГЮϜ

 ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ ϣϲϽА ϤϸϼϜϝв Ϝϻк ϣϡуА ̳ϹϮ ϭϚϝϧж ϝлЮ ϥжϝЪ сϧЮϜм

̭ϝПЊъϜ пЯК бЪϽЫІϜм 

 

HON. SHEKU B. B. DUMBUYA [SIERRA 

LEONE]:  Thank you very much, Madam President.   

Madam President, I have observed that since 

President Amadi assumed the mantle of leadership 

of this Parliament, the activity reports presented to 

this House, so far, have been impressive.  I hope he 

will continue to do so. 

Madam President, what we expect of our leaders in 

Africa is that they must deliver on their promises.  I 

recall, Madam President, that when President 

Amadi, then as First-Vice President, wanted to run 

for the presidency, he did promise certain things and 

I am proud and glad to see that he has been 

delivering on some of these promises.  I hope he will 

continue. 

Madam President, on the question of transformation, 

it said that to be realistic is not to be pessimistic.  

Much as I am not pessimistic, I have my doubts as 

to whether our leaders are prepared, at this time, to 

give us this power that we so desperately need.   I do 

not want to feel that they are totally averse to the idea 

but, for the moment, I do not think they are prepared.  

So, something has to be done about this. 

Madam President, we have been told by some 

people that we suffered a good deal of humiliation 

where some of our Hon. Members went with the AU 

on these election observation missions. The reason 

for this is that we have been partnering with them.  

We had been doing this on our own. Let us begin to 

do election observation missions on our own as we 

used to do and then we will not talk about this 

humiliation any more.  The question of this Business 

Class, I think, has been dragging on for quite some 

time.  It is an insult to some of us that these people 

travel in Business Class and we are subjected to 

travel in Economy Class.  That trend also has to be 

reversed. 

Madam President, I want to let the President know 

that the medical health insurance cover for Members 

of Parliament is a monumental achievement.  Mr 
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President, more grease to your elbow.  I hope you 

will do more.  However, Madam President, if the 

President wants to crown the glory of his 

achievement or the consummation of his 

achievements, I want him to work on our leaders so 

that special arrangement will be made wherein Hon. 

Members will have to travel here as it done in 

ECOWAS.  You find that the attendance is very poor 

and this has been the trend for the past two to three 

years.  Attendance has been very poor.  Let it be 

done as it is being done in the case of ECOWAS 

where they finance everything.    

Thank you. 

 

HON. GUY CHRISTIAN OSSAGOU [GABON] 

: Merci, Madame la Présidente. 

Malheureusement, je nô®tais pas l¨ lorsque le 

Pr®sident a expos® son rapport dôactivit®s. Jô®tais 

retenu pour des raisons de santé quelque part.  

Je crois que ceux qui sont intervenus avant moi, 

notamment Mme LOUM et lôHonorable 

CHAMBRIER ont intégré mes préoccupations et 

cela ne sert ¨ rien pour moi dôy revenir.  

Merci. 

 

HON. MOHAMED YOUSIF ABDULLAH 

[SUDAN]: Thank you, Madam President.  

Let me start by congratulating you and the Bureau 

for this very elaborate report. I will begin by 

addressing the transformation process. In this 

regard, I have two issues to look at. The first one is 

about the dispatch of missions to countries with 

reservations.The second point is to knock on efforts 

and receive clear responses from those countries 

with reservations.  

As regards the issue of the implementation of the 

PAP approved organisational structure, we have one 

problem which is very clear and that is the non-

payment of the money by the AU. This is disrupting 

our activities and delaying the transformation. 

Therefore, we want, as a Parliament, to send a letter 

to the AU that they are frustrating our activities and 

our work. This has to stop. They have to assist us in 

this regard since they have approved the Budget. 

The second issue regards the contracts of the staff. 

These should be handled in a way that staff are not 

frustrated so that they can work in the manner that 

they should. 

Madam President, I think that there are many 

problems as regards the issue of communication 

with the PAP. One of them is translation. The 

languages are not accorded equal treatment. In some 

cases, there are no documents at all in some 

languages. At other times, especially in committee 

meetings, there are no documents and the translation 

is, sometimes, very poor. In this regard, I am 

referring to Arabic and other languages.  

As regards the Speakersô Conference, we have two 

issues to deal with and come up with our priorities. 

One issue is to implore them to expedite the 

ratification of AU instruments. This should be made 

very clear to our Speakers. This is our request as a 

House. We will not achieve the AU objectives or 

policies unless our leaders in our Parliaments work 

very hard to ratify those instruments. 

The second issue is to have them provide written 

notification from their Parliaments that they agree to 

the PAP being given the legislative and oversight 

powers. These are two issues which I think are very 

important and essential to deal with. 

Thank you. 

 

HON. INZOUNGOU -MASSANGA ZELY 

PIERRE [CONGO]  : Merci, Madame la 

Présidente, pour la parole.  

Madame la Présidente,  

Je voudrais, dôentr®e de jeu, f®liciter Monsieur le 

Président du Parlement panafricain pour la qualité 

de son rapport, mais aussi pour son leadership, 

comme lôont dit mes pr®d®cesseurs, ¨ la t°te du 

Parlement panafricain.  

Personnellement, cela ne mô®tonne pas parce que 

lors de son investiture, le Président nous avait 

rassur®s quôil travaillerait dans le sens de la 

continuité de ceux qui ont imprimé comme rythme, 

avec le défunt Président Idriss Ndele Moussa ; et 

aujourdôhui il se comporte exactement tel quôil avait 

prévu.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Madame la Présidente, 

Mon propos va commencer par le point sur les 

activités des commissions permanentes pour dire 

quôautant je reconnais la qualit® du rapport, autant je 

môindigne de ce que le Pr®sident ait totalement 

ignoré les activités de la Commission Permanente 

des Règlements, des Privilèges et de la Discipline.  
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Est-ce que côest une omission faite dans le sens de 

dire que la Commission nôa pas travaill® ? Ce qui 

nôest pas tout ¨ fait vrai, parce que, tout ¨ lôheure, on 

va examiner un document qui a été étudié et soumis 

par la Commission Permanente des Règlements, des 

Privilèges et de la Discipline.  

Donc, lôomission ne se comprend pas ! Il faut 

certainement rattraper parce quôil y a dôautres 

commissions qui sont revenues deux ou trois fois, 

mais la Commission Permanente des Règlements, 

des Privilèges et de la Discipline nôest cit®e nulle 

part.  

Le deuxième point de mon propos porte sur ce que 

vous relevez comme facteurs de blocage du 

processus de mise en îuvre de la nouvelle structure 

du Parlement panafricain. Vous avez dit, Monsieur 

le Président, que le manque de déblocage de fonds 

par le Conseil Exécutif et les malheureux problèmes 

internes ont temporairement bloqué le processus.  

Quelles sont ces problèmes internes, Monsieur le 

Président, que vous qualifiez de malheureux ?  

Pourquoi ne les portez-vous pas à la connaissance de 

la pl®ni¯re pour quôon en d®batte et que des solutions 

définitives soient trouvées pour vous permettre de 

conduire de façon sereine le processus à son terme ?  

Dans le m°me ordre dôid®e, Monsieur le Pr®sident, 

vous faites état de la résistance manifeste de 

certaines personnes à la volonté du Bureau de mettre 

en îuvre le processus de recrutement. Il y a des 

sous-entendus dans ce que vous dites et ces sous-

entendus m®ritent dô°tre clarifi®s.  

Mes collègues du Gabon, du Niger, du Tchad ï et 

jôen oublie ï vous ont rassuré de notre soutien sur ce 

que vous devez entreprendre dans le sens de mettre 

en îuvre le nouvel organigramme du Parlement 

panafricain.  

Vous nôavez donc pas de raison dôavoir peur parce 

que les parlementaires sont là pour vous soutenir.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Dans la mise en îuvre du nouvel organigramme, si 

le Bureau décide de reprendre le recrutement de tout 

le personnel, il doit se séparer préalablement du 

personnel actuel de façon appropriée et payer tous 

les droits inhérents à la cessation de fonction 

conformément aux statuts et règlement du personnel 

de lôUnion africaine.  

A-t-on d®j¨ ®valu® lôincidence financi¯re ? 

Le PAP est-il disposé à y faire face ? 

Je vous pose ces questions, Monsieur le Président, et 

vous voudrez bien certainement apporter quelques 

éléments de réponse.  

Vous avez dit que le processus de sélection devrait 

°tre termin® dôici fin d®cembre 2013, pour la 

catégorie des fonctionnaires du cadre supérieur.  

Si dans cette catégorie là, il est compris le Secrétaire 

g®n®ral, le Secr®taire g®n®ral adjoint, jôaimerais 

rappeler, Monsieur le Président, que le recrutement 

du Secrétaire général et des Secrétaires généraux 

adjoints est de la compétence du Parlement 

panafricain.  

À ce que je sache et selon notre tradition, au mois de 

décembre, le Parlement panafricain ne tient pas de 

session ordinaire. La prochaine que lôon pourra 

envisager sera au mois de mai.   

La prochaine session ordinaire aura lieu au mois de 

mai, mais vous promettez de recruter les cinq plus 

hauts fonctionnaires dôici d®cembre. Comment 

allez-vous le faire ?  

Côest de la comp®tence du Parlement panafricain ! 

Allez-vous convoquer une session extraordinaire ? 

Si côest le cas, merci beaucoup.   

Enfin, Monsieur le Président, je voudrais vous 

rappeler que lôarticle 10 du Règlement intérieur sur 

les privilèges et immunités des parlementaires 

énonce quelques droits dont devraient jouir les 

parlementaires. Malheureusement, il nôen est pas 

encore le cas. Vous voudriez bien vous en 

préoccuper surtout que cela relève de la compétence 

stricte du Bureau.  

Voilà ce que je voulais dire, Monsieur le Président, 

et je vous pose la question de savoir où est-ce que 

vous en °tes avec le processus dô®valuation de 

lôAccord de si¯ge entre lôUnion africaine et la 

Parlement panafricain sur le siège du Parlement 

panafricain, avant dôenvisager sa r®vision ?  

Je vous remercie.  

 

HON. M. MOHAMED GUIDJI [ ALGERIA] 

сϦϹуЂ Ϝ̯ϽЫІ  ̪̪   буϲϽЮϜ егϲϽЮϜ  бЃϠ 

  ϽтϽЧϧЮϜ Ϝϻк ев ϝззуЫгϦ пЯК̪̪ ЁуϚϽЮϜ Ϝ рϹуЂ бЪϽЫІϜ ϣтϜϹϡЮϜ сТ

ЂъϜ ЍЛϠ ϰϽАϒ дϜ ϸмϒ блгЮϜ ̯ϣϳЎϜм ϣϠϝϮъϜ днЫϦϜ  дϜ сзгϦϜм ϣЯϛ

 сТ  ϰϸϝТ ЉЧж ев сжϝЛт дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ̪ ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ днгЯЛϦ ϝгЪ .

 ϜϻлϠ блАϝϡϦϼϜ ϸнЧК ϥлϧжϜ ϹЦ еуУДнгЮϜ ЍЛϠ  ϣуГПϧЮϜ ЭϚϝЂм
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 ЍЛϠ РϽА ев ЭгЛЮϝϠ аϝуЧЮϜ сТ с϶ϜϽϧЯЮ ЬϝгКϒ Шϝзкм  дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ

к ϰϽАϒм ϹуКϜ сжϝТ йуЯКм дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ Ϝϻк сТ еуУДнгЮϜ рϻЮϜ  ЬϜϕЃЮϜ Ϝϻ

:  сЯϡЦ ев ̭ывϿЮϜ йϲϽА-  сϧЮϜ СуДнϧЮϜ ϣуЯгК ϥЯЊм етϒ пЮϖ

 ̪ ϝлзК еЯК̳ϒ 

: ϣужϝϫЮϜ ϣГЧзЮϜ-   ХЯЛϧтϝв сТ БЧТ ϽЋϧЦϒ ЭгЛЮϜ  ЭϚϝЂм ЉЧзϠ ХЯЛϧϦ

 ϣзЂ сТ  ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ ЭЧЛт̳ϒ  сУтϽЮϜ ϥжϽϧжъϝϠ2016  дϝгЮϽϠ ϹϮнтъ

днЮмϿЛв еϳзТ ЬϝЋϦϜ  ЭϚϝЂм дмϸ ϢϼнгЛгЮϜ сТ  еК еЃуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ

.  сϮϼϝϷЮϜ аϝЛЮϜ 

   ЬнЧж  ̭ывϿЮϜ ЍЛϠ ϝлуЮϜ  сзЧϡЂ сϧЮϜ ϣгϮϽϧЮϜ ϣϛуϠ ЉϧϷт ϝгуТ ϝвϜ

 ϣПЯЮϝϠ ϝлзв ХЯЛϧт ϝгуТ  ϣЊϝ϶ Ϝ̯ϹϮ ϣуϚϸϼ ϣгϮϽϧЮϜ ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ

 ϣгϮϽϧЮϜ  иϻк пϧϲ ϤϝЇЦϝзгЮϜ ЍЛϠ сТ ШϼϝЇж ϝвϹзК ϝжϝуϲϓТ  ϣуϠϽЛЮϜ

 ϝлЯЪ ФϜϼмъϜ ϩуϲ ϝкϹϯж бЮ ϣуϚϸϽЮϜ  ϣПЯЮϝϠ мϒ ϣуЃжϽУЮϜ  ϣПЯЮϝϠ

 ЉϧϷт ϝгуТм ̪ ϣтϼнУЮϜ ϣгϮϽϧЮϜ пϧϲ Ϲϯжъ ̯ϝжϝуϲϒм ̪ ϣтϿуЯϯжъϜ

  ϤϝϪϝЛϡЮϜ ϣЪϼϝЇв  сТ ϽуϫЫЮϜ ϝзуЮϜ ФϹ̳Њ ̪ ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ ϤϝϠϝϷϧжъϝϠ

 ЭЧЛтϒ сЧтϽТъϜ дϝгЮϽϡЯЮ  ϣжϝкϖ ϝлжϜ  ϼнЋϦϒ ϝжϓТ ϤϝϠϝϷϧжъϜ ϣϡЦϜϽвм

 СДнв ϝзуТ бЫϳϧт дϜ   ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂϝт  ̪ сЧтϽТъϜ ϸϝϳϦъϜ ев БуЃϠ

  дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ̭ϝЏКϒ ϢϸϝЃЮϜ евм ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ  йϡЯАϜ ϝв ЭЪ ϝжϜ

 иϻк сТ ϝзϧЪϼϝЇв ХЯЛж дϒ мϒ ϣЯЫЇгЮϜ иϻлЮ Эϲ Ϲϯж дϜ дмϽЦнгЮϜ

 йϠ днвнЧϦϝв ЭЪ пЯК бЪϽЫІϜ ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ оϽ϶Ϝ ϢϽв .  ϤϝϫЛϡЮϜ

Ϝ рϹуЂ днТϝϷϦ егв ! сЯϡЦ ̭ϝЏКϒ мϜ ̭ϝЦϹЊϜ ϝлЮϝЦ ϝгЪ еЫЮм  ЁуϚϽЮ

 ев ϽϫЪϜ дϝЪ бкϸϹКм ануЮϜ бкϝзЛгЂ етϻЯЮϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ̭ϝЏКϒ ЭЫТ ̬

31  етϓТ ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ ϟϧЫгЯЮм бЫЮ ϼϜϽЧЮϝТ бЫжмϹжϝЃт . ы϶ϜϹϧв

  Ϝϻк дϖ оϽ϶Ϝ ϢϽв ХЯПт дϜ ϸϝЫт ϥуϡЮϜ дϖ  ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂϝт РмϝϷгЮϜ

 Ϝϻк сТ еуУДнгЮϜ ЍЛϠ ϤϝТϽЋϦ ϟϡЃϠ днЫтъϜ ϸϝЫт дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ

ЫІϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ϣгϲϼм бЫуЯК аыЃЮϜм бЪϽ 

HON. OBAMI -ITOU ANDRÉ [CONGO]  : 

Merci, Madame la Présidente de la séance.  

Je voudrais, comme mes pr®d®cesseurs lôont fait, 

remercier et féliciter le Président du Parlement 

panafricain pour la présentation de son rapport 

intersession. Côest un rapport qui est clair, mais qui 

a d®j¨ suscit® beaucoup dôinterrogations, surtout sur 

le fonctionnement administratif et financier du 

Parlement. Ce sont deux choses très, très 

importantes, Monsieur le Pr®sident du PAP. Sôil nôy 

a pas dôadministration, pas de finances, comment le 

Parlement peut-il exister, fonctionner, comme il se 

doit ?  

Comme les autres lôont dit, je crois que vous °tes, si 

vous le voulez, le garant du bon fonctionnement du 

Parlement ; bien sûr, avec vous, les membres du 

Bureau. Vos responsabilités sont collégiales avec les 

autres.  

On ne peut pas mieux dire et vous avez bien fait de 

le dire. Je trouve que ce nôest pas normal de nous 

dire, ici, quôil y a au sein de lôadministration, des 

personnes qui r®sistent quant ¨ lôapplication et à la 

mise en îuvre dôun nouvel organigramme.  

Ce nôest pas normal !  

Le Bureau existe ou nôexiste pas !  

Pourquoi il ne peut pas trancher ?  

Amenez les dossiers, donc, en plénière, comme ça 

nous trancherons !  

Si le Bureau ne peut pas, si côest une faiblesse ou sôil 

y a quelque pesanteur, présentez-les nous !  

Mais, pour ce point, je pense que, sôil nôest pas r®gl®, 

il nôy aura pas dôefficacit® dans le fonctionnement 

de notre Institution. 

Deuxi¯mement, côest sur la transformation du PAP.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Nous sommes tous, ici, anim®s par ce souci dôarriver 

enfin ¨ un Parlement qui puisse donner ¨ lôAfrique 

des lois qui sôappliquent ¨ tous les £tats membres de 

lôUnion africaine.  

Côest notre coll¯gue de la Sierra Leone, lôHonorable 

SHEKU, qui a dit : « quôon est un peu tous 

optimistes », mais je ne voudrais pas être pessimiste.  

Jôai peur !  

Jôai une inqui®tude !  

Je suis s¾r quôau sein de la Conf®rence, côest-à-dire 

les Chefs dô£tats et de gouvernements qui si¯gent, 

ils doivent décider, tous [Interruption du micro].  

Je crois quôils nôont pas tous la volont® de nous 

accorder ce pouvoir. Mais la lutte continue.  

On espère toujours !  

Côest pour janvier 2014 et nous reviendrons, ici, 

certainement, avec un sourire ou non. 

Merci, Monsieur le Président. 

 

HON. KONE DONGON [CĎTE DôIVOIRE] : 

Merci, Madame la Présidente.  

Je voudrais môassocier aux remerciements et aux 

f®licitations de tous mes coll¯gues ¨ lôendroit de 

notre Président. 
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Monsieur le Président,  

Je voudrais réagir par rapport aux missions 

conjointes dôobservation des ®lections.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Jôavoue que je suis enti¯rement dôaccord avec vous 

sur les problèmes soulevés, et vous encourage à 

poursuivre les discussions avec lôUnion africaine. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Jôai eu lôhonneur et lôavantage de participer ¨ la 

mission dôobservation des ®lections g®n®rales du 31 

juillet dernier au Zimbabwe.  

Je voudrais réagir par rapport à quatre points. 

Le premier, ce sont les problèmes liés à la logistique. 

Jôapporte de lôeau au moulin de lôHonorable Sarah 

de Zambie, pour dire que le voyage en classe 

économique ne devrait pas être un problème. 

Néanmoins, il faudrait que les informations arrivent 

¨ temps, afin dô®viter le paiement de quelques 

p®nalit®s par rapport au billet dôavion. Il faut aussi 

faire attention aux itinéraires.  

Juste un exemple : je pars du 7 au 8 novembre 

prochain ¨ Malabo. On me fait partir dôAbidjan en 

passant par Addis-Abeba, et je reviens à Malabo ; 

plus de quinze heures de vol, alors que je suis à deux 

heures et demie de Malabo. 

Concernant la traduction, je ne reviendrais pas sur ce 

point, mais sur la mission au Zimbabwe, tous les 

documents, toute la formation sôest faite en anglais, 

et cela a handicap® beaucoup dôobservateurs, 

notamment lors de la formation et des débats sur le 

rapport. 

Concernant lôimplication du personnel du PAP dans 

lôorganisation des missions, je dirais que cela est tr¯s 

important. Lorsque nous sommes revenus du terrain 

à Harare, certains sont restés de dix-sept heures à 

vingt-trois heures pour attendre une chambre 

dôh¹tel, parce que simplement la r®servation nôavait 

pas été faite pour notre retour. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Le m®morandum qui existe entre lôUnion africaine 

et le PAP stipule que le PAP doit représenter 40 % 

des missions dôobservation. Mais, au Zimbabwe, 

nous étions à peine 20 % ; environ neuf (9) sur 

soixante-dix (70) observateurs. 

Pour terminer, je voudrais dire, Monsieur le 

Président, que nous vous avons adressé un rapport, 

apr¯s cette mission au Zimbabwe. Je vois bien quôon 

en a tenu compte. Je voudrais vous en remercier et 

vous en féliciter. 

Je vous remercie, Madame la Présidente. 

 

HON. MOHAMED ALI FOULIEH [DJIBOUTI] 

: Merci, Madame la Présidente. 

Je voudrais môassocier ®galement aux autres 

collègues pour féliciter le Président pour le rapport 

quôil vient de nous pr®senter. Ce ne sont pas 

simplement des félicitations, ce sont aussi des 

encouragements, parce quôen mon sens, il ne fait 

quôexercer le pouvoir que nous lui avons d®volu.  

Je vais en outre môassocier aux coll¯gues qui môont 

précédé pour déplorer les humiliations et les 

bafouements des droits des parlementaires 

panafricains lors missions dôobservations. Ce ne 

sont pas des fonctionnaires de lôUnion africaine, il 

ne faut pas se tromper, car selon les dispositions des 

textes, les organes de lôUnion africaine sont en 

premier lieu, la Conf®rence de lôUnion qui est 

repr®sent®e par les Chefs dô£tats, le Conseil 

Exécutif qui regroupe des Ministres des Affaires 

étrangères et finalement le Parlement panafricain. 

La Commission ne vient quôen cinquième position.  

Notre vocabulaire doit par conséquent être adapté. 

Nous sommes membres de lôUnion africaine, mais 

la Commission nôest que lôorgane administratif. Elle 

d®cide de mani¯re excessive et sôarroge tous les 

pouvoirs.  

Ainsi, en application de lôarticle 10, alin®a 5 du 

Règlement intérieur : 

« Pendant toute la durée de leur mandat, 

les Parlementaires ont droit à un passeport 

diplomatique de lôUnion ».  

Nous ne voulons plus de ces passeports, de ces 

laissez-passer rouges, Monsieur le Président.  

Il faudrait que tous les parlementaires panafricains 

rendent ces passeports rouges parce que même les 

fonctionnaires de lôUnion africaine et ceux du PAP 

ont des passeports num®riques qui sont dôune autre 

couleur bleu.  

Qui sont les parlementaires ? Eux ? 

Ce sont donc des parlementaires qui deviennent 

maintenant des fonctionnaires. Si nous ne sommes 

pas capables de faire respecter nos droits et dignité, 

comment voulez-vous que nous puissions aller 
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devant les Chefs dô£tats pour demander les pleins 

pouvoirs législatifs au Parlement panafricain ?  

Ce nôest pas possible ; nous ne devons pas nous 

tromper dôadversaire, notre adversaire principal, 

côest la Commission de lôUnion africaine qui, en 

premier lieu, sôarroge tous les pouvoirs. Dôailleurs, 

au lieu que le budget soit présenté par les 

commissaires compétents devant le Parlement ï il y 

a plusieurs commissaires ¨ lôUnion africaine ï on 

nous envoie, ici, un Vice-pr®sident dôune 

commission. Ce qui est totalement intolérable. Cela 

d®montre le peu dôint®r°t quôon accorde au 

Parlement panafricain.  

Nous ne devons pas aller voir les Chefs dô£tats ! 

Nous devons nous battre contre la Commission de 

lôUnion africaine pour que nos droits soient 

respect®s, parce que la Conf®rence des Chefs dô£tats 

de lôUnion africaine nous a déjà donné le pouvoir 

législatif, mais à titre consultatif. Ce pouvoir 

l®gislatif nous donne dôabord le pouvoir de contr¹ler 

le budget de la Commission. Alors, si nous avons ce 

pouvoir, nous pouvons également contrôler 

lôensemble des actions de la Commission [Temps de 

parole épuisé].  

 

HON. ASHEBIR WOLDEGIORGIS GAYO 

[ETHIOPIA]: Thank you, Madam President. 

Hon. Members, as an Ethiopian, the host nation of 

the African Union, it will not be appropriate if I do 

not witness for our President, His Excellency Hon. 

Bethel Nnaemeka Amadi, because I have had an 

opportunity to be with him and accompany him to 

the AU Mission, Ethiopian authorities and AU 

organs.  

Madam President, Hon. Amadi is very committed 

and tough in negotiations. He is a man of principle. 

He even listens to us and is honouring his promises. 

It is my pleasure to congratulate this august House 

for electing a President like Hon. Amadi. I urge Hon. 

Members to give him a big round of applause.   

Having said this, Madam President, I have the 

pleasure to ask the Hon. Mr President to work on the 

amendment of regulations. The PAP has some 

irregular regulations in the Rules of Procedure. For 

an instance, the General Assembly of this august 

House recruits the Clerk and the Deputy Clerks 

which is not appropriate for such an Assembly. They 

should be recruited by the President and the Bureau. 

Secondly, Madam President, the PAP regulations 

provide that Members should stand when talking. 

There are elders in our Assembly and Members who 

are ill. I think this should be amended. Members 

should be allowed to talk while seated otherwise 

many Members who are not able to stand will keep 

quiet. We will not hear their interventions. 

Madam President, I would like to ask the Hon. Mr 

President to take note of this and ask the Committee 

on Rules of Procedure to work on it.  

Regarding the election observation missions, 

Madam President, we are grateful that we are part of 

them but our reports are not included. The Hon. Mr 

President is tough and I know that he can negotiate 

with the AU. I urge him to work seriously and 

proceed with the negotiations and ensure that our 

reports get included in the AU Report. 

Madam President, I thank you.  

 

HON. P.C BAI KURR [SIERRA LEONE]:  Thank 

you, Madam President.  I also want to thank 

everybody who has spoken and my thanks further go 

to the President. 

Listening to all of you, my view is that you have 

contributed very well. As far as I am concerned, 

now, it is for us to just pass resolutions for the 

reports that have been given by the Hon. Mr 

President to be a working document for this noble 

House.  A working committee can be set up to 

implement the issues raised in the report.  If we want 

to debate this and say it is good but we do not have 

resolutions and a working document to bring in the 

issues and address them, then there is not going to 

be any development.    

The President has raised vital issues and some of the 

people have raised very important issues. So, I will 

recommend that this House adopts this report but 

still set up a working committee to implement the 

issues raised by this noble House and the report of 

the President.  That will be my recommendation.  

Then we will address the issue of the restructuring, 

funding of the restructuring, donors and fundraising.  

We raise very important issues at every time we 

speak.  I admire everybody here.   

With regard to our travelling documents, it is easier 

and cheaper for me to fly to London than for me to 

fly from Sierra Leone to go to Nigeria.  Is this what 

Africa should do?  If you want to buy something and 

ship it to Sierra Leone, it is more costly to buy it 

from Africa than the United States of America 

(USA). Are these not issues we should come 

together and address?  Let us create. Give us the 

forum to create.  We should have a radio station. The 



Pan-African Parliament Hansard Report, Third Session of the Third Parliament 

October 2013 

 

75 
 

PAP, by this time, should go on air.  We should have 

a system of communicating with our people but we 

come here and talk to ourselves. Even people at the 

airport, when we come there, do not know what the 

PAP is all about.  That is right here, in South Africa, 

because there is no communication. We have 

intellectuals, educated people, here, and we need a 

radio station across Africa.  We have people here 

who can produce newspapers, journals, reports of 

what is going on in the world. 

Thank you 

 

HON. SUAD AL-FATI H AL BADAWI 

[SUDAN]:  I thank you very much, Madam Vice 

President. I would like to express my happiness. I 

would like to speak in Arabic. 

 ХϚϝУЮϒ рϸϝвϒ /ϹуЃЮϜ аϝгϧкъ ϣᴉуϠϽЛЮϜ ϣПЯЮ ϝϠ сϦϸϝЛЂ еК ϽϡКϜ дϜ ϹтϼϜ

 ϢϽв Ьмъ ϝгуЂъ ϢϿуϮнЮϜ ϢϽϧУЮϜ иϻк сТ ЙЂϜнЮϜ АϝЇзЮϜ ϜϻлϠ ϣвϝуЦм

 ϝзϳϧУжϜ ϢϽуЋЦ ϢϽϧТ сТ сзЛт бЮϝЛЮϜ пЯК ϰϝϧУжъϜ бЯКϒ ϝжϒ ϝв ϟЃϲ

 ϝуЂϜ  ) ϤϜϼϝЦ ϣϪыϪ пЯКï  ϝϠмϼмϜï ϝЫтϽвϜ мϜ ϢϹϳϧгЮϜ ϤϝтънЮϜ   (.

. ̭ϝзϫЮϜ йуЯК ХϳϧЃт ϹуϮ ЭгК Ϝϻкм 

  сТ СЛЎ ϣАϼϝ϶ сТ ЙЧϦ слТ дϝϯЯЮϝϠ ϣЊϝϷЮϜ ϣуЯϳгЮϜ ϣГЇжъϜ ϝвϒ

 нк ЩЮϺ ев ϽГ϶ϒ ϟϡЃЮ еЫЮм ϤϝужϝЫвъϜ ϱЇЮ ЁуЮ  ЩЮϺм дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ

 ЅЦϝзϦм ЌмϽЛЮϜ днвϹЧт ϬϼϝϷЮϜ ев РнуЏЮϜ ϸϝУтϖ пЯК ϿуЪϽϧЮϜ

ЯЮϜм ЩЮϺ ЭЛУϦ дϝϯЯЮϜ ЭЪ ϽвъϜ слϧзтм ЌмϽЛЮϜ сϦϹуЂ ск дϝϯ

 блϦϝКмϽЇгЮ ЭтнгϧЮϜ ϸϝϯтϖ  ев ϹϠъ сϧЮϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ϰмϼ йЃуϚϽЮϜ

: ϣϫЮϝϫЮϜ ϣГЧзЮϜ   ϬϼϝϷЮϜ ев ϢϸмϹггЮϜ ϟГϷЮϒ ъ ϣуЯтнгϧЮϜ блϯвϜϽϠм-  

 ̳йвϝгϧкϜ пЯК бзт рϻЮϜ  мϸϝвϒ  / ϹуЃЮϜ йϠ аϝЦ рϻЮϜ ЙϚϜϽЮϜ ЭгЛЮϜ ск

ЮϜ дϜ Ϲϯж  ЩЮϻЮ  ̳йЮ блϧϡϳвм  дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ Ϝϻк ̭ϝЏКϓϠ еуϠм  йзуϠ ϣЦыЛ

 нкм ϣуЊнЋϷЮϒ ев ̭сІ ϝлуТм ̯ϜϹϮ ̳ϣгугϲ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ̭ϝЏКϜ

 ϨϹϳϦ ϹЧТ Ϝϻк сТ ϨϹϳϦϜ дϒ Ϲтϼ̳ϒъм ϝЛугϮ ϝзϧϳЋϠ ϣϳЋϠ аϝгϧкъϜ

: ϣϫЮϝϫЮϜ ϣГЧзЮϜ ̭ϝЏКъϜ ев ϽуϫЫЮϜ йзК-   ыϠ ϝзЮϾъ  йЃуϚϽЮϜ сϦϹуЂ

 ̵ϽК  ИнϮ  ев егϫϦъм сзПϦъ ̭ϜϽгϳЮϜ ϣЧтϼнЮϜ иϻк  ϽУЃЯЮ ϾϜнϮ  ϝзϧЎ

.. ϬϽϳЯЮ  ̯ϜϽуϫЪ 

  Ϝϻк  сТ рϼϜϸъϜ ϾϝлϯЮϜ  бЫϦϸϝуЃЯЮ йлϮнв аыЫЮϜ ЁуϚϽЮϜ ϴъϜ

 мϒ ϸнϮнгЮϜ Ϝϻк  дϝЪ дϜ онЂ ϟтϼϹϧЮϜм пЮϝгЮϜ бКϹЯЮ Ϭϝϧϳт дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ

   ̯ϜϽу϶ϒм ϣϠнЯГгЮϜ  ϢϼϜϹϯЮϜм ϣузкϻЮϝϠ Ϣϼмϸ рϸϕт пϧϲ сϦϝуЂ рϻЮϜ

гϮ ϝззв ϣЋЋϷϧгЮϜ дϝϯЯЮϜ ЭтнгϧЮ ̯ыϡ̳Ђ Ϲϯж пϧϲ дмϹЛϧЃв ̯ϝЛу

 ϜϽЫІм дъϜ ЭЛУж ϝгЪм сЎϝгЮϜ  сТ ϝзЯЛТ ϝгЪ  ϣЪϼϝЇгЯЮ 

 

HON. PATRICK MWALULA  MUCHELEKA 

[ZAMBIA]: Thank you, Madam President.  

Let me also join Hon. Members who have 

congratulated the President on the report that he has 

presented so well. It is very informative and it has 

raised a lot of important issues. There have been a 

number of positive developments from the time that 

President Amadi took over the presidency of the 

PAP. 

However, Madam President, there is still need or 

room to do more. One of the issues that have 

personally concerned me with regard to the affairs 

of the PAP is the issue of how we can invest in good 

corporate governance. Sometimes, it is very clear 

and you see it based on what has been observed and 

the evidence available that we, indeed, need to invest 

a lot of our time in strengthening this institution, 

especially with regard to the separation of functions. 

Sometimes, you are not very sure who is responsible 

for the day-to-day running of the affairs of PAP 

Secretariat. Is it the Bureau? Is it the Clerk? So, you 

see all those areas where there are some kind of 

overlaps and this is where you bring in the aspect of 

good corporate governance and I think this is an area 

which needs to be addressed.  

Madam President, there is also the issue of 

restructuring of the PAP Secretariat. This issue has 

been on the agenda for quite some time, but I am also 

aware that the AU, for instance - and also when we 

look at the Presidentôs report - we do not seem have 

resources for it. Because this situation has been 

going on for a while, most of our staff are currently 

very demoralised. This is a process that seems to be 

going on forever and I think it is time that this matter 

is addressed once and for all without necessarily 

using the process to try and, perhaps, sort out all 

those that may be perceived as wrong doers. I think 

and believe that we will be able to rise to the 

occasion and do what has to be done. 

 Lastly, Mr President, I just want to express my 

disappointment with regard to the manner in which, 

once again, our Heads of State have deferred the 

decision on giving this Parliament the legislative 

powers. This is where we seem to be failing in 

promoting good governance in Africa. The problem 

we have is bringing leaders to account.  If, indeed, 

we are saying that Parliament has a role to play, then, 

we need to give it that space to engage and ensure 

that we play that oversight role on our Heads of 

State. 

I thank you, Madam President.  

 

HON. BETHEL AMADI [PRESIDENT OF THE 

PAN AFRICAN PARLIAMENT]: I thank you, 

Your Excellency.  

Hon. Colleagues, you will agree with me that a lot 

of contributions have been made that are very useful 

and would help enrich the report that we have 

presented. Let me start by apologising for those 

whose committee activities have not been included 

in this report. It is an omission and oversight which 
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we will ensure that my office corrects. Not that many 

committees have carried out activities that are not 

contained here and we will make sure that this does 

not happen again. 

It is a long list of reactions and I will have to find 

where to start from. Let me start from the issue of 

the transformation of our Parliament. Hon. 

Colleagues, we have gone through a long process 

and the protocol as amended is, of course, not the 

same as what we had approved in this Chamber 

initially. What we had approved was that we would 

go for the full legislative powers and that we would 

be given the required authority to carry out what we 

need to carry out in clearly-defined terms but, of 

course, when we went to the validation workshops, 

which took over three years, government experts 

from all over Africa were involved. We had 

workshops here, Ethiopia and various other 

locations. Then a final document was produced 

under the supervision of the AUC. This, for us, was 

a step forward from where we are. Actually, for the 

people of Africa that we represent, it would be a leap 

forward in that our Parliament would now be 

endowed with oversight functions.  

It is clearly defined, like we said yesterday to the 

AUC Deputy Chairperson, that the Budget of the 

AUC and most come to Parliament. So, it is more 

clearly defined in the new amendment that the 

representation of the people of Africa should be 

most of the year. We are all committed in our 

national Parliaments and most of the time you 

cannot find adequate time to concentrate on the work 

of the PAP. So, we have proposed that the 

membership be drawn from member States of 

people who ordinarily would be qualified to be 

Members of their national Parliament, but who will 

cease to be Members of their national Parliament 

when they come to the PAP. The issue of tenure and 

elections will now be defined. All Hon. Members 

will arrive here, serve one tenure of five years at a 

time. This tenure can be renewed once. In that way, 

is they can concentrate on the work ahead of them. 

So, these key amendments have passed the approval 

of the Ministers of Justice and Attorneys-General of 

member States without any reservations. They went 

to the PRC and passed. At the Executive Council, 

they raised issues on two key articles. The first deals 

with Article 8(1a) which primarily deals with our 

legislative powers. This is in relation to the power to 

make or propose draft model laws in areas as 

recommended by the Heads of State and 

Government.  

Hon. Colleagues, draft model laws are just that. It is 

a draft of a model. It is not legislation. They are 

hopeful that those draft model laws will help in the 

harmonisation of legislation across the continent. 

There are key areas which we believe that if the 

integration of our continent, especially our 

economic integration, must be successful, then we 

must begin to harmonise these key areas. These are 

issues concerning free movement of people, goods 

and services. Hon. Colleagues here have been 

talking about passports and the travel documents 

that we are given but if proper legislation is put in 

place for the free movement of Africa citizens within 

our continent, they would have no need to worry 

about those things. Then it becomes possible for us 

to move from one place to another. We talk about 

integration and yet we put visa restrictions on our 

citizens from moving from one part of Africa to 

another. However, citizens of other countries in 

Europe and America come to our countries and are 

issue with visas at the airport. Even when you have 

these AU Diplomatic passports, some member 

States still insist on issuing visas and I have 

encountered it myself on many occasions.  

Some member States still insist that because I am a 

Nigerian, and all Nigerians must be given a visa 

before they are allowed entry, I must also be 

submitted to the process of being issued a visa 

despite the fact that I carry an African Union 

Diplomatic passport. And yet we talk about 

integration. So, I believe that the PAP has a critical 

role to play in a ensuring that the free movement of 

people, goods and services is done on a legislative 

basis to ensure a level playing field, harmonisation 

of our border restrictions and free flow of trade 

across our borders. This is especially so for the small 

traders who are usually women traders doing the 

cross-border trading. They are handicapped because 

there are various restrictions that hamper them from 

moving from one country to another. When you 

think of the fact that our continent, with fifty-four 

countries, is the most fragmented continent on earth 

and the aspect of the difficulties we have with our 

civil service, the customs and all the officers at the 

borders who make it difficult for our people to carry 

out even the legitimate exercise of trying to make a 

living and impose on them difficulties, we believe 

that the time has come for this difficulties to be 

removed by giving legislative functions to the PAP 

to help harmonise some of these standards.    

So, Article 8(2) is simple. It talks about our 

oversight functions. The AUôs resources, even 

though not completely got from member States, a 
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large chunk comes from them. Those member States 

spend taxpayersô money. How do you spend 

taxpayersô money without proper Parliamentary 

oversight? It does not happen anywhere in the world. 

Even when the fear of oversight is based on the usual 

fear that people have of Parliaments across the 

continent at our national levels, we believe that the 

programmes of the AU which are tied to these 

expenses will require some level of input from the 

PAP. These programmes are sometimes carried out 

in member States. So, we are in a good position to 

know how effective, useful and successful these 

programmes are. In the process, we can interrogate 

and make adequate and useful contributions to 

enhance the work of the Union and to show that our 

Union is actually working for the people of Africa. 

So, we believe that the requirements that we have 

asked for in the amendment are not things that 

should require the level of opposition that we have 

received.  We think that part of the opposition is 

based on a lack of adequate explanation and 

information.   

I have had the opportunity, Your Excellencies, to 

speak to many Heads of State and Government on 

this issue and we have realised that, a lot of times, 

they are not properly briefed on what the truth of the 

matter is when the other interests have been put 

before them. I would like to say that we have had 

very useful and fruitful deliberations with all the 

member States we visited. I think that discussions 

between one President of the PAP and Presidents of 

other countries require some level of confidentiality 

which I cannot speak about in this open plenary. Of 

course, I believe that many of our Presidents are 

fully committed and in support of what we are doing. 

I will continue to pressurise them.  However, I would 

like to urge our various national delegations that the 

work is not just for us in the plenary.  The work is 

also for Hon. Members, when they return to their 

various member states to engage the leadership, the 

Speakers of their national Parliaments, Presidents of 

their various countries, the Foreign Affairs 

ministries and delegations made up of Hon. 

Members to push this case forward. We will provide 

you with all the detailed information you require, the 

copies of the protocol and the arguments we have 

put forward. We have developed an ad memoir 

which has all the issues raised in it. I will make these 

documents available to every national delegation 

that can go ahead during these few months to try as 

much as possible to reach out to the leadership to 

make them understand that what we are asking for 

would not in, any way, derogate  from the powers of 

our national Parliaments.  It will not, in any way, 

affect the national sovereignty of member States and 

it will only be a step forward to begin to build, on 

our continent, institutions that are strong enough to 

be able to support the African governance 

architecture and work for the people of Africa.  

 Applause    

I have equally taken note of the suggestions that we 

have additional special delegations made up of 

former Heads of State and many opinion moulders 

in our society across the continent. I think it is a 

beautiful idea but the only problem we have is that 

each of these missions cost us money and we do not 

have enough resources. I would have loved to go to 

so many more countries and visit to negotiate and 

seek support for our protocol. However, we have 

limited resources within which to carry out those 

missions. We are hopeful now that some of our 

partners have indicated interest to support this 

process. However, they have not been able to clearly 

come forward with the support that we believe we 

need. 

Your Excellencies and Hon. Colleagues, we have 

had a lot of comments on the issue of the approved 

structures for the PAP. Let me state, Hon. 

Colleagues, that the situation that we find ourselves 

in is simply a situation that we inherited. From the 

inception of the PAP, there were discussions about 

the approval of a staff structure. The approval 

process went on for many years and it was never 

concluded. Of course, the PAP kept hiring and 

employing staff under different conditions. Some 

were under regular contracts, others were under 

short-term contracts and still others were under fixed 

contracts. Work was going on. Then came the 

Executive Council decision that the PAP must 

subject its structure to the structures committee of 

the PRC for approval.  That process now required 

that we go before them in order to get our structure 

approved. I had to attend a couple of those meetings 

in Addis Ababa to first negotiate. We started 

negotiating and from the proposed structure, we had 

over 100 staff that we wanted.  They kept pushing us 

down, cutting us back until we arrived at about 

seventy-four positions that they approved. 

With that approval, we had hoped that the 

implementation would be very straight forward and 

that we look at our own existing staff because, in 

fact, the final approved structure contained the 

positions of every existing staff member in this 

Parliament. We also made sure that all the positions 

of these existing staff were guaranteed under the 

new approved structure. The vacancies and key 
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areas in which we did not have staff were also 

included.  When we went to some summit, the final 

approval came with conditions and methodologies 

for implementation and that is where our problems 

started. In these conditions and methodologies, they 

insisted that all existing staff of the PAP, even 

though they were employed, would be subjected to 

a new implementation of the structure and would 

need to apply and compete with other African 

citizens in full transparency.  We went back to them 

to say we have a difficult with this because we have 

staff who had contracts that are under the existing 

rules and regulations of the AU.   

Now, you, the AU did send your human resource 

people concerning these interviews.  You have been 

giving them money based on the fact that these are 

regular staff in the budget.  You have also given 

them the various amendments and conditions of 

service.  The AUC that they knew about that but this 

was the decision of Executive Council and so, we 

have to implement it.  

 As far as they were concerned, what you have in our 

institution are people who have been employed and 

have been working but the structure had to come 

first.  This had been done outside the structure.  So, 

we had to come and implement the structure as it had 

been approved.  We came back here and we are 

caught in a difficult situation. There are people with 

contracts that are not expired. We started the process 

where we said for those whose contracts have not 

expired, we would not touch them because that 

could have its own implications.  And even in the 

process of implementing this structure, we had 

several meetings with staff to explain to them our 

predicament and difficulty. Some proposed that we 

disobey the Executive Council. I said I would not be 

the head of an institution that, rather than do the right 

thing and engage, would begin to disobey. We must 

obey the rules as they have been laid down by the 

institution that we belong to.  So, what is required is 

to find how we can manage this process so that it 

will be as permanent as possible and so that it can 

effectively deliver, to us, the Secretariat that we 

desire to work for this Parliament.   

So, we began a process in which we involved them.  

We set up the PSIP Committee made up of members 

of staff. We said this new Structure Implementation 

Committee would sit down and draw guidelines on 

how we would get this thing done.  We got one of 

our partners, JIZ, and because NEPAD, a sister 

institution based in Midrand here had the same 

approval with us on the same day and had the same 

methodologies and conditionalities, but they had 

made more progress than we had because they had 

on their staff only short-term contract staff.  And 

now they had been absorbed into the AUC as a 

division of the commission.  So, they had started 

implementing. So I had a meeting with the CEO, His 

Excellency former Prime Minister Molaki who said 

he was getting the approval of AUC and thought we 

should follow the same process. So, we invited the 

staff and had an audience with them. We discussed 

with them and agreed with them that we should also 

buy into the same process and that is what we did. 

Even the institutional investor that was advising on 

the implementation, and had finished a substantial 

part of his work, was also available to help us. So, 

we started that process and we engaged then and 

they were working with the staff committee to 

develop the modalities of how we would implement 

this structure. Of course, you know, change is 

always difficult and I understand that predicament 

because many of them are foreigners living in South 

Africa with their families under conditions of 

contracts. So, when their contracts are not long 

enough to have difficulties managing some personal 

issues. But there is no progress you can make 

without some or pain or some sacrifice. So, we tried 

to reassure them that PAP process we are doing was 

going to be transparent and above board. We would 

even go a step further and guarantee all those 

members of staff who are qualified and are holding 

positions that they would be short listed for whatever 

position they are holding. There would be automatic 

pre-short list for all those who are holding any 

position. It would be automatic for them to be short 

listed for those positions.  

Now we also made a provision for internal 

applications from members of staff who wanted to 

apply for positions within the system. I was 

convinced that if we brought somebody to compete 

with me today for the presidency of the PAP and we 

go for an interview - he is from outside, he has not 

been here and if he beats me, then I should go home 

because I believe that I have learnt the job long 

enough. I have been here long enough to be able to 

give a good account of myself if I have to compete 

with anybody. We are convinced that we will do 

whatever we can to support the process to make it as 

painless as possible but the difficulties are that if we 

want do a transparent process that would be one or 

two casualties. There are people in certain positions 

who do not even have the required academic 

qualifications required for their position by the AU 

standards. So, how do you deal with that kind of 

situation if you want to be transparent? Of course, 

there are also regulations about distribution. There 
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must be geographical balance. This is an African 

institution and so let us have staff from all over 

Africa. There is no reason why one state or region 

should have much more than others.  

Applause  

So, that is part of what we were asked to do and we 

do not think there is anything wrong with it. There 

must be that balance and spread to ensure that every 

African nation has an opportunity to bring its 

citizens to work in our Parliament and contribute. 

Those are the issues that we are dealing with, but I 

want to promise you Honourable Colleagues, that 

we are convinced that we must remain transparent, 

fair, just and above board in our decision-making 

processes. So far, because of financial constraints, 

we are looking at the top five positions which they 

have now started processing. The posts will be 

available for us, this week, to begin the process of 

interviewing for these positions. As I have already 

stated before, because we are a political institution, 

I am going to invite not just the AUC and other 

relevant bodies be part of the panel, but the 

Chairpersons of the five regional caucuses will join 

the Bureau in making these decisions collectively on 

your behalf. 

We are now in the process of arranging for those 

interviews in November and I hope that by 

December, we should be finished. The Chair raised 

an issue. We, as the Bureau, cannot take a decision 

on something that is clear in our rules of procedure. 

It says that the plenary must approve the 

appointment of the Clerk and Deputy Clerk. So, the 

plenary will have to approve the appointment of the 

Clerk and Deputy Clerk. There is nothing we can do 

about it. They have to wait for the plenary to approve 

it. I would never, with my twenty-seven years as a 

lawyer, stand and break the rules of our institution. 

There would be something wrong in that kind of 

process. So, we will bring it before the appropriate 

authority to take the appropriate decision and we 

move forward with it. 

Hon. Colleagues, we also have this issue of the rest 

of the staff. We, at the Bureau, have continued to try 

to manage the process. These whose interviews have 

not fallen into first five, hopefully, by next year we 

will get enough resources to fund them. We will 

continue and we agreed in our last Bureau meeting 

to further extend. An issue was raised about 

extension and employment. I think you read the 

rules properly, it says that we must approve the 

appointment. What we have done is an extension 

and I think an extension is within the rights of the 

Bureau to extend an existing appointment. I cannot 

expect that each time we want to extend an 

appointment of somebody who has already been 

appointed by this Bureau and who has gone through 

the necessary staff assessment processes, we need to 

come back to enable the Bureau to give a six-month 

extension to an existing contract. I think we are still 

within the rules. We have looked at it and we have 

extended all the staff whose positions may not be 

interviewed fully to April, to give them enough time 

to participate in the process. so that about the time 

we come here in May, we will, hopefully, if 

adequate funds are available, completed this 

process. It is not our making that it is a painful 

process but we have to deal with it. 

I want to promise like I have done all the time that 

we will do it in full transparency, with clarity and we 

are always available to explain to the individual 

Members of Parliament whose constituents would 

have approached you, please feel free to come to my 

office any time. I have had an opportunity to discuss 

with many regional delegations. We will explain to 

you where we are and why and we look forward to 

your continued support and co-operation to ensure 

that this Parliament is endowed with the level of 

Secretariat that we require.  

Hon. Colleagues, another issue that has been raised 

by many who have spoken is the issue of the election 

observation missions. This is a very important role 

for our Parliament. Hon. Members will recall that 

historically the PAP used to send independent 

election observation missions to member States. We 

had a budget line for election observation. Following 

one particular election observation mission, we 

issued a report that was different from the reports of 

the Union. The politics of election observation came 

to the fore and the PAP was now by Executive 

Council decision requested to be part and parcel of 

the AU election observation missions. In that way, 

we were no longer allowed to hold our own 

independent election observation missions.  

To enforce further, the budget line for election 

observation by the PAP was cancelled. So, we did 

not even have the resources to carry out election 

observation missions even if we wanted to. Of 

course, you know that the danger that we would be 

there if we took donor funds to go on election 

observation missions, a lot of political interpretation 

would be put into it. So, it is not an option available 

to us. Yes, we are going and the conditions that we 

have found ourselves in are bad. I have had the 

opportunity to negotiate with former Commissioner 

for Political Affairs and we put on the table all our 
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concerns, starting from the leadership of the election 

observation missions. Now we have agreed that we 

will have 40 per cent of the delegation to be made 

up of Pan African Parliamentarians. That is being 

implemented but the only problem with it is that we 

never have enough people. Some Members are ready 

and available to attend every election observation 

mission because, sometimes, you get the notice very 

late. Sometimes, they also have administrative 

problems in managing the tickets and flights.  

So, we agreed in principle in our first negations that 

the 40 per cent of that delegation would come from 

the PAP.  We also demanded that the deputy leader 

be from the PAP. In fact, my first demand was that 

the leadership should be alternated between the PAP 

and AU. So, we would have a PAP Member leading 

one mission and then the next one can be taken by 

somebody else from the AU. However, they 

explained to us that election observation missions 

are not necessarily just meant to look at elections 

only. Sometimes, they involve some peace building 

efforts. Sometimes, they involve some level of 

negotiations and that they had decided that the 

former Heads of State would be in a better position 

to be involved in some of these processes especially 

in the build-up to some of these elections in troubled 

areas.  

We said that was fine because we respect our former 

Heads of State and we would work under them. We 

would be happy to be part of this process. Then we 

demanded the deputy leader position, the creation of 

a deputy leader position for our delegation so that we 

can be part and parcel of the decision-making 

process and they said they would look into it at our 

next meeting. So, we had a list of demands about air 

tickets and class of travel. I told them that MPs in 

my country travel business class and that the same 

applies to most member States. We cannot be given 

tickets in economy class while some senior staff of 

the Union would go in business class.  

So, we had that argument and back and forth and 

they said those were the rules but we told them that 

the financial regulations that we had seen and gone 

through have no provisions for Members of 

Parliament. They are not considered in those 

regulations. In fact, they said the process is on now 

and I insisted that these be amended and there is a 

meeting in December to make our inputs on the new 

amendment to the financial rules which we believe 

should capture the true status of Members of 

Parliament. We are elected by our various 

constituencies to represent them and we cannot take 

any treatment that is less. 

Applause 

So, that process is on. We are hopeful that when it is 

concluded and the rules recognise us for who we are, 

who we should be recognised as, those issues will be 

dealt with and we are still hoping to have a meeting 

before the end of the year with the new Political 

Affairs Commissioner. She has confirmed. I have 

requested for the dates but because of the nature of 

this session, we decided to do it after the session to 

engage the Political Affairs Commission which is in 

charge of election observation to ensure that the 

respect and role that must be given to Members of 

Parliament in election observation is actually given 

to us. Our inputs in these processes can help build 

good Parliamentary democracy on our continent. 

Our role, therefore, cannot be over emphasised and 

I believe that. Hon. Members, I urge you to, please, 

continue to work for our continent. Sometimes, you 

will have to work in difficult conditions but we have 

a commitment to the people of Africa. We have a 

commitment to serve our continent because the 

current state of affairs on our continent requires that 

we, as leaders, go the extra mile to make our 

contribution to ensure that our people are brought 

out of the current status of wallowing in poverty, 

hunger, disease, illiteracy and bad governance.   

Hon. Colleagues, I have also noted the issue of our 

audit reports. You will agree with me that, years ago, 

we had issues with the financial rules and 

regulations and their implementation in our 

Parliament and I must pay tribute to the immediate 

past President of this Parliament, Honourable Dr 

Idriss Ndele who went the extra mile to ensure that 

we are, first and foremost, above board before we 

can point fingers at others. I took a way and 

cancelled all benefits for Bureau members that were 

not approved in the AU rules because they do not 

even recognise the Bureau. So, as Vice Presidents 

under him, we never received any allowances 

whatsoever unless we came for a Bureau meeting 

and we were paid for per diem and hotel. When we 

went for official assignments we got the same per 

diem as the staff who were escorting us on the 

mission. We got the same. We were not even 

allowed to have any expenditure that was not 

according to the rules and was defined by the 

accounts people. When I say expenditure I mean 

something as simple as when you go to visit the 

Republic to Togo, and they send you security, 

protocol and all the things that they are deserving of 

the office of the President of the PAP. When leaving, 

you cannot even, within the rules, at last give even a 

US$100 to say thank you. So, you would end up 
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doing it from your own resources because you 

cannot account for it. There is no permission for its 

use. So we kept up that process and any process that 

we have a difficulty in was in the capacity of some 

of our finance departments and so over the last few 

years we have enhanced our capacity by hiring 

short-term staff funded by the EC programme to 

strengthen that department and that is why my 

honourable colleague who spoke earlier has 

mentioned that they were looking for the reports of 

expenditure before the 2013 Budget and they could 

not get it. But, today, we get quarterly reports of 

expenditure which is a major improvement on our 

accounting processes.  

Applause 

We have been able to move some of these problems 

with the audit for where they were to where they 

should be. Of course, you know audits are. Some are 

still in green. You know, audits reports of 2010/ 

2011 recommended one or two things to be 

implemented. Some we can implement because we 

have resources to do so now. Others we cannot 

implement because we do not have the resources. 

Once in a while, we still have some red flags being 

raised by some auditors who have come. But there is 

no institution that ever has a perfect audit. My belief 

and faith is that we have consistently continued to 

push for transparency and accountability from our 

Secretariat. We have had to put in place enough 

capacity to support the work they do. We are trying 

as much as possible to ensure that the rules for 

procurement and accounting are followed.  

However, like I said we still have some lingering 

audit queries from, maybe from five or six years ago. 

We had some people who were asked to refund some 

money. Some have left and that money has not been 

refunded. You know some of these things exist, but 

we are working on them to ensure that we clean up 

and be ready to have a clean slate. Luckily, the 

progress we have made so far has helped us. to have 

recent audits that no longer see the PAP as an 

institution that is non-compliant. We have reached 

the stage where we can now have audits reports that 

show that a lot of progress has been made. However, 

that does not mean that it is uhuru. It does not mean 

that we have reached independence. We still have 

slight problems here and there such as late responses 

to audit queries by the Secretariat. These are issues 

we are working on and we are hopeful that we will 

overcome each and every one of them to be an 

institution that we can all be proud of. 

Hon. Members, we also have the issues of 

translation of documents and difficulties, 

sometimes, because some of the documents come a 

bit late and the translators do not have enough time. 

I know it is a specialised business. The translators 

need time to go through and be to translate properly. 

When they rush it we notice mistakes especially in 

some of these slightly more technical languages and 

translations. We do have those difficulties. My 

appeal is to, please, bear with us we will continue to 

work on it, but we also urge that the documents that 

are for translation should come on time to enable the 

translators to do effective work. There are some 

documents such as, for example, the Agenda 2063 

document of the AU, which was done in only two 

languages by the Union, that is English and French. 

We are convinced that if we try to translate it they 

would not be taking ownership of the document and 

we will be liable in any misinterpretation of any of 

those issues in that document and that is why we 

were unable to provide it in other languages, prior to 

the deliberation yesterday. We considered it but we 

felt that to translate a document like that from the 

AU which they had done in only two languages to 

further take it to other languages, we might lose the 

meaning of some of the words or the intent of some 

of the issues. So, we have that slight difficulty and 

we apologise to our colleagues who felt that they did 

not have it in the language they best needed it in. 

Hon. Colleagues we have also heard mention about 

the Wi-Fi and technology. You know, we have a host 

contract agreement based on which the South 

African government provides certain facilities for 

the PAP. I know these facilities were provided when 

we started nine years ago and today that host 

contract agreement has expired. It expired a few 

years ago. We are working on a meeting with the 

Department of International Relations and Co-

operation who handle it on behalf of the Republic of 

South Africa. I have had an audience with the 

President of the Republic on the issue and he has 

given some directives. We are working in committee 

format to look at the key areas of the host contract 

agreement.  

However, we also have a small technicality. The 

host contract agreement is between the AUC and the 

Republic of South Africa. So, we are also working 

with the African Union Commission to ensure that, 

as the owners of the host contract agreement, they 

deal with these matters. I discussed here today with 

the Deputy Chairperson of the Commission and I am 

hopeful that progress can be made on the issue of the 

permanent site so that as we approach our tenth 
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anniversary it would be nice for us to be know that 

we are moving forward with all the issues. So on the 

issue of WI-FI and all the other IT support which is 

part of what the South African government provides 

for us we have had a problem because most of the 

equipment has become obsolete over time.  You 

know how quickly these mobile phones and 

technologies change every day. So there have been 

changes and modernisation. Some of the equipment 

we have is not as updated as it should be. They have 

their procurement processes and they have to follow 

a due process to come to that. We are hopeful that 

this will be handled and, of course, you know that IT 

infrastructure means that all our information is in it. 

So, there is security also to be taken into 

consideration. We are working to ensure that these 

things are done to the best interests of all concerned.  

Hon. Members we also have mentioned the issue of 

the trust fund.  The trust fund is a bit of a concept 

but, of course, most of you who have institutional 

memory will know that it also became a problem for 

our Parliament, especially in the utilisation of the 

resources in the trust fund. When I was elected Vice 

President under President Ndele, it was one of the 

major problems we had. We saw that the accounting 

for the trust fund should be presented to the new 

Bureau. We asked for documents but we did not get 

them. The Accounts Department told us that they did 

not know anything about the utilisation of the trust 

fund and that the trustees managed the fund. So, 

there were no records within our Accounts 

Department as to funds that were contained in the 

trust fund.  

We started the process of set up a committee to look 

it into it. We approached Nedbank the bankers of the 

trust fund. The President went to them asking to 

them to freeze the trust fund account pending when 

the conclusion the process, but Nedbank refused. 

They said the President was not a signatory to the 

account and that, at such, they could not take 

instructions from him. We had a lot of difficulties. 

In the end, we worked with various institutions. We 

wrote to the AU. We wrote to member States where 

the trustees came from, demanding that they come 

and account for the utilisation of the trust fund. We 

are at the point where we have asked the Nedbank to 

call for a meeting but they have kept changing the 

dates of the meeting. While we are here, during this 

session, we are hopeful that the Bureau will have an 

opportunity to meet with them to give us additional 

information and an update but I would like to say 

that from what we have received, so far, there is no 

money left in our trust fund. It was expended before 

Idriss became President. We should also now be able 

to give you a write-up on that. I think we will make 

it available in the next report clearly so that you can 

see where we are. However, as an institution, 

because of our improvement in our accounting and 

transparency we are getting more donors who are 

interested in working with us and that is a good sign.  

Applause  

I do not know if we will go back to the regime of the 

trust fund. I think that we will deal directly with our 

development partners on a case by case basis. I think 

it is better at this point to make sure that we do not 

put ourselves in a situation where we appoint 

eminent citizens to look after collective resources 

and then end up not getting the level of transparency 

that we expected from them.  

Hon. Members, another issue that has been put 

forward is the issue of the medical cover for 

Honourable Members of Parliament. And I want to 

promise you that breast cancer, cervical cancer, 

prostate cancer and all the possible ailments of old 

age will be covered under this but, of course, we 

have made a provision with the Discovery Health 

Fund people to come and brief us so that we can 

clearly understand what is covered. You know it is a 

bit technical. They give you something with the left 

hand and take it away with the right hand.  So we 

need to hear from them. We have made 

arrangements for them to come and brief this 

Parliament with details. You can ask all the 

questions you want to ask. I am not an expert in that 

area, but what we know is that the cover will be for 

South Africa. It will be an all year round cover and 

will not be dependent on our sessions. It is an all year 

one cover in South Africa for Members of 

Parliament. It will include health checks to ensure 

that we go for regular medical check-ups and they 

will come with the details this afternoon. We will 

give then a few minutes of our time to explain to us 

the details. We think that it is important that we all 

sign on to this programme and it would help to 

ensure that the health of those who work should  be 

protected as we always say health is wealth We look 

forward to them coming to brief us and to members 

utilising this facility, that would help many of us 

who are aging. 

So, Hon. Colleagues, I think that I have attended to 

is almost all the issues raised unless I have omitted 

something that... 
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HON. MEMBER: interjected. 

HON. BETHEL AMADI [PRESIDENT OF THE 

PAN AFRICAN PARLIAMENT]: Well 

somebody has proposed that we look at the 

ECOWAS Parliamentôs way of doing things. While 

that would be a wonderful idea according to our 

protocol, it clearly states that member States should 

be responsible for the attendance of Members to 

PAP sessions where the national Parliament is 

responsible for Membersô attendance. Their own 

protocol is different but you know that ECOWAS is 

the richest regional body that has its own resources. 

They take their money from source. Three per cent 

of all customs duties paid in West African countries 

goes to ECOWAS directly. So, they have a direct 

source of funding. They are even richer then the 

African Union, as of today. They have their source 

of funding. Unless you find alternative source of 

funding for our Union, it will be very difficult   

and I know proposal came from many that funds 

should taken from tax on telecommunications or 

tourism and different countries blocked the 

suggestions different... the tourism countries, they 

said no, no, we do not want tourism.  

From what I heard, the Chairperson of the panel that 

was tasked with coming up with alternative sources 

of funding, former President Obasanjo, told Heads 

of States that, ñWell you are now in charge. I do not 

know how you want to do it, but the problem is yours 

and you must fund this Union. I do not know how 

you want to swim without getting wet. If anybody 

wants to swim in a pool they should be ready to get 

wet. We need to make those sacrifices to fund the 

activities of our Union.ò  Until that is done, we still 

have a situation where most of the Members will 

have to be sponsored by the member States.  

So, Hon. Colleagues, I think I have not captured 

everything but I have tried the best I can within 

limited time. If I have left out anything, I am 

available in the office to attend to all members who 

have issues to raise. 

 I thank you and God bless you all. 

Applause 

 

THE SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT: Muchas 

gracias. 

En nombre de todos vosotros le doy las gracias al 

señor Presidente por sus excelentes aclaraciones, y 

os pido la adopción de este informe de actividades 

del Parlamento Pan Africano. 

Adoptado. 

Hon.  Members, before we go into the Second Order 

of Business, may I, on your approval, suspend sitting 

to enable the Discovery Medical Insurance team to 

come and brief us as, in accordance with Rule 31 of 

our Rules of Procedure, we cannot do it in plenary. 

If you so approve, we will now suspend business and 

allow for the presentation by the Discovery Medical 

Insurance on the MPsô health cover. 

 

REPORT OF THE  PAN-AFRICAN 

PARLIAMENT  

 

Third Session of the Third Parliament 

_________ 

 

Thursday, 24 October, 2013 

 

The House met at 09.16 am 

 

[The President in the Chair] 

 

A Moment of Silence for Prayers or Meditation 

was observed 

__________ 

 

THE PRESIDENT: Please, be seated. 

Hon. Members, in accordance with Rule 9 of the 

Rules of Procedure, we shall now swear-in new 

Members. 

The following Hon. Members took the Oath of 

Solemn Declaration, signed it and took their seats: 

 

1) Hon. Chen Chenhamo. C. 

Chimutengwende - [Zimbabwe] 

  

2) Hon. Priscah Mupfumira ï [Zimbabwe] 
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3) Hon. Tapiwa Mashakada ï [Zimbabwe] 

 

 

THE PRESIDENT : Hon. Members, I shall now 

call on the Clerk to read the Notice of the Motion. 

 

THE CLERK: Motion to pay tribute to the late 

former President of the Pan African Parliament, His 

Excellency Hon. Dr Idriss Ndele Moussa. 

 

THE PRESIDENT: May I now call upon the Hon. 

Cecilia Atim-Ogwal to move the Motion.  

Thank you, Mr President.  

 

HON. CECILIA ATIM -OGWAL  [UGANDA]: 

Mr President, I am moving this Motion in 

accordance with Rule 60 of the Rules of Procedure 

of the Pan African Parliament (PAP) to pay tribute 

to Hon. Dr Idriss Ndele Moussa in appreciation of 

the contributions he made as a Member of PAP and 

subsequently, as President of the Second PAP. 

Mr President, can I go ahead to read the entire 

document? 

 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, you may. 

HON. CECILIA ATIM -OGWAL: Mr President, 

cognisant of the contribution made by His 

Excellency Ndele in steering PAP during the time of 

its infancy, 

Noting the role he played in lobbying Heads of State 

and Government to transform PAP into a legislature, 

Further noting that His Excellency Ndele led by 

example and left no record implicating him in any 

corruption or abuse of office, 

Appreciating that as a person, he was a peace-maker 

and made his office accessible to any Member of 

Parliament for consultation, 

Recognising that his humility challenged Members 

and set a good example to be emulated by leaders 

after him, 

Applause 

PAP hereby resolves to pay tribute to late former 

President of PAP His Excellency Dr Idriss Ndele 

Moussa who died in a car accident on 19th May, 2013 

and expresses its appreciation for the mature and 

skillful manner he steered the Second Parliament.  

Mr President, I beg to move. 

MR PRESDENT: I invite Honourable Saleh 

Kebzabo to second the Motion. 

 

HON. SALEH KEBZABO [TCHAD]  : Je vous 

remercie, Monsieur le Président. 

Je ne sais pas si le Règlement le permet, Monsieur le 

Président.  

Initialement, cô®tait le Premier Vice-président, 

lôHonorable NKODO qui devait appuyer la motion. 

Mais compte tenu du fait que, pour des raisons de 

sant®, il ®tait hospitalis®, lôHonorable CECILIA môa 

demandé si je pouvais le remplacer. 

Jôai r®pondu oui ! Je suis disposé à le faire ! Mais 

comme notre collègue est là, est-ce que je peux lui 

remettre cette responsabilité, Monsieur le 

Président ? 

 

MR PRESIDENT : Okay, you want somebody else 

to do it? You want the Vice-President? 

 

HON. SALEH KEBZABO: Yes, thank you. 

 

MR PRESIDENT: Your Excellency, you have the 

Floor. 

 

HON. NKODO DANG ROGER [PREMIER 

VICE -PRÉSIDENT] : 

Excellence Monsieur le Président,  

Je voudrais dôabord pr®senter toutes mes excuses ¨ 

la Chambre enti¯re pour mon indisponibilit® dôhier, 

pour des raisons de santé. Toutefois, jô®tais avec la 

Chambre pour toutes les décisions qui ont été prises. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Chers collègues,  

Concernant la motion, je ne voudrais plus môattarder 

sur ce que la collègue a dit, mais je voudrais quand 

même faire remarquer que lorsque nous sommes ici, 
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nous avons un employeur qui est le PAP, car nous 

venons tous de nos États respectifs. 

Le Président Idriss a été enterré avec les honneurs 

dus à sa nation. Il est quand même tout à fait normal 

que le PAP où il avait servi, puisse lui accorder les 

mêmes honneurs ou bien les mêmes attentions.  

Jôirais m°me un peu plus loin en disant que, pour 

tous ceux de nos députés qui sont morts, ils devraient 

mériter la reconnaissance du Parlement panafricain, 

®tant entendu quôils ont deux employeurs. 

Jôappuie donc profond®ment, et de tout cîur, la 

motion soulev®e par lôHonorable C®cilia. 

Je vous remercie. 

 

THE PRESIDENT:  Hon. Members, the question 

before the House is the Motion by Hon. Cecilia 

Atim-Ogwal that cognisant of the contribution made 

by His Excellency Ndele in steering PAP during the 

time of its infancy; 

Noting the role he played in lobbying Heads of State 

and Government to transform PAP into a legislature; 

Further noting that His Excellency Ndele led by 

example and left no record implicating him in any 

corruption or abuse of office; 

Appreciating that as a person, he was a peace-maker 

and made his office accessible to any Member of 

Parliament for consultation, 

Recognising that his humility challenged Members 

and set a good example to be emulated by leaders 

after him; 

PAP hereby resolves to pay tribute to late former 

President of PAP His Excellency Dr Idriss Ndele 

Moussa who died in a car accident on 19th May, 2013 

and expresses its appreciation for the mature and 

skillful manner he steered the Second Parliament.  

 Honourable Members in accordance with the 

provision of Rule 66 (1), debate on the Motion may 

not exceed one hour. I have a list of about 17 

speakers and I will, therefore, allow three minutes 

per speaker.  

 

HON. MEMBER:  Mr President I thought once the 

Motion has been accepted I could have one or two 

minutes to speak on the Motion. 

 

THE PRESIDENT:  You will be allowed to speak. 

Let me call upon the Hon. Cecilia Atim-Ogwal.  

 

HON. CECILIA ATIM -OGWAL [UGANDA ]: 

Mr President, I felt obliged to move this Motion to 

pay tribute to our dear friend and leader who passed 

on soon after participating actively in the 

deliberations of the Second Session of the 3rd 

Parliament.  

Your Excellency, you recall that there was a divine 

arrangement for the late Ndele to come to your office 

and I was fortunate enough to be in your office on 

that day when you had a three-minute meeting with 

him. I believe you also felt blessed to have the last 

handshake with him and I also felt blessed to have 

the last handshake with him.  

Mr President, I want to quote from Albert Pike who 

said, ñWhat we have done for ourselves alone dies 

with us, but what we have done for others in the 

world remains and is immortalò. Indeed, Mr 

President, the support Dr Idriss Ndele gave to 

ECOWAS and restoring constitutional order and 

integrity in Mali and Guinea Bissau will remain a 

permanent evidence of Dr Idrissô contribution to this 

world.  

Mr President, Dr. Idriss moved a Motion on the 9th 

day of October, 2012, to congratulate Uganda for 

having achieved fifty years since its Independence, 

and what he said about Uganda moved us. It is a 

permanent memory in the minds and hearts of all the 

Ugandans.  

Dr Idriss was a true African son. He was humble and 

respected the rights of women and children, and 

made tangible contributions towards maternal and 

child health. This was the man who, after handing 

over the mantle of leadership to you, Mr President, 

Bethel Amadi, humbly took his seat as an ordinary 

Member; never demanding any special treatment. 

This was a true son of Africa. This was our dear 

brother and we miss him. 

 I thank you, Mr President.  

 

HON. ANDRÉ OBAMI -ITOU [CONGO]  : 

Merci, Honorable Président. 

Honorables Députés, 

Chers Collègues,  

Au moment où nous engageons un débat sur la 

mémoire de notre frère, notre ami, notre collègue, le 
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Dr Idriss Ndele Moussa, deuxième Président du 

Parlement panafricain, qui a trouvé la mort dans un 

accident de la circulation, jôaimerais exprimer, ici, 

toute mon émotion en évoquant sa mémoire. 

En effet, le Président Idriss NDELE, était de 

nationalité tchadienne mais ressortissant de 

lôAfrique centrale. Apr¯s chaque session ici, 

Honorable Président, notre frère prenait un peu de 

son temps pour séjourner à Brazzaville, la capitale 

de mon pays, le Congo. Nous étions souvent 

ensemble, oubliant toutes les contraintes que nous 

imposent la session, et dôautres choses qui vous 

procurent le stress et nous nous comportions en 

simples citoyens congolais ou brazzavillois. Il était 

très simple, humble. Il ne demandait rien. Il avait 

toujours un sourire. Il connaissait beaucoup de 

brazzavillois, je peux dire plus que moi-même, 

citoyen de cette ville.   

Idriss NDELE, son humilit® sôest manifest®e ici, 

même, parce que membre fondateur de cette 

Institution quôest le PAP, apr¯s quôil ait quitté son 

mandat, quôil avait fini son mandat de trois ans. Il a 

rejoint notre Commission Permanente de la 

Coopération, des relations internationales et de 

Règlement des Conflits sans chercher une place 

dôhonneur. Mais la Commission malgr® son refus, 

lui a fait une place dôhonneur au pr®sidium, c'est-à-

dire [Temps de parole épuisé].      

 

HON. AHAMAT TAHIR AHAMAT [TCHAD]  : 

Merci, Monsieur le Président.  

Je remercie dôabord lôHonorable CECILIA pour 

avoir pensé à proposer cette motion.  

Mes remerciements vont également à vous, 

Monsieur le Président, au Vice-président du PAP, 

ainsi que toutes les délégations qui ont eu à assister 

aux obsèques officielles du défunt.  

Le Dr Moussa YAYAMI ®tait pour moi un p¯re. Jôai 

appris beaucoup de lui. Il est certes parti, Monsieur 

le Président, mais il demeure toujours en nous.  

Côest avec beaucoup dô®motion que je prends la 

parole aujourdôhui. 

Je vous remercie. 

 

HON. CHIEF FORTUNE CHARUMBIRA  

[ZIMBABWE]: Thank you, Mr President. 

Mr President, I also wish to associate myself with 

this Motion. I worked with the late Dr Idriss Ndele 

Moussa here at the PAP and I want to confirm the 

high complimentary remarks made by the previous 

speakers which include the fact that Dr Ndele was 

an accessible and honest leader. He was a man of 

high integrity who brought financial sanity to the 

PAP. It is critical, Mr President, that we emphasise 

the issue of financial sanity because Hon. Members 

of this House are known for making very loud 

pronouncements about good governance and calling 

on other leaders that they should be leaders that rule 

according to the law.  

We are all aware that it is Dr Idriss Ndele who 

introduced the committee of CAFE whose sole 

intention was to ensure good governance at the PAP. 

As you are aware CAFE in that area did a 

commendable job and you reported, on Monday, Mr 

President, that the auditors have since been issuing 

very good reports about financial management or 

administration at the PAP. Much of that credit 

should go to the late Dr Idriss Ndele and I salute him 

and want him to rest in peace.  

Thank you very much. 

 

HON. JOYCE MUSU FREEMAN SUMO 

[LIBERIA]: Thank you, Mr President. 

I would like to pay a special tribute on behalf of all 

Liberians.  

The late former President of the PAP was a nice 

man. I will let you know a secret today. I remember 

when we were planning to elect Madam Mongela at 

the Town Lodge where we were staying with 

Kenyan Members. 

The Kenyan Clerk, at that time, was being 

pressurised to resign. We organised a group to go 

and plead with Madam Mongela let him finish his 

term. She refused. 

We went back to our hotel and said; ñWell, we have 

spoken to her and she has refused. What can we do 

now? Let us make sure she is not elected.ò We asked 

ourselves who to elect next. Somebody suggested 

that we elect Hon. Idriss Ndele because he was the 

quietest in our group. We then elected him.  

Since then I have known him to be a nice man and 

very responsive to the talks we shared with him. It 

was so saddening when I heard that he was dead.  So, 

on behalf of my country, I would like to, first of all, 

send my heartfelt condolences to his family and to 
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all of us and to let you know that we are very touched 

by his death but the Lord knows everything. 

Thank you very much.    

 

HON. ONYANGO KAKOBA [UGANDA]: I 

thank you, Mr President. 

I would like to add my voice to those of my 

colleagues who have paid tribute to the late Hon. 

Idriss. I want to point out that he was an upright and 

transparent leader.  

Mr President, I joined the PAP in October, 2011. 

During the period that we were here together, I never 

heard anything negative about him. He was a very 

humble, simple and friendly person. During the 

session just before he died, I remember us meeting 

at some restaurant. After I had my lunch, he told me 

not to bother to pay because in his culture the one 

who comes last is the one who pays. It was not the 

lunch offer that mattered but the humble and friendly 

manner in which he did it. 

Mr President, it is very unfortunate that we have lost 

him. At times it defeats my understanding why good 

people usually die earlier and the bad ones last for a 

long time. 

Laughter 

It defeats my understanding. However, we take 

solace in the fact that it is the Lord who gives and 

takes away. This reminds me of a story of a gardener 

who had a very beautiful flower in the garden. He 

wanted this flower very much but at one time, his 

master came and said that he wanted to take the 

flower and cut it. The gardener was left with nothing. 

I believe we loved Hon. Idriss but the Lord also 

loved him and has taken him away. May his soul rest 

in eternal peace. 

I thank you. 

 

HON. JULIANA KANTENGWA [RWANDA]: 

Thank you, Mr President for recognising me.   

Mr President, I also wish to associate myself with 

the Motion of paying tribute to our late brother, 

colleague and former President Idriss Ndele.  Dr 

Ndele inherited a divided House. To those of us who 

were here, who saw it, it had the potential to 

degenerate into a chaotic Chamber characterised by 

factions of the winners and losers. However, his 

meekness and humility captivated and charmed even 

the most critical to the point that within less than one 

year, he had succeeded to be the befitting consensus 

man at the helm of this august body.  He inherited a 

divided House and passed over a united House.  That 

is the legacy that I, as one of the founder Members 

of this House, remember and credit him for. I pray 

that God Almighty listens to our tribute and may I 

also take this opportunity, Mr President, with your 

permission, to pay tribute to our other departed 

colleagues, late Hon. Abducadeni of Djibouti and 

late Hon. Matsitsi from Botswana.  May their souls 

rest in eternal peace.   

I thank you, Mr. President.  

 

HON. PARAMOUNT CHIEF BAI KURR 

KANAGBARO [SIERRA LEONE]: Thank you, 

Mr President, for giving me the Floor.   

I will say on behalf of my country and my senior 

Members of our delegation, that we pay great tribute 

to this gentleman. Like previous speakers have said, 

he showed humility. Some of us listen to the Pastor 

say ñWhen you humble yourself, you shall be 

exalted.ò  That was what happened with our late 

colleague.  He was reachable, simple, humble, a 

good listener and a good mixer.  He did not put 

himself above anybody but mixed and participated 

with everybody around him.  We miss him so much 

and when I learnt about his death yesterday, I felt 

very terrible in my heart and I even thought about 

why we should all be worried about events when we 

donôt last in this world. 

Sir, in my humble contribution, I would suggest and 

I know the Bureau will do something to reflect to the 

home, family and country of our late former 

President for us to send a delegation to witness his 

burial.  I think it would be well accepted by his 

family and country to see a good delegation from the 

PAP to reflect our sympathy and empathy.  I, 

therefore, ask that God puts him in his rightful place 

in Heaven and blesses his family, country and the 

PAP.  I know he will want to see a successful 

legislative PAP even in his eternal life.   

I thank you, Mr. President.   

 

HON. SUAD AL-FATIH AL BADAWI 

[SUDAN]: Thank you very much Mr President. 

There is a saying that the good die young. Dr Ndele 

was a man of clean hands and a rich heart. He was a 

leader who left behind him a wealth of values and 

good attitude. I remember when I first told him about 

a project we were undertaking, his instant reaction 
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was that of full support. He even came over to 

Khartoum to discuss the project with the Minister of 

Health and insisted on forming a steering committee 

from the PAP, the National Assembly of the Sudan, 

the Ministry of Health and the NGOs to ensure the 

continuity of the programme. 

Mr President, I consider Mr Moussa a son, a brother, 

a friend and one of the pillars of development.   

Thank you.  

Applause  

 

HON. JEANE DôARC NYINAWASE 

[RWANDA]  : Merci, Monsieur le Président.  

Je voudrais appuyer lôHonorable CECILIA. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Je saisis cette opportunité pour présenter mes 

sinc¯res condol®ances, et suis de tout cîur avec 

vous dans cette douloureuse ®preuve. Je môassocie ¨ 

votre peine dans cette douloureuse circonstance. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Pour moi, je conviens quôIdriss Ndele nôa pas quitt® 

ce monde. Au contraire, je pense bien quôil est 

toujours là, en tant que modèle du Parlement 

panafricain. 

Il est difficile de trouver les mots justes à un frère 

aimé, adoré qui nous a quitté subitement, mais 

jôapprends quôil est parti pour bien nous accueillir 

les jours à venir. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Pour ceux qui croient en Dieu, il y a toujours un 

commencement et une fin. 

Toutes mes condoléances au Parlement panafricain 

et à la famille de lôHonorable Moussa Idriss Ndele. 

Il restera toujours le modèle. 

Chez nous, il y a un proverbe qui dit « quôun homme 

fort ne meurt pas, il se repose ». 

Merci. 

 

HON. MEAR ALI SIRRO [ETHIOPIA]:  

̪̪̪ ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ ϜϽЫІ 

ϸϜ ϼнϧЪϹЮϜ ан̮ϲϽгЮϜ ϴфϜ еК ϨϹϳϧж ϝгзуϲ  сЮϸϜ пЯК пЂнв Ётϼ

 ϸϽУЪ ̯ϝЧтϹЊ сЮ ϣϡЃзЮϝϠ м ϟуϡϳЮϜ ϝзЧтϹЊ дϝЪм ЙугϯЮϒ ХтϹЊ дϝ̮Ъ

 ϢϹϲнЮϜ ϣгЯЪ ̭ы̮Кш йвнгк ЭЪм ϝуЧтϽТш ̯ϜϼϝϠ ̯Э̳Ϯϼ дϝЪ ϼнϧЪϹЮϜ ϴъϜ

 йвнгк ЭЪм сЧтϽТъϜ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ϽтнГϧЮ ̯ы̮̮вϒ ϣЊϝ϶м ϣуЧ̮тϽ̮̮̮̮̮̮̮̮̮ТшϜ

  ϣЯвϝЪ ϣГЯЂ сЧтϽТъϜ дϝгЮϽϡЯЮ днЫт дϝϠ дϝЪ м Ϝϻк ЭϮц ЭЎϝжм

 дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ̭ϝЏКϒ ЭЫЮ Ϟнϡϳвм ФϹ̮̮Ћ̮ Ю̮Ϝм е̮̮в̮цϒм аыЃЮϜ ̳Э̮̮Ϯ̮ϼ

 дϝ̮̮̮̮гЮϽϡЮϜ сТ е̮̮̮̮̮ϳ̮̮̮ж ϝ̮̮жϽ̮̮Ѓ̮̮϶ ϣЊϝ϶м  ϝуЧтϽТц Ϣϼϝ̮̮Ѓ϶ дϝЪм

 с̮̮̮Ч̮̮тϽ̮̮ТъϜ 

 ̭ы̮̮Кϖ ЭϮц ϣвнгк ЭЪ дϝЪм ϝуЧтϽТϒ Э̮Ϯц ЭЎϝж рϻЮϜ ЭϮϽ̮̮̮ЮϜ Ϝϻк

  ϣуЧтϽТъϜ ϢϹϲнЮϜ ϣгЯЪ ̭ϝ̮̮ЪϺ мϺ Эуϡж ЭϮϼ ϤϽЃ϶ ϝуЧтϽТϜ дϜ ϣЊϝ϶м

 ϣтϽуϷЮϜ йЮϝгКϜ ев бЯЛϧж дϜ ϹϠъм ЭвϝЪ  аϝгϧкϖ мϺм 

 дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ Ϝϻк ̭ϝЏКϜ ев дϝЪ ϼϸϝЧЮϜ ϹϡК Ϲгϳв ϴцϒ ϝжϽЃ϶ ЩЮϻЪм

 йϦϝзϮ ев блЮ ϱЃУт дϜ   Ϝн̮Кϸϒ ϟϡЃЮϜ ϜϻлЮм ϢϼϝуЂ ϨϸϝϳϠ

 ϜнЯгК сϧЮϜ ϤϜϽуϷЮϜ Ьмϝϳжм ЭгЛж дϒ с̮̮з̮̮г̮̮Ϧϒм дϜм блЯϫгЪ  ϝлϠ

  ϼнвъϜ иϻк Э̮̮ϫгϠ бϧлж 

ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ ытϿϮ ϜϽЫІм 

 

HON. ISAAC STEPHEN MABILETSA  

[BOTSWANA]: I thank you, Mr President. In my 

culture, there is an adage that says only cowards die. 

Heroes never die because their legacies live on. I 

wish I could be at the Freedom Square and chant a 

slogan saying ñLong live the legacy of Idriss Ndele, 

long live!ò This is what I really desire to do. 

Mr President, in thanking the Hon. Cecilia Atim-

Ogwal for moving this Motion, I think that further to 

that, maybe, we should name one of the buildings 

within the PAP after Idriss Ndele. In particular, I am 

thinking about this meeting Chamber. Like you have 

various buildings in universities named after people 

of repute, I am suggesting that we name this building 

as the Dr Idriss Ndele Chamber. 

Applause 

Mr President, I think that by doing it that way, we 

will have taken a step further than what Hon. Cecilia 

Atim-Ogwal has done. I think that that would be 

fitting tribute. 

Mr President, I was privileged to not only be a 

Member of this Parliament under the leadership of 

the late Hon. Idris Ndele, but also his fellow Member 

of the Co-operation Committee to which I still 

belong. When he descended from his seat of 

Presidency, he went back to the Committee on 

International Relations, Co-operation and Conflict 

Resolution which he loved so much.  

Mr President, as many have already described his 

character, he might have appeared humble, soft, 

sociable but he was an extrovert and charismatic but 

his softness and humility did not imply that the man 

was stupid. The Co-operation Committee benefited 

the most from the man because that is where he had 
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the most opportunity to show his excellence to 

Members directly. I remember him for that. Mr 

President, I agree with what Hon. Obami-Itou from 

Congo said that when he arrived at that committee 

after descending from his seat, he sat at an ordinary 

place.  We said no because we wanted to make a 

special seat for him. He refused but we forced him 

to have a seat right at the front table as a gesture of 

honour for what he had done to this Parliament. 

Thank you. 

 

HON. DR. BERNADETTE LAHAI [SIERRA 

LEONE]: Thank you Mr President.  

Mr President, I came to this Parliament in 2009 

under the Presidency of the late Dr Idriss Ndele. As 

he steered the activities of this Parliament I would, 

sometimes, see him sitting in front of us. He was a 

man that was humble and unassuming but very 

efficient in carrying out the business of this House.  

I remember on two occasions, coincidentally, we 

met in New York in the Hilton Hotel when I was 

attending the Arms Trade Treaty negotiations on 

behalf of the Parliamentarians for Global Action. 

Every morning when we met in the dining room he 

would ask me how the negotiations we going on and 

he wanted to know more about the Arms Trade 

Treaty. He expressed the wish that in the not too 

distant future, this Parliament and the 

Parliamentarians for Global Action could have a 

cordial relationship, a relationship that we have 

already formed in his absence but that can be 

attributed largely to his encouragement.  

On the last day of our departure from this 

Parliament, Mr President, Dr Ndele and myself met 

at the photograph stand where we were collecting 

our photographs. We stood there and exchanged 

courtesies. Having collected our photographs we 

said goodbye to each other. A few days after I 

returned I received the sad message through my e-

mail that he had passed away. Life is so short and so 

sudden. You are there today, tomorrow you are not, 

but I know that his legend will live on. The history 

of the PAP and Africa will never be complete 

without his legacy. God had given him to us and God 

has taken him away. Let us give glory to the Lord.  

Thank you.       

 

 

 

HON. AWAD HAG ALI AHMED [SUDAN]  

̪̪  ЁуϚϽЮϜ / ϹуЃЮϜ ̯ϜϽЫІ 

  ϤϝϡуА ϤϝгЯЪ онϳт рϻЮϜ ϰϽϧЧгЮϜ Ϝϻк пЯК ϝзуЯуЂϒ / ϹуЃЯЮ  ̯ϜϽЫІм

 ̯ϜϽ϶ϕв ϤϽЏϲ ϝвϹзК сЮϸϖ ЁтϼϸϜ ϼнϧЪϹЮϜ ϹуЃЮϜ пЯК ϥТϽΖЛϦ ϹЧЮ

 сТ ϝжϼϜϾ ϹЧЮм сзв ϝϡтϽЦ ̯ϝЧтϹЊ ϱϡЊϒ  ϥЦнЮϜ ЩЮϺ евм дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ ϜϻлЮ

Ϯ ϤϝКϝЂ ϢϹК сЛв сЏЦм сЮϿзв сТ сжϼϜϾм дϜϸнЃЮϜ нлТ Ϥыуг

 ШϼϝЇт дϝЪм ϣуЮϝЛЮϜ буЧЮϜм  ЙуТϽЮϜ ХЯϷЮϜ мϺ ϴъϜ бЛжм ХтϹЋЮϜ бЛж

 Ьϝϫв нлТ ϝуЧтϽТϜ ФϽІ ϣКнгϯв  ϤϝϡЂϝзвм ϤъϝУϧϲϜ ЭЪ сТ ϝзЛв

 сϧЮϜ ϤϝгЯЫЮϜ иϻк ЭЪм сЧтϽТъϜ ̭ϝ϶шϜм ϣуЧтϽТъϜ ϢϹϲнЮϜм ϣЦϜϹЋЯЮ

Юм ϣгтϽЫЮϜ йϦϽЂъ ЭЧзϦм ХϪнϦ дϜ ϹϠъ ануЮϜ днЯ϶ϜϹгЮϜ  ϝлЮнЧт  ϣϮмϿ

 . ̯ϝгуЗК ЭϮϼ мϹЧТ блжϜ днгЯЛуЮ 

̪̪ ϽтϹЧϧЮϜм ϽЫЇЮϜ бЫЮм 

HON. ASSOUMANA MALAM ISSA [NIGER]  : 

Merci, Monsieur le Président. 

Monsieur le Président, 

Permettez-moi de dire merci à Madame Cécilia et à 

lôHonorable NKODO qui ont eu cette initiative qui 

nous donne, certes, lôoccasion dô°tre justes vis-à-vis 

de quelquôun que nous avons tous aim®. Mais, je 

commence par dire quôil y a une chose qui me 

réconforte, parce que tout ce que nous sommes en 

train de dire aujourdôhui, nous lôavions d®j¨ dis 

devant Idriss Ndele Moussa ¨ lôoccasion de votre 

élection.  

(Applaudissements) 

On doit être fier de lui, parce que nous sommes en 

train de nous répéter. Cela veut dire que ce que nous 

sommes en train de penser et dire sur lui, côest 

sinc¯re, côest juste, ce ne sont pas juste des éloges 

quôon fait pour le plaisir de le faire.     

Monsieur le Président,  

LôHonorable MABILETSA môa march® sur ma 

langue, mais jôai d®j¨ transmis la proposition ¨ 

lôHonorable CECILIA pour quôon baptise cet 

Hémicycle, la salle « IDRISS NDELE MOUSSA », 

pour plusieurs raisons : 

- il fut lôun des membres fondateurs, ¨ ce que je 

sache, de ce Parlement ;  

- il fut lôun des Pr®sidents de ce Parlement qui a 

le plus servi le Parlement panafricain ; 

- il fut le premier Président de ce Parlement qui 

nous a quitté.    

Pour que dans dix ans, quinze ans, cent ans, les gens 

sachent quôil y a eu un passage dôune personne 

valeureuse, il serait juste quôon ®tudie la possibilit® 

de transformer cette salle, en salle « IDRISS 

NDELE ». 



Pan-African Parliament Hansard Report, Third Session of the Third Parliament 

October 2013 

 

90 
 

Je voudrais également dire, que nous devons rester 

en attache avec les Tchadiens qui sont là, avec nous, 

pour savoir sôil y aura d®sormais une date 

comm®morative, soit lôan un ou lôan deux ou ¨ une 

circonstance quelconque, un hommage qui doit être 

rendu à Idriss NDELE. Que nous soyons informés 

pour que, volontairement, sans aller en mission, 

chacun, en tout cas, puisse le faire, puisse se 

déplacer et marquer aux Tchadiens tout cet 

attachement que nous avons en la personne dôIdriss 

NDELE.  

La vertu, lôhumilit®, la simplicit®, le courage, 

lôhonn°tet®, tout ce que nous pleurons aujourdôhui, 

sont partis avec NDELE.  

Mais si nous voulons prouver que nous aimons 

NDELE, ce que nous devons le prendre en exemple 

pour bien servir ce Parlement panafricain. 

Je vous remercie.    

 

HON. ELIZABETH AGYEMAN [GHANA] : 

Thank you very much, Mr President. 

I also want to congratulate Hon. Cecilia for moving 

this Motion for such a good man of Africa, Dr. Idriss 

Ndele. I was here throughout his reign in the past 

three years. He was a good man and a good listener. 

He always lined up with us to buy his food in the 

dining room. That tells you the kind of person he 

was.  

I lost my husband in May, when I was here for the 

last sitting. I had to go back to Ghana after three days 

and when I told him about what had happened to me, 

he said, ñLet us take a picture.ò I took a very nice 

picture with him and enlarged it. I made two of them 

and I brought one to give to Dr Ndele. I did not know 

that he was dead.  

Ecclesiastes 3:8 tells us that there is a time to be born 

and a time to die. Dr. Ndele came to do his part and 

now he is gone. I pray that the good Lord keeps him 

in His bosom. 

Thank you, Mr President.  

 

HON. HENRY WILLIE YALLAH [LIBERIA]: 

Thank you, Mr. President and Hon. Members of this 

PAP.   

For me, I did not see President Ndele but paragraph 

3 of the Motion that is before me moves my heart so 

much.   

In Africa, it is difficult to see African leaders praise 

someone as it is being done for this leader. Everyone 

who has stood up has spoken of his kindness, but one 

virtue he left behind, according to paragraph 3, is 

that which states that His Excellency Ndele led by 

example and left no record implicating him in any 

corruption or abuse of office. That is difficult to 

achieve for African leaders. In one way or the other, 

he might challenge one of these crimes, but to have 

him exempted in an exemplary way is something 

good to note.  Now the example is for us. Everyone 

will have their day to be saved.  We will all leave 

this earth and go up to our Father.  This is only on 

condition that we are believers.  However, when the 

time comes, will you measure up to this leader?  We 

still have a chance to take note and change if we are 

not that way because Africa needs great men like 

this.  May his soul rest in peace and let his family 

take counsel.   

Thank you. 

 

HON. MOHAMED YOUSIF ABDULLAH  

[SUDAN]:  

 

 ̪̪̪ .  ̯ϜϽЫІ  ЁуϚϽЮϜ / ϹуЃЮϜ 

 ϣкϜϿзЮϜ б̯уЦ ЁтϽЫϧЮ пЛЂ ХϳϠ ̯ϝужϝгЮϽϠ дϝЪ /  сЮϸϖ ЭϲϜϽЮϜ ЁуϚϽЮϜ

ϱϚϜнЮ ХуϡГϦ Ьы϶ ев ЩЮϺм ϹуІϽЮϜ бЫϳЮϜм ϣуТϝУЇЮϜм  ϸϝϳϦъϜ

 ̯ϝϡϳв ̯ϝуЧтϽТϜ ЩЮϻЪ дϝЪ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ Ϝϻк ϣГЇжϜ ϣТϝЪ пЯК сЧтϽТъϜ

 ̭ϝЂϔϼ Йвм сЧтϽТъϜ ϸϝϳϦъϜ Йв Ϲлϧϯт ЭД ϝвϹзК ϣуЧтϽТъϜ ϞнЛЇЯЮ

 ̯ϝужϝЃжϜ дϝЪ ЙтϽ̵ЇϧЮϜ ϢнЦм ϣϡЦϜϽгЮϜ ϢнЦ сЧтϽТъϜ ϸϝϳϦъϜ ϱзгЮ ϝжϸыϠ

 ̳еϳж ̲ϝϚϝЃжм ̯ъϝϮϼ дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ Ϝϻк ϸϜϽТϜ ЙугϮ аϽϧϳт ̯ϝЦнЯ϶  Ϝϻк ̳иϹЧϧУж Ϻϖ

 ϢϹϲнϠм ϢϼϝЧЮϜ ϢϹϲнϠ йϧКϝзЦ ϹЧϧУжм ̳йЊϽϲ ϹЧϧУжм ̳йЧЯ϶ ϹЧУϧж ануЮϜ

 йϦϽЂшм ϸϝЇϧЮм ϝуЧтϽТш ̯ϜϼϝϠ ̯ϝзϠϖ ϹЧϧУж ϝзжϖ ϢϼϝЧЮϜ иϻк ϞнЛІ ϽуЋв

 ϼϜϽЧЮϜ  Йв ϼϝАшϜ Ϝϻк сТ СЧжм ϣгϲϽЮϜ йЮ пЮϝЛϦ  ЬϓЃж ϣвнЯЫгЮϜ

  ϜϽЫІм дϝгЮϽϡЮϜ Ϝϻк пЯК ϰмϽГгЮϜ 

 

HON. ELISE NDOADOUMNGUE 

NELOUMSEI LOUM  [TCHAD]: Merci, 

Monsieur le Président.  

Vous avez remarqué que je suis arrivée en retard, et 

je me suis arr°t®e ¨ lôentr®e. ê lôentr®e, jôai senti 

comme sôil y avait quelque chose de path®tique qui 

se déroulait dans la salle, en écoutant la voix de ma 

sîur du Ghana. 

http://www.biblenotes.net/ecclesiastes.html
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Hier, jôai ®t® oblig®e de me retirer tr¯s t¹t ¨ cause 

dôune fi¯vre. Je ne savais pas quôil y avait une liste 

sur la motion en lôhonneur de notre fr¯re d®funt, 

NDELE. 

Lôhommage que je voudrais rendre, côest dôabord au 

Parlement panafricain, parce que non seulement 

nous sommes arrivés ici en 2004, avec NDELE 

ensemble, mais côest un fr¯re avec qui nous avons 

partag® un long chemin politique. Il a ®t® dôun grand 

soutien pour moi, et moi, également, je marchais 

avec lui. 

Ces derniers jours, à Ndjamena comme ici ï parce 

quôon sôest s®par® la derni¯re fois, ici, ¨ Midrand ï 

il me laissait des messages qui me laissaient prévoir 

beaucoup de choses.  

Avant de quitter pour Midrand, il môa invit®e ¨ 

d®jeuner. Cô®tait son anniversaire. Il partait pour 

Brazzaville pour la réunion du Lions Club avant de 

venir ici, à Midrand.  

Généralement, quand on partage un repas ensemble, 

on se partage un verre de vin. 

Et ce jour-là, je lui dis : « Président è, et il môappelle 

« Ma double Présidente ». Je lui ai demandé : « Il 

nôy a pas de vin aujourdôhui ? ».  

Et il môa dit intimement : « Elise, je voudrais 

partager quelque chose avec toi. Jôentre dans ma 

60ème année, et je voudrais laisser tout tomber ; les 

b°tises, lôalcool, tout ce qui est mauvais dans la 

vie ».  

Et je lui ai dit : « Côest rare ! ».  

Et, en lui reposant la question : « Pourquoi cette 

décision ? ».  

Il me dit : « Je veux me refaire une autre vie ».  

Hélas, cette vie ne sera pas sur terre. 

Nous sommes venus ici, à Midrand, et pendant les 

premiers jours, il ne me lâchait pas. Et il me disait 

tout le temps des choses que je nôarrivais pas ¨ 

discerner. Jusquôau jour o½ il pr®sentait ma 

candidature comme Vice-présidente au Caucus, je 

lui ai dit : « Non, on va laisser les autres aller. Nous, 

on va rester derrière pour encadrer ».  

Il môa dit : « Non, vas-y ».  

Et, KEBZABO a présenté ma candidature.  

Il môa dit : « Je vais ¨ lôh¹pital, et je reviens ».  

Jôai dit : « Quôest-ce que tu as ? »  

Il me dit : « Je vais juste pour faire un check-up ».  

Je ne savais pas que ça allait être si fatal.  

Nous sommes rentrés !  

Il môa propos® de passer par le Cameroun et je lui ai 

dit que je nôaime pas trop passer par ce pays parce 

quôil faut encore changer de vol.  

Il me dit : « Moi, je passe par là-bas ».  

Je suis arrivée le vendredi et il me dit : « Tu rentres 

avant. Tu demandes à ta chargée des relations 

publiques de nous organiser un d´ner dôau moins dix 

à quinze personnes ».  

Je lui dis : « Ok, je prendrai le soin ».  

Mais, entretemps, je suis arrivée. Le mardi et le 

vendredi, je me suis rendue vers le Nord où mon 

mari assure une fonction de gouverneur.  

Jôarrive un vendredi. Il môappelle et me dit : « Je 

suis ¨ lôa®roport ».  

Je lui dis : « Moi, je suis à 300 kilomètres de 

Ndjamena ».  

Il me dit : « Tu reviens quand ? »  

Je lui dis : « Dès que tu as besoin de moi ».  

Je suis allée : vendredi, samedi, dimanche, vers 

vingt heures, le Vice-pr®sident de lôAssembl®e 

môappelle.  

Il me dit : « Élise, tu es où ? »  

Je lui dis : « Je suis à Ati ».  

Et il me dit : « Passe ton mari ».  

Je lui dis : « Ok, tu lôappelles sur son t®l®phone, 

parce quôil ®tait avec des gens ».  

Et le Vice-président, qui est un ami à nous 

également, appelle mon mari.  

Entretemps, la Directrice de Cabinet du Premier 

ministre môappelle et me dit :  

« Elise, tu es où ? Ton ami a fait un accident ».  

Je lui dis : « Quel ami ? ».  

Elle me dit : « NDELE ! ».  

Je nôavais que la voix pour crier et hurler seule.  

Le lendemain, jôai imm®diatement pris la route pour 

revenir. 
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Mais je vous assure, cet hommage que jôai tenu ¨ 

rendre, côest lôalerte premi¯re du Pr®sident Amadi. 

Je lôai appel® ; il ne répondait pas, et je lui ai envoyé 

un message. Il a réagi immédiatement.  

Il môa dit : « Elise, what happened?»  

Il ne faisait que pleurer, et on pleurait au téléphone 

sans rien se dire. Je ne lui ai pas donné la réponse.  

Je lui dis : « Côest un accident. Moi-m°me jô®tais 

loin, et je ne sais pas comment lôaccident sôest 

passé ».  

Tout ce quôil môa dit, côest : « I am coming ».  

Lôafflux des messages de chaque pays de ce 

continent, lôafflux m°me des personnalit®s que vous 

êtes sur le territoire tchadien, nous a fait comprendre 

combien vous avez de la considération, non 

seulement pour notre pays, mais pour notre frère 

défunt. 

Le Président est arrivé !   

Beaucoup de collègues ont également envoyé des 

emails, des messages par SMS, des coups de 

téléphone. Je les ai fidèlement répertoriés.  

Jôai tenu ¨ ce que tous ces noms soient lus 

publiquement lors des funérailles nationales qui ont 

lieu à la Place de la Nation, au Tchad, devant le Chef 

de lô£tat, le Premier ministre et les autorit®s de la 

République. 

Côest ¨ nous de vous dire merci, et côest lôoccasion 

de le faire aujourdôhui. 

 

THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you very much, 

Honourable colleagues. For me, it has been very 

difficult personal period. I had the honour to serve 

as Vice President under Dr Idriss and not enough 

words can be said in this hall to fully capture or 

properly describe the qualities of the man that we are 

talking about today.  

Dr Idriss came to my office on the Tuesday before 

the end of the Session to say that he would be 

travelling back. Little did I know that that would be 

my last personal encounter with him. That is the 

afternoon that Honourable Cecilia Atim-Ogwal had 

also come into my office and we exchanged banters. 

I had a short private meeting with him and wished 

him well. We agreed that we would meet in Addis 

Ababa the next week to attend the AU 50th 

Anniversary. He would come in as part of the 

delegation of the President of Chad and I would 

attend as President of PAP.  

After we closed on Thursday, I travelled on Friday 

with the rest of the PAP delegation to Addis Ababa 

to attend the PRC meeting on Saturday. It was late 

on Sunday night or early Monday morning that we 

started receiving messages. When I got an sms from 

Her Excellency, Honourable ////, I thought that 

something was wrong with the message and that 

maybe it was because her original language was 

French.  I thought that there must have been a 

mistake somewhere. I tried to telephone but I could 

not get through to her. Then I got through to a 

member of staff of PAP who also comes from Chad 

and who I knew was very close to President Idris. 

She tried to talk but she could not because she was 

crying and I knew then that it was true. I called 

Honourable //// again and she was able confirm our 

worst fears.  

Then I invited to my room, at 1 am Ethiopian time, 

the rest of the PAP delegation ï the Vice Presidents, 

Clerk of Parliament and all elders and broke the 

news to them. We agreed that we would stay in touch 

with Members of Parliament from Chad to know the 

timing and the date of the funeral.  

As soon as we confirmed that, I left the 3rd and 4th 

Vice Presidents to look after our affairs at the AU 

Summit and I travelled. I could not get a direct flight 

to Chad and so I flew Lagos. I drove to Cotonou and 

flew to Niger on to Chad. We arrived to a very warm 

reception even though everybody had a heavy heart 

and a heavy face. Fortunately, I had been to Chad a 

few months earlier on an official visit on an 

advocacy mission to the President of Chad. I had 

received very warm grand welcome from all the 

members of PAP from Chad including Dr Idris who 

led that reception. Coming back a few months after 

to meet the ///// of affairs, to me, was almost a very 

difficult task. 

The people of Chad, the Government and the 

President honoured him in a way that I felt proud to 

have worked with him. He was given a State funeral. 

At the State funeral, we gave a funeral ovation and 

bade farewell to this great son of Africa on your 

behalf and on behalf of the people of Africa. We 

attended all the interment processes and on your 

behalf, met with the family along with the delegation 

from Chad to PAP. 

Honourable Members, as we pay tribute to this very 

honourable man, let us also use the opportunity to 

pay tribute to our colleagues who passed away 
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during this same period ï Honourable Mohammed 

from Djibouti and Hon. Masisi from Botswana.  

The challenge for all of us who are still in this hall is 

that one day we will answer that call and when we 

do, what will be said about us? I thank all of you who 

have said very kind words. I thank all who have 

made proposals. I believe that as an institution that 

follows Parliamentary procedures, these proposals 

should come in the form of an amendment. May I, 

therefore, seek that one of those who made proposals 

should move an amendment to this Motion so that 

we can properly include the proposal. 

HON... I thank you, Mr President. I do not have the 

text of Honourable Cecilia in front of me and neither 

did I consult the Standing Orders as to what section 

of it I should move the amendment on. Nevertheless, 

my proposal is that we move an amendment that in 

addition to the tribute that we have made, we name 

this meeting Chamber as Dr Idris Ndele Hall. 

Mr President, I thank you and move accordingly. 

Applause 

MR PRESIDENT:  Is there a Seconder? 

HONé I second the amendment. 

 I thank you. 

MR PRESIDENT:  Honourable Members, the 

amendment to this Motion is that PAP hereby agrees 

to name this meeting Chamber as Hon. Dr Idriss 

Moussa Ndele Hall in memory of our departed 

President. 

Applause 

 

MR PRESDENT: Agreed to. 

Hon. Members, may I, therefore, ... 

HON. MEMBER:  Mr President, you asked for an 

amendment. It is good to know from your 

intervention that you and others were there. 

However, some of us were not there. Is it possible 

for all of us as honourable Members of Parliament 

to make our humble contributions to send to the 

family to say that we still remember him, his wife 

and children? That is my proposal. We have done it 

before for others. I am sure that when you went 

there, you went on our behalf but it would not matter 

that we do many good things at all times. 

 

AN HON. MEMBER:  On a point of order, Sir. 

Mr PRESIDENT:  I thank you.  Before I take the 

point of order, let me respond to the high Chief. I 

believe that that can be done amongst ourselves 

administratively and need not be part of this formal 

Motion. It is a good idea and it can be done 

administratively amongst ourselves. 

A point of order is raised. 

 

AN HON. Mr President, with due respect, it is not 

my habit to take you back to a decision that you have 

already taken. However, I just want my legal mind 

to be cleared. Naming this Chamber is a very good 

gesture but I want to clear it legally. I would like to 

find out, bearing in mind that we are hiring this 

building, whether it does not have any legal 

implications when it is named after someone. Please, 

clear this for me.  

 

MR PRESIDENT:  It is an amendment to a Motion. 

The motion has not been passed yet. However, if you 

want a background, I think that this PAP as an 

institution has been here for many years. The 

building, of course, does not belong to us but it is for 

our use. For as long as we are using it, we can name 

any hall after anybody we want, if we so decide in 

this Plenary that this is the honour we want to give 

to our colleague. When we get a permanent site, 

whoever is still left in PAP can decide. For now, we 

have use of this building. We are not going to change 

the building. We are only going to put the name in 

memory of our colleague, if this plenary so decides 

or agrees to it. I do not see anything wrong with it.  

I thank you for your point of order. 

AN HON MEMBER:  I thank you Mr President and 

Honourable Members. I would like to congratulate 

the mover, Honourable Cecilia Atim-Ogwal and the 

House on this Motion. With due respect to the 

couching of the words in the resolution, I am seeking 

to improve on the couching of the words. With your 

indulgence, I wish to propose as follows:  

That we paraphrase that  

ñThe Pan African Parliament resolves to pay 

glowing tributeò 

We add the word ñglowingò  

ñto the late former President of the Pan African 

Parliament, His Excellency Hon. Dr Idriss Ndele.ò 
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 You realise that His Excellency, Dr and Honourable 

are not properly aligned. Therefore, we re-align and 

say: 

ñThe Pan African Parliament resolves to pay 

glowing tribute to the late former President of Pan 

African Parliament, His Excellency Honourable Dr 

Idriss Ndele Moussa, who passed away ...ò 

I have a problem with this word ñdiedò because we 

believe he has an ongoing legacy. So, if we say 

ñdiedò, it means that it is finished. To me that does 

not come out well.  

ñ... on 19th May,...ò 

 

AN HON. MEMBER:  Passed on. 

AN HON. MEMBER:  Thank you very much.  

ñ...who passed on, on 19th May, 2013 and expresses 

its ...,ò 

 We add the word ñgreatest appreciationò.  

ñ...greatest appreciation for the mature and skilful 

manner in which he steered the Second Parliament 

and for his great service to the peoples of Africa.ò  

Mr President and honourable Members, I believe, 

substantively that if we couch the words this way, it 

will be phrased and we shall have captured the spirit 

in which all of us are speaking about the late former 

President. 

I beg to move. 

MR PRESIDENT:  Is there a Seconder? 

HON. CHIEF C HARUMBIRA:  I second the 

Motion to amend as stipulated. 

THE PRSIDENT:  Is that agreed to? 

 

Applause 

 

THEPRESIDENT:  The amendment is agreed to. 

HON. OBAMI -ITOU ANDRE [CONGO]  : Merci 

Honorable Président. 

Jôai le texte propos® par notre coll¯gue CECILIA. 

Jôai vu le dispositif après les considérants : « Le 

Parlement panafricain décide de saluer la mémoire 

de lôancien Pr®sident du Parlement panafricain, Son 

Excellence Docteur Honorable Idriss NôDELE ». Il 

faut ajouter son nom « Moussa », pour être complet. 

Ensuite, « qui est décédé », on enlève le « qui 

est » et on met tout simplement « décédé le 19 mai 

2013 è. Côest un amendement de forme. 

Je voudrais ajouter ¨ lôactif du Pr®sident NôDELE, 

au niveau du deuxième considérant : « Prenant acte 

du r¹le quôil a jou® dans le lobbying des Chefs 

dô£tats et de gouvernements afin de transformer le 

PAP en un organe législatif è pour dire quôil nôy a 

pas que cela, Monsieur le Pr®sident. Il nôa pas fait 

que ça. Il a fait aussi le plaidoyer auprès des Chefs 

dô£tats pour la ratification par les parlements 

nationaux de la Charte africaine de la démocratie, 

des élections et de la gouvernance.  

¢a aussi il lôa fait !  

Il lôa fait !  

Il a rencontr® le Pr®sident de mon pays, jô®tais 

pr®sent lorsquôil a parl® de la Charte.  

Je pense quôil faut ajouter à son actif cette activité. 

Merci. 

 

THE PRESIDENT:  Thank you! The seconder who  

proposed an amendment? 

AN HON. MEMBER:  Mr. President!  

MR PRESIDENT:  Honourable please! There is an 

amendment proposed! If you give me a minute! Yes 

no seconded? 

Yes the 1first Vice-President, could you seconded? 

 

HON. NôKODO DANG ROGER [PREMIER 

VICE -PRÉSIDENT]: Jôappuie cet amendement, 

parce que sur le plan de la forme, côest tr¯s important 

ce que le Président OBAMI-ITOU a dit.  

Je ne voudrais pas quôon circonscrive les activités 

que le feu Pr®sident Idriss a men®es. Côest dans cet 

esprit que le Président OBAMI-ITOU a voulu 

élargir. Tout cela entrait dans le cadre de ses 

fonctions, des activit®s quôil a men®es et qui sont, si 

on peut les qualifier, des plus importantes.  

Aucune activit® nô®tant plus importante que lôautre, 

mais je conviens avec le Président que ce travail de 

lobbying aupr¯s des Chefs dô£tats ne sô®tait pas 
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limité seulement à la transformation du PAP. Il est 

allé plus au-delà de cela. 

Merci, Monsieur le Président. 

 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much ! 

Proposed amendment agreed to? 

Applause 

 

HON. CECILIA ATIM -OGWAL [UGANDA]: 

Thank you, Mr President. 

First of all, I want to appreciate all the contributions 

made. They were very emotional and very factual 

and reflect the real man that we are paying tribute to. 

I do concur with the amendments given or proposed 

particularly to the last paragraph and also the second 

one which I would want to be consistent with the 

first paragraph by saying the Pan African Parliament 

deserves to. So, we have to continue and be 

consistent and pay glorious tribute by naming the 

plenary hall. So we must have the consistency. I 

think that will be captured by the Secretariat.  

However, Mr President, I feel that on the proposal 

that was made by one of the Members that Dr Ndele 

left school-going children and a family - and we are 

very appreciative that you had the opportunity of 

meeting them - I think our role, really, as the PAP 

that saw this man use his greatest energy to build this 

institution, our sympathy should go beyond just 

expressing it in a debate like this. I think our 

sympathy should go towards assisting the family in 

a tangible way. Today, Mr President, I want to 

demonstrate this. I was not able to talk to my 

delegation but, as a person, I already came with my 

funeral contribution of US$200 and I will be asking 

the delegation from Uganda to also make a humble 

contribution. I am also asking the Chairperson of the 

Central Region to take the responsibility of 

receiving any contribution that will be made because 

much as we have said a lot of good words about this 

dear friend and brother of ours, I think, it is also 

important that they must be accompanied by a 

tangible contribution.  

I thank you, Mr President.    

 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much. Our 

colleagues, on behalf of the Pan African Parliament, 

we have also visited the family and made a 

contribution, but of course the proposal is a good 

one. It is not part of this motion; I would have asked 

Hon. Members who have any such interest to please 

allay us as we ask Hon. Siria and Hon. S. Dlomu to 

send back our messages to the families.  

Hon. Colleagues, the question before the House is 

about the motion as amended and moved by Hon. 

Siria Atrwell Maguire, agreed to. The motion is 

hereby agreed to. 

 

AN HON. MEMBER: Mr. Presidenté 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, point of order? 

UN HONORABLE MEMBRE  : [é] Elle est 

dépendante de la motion !  

Côest pour faire une proposition !  

En fait, la mort nôa pas seulement enlev® IDRISS, 

elle pourrait arriver ¨ chacun de nous, dôun jour ¨ 

lôautre. Il faudrait plut¹t quôon puisse penser ¨ cr®er 

une association des parlementaires panafricains.  

Ainsi, lorsque nous venons à chaque session, nous 

pourrions contribuer à hauteur de cinquante ou cent 

dollars. Cela dépendra de ce quôon va d®cider. Mais, 

il faudrait mettre en place une caisse qui permettra, 

éventuellement, de contribuer aux événements 

graves de la vie qui pourraient survenir dôun jour ¨ 

lôautre ¨ lôun des membres du Parlement panafricain.  

Je vous remercie. 

(Applaudissements) 

 

THE PRESIDENT: I thank you. May be you will 

see me in my office after sitting. I will organize for 

those possibilities of that. 

 

HON. MEMBER: Can I seek guidance Mr. 

President? Thank you Mr. President - [The President 

having agreed]. I am sorry I walked in a bit late. So, 

I did not have the full benefit of listening into the 

submission of colleagues, but you just mentioned it 

in passing that we should use this same opportunity 

to pay our glory and tribute to the late Idriss from 

Chad and our former colleague from Botswana.  

I was just wondering whether this idea was captured 

in the debate because at the end of the day of course 

the motion does not resolve as such and it is common 

parliamentary practice to pay tribute to colleagues, 

not only the former presidents. So, I am just rising 
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to get guidance from you about the other former two 

colleagues who passed on; whether we need to bring 

another motion in their names or we just seek an 

amendment in this manner and we carry it forward 

in an omnibus fashion? May I seek your guidance, 

Sir?  

 

THE PRESIDENT: As much as this particular 

motion has been agreed to, all issues on this motion 

are closed.  

Hon. Members you will recall that in my opening 

address we did pay tribute and did observe one 

minute of silence in memory of all our departed 

colleagues; all meant together and I believe that 

whatever else that anybody proposes would have to 

come in a different form; another motion if you 

want, and go through the processes. 

Hon. Colleagues, I thank you and I think we have a 

lot of things to do today and therefore want us to 

move quickly.  

In accordance with the provisions, I now overrule 

each one hatch. It is with great pleasure that I now 

invite the following guests into the Chamber. I invite 

Dr. Tobias Takavarasha, the Food and Agriculture 

Organization Representative for South Africa. I will 

also invite Dr. I. Mabhutsu, a Representative of His 

Excellency, Dr. Mustapha Kaloko; the 

Commissioner for Social Affairs, to please come and 

take their seats in the Chamber.  

Thank you, you are welcome Hon. Guests. We now 

commence the business of the day and our first order 

of business. I shall therefore call the Clerk to read 

the first order.  

Hon. Members, may I on your behalf call upon Dr. 

Tobias Takavarasha, Food and Agricultural 

Organization Representative for South Africa to 

make his presentation. You may please come to the 

podium.  

 

DR. TOBIAS TAKAVARASHA [THE  FOOD 

AND AGRICULTURE ORGANISATION 

(FAO) REPRESENTATIVE FOR SOUTH 

AFRICA]:   The Hon. President of the Pan African 

Parliament, Honourable Members of the Pan 

African Parliament, it is indeed a great honour and 

privilege for me, as representative of the United 

Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation to take 

the podium to address you on the critical subject of 

poverty eradication, policies and strategies for 

development for Africa.  

 

In making this presentation, I start by making three 

key statements:  the first one being that one of the 

most visible manifestations of poverty is hunger, 

food insecurity and malnutrition.  The second 

submission is: given that the predominant role of 

agriculture in Africa is paramount, improving 

agriculture productivity is, therefore, the most 

obvious strategy to eradicate hunger and poverty.  

However, at the same time, Hon. Mr President, I 

admit that agriculture is not the only answer to 

poverty eradication.  There is a myriad of other 

complementary measures and strategies that are 

needed to eradicate hunger and poverty.  As 

indicated, I am the Country Representative for the 

FAO in South Africa and have worked also with the 

NEPAD Agency of the AU before coming to this 

position. 

 

My presentation will focus on the state of poverty in 

Africa.  What is Africaôs response through the 

Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development 

Programme?  What is FAOôs role in strategic 

objectives in this regard and conclude by asking 

what Parliamentarians across Africa can do and are 

doing to help eradicate poverty in Africa.  I will start 

by highlighting the current state of affairs. I will not 

bombard you with any statics but simply highlight 

that the figures are as grim as they are familiar.  

More than 800 million people - this is globally but 

the majority are in Africa - suffer from chronic 

hunger. One in four children, under five years of age, 

is at the risk of dying as result of poor nutrition 

associated diseases.  Over 2 billion people lack 

vitamins and minerals they need to growth and 

develop into healthy human beings. At the same 

time, the world already produces more than enough 

food for all. However, many do not have access to 

the food produced because they simply do not have 

the resources needed to purchase or produce enough 

good food. Poverty is, indeed, the only factor behind 

hunger. Wars, natural disasters and economic crises 

can only block peopleôs access to food.  

Furthermore, even if food is available, it is important 

that people eat food that is well balanced, safe and 

nutritious.   

 

Without boring you with statistics, I have 

summarised the global poverty reduction effort from 

1992 to 2010 and it shows that persistently high 

poverty levels still exist in Africa and a marginal 

decline over the past the past twenty years unlike a 

sharp decline in Asia. The green graph on the top 

shows that, by 1990, over 60 per cent of the 

population in Africa were living below $1.25 a day.  

As of now, in 2010, we are still hovering around 50 

per cent compared to the lowest Middle East and 

North Africa which is the red bar at the bottom. This 

is just to give you an indication that the journey to 
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eradicate hunger and poverty in Africa has started 

but is still a long way and yet Africa has great 

potential.  By way of example, 60 per cent arable 

land in Africa is irrigated compared to 22 per cent in 

the rest of the world and yet Africa is awash with 

huge rivers but has not been able to harness that 

capacity into irrigation to ensure sustainable 

productivity given the persistent droughts on the 

continent. 

 

Another example, we all agree that fertiliser is 

necessary to boost productivity. Our statistics show 

that 17 kilograms of fertiliser per unit of a hectare is 

applied in Africa compared to around 222 kilograms 

in Asia and 120 kilograms as a world average. This 

shows, again, the potential to increase productivity 

in Africa using fertiliser.  We are aware, again, that 

the largest share of arable land in the in the world, 

that is 16 per cent, is in Africa and yet the largest 

share of uncultivated arable land 79 per cent is in 

Africa.  Hence, you hear a lot of interest on land 

rush.   

 

Over 60 per cent of the population in Africa lives in 

rural areas which, again, means there is potential to 

harness that resource.  We are also aware that the 

fastest population growth, urban population and the 

percentage of youth population, is in Africa.  This 

could also be a potential for addressing policies that 

address the youthful population which is on 

demands and the rapid increase in urban population.  

We are aware, in Africa, of huge food import bills 

but we are also saying that these huge food import 

bills can and should be translated into supporting 

local production.  Just to give you, without using any 

boring statistics, a graphical presentation of Africaôs 

yield gap and to get and potential showing that very 

slow pace in the increase of yields that is the amount 

of grain you can produce per hectare compared to 

other regions.  The red bar on top shows the growth 

in productivity using rice as an example. The blue 

one shows growth in Asia. The green one, sadly, 

shows the small growth of productivity. Slow 

growth of productivity means that your labour, land 

and water are not being used as effectively as, 

probably, God intended when He gave you that land. 

 

Cereal production per capita has been declining in 

Sub-Saharan Africa while rising in Asia and South 

America. Again, this shows that as population is 

increasing, the amount of grain that is being 

produced is not increasing to feed that population, 

hence you see that green bar which is flat, 

representing cereal productivity or production per 

capita. 

 

Against this background, Mr President, the United 

Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation has a 

goal to improve nutrition, increase agricultural 

productivity, raise the standard of living in whole 

populations and contribute to global economic 

growth. The FAOôs mandate is to support its 

members in their efforts to ensure that people have 

regular access to enough high quality food to lead 

active healthy lives.  But FAO cannot do it alone. 

Ridding the world of food insecurity and 

malnutrition requires action at all levels of society 

from farming communities to international 

organisations. FAO is making efforts to decentralise 

and strengthen the capacity of regions in the member 

countries to address the issue of food.  In that regard, 

FAO has narrowed its strategic objectives into five 

specific ones.  The first one is to help eliminate 

hunger, food insecurity and malnutrition.  The 

second on aims to make agriculture, forestry and 

fisheries more productive and sustainable.  As a 

third objective, we want to reduce rural poverty. The 

fourth objective sees a move to more inclusive and 

efficient agricultural and food systems. The fifth 

strategic objective is to increase the resilience of 

livelihoods from disasters. 

 

However, this is not about the FAO. It is also about 

Africaôs response. I chose one strategy for poverty 

eradication. This is the Comprehensive Africa 

Agricultural Development Programme (CAADP) in 

which FAO has been collaborating with the NEPAD 

Agency of the African Union since the Maputo 

Declaration in 2003 where Heads of State and 

Governments adopted CAADP as a tool for poverty 

eradication in Africa using agriculture. The 

principles or targets that define CAADP are an 

agricultural-led social and economic transformation. 

CAADP proposes the pursuit of a 6 per cent 

minimum average annual sector growth rate.  It also 

advocates and recommends allocating 10 per cent 

plus of the national budget to the agricultural sector 

and I know that I am speaking to Parliamentarians 

who we will vote and argue for sectoral budgets in 

their Parliaments. There is a need to exploit the 

regional complementarities and co-operation. Africa 

needs to work as a regional integrated continent co-

ordinating dialogue, review and accountability.  

That is our principle of CAADP as we well as 

promoting partnerships, alliances between farmers, 

agri-businesses, civil society as well as development 

partners.   

 

We are pleased to say that CAADP as a tool for 

agriculture development to eradicate poverty is 

making some inroads.  For example, we have 

noticed that agriculture is back on the political and 

policy agenda at national and international forums. 

It is pleasing to note that more and more discussions 

concerning agriculture are taking place. Political 

commitment to increase the budgetary allocation is 

increasing in a number of countries. African 

stakeholders are being mobilised around a common 
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agenda. We also notice that the promotion of 

regional integration and coordination is increasing in 

some regions. In the ECOWAS, the regional contact 

of CAADP, EGAD, is doing the same.  SADC is 

doing the same.  We are also aware that there is a 

multi-donor trust fund that is supporting capacity of 

AU institutions, that is the regional economic 

communities, for their CAADP implementation. 

 

Another achievement is that there is evidence that 

based on the peer reviews, agricultural plans and 

programmes are being developed.  It is no longer the 

case of just a blue print given to sector to implement 

but peer review and evidence-based planning is 

being implemented. CAADP is serving as an 

important point of discussion for governments in 

their engagement with the domestic and 

international private sector.  However, we also are 

aware that this is all happening against a changing 

global environment. While food stocks are low, 

prices are increasing and becoming more volatile 

especially food prices.  We are aware of the impacts 

of climate change and demand for bio-fuels.  We are 

aware of parts of the world economy that were 

formerly dominant but are shrinking.  Overseas 

development, for instance, is shrinking and donor 

dependence is under threat. Financial markets have 

become more turbulent. There is scarcity and high 

demand, globally, for cheap primary resources such 

as land, water and labour.  The European 

Community (EC) countries are still subsidising 

agriculture with negative impact on African 

competitiveness.  These are issues still under debate.  

Global economic and dual politics are changing fast 

and Africa would remain a weak player unless 

properly integrated. 

 

Of course it is not always bad news. There also 

success stories and progress that we have witnessed.  

About ten of the fifty-four African member States 

have reached the target of allocating at least 10 per 

cent of public investment towards agriculture. From 

the statistics available, among them are Burkina 

Faso, Ethiopia, Ghana, Guinea, Malawi, Mali, Niger 

and Senegal.  About ten countries have exceeded 

CAADP target of 6 per cent growth in agriculture 

production.  From our statistics, examples include 

Angola, Eriterea, Ethiopia, Burkina Faso, Republic 

of Congo, Gambia, Guinea Bissau, Nigeria, Senegal 

and Tanzania.   

 

At the FAOôs 30th Conference, thirty-eight countries 

in the world were recognised, eleven of which were 

from Africa for achieving the millennium 

development goal target of reducing hunger between 

1990 to 2015, three years before the deadline of 

2015. These are Algeria, Angola, Benin, Cameroun, 

Djibouti, Ghana, Malawi, Niger, Nigeria, Principe 

and Sao Tome, and Togo.  We are also aware that 

three countries have met the ambitious 1996 World 

Food Summit Goal to reduce, by half, the total 

number of the hungry. These are Djibouti, Ghana, 

Principe and Sao Tome.   

 

In closing this slide, I, therefore, Mr President ask 

what role Parliaments and Parliamentarians can play 

in advancing policies for poverty eradication in 

Africa. Here I am preaching to the converted who 

provide stewardship of the pertinent committees of 

Parliaments in their respective countries where they 

make demands, debate and approve budgets. 

 

They play a crucial oversight role on the Executive 

to hold them accountable to meeting the peopleôs 

expectations and promises made.  They mobilise 

citizens in their respective constituencies to actively 

participate in the struggle to extricate African 

populations and communities from poverty, hunger 

and malnutrition through increased agricultural 

production, productivity, food and nutrition security 

as well as sustainable management of natural 

resources for lasting prosperity.  They engage the 

leadership in the AU member States to accelerate the 

implementation of the commitments undertaken 

over the years at the various forums to advance key 

policy frameworks such as CAADP in 2003 during 

the Maputo AU Summit, the Africa Fertiliser 

Financing Facility and there are many other 

examples.  They should play a role in facilitating and 

strengthening the voices of African farmer 

organisations, in particular, small-holder farmers 

and women.  We are pleased to note that there is now 

a Pan African Farmersô Forum supported by the AU 

which is strengthening the voice of farmers in 

general.  Finally, Members should play a role in 

promoting and enabling policy environment for 

economic development. 

Talking about the role of Parliament in building and 

enabling policy environment, I just picked one 

example in the case of promoting fertiliser. This 

could  include creating conducive legal and a 

regulatory frameworks with dedicated roles and 

forcing the needs through clearly defined regulatory 

bodies, eliminating tariff barriers and supporting 

responsible competition in the private sector and 

sharing appropriate government control of fertiliser 

procurement and distribution while supporting 

investment in marketing infrastructure and active 

business associations, promoting farmer adoption 

and demand for fertiliser through public resource 

and the development in targeted extension services 

and building a regional framework for fertiliser trade 

that reduces cross border transport costs and support, 

the establishment of regional inspection and 

certification systems and addressing other topical 

issues such as land reforms, youth empowerment, 

climate change and governance issues.   
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My concluding remark, Mr President, in thanking 

you for honouring me and FAO to address this 

august House, the PAP, is that Parliament has a 

critical role to play in advocating for laws and 

policies for the eradication of poverty in Africa. 

Secondly, it has a role in holding the Executive 

accountable for the implementation of policies, 

strategies and programmes that they have committed 

themselves to.  Thirdly, Parliament has a role in 

ensuring that there is full participation of all 

constituencies at all levels.  

 

 I thank you, Mr  President.   

 

Applause  

 

MR RETSELISITSWE MABHUTSU 

[REPRESENTING `THE COMMISSIONER 

FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS, AUC]:  Honourable 

President, Honourable Members of the Parliament, 

it is a great honour to be here, presenting on the 

Poverty Eradication Policies and Strategies for 

Africa which were supposed to have been presented 

by the Commissioner for Social Affairs, Dr 

Mustapha Kaloko but due to other pressing 

commitments he is not able to be with us here today. 

  

The presentation will look at the strategies and 

initiatives that were started since the establishment 

of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU) and its 

successor the African Union (AU). These will be the 

Lagos Plan of Action, the Abuja Treaty which goes 

with the African economic communities, the New 

Partnership for Africaôs Development and, of 

course, the specific policies, some of which  Dr 

Tobias has already touched on, and the latest 

initiatives.  

 

Excellencies, the Lagos Plan of Action was born out 

of the meeting that was held in Lagos, Nigeria in 

1980 in which the African leaders decided to reflect 

on what had been achieved in the first twenty years 

since the establishment of the Organisation of the 

African Unity. You will recall that during the 

establishment of this organisation, the focus was on 

helping Africa to gain political liberation and, by 

1980, the majority of the African States were now 

self governing.  

 

Therefore, the focus became economic self 

determination with emphasis on agriculture, science 

and technology, industrialisation, intra-Africa trade, 

infrastructure development, human capital 

development, national resource development and 

shared Learning. However, there were some 

challenges. The majority of the African countries 

were under new governments, with structures that 

were inherited from the colonial masters. There was 

a lack of frameworks for the realisation of the intra-

African economic linkages. Of course, another 

challenge which, at that time, some people looked at 

as a positive contribution was that of  the Britton-

Wood institutions which looked at the negatives and 

then used to impose their own different programmes 

which were biased or had the influence of the 

colonial masters. One of such is the popular 

Structural Adjustment Programme which, 

somehow, managed to deviate the focus of Africans 

from the Lagos Plan of Action to concentrate on 

their own development agenda. The other challenge 

has always been non-existence of a domestic private 

sector in which, in most African countries, business 

was driven by governments. Dependence on donor 

assistance in which their preferences were imposed 

as against the African Agenda and finally the 

influence of the multi-national corporations cannot 

be over-emphasised.  

 

The Abuja Treaty came ten years later to establish 

the African Economic Community as a way to foster 

continental integration, and this was proposed to be 

pursued through phases. The first stage would have 

been the creation of regional blocs in regions where 

they did not exist in 1999. By 2007, it would have 

strengthened the inter-regional economic 

community integrations and the inter-regional 

economic community harmonisations. The schedule 

is there and you can see that the ultimate move 

would have been to end all transition periods by 

2034. Of the regional economic communities which 

are recognised as the pillars to help Africa get out of 

the current conundrum, we have Common Market 

for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) which 

was founded in 1994; the  East African Community 

(EAC) which came into being in 2001; the 

Economic Community of Central African States 

(ECCAS) founded in 1995; the Economic 

Community of West African States (ECOWAS) 

which is the oldest and was formed in 1975; the 

Southern African Development Community 

(SADC) founded in 1980; the Inter-Governmental 

Authority on Development (IGAD) founded in1986; 

CENSAD was founded in 1988; and UMA was 

founded in 1989. Then ten years later as we 

continued to reflect on what was working and how 

we could improve, the African leaders met in 

Lusaka, Zambia, to merge the two plans, one of 

which was guided by former President Thabo Mbeki 

of the Republic of South Africa, former President 

Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria, President Abdulaziz 

Bouteflika of Algeria, and the second plan which 

was the OMEGA Plan and was developed by former 

President Abdulaye Wade of Senegal.  

 

The Heads of State resolved to call this new plan the 

New Partnership for Africaôs Development in 2001. 

Today, as a programme of the AU, NEPAD provides 
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an overarching vision and policy framework for 

accelerated economic co-operation and integration. 

However, like the previous plans, there are some 

challenges. We recognise the strengths, there are 

some weaknesses and there are opportunities. I will 

skip these ones to save on time. 

I will go straight to the specific programmes that are 

being implemented under the umbrella of NEPAD. 

Under the social sector we have the Social Policy 

Framework which tries to co-ordinate all social 

related programmes and policies. One of such that 

comes to mind could be the Campaign on Reduction 

of Maternal Mortality in Africa which is part of the 

sexual and reproductive health. Dr Tobias has 

already talked about the second one and relates to 

the comprehensive agricultural UN programme in 

which we recognise the abundance of land in Africa, 

and if you apply the comparative advantages, we 

believe that Africa can feed the rest of the world. 

Why is this not the case? Why are we importing 

more than 70 per cent of our supplies from outside 

the continent? This is partly because there is lack of 

basic infrastructure, be it telecommunications in 

which the suppliers can communicate with the 

buyers. In economics we talk about the surplus units 

and the deficit units. Those who are in demand 

should be able to communicate with those who have 

supplies. In reaction to that, the Programme for 

Infrastructure Development was put in place in 

which it will provide or endeavours to provide 

transport corridors across the continent. This will 

help producers to have access to the markets as well 

as the buyers being able to communicate or identify 

where their supplies can be sourced from.  

 

However the other challenge that Africa is facing is 

that we have these abundant natural resources and 

we can also be in a position to produce agricultural 

products but they need to be processed. In response 

to that one as well, the AU put in place the 

Accelerated Industrial Development Programme for 

Africa which aims to help African producers to add 

value to their produce before they go to the market. 

You will attest to the fact that most of our produce, 

be they mining products and whatever, are sent or 

exported to the developed world and they put value 

to them and then send back to Africa where we buy 

them at very high prices.  

 

Our import bill is a serious challenge in which 

imports have always been higher than exports. 

However, when you look at the amount of exports 

vis-a-vis the amount of imports - if not in value 

terms, we are talking about quantities - we are 

sending more outside but the balance of payments is 

always skewed because what we are buying is 

already processed, has value added and becomes 

much more expensive. Now, with this addition of 

industrial development, we are hoping that whatever 

is produced or mined from the continent will be able 

to be distributed within the continent as a finished 

product and the surplus can go to the rest of the 

world. Of course, we need to trade with the rest of 

the world for obvious reasons. This programme is 

supported by the sister programme which is called 

Intra-Africa Trade. The two built on the previous 

interventions like the programme in which we 

believed that once the continent is networked, 

transport wise, telecommunication and otherwise, 

then Africa will be able to inter and intra- trade.  This 

also leads us to the Minimum Integration 

Programme which tries to look at the different 

regional economic communities, compare what 

works in one regional economic community and 

what does not work in the other, promote experience 

sharing and replicate the best practices.  

 

On education, it has always been claimed that we 

adopted our curriculum from the colonial masters 

which, somehow, has brought on what is called the 

false paradigm. Now, the African leaders have 

decided to establish their own institution with a 

home-grown curriculum to have graduates who will 

respond to the African needs. This is called the Pan 

African University. The Pan African University has 

five institutions across the five regions. Three are 

already operational. In Central Africa, one is based 

in Yaoundé, Cameroon. The second one is in East 

Africa and based in Nairobi, Kenya. The third is in 

West Africa and based in Nigeria. Algeria will host 

the fourth one which is going to be operational 

towards the end of this year or early next year and 

the last one will be based here in South Africa.  

 

We, as Africans, we have been using a vocabulary 

we are calling óbrain drainô. Now, we are saying let 

us look at the same from a positive aspect. Our 

counterparts call it brain gain. Why can we not also 

call it a brain gain by taking stock of African 

Diasporas, establishing the sectors and industries in 

which they are working and coming up with what is 

called Diasporas data bank? When those people 

retire, they come back to Africa. African countries 

can help them to establish similar institutions to the 

ones they worked for to tap on the skills and 

expertise the gained while they were in the Diaspora. 

 

Secondly, the amount of remittances these people 

send home is much more than the amount of 

remunerations that Africans based in Africa get and 

support their own families. If we can put in place an 

enabling environment, attract them to invest in 

Africa, like other countries have done - I can 

mention a few African countries that are already 

reaping the benefits of such individually, but, now, 

we are saying let us standardise, copy the best 

model, the best practice and replicate it as much as 

possible. Zimbabwe has what is called the home link 
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in which they put in place a mechanism to attract 

their people in the Diaspora to send their remittances 

home. In Ethiopia, if you look at the infrastructure 

in Addis Ababa, the larger share is owned by 

Ethiopians in the Diaspora through similar 

programmes and, therefore, the AU, together with 

the EU, have established a migration policy in which 

the whole purpose is to try to attract those Africans 

who are in the Diaspora to come back home and re-

invest in the continent. With regard to the 

remittances, the African Union is in the process of 

establishing the African Institute for Remittances 

which is going to be based either in Kenya or 

Mauritius following their successful bid to host the 

institution. This institution is going to help to make 

sending money from abroad much easier with 

mutual benefits for both the senders and the 

receiving countries. These are some of the specific 

programmes that can be anchored under the NEPAD 

programme. 

 

However, as we reflect on it, again, ten years later 

you will recall that in May, this year, the leaders 

celebrated the African Union Golden Jubilee in 

which we took stock of initiatives and programmes 

that had been in place since 1963. We interrogated 

success stories and then we are saying where and 

how did we go wrong? Let us project for another 

fifty years and see how we can get Africa out of the 

current situation. This, you heard from the AUC 

Deputy Chairperson I am told. It is called the 

African Agenda 2063 whose aim is to rekindle the 

Spirit of Pan Africanism. I am sure you are very 

much aware that since the end of the political 

struggle or, rather, since the attainment of political 

liberation, we are no longer talking or seeing things 

in the same way. Now, we are saying let us try to 

rekindle that. Some African countries liberated other 

African countries. Now, on economic liberation, 

why can we not pursue the same strategy? Why 

cannot the big brothers help those that are struggling 

to get out of their poor and pathetic situation?  

 

Therefore, the African Heads of State instructed the 

AUC Chairperson to embark on the preparation of 

this long-term Africa-wide plan which is going to be 

themed a Shared Strategic Framework for Equitable 

Growth and Sustainable Development. The 

objective of this is to chart a development trajectory 

for Africa for the next fifty years in order to 

determine the type of Africa whose destiny would 

have been determined by Africans. This aims to 

incorporate the African perspective on the 

development of the UN-wide Post 2015 

Development Agenda. We recognise global 

initiatives and we are saying Africa should speak in 

one voice with a common destiny and common goals 

to be pursued, and when we go to the global fora, 

there should be a common denominator that would 

be coming from Africa. 

 

How is this being approached? One of the challenges 

or, rather, the failure of the previous intervention is 

that we realise that key stakeholders were not 

consulted. Now, to ensure that the Africans owned 

the Agenda 2063, the process is being extremely 

consultative, supported by high level research and 

analytical work. The consultations started in 

September. Among the stakeholders that have 

already been consulted is the African private sector, 

the civil society, the African researchers and think 

tanks, African Diasporas and the African Ministries 

of Planning and Economic Development. As we are 

meeting here this week, the consultations are going 

on in which regional economic communities and 

other AU organs are meeting in Botswana and they 

are being requested to identify their own 

constituencies and present these proposals to the 

constituencies for it to be owned up to the grassroots 

level.  

 

We have also consulted women and youth. We are 

planning to meet the Eminent Persons in Africa and 

the former Heads of State and, of course, the 

Diasporas have already been met. And these are the 

selected milestones and priorities that the AU 

Agenda 2063 aims to realise.  

 

With this, Hon. Members and Hon President of the 

House, I thank you for your time and the opportunity 

to share with you the Poverty Reduction Policies and 

Strategies.  

 

Thank you very much.  

 

Applause          

 

THE THIRD VICE -PRESIDENT: Thank you, Dr 

Kaloko, for your additional policies and 

programmes towards addressing the problem of 

poverty in Africa.  

I shall now allow the debate on the two 

presentations. I have a list of speakers. I will humbly 

remind Hon. Members to stick to three minutes 

intervention. The first on the list is Hon. Shitaye 

Minale Tizazu from Ethiopia. You have the Floor, 

Madam.  

 

HON. SHITAYE MIN ALE TIZAZU  

[ETHIOPIA]: Thank you, Madam President.  

 I would like to thank Dr Takavarasha and Dr 

Kolako for their presentations. They are very good 

presentations on these critical issues. Having said 
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this, I wish to state that the policies and strategies for 

poverty eradication and development in Africa are a 

very important part of the agenda that was 

mentioned by the presenters to us, the African 

Parliamentarians.  

I think, first of all, that we have to be clear enough 

and motivated to play our part effectively as 

Parliamentarians in the PAP or in our respective 

countries. We have to focus more and I would 

especially like to give attention to the building of 

institutions and we need to have a strong system that 

we want to build.  

Thus, we have to be clear with what we have or what 

we do not have in our continent. As it was mentioned 

in the presentation, Africa is a rich continent and we 

have always said that. A variety of resources are 

found in Africa and we always say it but our people 

are starving. That is due to the improper usage and 

management of our resources as well as lack of good 

governance and accountability.  

Poverty eradication activities cannot stand alone. In 

my opinion, that is economic development but it 

needs peace, security and good governance. So, how 

can all these important issues come together? For 

example, if I take my country, Ethiopia, the 

Government has highly concentrated on pro-poor 

activities like agriculture, education, health and 

infrastructure development. So, I think we have to 

be aware and clear about what areas we have to give 

attention and the issues that we have to give priority 

to.  

I have a question for the first presenter. In his 

presentation, he said that predominant agriculture is 

an indicator for poverty reduction, if I am not 

mistaken. So, do you think that giving a priority to 

agriculture cannot be the best means for poverty 

reduction in Africa because reality, as it was 

mentioned, is that 16 per cent of the arable land is in 

Africa of which 79 per cent is uncultivated in the 

continent? So, do we need to give more attention to 

agriculture?  

The other issue that I want to raise is that there are 

plenty of policies, strategies and even the 

information that has been presented is information 

about different platforms or actions. On the basis of 

this, Africa is still behind. We cannot even feed our 

population in this modern 21st century. So, in my 

opinion, we have to find solutions by ourselves and 

not by borrowing from outside. We can always 

lessen our problems to do with, for example, trade 

imbalance, low infrastructure connection, 

instability, insecurity and the like. So, these highly 

educated intellectuals, as mentioned by the second 

presenter, can bring the best practical solutions. In 

fact, practical solutions are for our younger 

generations. I do not expect ready-made solutions, 

but I believe they have to bring the very best and 

practical solutions for our exercise.  

Thank you.  

 

HON. AHAMAT TAHIR AHAMAT [TCHAD]: 

Merci, Madame la Présidente.  

Permettez-moi de remercier les intervenants pour 

leurs exposés très enrichissants. 

Parlant des d®fis li®s au Plan dôaction de Lagos, il y 

a le Programme dôAjustement Structurel du Fond 

Mon®taire International, qui selon lôexposant, sont 

contraignants et imposés aux États africains. 

Je voudrais savoir si lôAfrique ne pourra pas 

sôappuyer sur les blocs r®gionaux et la coop®ration 

Sud-Sud pour se développer et éradiquer la pauvreté. 

Je vous remercie. 

 

HON. PATRICK MWALULA MUCHELEKA 

[ZAMBIA]: Thank you, Madam President. 

In appreciating the two presentations that have been 

made, one thing that I still keep wondering about is 

how, indeed, it is still a paradox that in the midst of 

plenty natural resources, Africa still has so many 

poor people with a manifestation of high levels of 

poverty, hunger and food insecurity.  

Madam President, the first presenter as well as the 

second presenter highlighted a number of 

challenges. Listening to them, I also conclude that, 

to a large extent, what we lack in Africa is good and 

inclusive governance of our natural resources, 

especially that we have concentrated on exporting 

primary commodities without value addition. 

Madam President, we also face the challenge of 

institutional and structural rigidities in most of our 

countries. Therefore, most of our countries in Africa 

have even failed to meet the 2015 Millennium 

Development Goal (MDG) Number one (1) that 

talks about poverty reduction and reducing hunger 

by 50 per cent.  

As a way forward, Madam President, we need to 

seriously look at how we can have inclusive growth 

by way of promoting the agricultural sector. If we 

agree that the agricultural sector is very important 
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for our economic growth and the majority of our 

people in Africa are engaged in it and its related 

activities, then it is a sector that needs to be 

prioritised. Of course, it cannot stand alone. It has to 

be supported by other equally important sectors such 

as education, health, water and sanitation.  

Most importantly, in talking about agriculture, we 

must look at value addition or the growth of agro-

value chains so that we can improve the income of 

the majority of our people that wallow in poverty. 

As we do that, the aspect of improved infrastructure 

and intra-Africa trade, also come in as very 

important factors but, most importantly, I would still 

want to emphasise the aspect of improved and 

inclusive good governance of our natural resources. 

The last speaker talked about Africans in the 

Diaspora. If we are going to bring the people, that 

have gone away, back to Africa, then we should also 

be talking about improving our governance 

architecture in most of our African countries 

because that is one of the reasons those people went 

away. As long as we continue with poor governance, 

we may not be able to attract them back.  

Madam President, I want to end by emphasising the 

aspect of investing in good and inclusive governance 

for us to be able to move forward. 

I thank you, Madam President. 

 

HON. DOMINIC A. B. NITWUL [GHANA]: 

Madam President, let me thank the two presenters 

for opening up our thoughts to a few things 

concerning Africa particularly, issues to do with 

poverty reduction.  

I feel that the Fourth Plan which they call the Lagos 

Plan of Action (LPA) has failed totally. If you look 

at what they were asked to do between 1980 and 

2000, I do not believe that we achieved much. We 

failed to achieve self-determination in agriculture, 

science and technology. We have failed in intra-

Africa trade. We have failed to develop our 

resources and are not sharing any information. 

Madam President, African resources are being 

dissipated not to Africans but people outside. We 

cannot achieve poverty reduction when we have 

refused to strengthen the private sector. Go to most 

African nations and you will realise that the 

Government is still the largest employer. The private 

sector is not being strengthened to employ. If we 

have to move forward, we have to strengthen our 

private sector. Let the private sector be the largest 

employer, educate our young ones and provide them 

with jobs.  

Madam President, we cannot move forward either if 

we fail to eradicate corruption and nepotism within 

Africa. When a few people decide to share the little 

resources, where you have what we, in Africa, call 

the 90-10 Rule where 10 per cent of the people share 

the resources while the other 90 per cent do the work 

and suffer, we will not be able to succeed. We cannot 

also succeed when we just have smaller markets 

within ourselves and pretend that we are going to 

trade. I will give you an example of West Africa.  

In West Africa, we can have a market of about 250 

million people to trade with if we can form one block 

and have free movement of goods and services. 

However, as it is now, some countries even have a 

market of less than two million people. How are you 

going to succeed when you do that?  

We think that it is better to bring things from China, 

Europe and the Americas rather than just across the 

neighbouring countries. Nigeria or Ghana would 

rather bring salt from Brazil than just across from 

each other. If we cannot stop it and cannot improve 

on that, we are going to have problems. 

I thank you. 

 

HON. BAKARY OUATTARA [CÔTE 

DôIVOIRE] : Merci, Monsieur le Président.  

Le problème de la pauvreté et du sous-

d®veloppement de lôAfrique rel¯ve dôune v®ritable 

volonté politique des États africains, et parmi les 

indicateurs de la pauvret®, lôacc¯s ¨ lôautosuffisance 

alimentaire occupe une place capitale.  

Le conf®rencier lôa dit, la grande partie des terres 

arables du monde se trouve en Afrique. Côest 

pourtant en Afrique que la sous-alimentation est plus 

grave.  

Côest vrai que les conditions climatiques sont 

favorables dans certaines localités. Côest pour cela 

quôil faut une v®ritable politique dôint®gration de 

lôAfrique avec une vraie fluidit® transfrontali¯re.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Je suis convaincu que, tant quôil nôy aura pas une 

véritable politique de développement agricole dans 

nos pays où les terres sont pourtant fertiles, et que 

lôon arr°te de privil®gier les importations pour des 

intérêts égoïstes des dirigeants ; tant quôil nôy aura 

pas une réelle volont® dôint®gration des £tats 
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africains, avec une volonté affichée de solidarité 

interafricaine au plan nutritionnel, que les mieux 

nantis climatiquement assistent les plus défavorisés ; 

tant quôil nôy aura pas une application effective de la 

bonne gouvernance, avec régression des conflits 

armés internes, empêchant les populations de 

cultiver leurs terres ; et tant que lô®ducation ne sera 

pas une réelle priorité pour nos gouvernements, 

Monsieur le Président, pour ne citer que ces 

quelques donn®es, lôAfrique ne sortira jamais de la 

pauvreté et du sous-développement.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Les problèmes sont connus, et les stratégies sont 

aussi connues. Beaucoup de réunions ont été tenues, 

il faut tout simplement les appliquer au lieu de les 

ranger dans les tiroirs, une fois rentrés dans les pays 

respectifs.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Vivement le pouvoir législatif pour que le PAP 

puisse véritablement jouer son rôle, en obligeant 

pratiquement les chefs dô£tats ¨ appliquer les 

r®solutions quôils signent eux-mêmes.  

Voici la solution, chers collègues !  

Arrêtons de tourner en rond !                  

Je vous remercie.   

 

HON. CECILIA ATIM -OGWAL [UGANDA]: 

Thank you, Mr President. 

I wish to appreciate the presentations given to us 

concerning the poverty situation in our continent. 

Mr President, I just want to highlight two things. 

Firstly, it is known that Africa is endowed with 

natural resources which are now higher than can be 

found elsewhere in any other continent and yet 

Africa is still wallowing in poverty. I think there is 

something that we, who are trusted with leadership 

at the moment, should address with a bit of 

seriousness to see how we can direct our resources 

to improve the welfare of the people we lead. This is 

a very important matter.  

Mr President, Africaôs ignorance is also being 

exploited. I know that this continent is being invaded 

with this new concept of genetically modified 

production and if this is done, I know that in the rural 

population, people have to keep some seeds for 

planting the following season but the moment we 

expect a poor person to look for money to buy seeds, 

it will not be possible. We will just be making the 

situation of poverty worse than it has been. I think 

the concept of introducing genetically-modified 

production must also be considered. 

Above all - and I want to end with this point - the 

farmers in rural Africa will continue to be poor until 

we come up with a new concept of providing capital 

for them. We cannot expect a poor farmer in a rural 

area to go to town and negotiate loans. They cannot 

manage the conditions of borrowing through the 

banking systems. 

Africa must consider creating farmersô banks where 

farmers can borrow money and can be given special 

concessions knowing very well that the climate in 

our continent is also very unpredictable. 

I thank you, Mr President.   

 

HON. MEAR ALI SIRRO [ETHIOPIA]  

 буЧЮϜ ЌϽЛЮϜ Ϝϻк пЯК еуЯ϶ϜϹгЮϜ ϽЫІϒ дϜ ϸмϜ  ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ  ϜϽЫІ

 ̪̪ ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ ̪ 

  ̪ ϣтϸϝЋϧЦъϜ ϝлзв ϣКнзϧвм ϢϸϹЛϧв  ϞϝϡЂϒ йЮ ϽЧУЮϜ  сзЛв анлУв

уϛуϡЮϜм  ϣуКϝгϧϮъϜ ̪ ϣуЂϝуЃЮϜ ϣуϮϼϝϷЮϜм ϣуЯ϶ϜϹЮϜ ϤϝКϜϿзЮϜ ЩЮϻЪ  ϣ

 ЙтϾнϧЮϜ  ϣЮϝГϡЮϜ сгуЯЛϧЮϜ онϧЃгЮϜ сжϹϦ ϢϜмϽϫЮϜм Э϶ϹЮϜ ЙтϾнϦ ϕЂ

: ϣуАϜϽЦмϽуϡЮϜм ϸϝЃУЮϜ ϣузАнЮϜ ϢϜмϽϫЯЮ ЬϸϝК ϽуПЮϜ-  ев ϞϝϡЂϒ ск

. сжϹϧЮϜ ϞϝϡЂϜ 

  днϦнϦнгт ̬ ϜϺϝгЮ ϝзЃ̳Ужϒ ЬϓЃж дϒ ϹϠыТ ЬнϛЃгЮϜ ев ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ

узАϜнгЮϜ ев Ϥϝϛв сТм ϽгϲъϜм  ϸнЂъϜ ϽϳϡЮϜ сТ ϼϝϳϡЮϜ сТ ̯ϝЦϽО е

) ϤϝвнЮнЯЛгЮϜ ЭϚϝЂм йϧЯЦϝзϦϝв ϟЃϲ ̭ϝзуЂ сТ оϽ϶̳ϒ ϤϝжϝЫв сЃЮϜ

 днϦнгт  ̬ϜϺϝгЮ м ЬнϛЃгЮϜ евм ϤϝвнЯЛгЮϜ  ̭ϝϳжϒ сТм (  рϜ дϒ

 ϥЃуЮ ϝзϦϜϼϝЦ дϖ ϝзЃ̳Ужϒ ЬϓЃж дϒ ϹϠъ ̱дϝϪ бЮϝК пЮϜ блϦϽϯк сТ ϣЦϼϝТъϜ

ϸϼϜнгϠ ϣузО ЭϠ ϢϽуЧТ аϹК" еЫЮм  ϣЯвϝЛЮϜ рϹтъϜм ϣуЛуϡГЮϜ ϝк

 ϝзЃУжϜ ϝжϹϮм сϧЮϜ " ϣϪϼϝЫЮϜ ϝзЮ ϟ̵ϡЂ  рϸϝЋϧЦъϜм сЂϝуЃЮϜ ϼϜϽЧϧЂъϜ

: ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ ϝлуТ-   ̭ϜнϮъϜ ϙулж дϜ ϹϠъ  ϽЧУЮϜ Ϟϼϝϳж сЫЮ

: ϣуЮϝϧЮϜ ϽЊϝзЛЮϜ Ьы϶ ев ЭгЛж дϜм ϣϡЂϝзгЮϜ-  

1-  гЛϧЂъϜ ϝлЧЯ϶ сϧЮϜ ϣЧЯПгЮϜ ϸмϹϳЮϜ ϱϧУж дϒ  ϼϝ  

2-  ϝлЏЛϠ пЯК ϣуЧтϽТъϜ ЬмϹЯЮ ФϜнЂъϜ ϱϧУϦ дϒ 

3-     ϢϿуТ дмϹϠ блϦϼϝЦ сТ еузАϜнгЮϜ ЭЧзϧЮϜ5-  ϣϡЂϝзгЮϜ ϣϛуϡЮϜ ХЯ϶

   ϢϽϳЮϜ ФϜнЂыЮ4-  еуϲыУЮϜ  ϣуЛгϮ ЄϝЛϧжϜ5- еуКϼϜϿгЮϜ ϢϹКϝЃв

   блϧКϜϼϾ ϽтнГϧЮ6-  ϽЧУЮϜ ϹЎ ϭвϜϽϡЮϜ ϽтнГϦм  ЭгЛЮϜ ФнЂ ϣугзϦ

7- ϹЛЮϜм ϢϜмϝЃгЮϜ сКϝгϧϮъϜ ЬϝϯгЮϜ сТ  ϢϒϽгЮϜм ЭϮϽЮϜ еуϠ ϣЮϜ

 сЂϝуЃЮϜ рϸϝЋϧЦъϜм8- .. ϽЧУЮϜ ев ϹϳЯЮ ϣвϜϹϧЃгЮϜ ϣугзϧЮϜ 

 Шϝзкм ЙϯЇт Ϝϻк ЭϠ ϣуЧтϽТъϜ ЬмϹЮϜ Йв еЃϳϦ ЩЮϝзк ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ

 ϣуЂϜϼϹЮϜ ϭкϝзгЮϜ ϼн̵ГϦ сϧЮϜ ЬмϹЮϜ ϝТ  ϹуϮ ЭгК ЬϻϡϦ дϜм  еЃϳϦ

Ϧ ϹϯϦ дϜ ϹϠъ  ϣуϛуϡЮϜм ϣтϸϝЋϧЦъϜм Шϝзк ыϫв  Ϥϓ̮ϹϠ ϝгЪ ϝкϼнГ

 ЙугϮ сТ ϼнГϦ Шϝзк еЫЮм ЬмϽϧϠ ϝлЮ ϥЃуЮ ϝуϠнуϪϜ ыϫв  ЬмϹЮϜ ЍЛϠ

 ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ  етϸϝугЮϜ ЭЪ  сТ ̯ϝтϼϿϮ ̯ϜϽу̳ПϦ оϽж Шϝзкм  етϸϝугЮϜ

 ϻϡж ев ϹϠъ ϞϝкϼъϜм ϽЧУЮϜ Ϟϼϝϳж сЫЮ ϞϝкϼъϜ  ϟЛ̵Ћт ϽЧУЮϜ
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 ϣЮϜϹЛЯЮ ϽЗзж дϜм  ϣЮϝгЛЮϜ ϣЯЫЇв Эϲ м  ϸϝЃУЮϜ ФнЧϲм днжϝЧЮϜ ыКϖм

 ЬнЯϳЮϜ  иϻк ЭЫЮ ϹуІϽЮϜ бЫϳЮϜ ЙϯЇжм ϣуАϜϽЦнгтϹЮϜ ЙуЂнϦм  дϝЃжъϜ

ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ ϜϽЫІм 

 

HON. ISAAC STEPHEN MABILETSA 

[BOTSWANA]: Thank you, Mr President.  

Mr President, looking at the strategies that have been 

employed by our leaders since more than fifty years 

ago, it appears that we are not winning the war on 

poverty eradication. In my own view, I tend to feel, 

respective African Governments are not laying 

proper infrastructure for agriculture, are not 

investing enough in agriculture and we are 

promoting, in a majority of the cases, subsistence 

agricultural practices which are not taking us 

nowhere despite the fact that we are endowed with 

such rich lands and rivers and, in some regions, rainy 

seasons that are almost throughout the year. So, I 

believe, Mr President, that we need to do more in 

terms of investing in agriculture. That is my first 

point. 

My second point is that, Mr President, recently when 

I was coming from the Central African Republic, in 

the aircraft, we were handed magazines. One of the 

magazines which I read was the Newsweek 

Magazine. It was reporting about the United Nations 

Panel of Experts who were discussing the issue of 

poverty in Africa. One of the leading experts is a son 

of this neighbouring country, Professor Arthur 

Mutambara, among others.  

What they were saying was that because we are 

endowed with so much raw materials and we are not 

beneficiating them, in other words, we are not 

developing industries locally, we are shipping them 

abroad. By so doing, while we have the benefit of 

gaining quick revenue that we want to use to run the 

Government, the value that we get out of exporting 

these raw materials, we are losing ten times as much 

than if we were investing. That means we are not 

getting full benefits, by exporting these resources 

that we have, not getting the right revenue value that 

we ought to get.  

I know Professor Turak who was once a Member of 

this House. He has written articles on this issue and 

he has been consistently talking about beneficiating 

Africaôs raw materials. You know, people that are 

just doing small tillage of land like that never 

graduate from poverty and even the schemes that are 

employed by some countries to mitigate the effects 

of poverty never lets our people that are poverty 

stricken graduate from it.  

This is a challenge that, Mr President, Africa should 

be considering because without really taking proper 

mitigation schemes, we are going to go in the wrong 

way and we are not going to succeed in doing this. I 

recall, during the apartheid era, here, in South 

Africa, P.W. Botha saying Africa is getting chicken 

feed loans while, in South Africa, they are doing 

mega loans for commercial projects which has more 

value to the nation.  

I thank you Mr. President.  

 

HON. DR. BERNADETTE LAHAI [SIERRA 

LEONE]: I thank you, Mr President. 

 I also want to thank the presenters for their 

presentations. My contribution will be based on 

agriculture research because that is what I have 

known and done my whole life before coming to 

Parliament. 

Mr President, if we look within the CAADP 

programme, the fourth pillar places a lot of emphasis 

on research. How can farmers move from 

subsistence to commercial farming? It cannot 

happen and never will if they are not provided with 

improved technologies and techniques of 

production, sustainable land management and 

efficient water use. This is why agriculture research 

is very important.  

However, it is sad to note that African Heads of State 

have not given agriculture research the importance 

that it deserves. Yes, we have been told that a few 

countries have reached the target of reducing 

poverty by half. Some have even reached the target 

of the Maputo threshold of 10 per cent budgetary 

provision for agriculture, but it suffices to say that 

despite this target, agriculture research still remains 

relegated to the periphery and yet no country is 

going to move with regards to their full self-

sufficiency in agriculture without the continuous 

injection of research.. 

For example, we all know that because of the Nerica 

Rice, the new rice of Africa, that was invented or 

produced by Professor Monti- Jones, today, rice 

production has tripled or quadrupled. The evidence 

is all there. However, what actually worries me is 

that our African Heads of State seem unworried 

because the examples are there. Recently, they 

pledged to contribute US$10,000 to the budget of 

the Forum for Agriculture Research in Africa 

(FARA). This is the institution under the fourth 
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pillar of CAADP that is responsible for giving 

direction in agriculture research in Africa. Only two 

countries, Ghana and Sierra Leone, have been able 

to meet this target. What is US$10,000 annually to 

this budget when some Heads of State can buy one 

pair of shoe for US$10,000 or even host a birthday 

party for a one-year old son or daughter that exceeds 

US$10,000? They prefer that we should move 

agriculture from where we are now and yet we 

cannot. 

 

Mr Speaker and Hon. Members, it is my fervent wish 

that, in the not too distant future, we will bring 

FARA into this Parliament to tell us what it is doing 

so that Members will be aware that this is an 

important institution and that they should urge our 

respective Governments to live up to their 

expectations. 

I thank you very much. 

 

HON. VINCENT DABILGOU [BURKINA 

FASO] : Merci, Monsieur le Président. 

Je voudrais, avec votre autorisation, que vous me 

permettiez de féliciter les deux conférenciers, parce 

quôils ont, en tout cas, d®peint une situation sur un 

sujet très, très préoccupant pour le développement 

de lôAfrique. 

Côest vrai, lô®tat des lieux quôils ont posé interpelle. 

Je pense que les pays africains doivent se 

d®terminer, doivent sôengager, doivent forger de 

nouvelles politiques. Je crois que côest ce qui sôest 

traduit avec le plan dôengagement de Lagos. 

Mais côest vrai, nous ne devons pas oublier que la 

lutte contre la pauvreté reste un sujet très complexe. 

Il est complexe, et je crois que côest ce que 

lôHonorable Dr LAHAI venait de pr®senter tout ¨ 

lôheure. 

Cette lutte est complexe tant que les pays africains 

restent sous-développés, restent techniquement et 

scientifiquement en dehors du marché mondial de la 

technologie. 

Les pays africains doivent prendre conscience et 

sôen convaincre que nos pays ont ®t® colonis®s. Nos 

pays ont été exploités, spoliés, dominés 

culturellement et économiquement. Aujourdôhui 

encore, nos pays restent sous la domination du 

néocolonialisme, mais aussi sous la domination de 

la mauvaise gouvernance. 

Je pense que côest ce qui fait que, lors du Sommet de 

Copenhague sur le développement social, la 

communauté internationale ï vous vous rappelez ï 

avez clairement dit quôelle serait incapable dôaider 

les pays africains à éradiquer totalement la pauvreté. 

Ça a été dit ! 

Côest pour cela que je soutiens la communication 

donn®e, tout ¨ lôheure, par les deux pr®sentateurs, en 

disant que les pays africains doivent élaborer des 

plans nationaux et régionaux. Mais nous devons 

savoir que ces plans nationaux et régionaux 

souffrent de pressions extérieures de la part des 

bailleurs de fonds, et surtout des ONG qui ont la 

malice de nous entraîner vers des plans qui sont en 

dehors de nos r®alit®s socioculturelles. Côest cela la 

v®rit® au niveau de lôensemble des plans que nous 

exposons, en général, au niveau des grandes 

conférences. 

Je soutiens que nous devions comprendre que 

finalement le développement nôest rien dôautre 

quôun processus de renforcement de capacit®. Côest 

pour cela que, quand on parle développement, je 

vois lô®ducation. Quand on parle d®veloppement, je 

vois alphabétisation. Quand on parle 

développement, je vois des universités. Quand on 

parle développement, je vois des laboratoires de 

recherche, parce que nous devons nous 

autodéterminer en Afrique pour prendre en charge 

notre développement, et apprendre aussi à dire non 

à certaines aides, à certaines idées qui ne font que 

pourrir nos plans de développement, et qui nous 

empêchent de nous [Temps de parole épuisé]. 

 

 

HON. AWAD HAG ALI AHMED [SUDAN]:  

Thank you very much, Mr President.   

To me, the challenges in poverty eradication are not 

the policies or strategies.  The causes are well 

defined and agreeable. The challenges are on 

implementation of these strategies and policies. Due, 

firstly, to the bad governance, as indicated by many 

Members of this House, it has its bad implications in 

decreasing the gap between poor and wealthy people 

and this can block foreign investors.   

Secondly, there is lack of good research in 

agriculture, as indicated by Hon.  Lahai.  We should 

effect it in the law. When compared to Asia or 

Europe, we have seen that most of our good African 

researchers stay in industrialised countries because 

of the attractive environment they give them. For the 
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unpredictable climate, this is due to the bad 

influence of the industrialised countries on the 

environment which has sometimes led to a lot of 

rains which destroy our villages and infrastructure 

and, sometimes, led to water shortage.   

Mr President, people come from different countries 

to take our goods at a very low price and bring them 

back at a very high price.  That is why we should 

negotiate with these countries to support African 

countries to raise their productivity and build 

infrastructure such as dams and irrigation systems.  

This support should not come to us as a donation. It 

is our right. It should come as compensation for their 

bad use of the environment and the use of our good 

resources in their countries.  On the other hand, the 

PAP and the national Parliaments should work hard 

to ensure that there is good governance because, as 

indicated in this House by many presenters, bad 

governance is one of the many reasons there is an 

increase in poverty.   

Thank you very much, Mr President. 

 

HON. TSEPO MONETHI [LESOTHO]: Thank 

you, Mr President, for allowing me this opportunity 

to say a few words and I would also like to extend 

my thanks to the two presenters who actually 

presented very eloquently.  

As it has been said, there have been the 

establishment of associations for co-operation 

within this Africa like SADC, ECOWAS and others 

but, up to today, they have not been able to help the 

continent with eradicating poverty. It is clear and it 

has already been said by most of the Hon. Members 

who have spoken before me that these meetings and 

summits where we make resolutions and 

conventions and not implement, them does not help 

Africa. 

One good example is the Maputo Declaration where 

it was agreed that at least 10 per cent of the fiscal 

annual budget be given to agriculture in order to 

develop structures but that has not happened with 

most of the African countries.   

One other thing that is still lacking is the framework 

for the minimal intra-African economic linkages 

whereby we find that it is really difficult to trade 

with a neighbouring country due to some laws that 

are made by these revenue authorities within the 

continent. It makes the trading and eradication of 

poverty very difficult.  

One other thing will be recommendations from 

bodies such as the IMF whereby they make 

recommendations which are not meant to help 

Africa develop. For instance, they will recommend 

to governments to their estate, claiming that the 

locals will be able to buy shares in those state 

properties. However, when those state properties are 

being sold, it is only foreigners who will have the 

chance to buy them and that means all the benefits 

of the state properties still go outside the continent.  

Another issue is the dependency on foreign donors 

whereby they set terms which favour the external 

donors. This does not help in developing Africa.  

Another thing that was said which is important to me 

is that of engaging Africans in the Diaspora, but 

before you can do that, we need to ensure that, 

indeed, we apply zero tolerance to corruption as 

African Governments and make sure that we leave 

these legacies of nepotism that we have. 

 I thank you Mr. President.  

 

HON. DAOUDA TOUR£ [CĎTE DôIVOIRE] : 

Monsieur le Président, il y a un contraste évident. 

Nous sommes un continent riche, mais la grande 

majorité de nos populations est pauvre.  

Si nous voulons sortir de la pauvreté, nous devons 

changer dôattitude. Nous devons penser que nous ne 

sommes pas condamnés à être des pauvres. Nous 

devons changer la manière dont on se regarde. Nous 

devons avoir une vision. Oui ! Nous avons une 

vision, une vision pour les prochaines cinquante 

ann®es côest bien, tr¯s bien dôailleurs. 

Aussi, je propose que lôAfrique aille plus vite car le 

reste du monde ne nous attend pas. Avec les 

nouvelles technologies, tout est constant, tout est en 

mouvement. 

Si lôenjeu est de d®finir une vision, une strat®gie et 

un plan dôactions pour sortir nos populations 

africaines de cette pauvreté, cet enjeu doit prendre 

en compte notre destin qui doit être déterminé par 

les Africains eux-mêmes à tous les niveaux. 

LôUnion africaine et les organisations r®gionales 

doivent, à travers les législateurs que nous sommes, 

faire des lois harmonisées, suivies et évaluées. 

Les gouvernements à travers la bonne gouvernance, 

la paix sociale, les programmes dôappui ¨ 

lôagriculture, ¨ lôagro-industriel et ¨ lôindustrie par 

les nationaux eux-mêmes, le soutien de prix aux 

paysans, la formation des jeunes agriculteurs 

modernes et des jeunes agricultrices aussi, la gestion 

efficiente des terres contre lôarriv®e des 
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multinationales surtout asiatiques ï je vois la Chine 

arriver en Afrique ï le transport surtout maritime, 

combien de pays parmi nos pays ont une flotte 

maritime ? Il nôy en a pas beaucoup, même 

lôaviation, il nôy a pas beaucoup de pays qui ont des 

lignes aériennes. Si elles existent, elles sont très 

pauvres et au niveau de la spéculation boursière, sur 

les matières premières, nous devons influencer le 

marché des ressources et des matières premières et 

non subir les aléas des marchés de Londres et de 

Chicago où nous sommes absents.  

Nous devons donc donner des bourses à nos enfants 

pour intégrer ce milieu du trading international. 

Sinon un jour, ils refuseront dôacheter notre café, 

notre cacao à des prix raisonnables comme ce fut le 

cas en 1986 o½ lô®conomie de la C¹te dôIvoire avait 

été asphyxiée par le marché international. 

Oui, notre bonheur est entre nos mains ! Nous 

parlons beaucoup dôagriculture, mais il ne faut pas 

oublier lôindustrie, les mines, le p®trole. On nous 

endorme avec les problèmes de ventre et les 

probl¯mes de faim. Côest vrai quôon doit manger, 

mais il ne faut pas oublier que les gens sont en train 

dôexploiter nos mines, notre p®trole. Il faut quôon se 

réveille ! Il faut quôon se r®veille car le monde 

avance et nous devons avancer avec ce monde. 

Je vous remercie.  

 

HON. MOHAMED ALI FOULIEH [DJIBOUTI] 

: Merci, Monsieur le Pr®sident, de môavoir donn® la 

parole. 

Je remercie les intervenants de nous avoir présenté 

un exposé assez clair. Je reprends quelques éléments 

qui ont ®t® expos®s, pour dire que lôagriculture est 

certes, la base de tout développement, mais la 

pauvreté et la sous-alimentation ï pour ne pas dire la 

famine ï d®coulent de lôabsence dôune politique des 

pays africains, notamment le faible financement 

dans le secteur primaire tel que lôagriculture.  

Les organisations r®gionales doivent °tre lôun des 

leviers pour redynamiser une politique agricole. Je 

constate en effet, que de grands pays comme le 

Soudan pourrait nourrir toute lôAfrique, si lôon y 

investie les moyens nécessaires.  

Lôinstabilit® politique, la lutte et la violence 

engendrées par la compétition politique constituent 

aussi lôun des facteurs de la pauvret®.  

Les questions de lô®ducation, de fuite des cerveaux, 

de la place de la femme dans la politique de 

développement sont également un facteur de 

pauvreté.  

Je pense quôil y a actuellement un probl¯me qui se 

pose avec acuité et auquel un nouveau problème est 

venu sôajouter. Il sôagit de la question de 

lôaccaparement des terres arables par les puissances 

étrangères ou par des sociétés multinationales. Alors 

que d®j¨ lôagriculture dans les pays africains est tr¯s 

faible, on assiste à cette cession des terres à certains 

pays étrangers qui viennent sôaccaparer de toutes les 

terres arables en Afrique.  

À quand donc une protection de ces terres et un 

soutien aux agriculteurs africains ?  

Je voudrais savoir donc, pourquoi le Parlement 

panafricain ne peut pas légiférer dans ce sens en 

élaborant une proposition de loi pour protéger les 

terres arables ? 

Pourquoi ne pas disposer de recommandations faites 

dans les grands sommets au niveau mondial ?  

Je constate avec regrets, que nous sommes la 

seconde Institution représentant les peuples africains 

en dehors de la Conf®rence des Chefs dô£tats.  

Alors que dans les grands sommets mondiaux, les 

grands experts se bousculent, ici, certes nous 

sommes contents que les experts viennent, mais je 

crois que  le temps accordé à la lutte contre la 

pauvret® nôest pas suffisant ; il faut au minimum 

deux jours. Il aurait fallu disposer de deux jours pour 

échanger avec les experts sur les politiques 

nationales ï ce qui est intéressant, ce qui a réussi 

dans un pays africain et qui peut lô°tre dans un autre 

pays africain ï si nos expériences [Temps de parole 

épuisé]. 

(Applaudissements) 

 

HON. KHALIFA SULEIMAN KHALIFA 

[TANZANIA]: Mheshimiwa Rais, nashukuru.  

Nami niungane na wenzangu katika kuwapongeza 

waliotoa mada.  

Mheshimiwa Rais, umasikini wa Bara la Afrika 

unachangiwa na mambo mengi.  Kwa mfano, suala 

la kilimo bado halijapewa kipaumbele ipasavyo 

katika Bara letu.  Watu wetu wengi bado wanalima 

kwa kutumia jembe la mkono, wanakosa madawa, 

wanakosa mbolea, vitu kama hivi bado pia 

vinasaidia sana kuwarudisha nyuma wakulima. Hata 

mazao yanayozalishwa na watu wetu, yanakosa 

masoko ndani ya Bara la Afrika, na pale yanapopata 
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masoko, basi yanapangiwa bei na wakubwa na hivyo 

utakuta hakuna kinachopatikana. 

Mheshimiwa Rais, baya zaidi ni uwajibikaji wa 

viongozi wetu katika Bara la Afrika. Kwa mfano, 

sote ni mashahidi hapa kwamba nchi zetu nyingi 

zinachukua mikopo na misaada kutoka Mataifa 

makubwa, mikopo ambayo mwisho wa siku 

inalipwa na wanyonge waliopo katika nchi zetu.  

Lakini mikopo na misaada hii inaishia mikononi 

mwa wajanja wachache tu ambao wanafaidika wao 

na familia zao, na matokeo yake wananchi walio 

wengi mwisho wa siku wanabeba mzigo wa kulipa 

mikopo ambayo wala hawakufaidika nayo. 

Mheshimiwa Rais, lingine ni biashara. Nchi ili 

iendelee inahitaji kufanya biashara, inahitaji 

kukusanya kodi vizuri na zile ambazo labda zina 

utajiri wa kimaumbile kama madini na mafuta na 

gesi au kilimo. 

Mheshimiwa Rais, kodi katika nchi za Kiafrika 

hazikusanywi ipasavyo.  Wale wenye uwezo wa 

kibiashara na wanaoweza kuwapa rushwa wakubwa 

wanakwepa kodi.  Utakuta katika bajeti zetu zote, 

misamaha ya kodi inachukua sehemu kubwa sana ya 

bajeti zetu.  Hali hii inarudisha nyuma sana watu 

wetu, kwa sababu kodi zile kama zingepatikana 

zingesaidia kwenye kilimo na miradi mbalimbali.   

Lakini kosa lingine ambalo linafanyika ni kudharau 

suala zima la viwanda.  Viwanda katika Bara letu 

leo, vingi vimekufa na mwisho wake tunaagiza 

bidhaa. 

Mheshimiwa Rais, inashangaza sana! Hivi kweli 

Waafrika hawawezi kuzalisha kuku wa nyama 

mpaka kuku wa nyama waletwe kutoka Brazil katika 

mahoteli makubwa ya leo katika Bara hili?  Hili ni 

suala la uwajibikaji.  Tumewaachia sana wawekezaji 

wafanye wanavyotaka, matokeo yake wanaona Bara 

hili ni jalala, wanakuja wanatupa wanachotaka, na 

wanafanya wanavyotaka.  Ni lazima sasa tubadilike. 

Bajeti za nchi zetu zitoe kipaumbele kwenye elimu, 

kilimo na miundombinu. Mambo haya yakifanyika, 

yanaweza kusaidia sana uchumi wa watu wetu. 

Mheshimiwa Rais, lingine pia ni kuhusu hawa watu 

walioko nje (Diaspora). Mpaka lini tuna kigugumizi 

cha kutoa uraia wa nchi mbili katika Bara letu? Mtu 

hawezi kuwa yuko Ulaya, anapata maendeleo 

makubwa, lakini unataka aje awekeze kwao wakati 

wewe unamkataa kuwa kule sio kwao. Hawezi kuja! 

Lakini kama wote tutaruhusu uraia wa nchi mbili, 

watu wataona kwao ni kwao na kule waliko ni kwao. 

Mheshimwa Rais, nakushukuru sana. (Makofi) 

 

HON. NOURENOU ATCHADE [BÉNIN]  : 

Merci, Monsieur le Président.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Je voudrais, à mon tour, féliciter les deux orateurs 

qui nous ont présenté ce bon document.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Le 9 septembre 2013, ¨ Maputo, lôAlliance pour une 

Révolution Verte en Afrique a lancé son premier 

rapport sur lô®tat de lôagriculture en Afrique. De ce 

rapport, nous retenons les mêmes statistiques, les 

mêmes constats que ce que vient de nous livrer le 

Représentant de lôOrganisation des Nations-Unies 

pour lôAlimentation et lôAgriculture (FAO), le Dr 

Tobias. On peut retenir :  

- « plus grande disponibilité de terres arables en 

Afrique » ;  

- « faible utilisation dôengrais min®raux, environ 

dix-sept kilogrammes ¨ lôhectare » ;  

- « agriculture pluviale tributaire des 

changements climatiques », etc. 

Si nous nous accordons sur ce constat, et que nous 

retenons que le d®veloppement de lôagriculture peut 

contribuer à la réduction de la pauvreté, que faisons-

nous alors ?  

Que faisons-nous pour faire développer 

lôagriculture ?  

Que faisons-nous pour que, dans les universités, 

dans les écoles, nous aidions à la recherche 

scientifique ?  

Monsieur le Président,  

Que faisons-nous pour que nous réduisions le taux 

dôimportation en Afrique, qui est aujourdôhui de 70 

%, a dit le deuxième communicateur ? 

Monsieur le Président,  

Après ce constat, je voudrais poser quelques 

questions à Monsieur le Représentant de la FAO.  

 

La première question :  

Est-il possible que la FAO fasse obligation aux 

nations dôAfrique de respecter lôAccord de Maputo 

de 2003, qui demande aux nations de consacrer 10 

% de leur budget ¨ lôagriculture ? 
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La deuxième question :  

Quelle est la relation entre la FAO et le Programme 

Alimentaire Mondial (PAM) ? 

Nôest-il pas plus profitable ¨ lôAfrique que le PAM 

investisse plutôt dans la [Temps de parole épuisé]. 

 

HON. MANCHOLU MOLEMOHI 

[LESOTHO]: I thank you, Mr President and I thank 

the presenters for their reports. 

Mr President, food security is one of Africaôs most 

pressing concerns and needs to be taken into 

consideration in the short to medium-term.  

The future sustainability of farming is vital in 

Africaôs continued growth and fight against poverty. 

There is also a need to support smaller, emerging 

farmers especially women. 

Mr President, there is also a need to study the impact 

of climate change in Africa and seek solutions that 

will enable agriculture to remain sustainable. 

In conclusion, agriculture research is required as an 

important investment which continually provides 

services to the agricultural sector to produce good 

quality products at the right yields and at the right 

time while enabling access to markets. 

I thank you.   

 

HON. GALLICAN NIYONGANA [RWANDA] :  

Monsieur le Président,  

Nous faisons partie de ces leaders du continent 

africain qui sont particulièrement interpellés pour 

apporter une contribution en vue de bien conduire ce 

chantier de lô®radication de la pauvret®, c'est-à-dire 

que tous les leaders africains devraient prendre le 

devant et conjuguer les efforts en vue de créer un 

cadre politique favorable ¨ lô®panouissement de tout 

un chacun, tout en réservant une place de choix à la 

femme et aux jeunes. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Pour cela, les politiques, les stratégies et les 

programmes déclinés dans tous les secteurs 

devraient mettre le citoyen au centre du 

développement, non seulement en tant que 

b®n®ficiaire, mais aussi en qualit® dôacteur.  

Ceci permettra ¨ la population de sôapproprier ces 

programmes les concernant, une condition sine qua 

non pour obtenir leur adhésion et aussi réussir leur 

mise en îuvre. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Un autre point que je voudrais souligner ï qui ne doit 

pas être occulté ï est une question relative au 

contrôle des naissances. Ce problème ne concerne 

pas que le nombre dôenfants ou la densit® de la 

population.  

Le contrôle des naissances renvoie aussi et surtout à 

la qualité de la population et au développement 

durable, eu ®gard ¨ lôincidence de la pression 

démographique sur certains indicateurs de 

développement ï entre autres ï lô®ducation, la sant®, 

la s®curit® alimentaire, le ch¹mage, lô®migration, 

lôenvironnement, etc.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Quôon le veuille ou non, tous les pays africains 

surpeuplés ou non, sont tous concernés par cette 

question qui pèse lourdement sur nos maigres 

®conomies et risque m°me dôannihiler les acquis 

actuels et escomptés. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Au sein du Parlement rwandais, nous avons mis sur 

pied un Forum des Parlementaires qui nous permet 

de parler haut et fort de ce problème et je vous 

affirme que ce plaidoyer a ouvert les yeux à un grand 

nombre de décideurs. 

Merci, Monsieur le Président.  

 

HON. RABIA ISSA BINEGDE [ETHIOPIA]:  

Thank you, Mr President for giving me the Floor.  I 

also wish to thank the two presenters for making 

good presentations. 

Poverty is a threat on our continent, Africa.  

However, African countries are not giving attention 

to this problem.  The reason I say this is that many 

African countries are ignorant of our productive 

force who are the youth and women.  This force 

cannot participate in economic, political and social 

development and will not benefit from it.  Because 

of this, many African youths migrate to different 

continents. To this end, they become the target of 

terrorism.   

In our continent, there is a great unemployment 

problem especially with the youth and women.  With 

solving these problems, we cannot eradicate 

poverty.  In other words, our youthsô behaviour has 
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not changed.  They focus on only government 

employment. They are not creating their own job 

opportunities.   So, we have to work to change the 

attitude of our youths so that they become competent 

with their education and creativeness. This can only 

be achieved when African countriesô leaders are 

keen and work towards this achievement.  So, what 

is the role of the PAP in achieving this goal? This 

issue can be answered through policies and 

strategies of poverty reduction.   

Thank you, Mr. President. 

 

HON. THABANG LINUS KHOLUMO 

[LESOTHO]: Thank you, Mr President.  

A lot has been said about this very important topic 

that is being debated today and I want to commend, 

through you, Mr President, this August House, for 

their bravery in talking about poverty eradication as 

against the belief of other people that we should only 

talk about poverty reduction or poverty alleviation. 

So, surely, this is an indication that we are serious 

about Africa.  

Mr President Africa is not poor. Africa is endowed 

with a lot of resources like I said when we were 

talking about the Agenda 2063 but what is the 

problem is that we have been brainwashed by the 

colonisers. They fragmented Africa and gave us 

their education so that we remain their servants. 

They gave us their languages which we continue to 

use even today. They divided Africa into the fifty-

four small markets and they made us abandon our 

means of living. I was delighted when one of the 

presenters indicated that there is a Pan African 

University which I believe will help to address our 

problems. The move to integrate Africa is, of course, 

the answer to most of the problems that we have.  

Mr President, it is time for us to look into doing 

away with the colonial borders to promote the unity 

of Africa, promote intra-trade in Africa and, of 

course, ease the movement of Africans. The problem 

here, Mr President, is with the rigidity of our leaders. 

They enjoy leading these small fragments and 

making plans and promises which are never 

implemented. Mr President, the challenges faced by 

the Lagos Plan of Action still prevail. I need not go 

through all of them one by one, but all of them still 

prevail. We elect governments but the IMF remains 

the super government and we do not see progress in 

Africa because the IMF, in my opinion, is the 

stumbling block. 

Thank you.      

HON. MOHAMED YOUSIF ABDULLAH 

[SUDAN]: Thank you very much Mr President.  

I would like to start by thanking the two presenters 

for these eloquent presentations and I would like to 

start by questioning the ability of the AU and the 

PAP in the implementation of AU policies. We plan 

properly but we are very poor in implementing. 

What efforts are being put in place by the AU in 

implementing these policies? What efforts are being 

put in place by the AU in order to co-operate closely 

with the PAP in two areas; firstly, in the area of 

Parliamentary monitoring to allocate resources for 

the implementation of these policies and, secondly, 

harmonisation of laws and policies of the AU within 

respective national policies.  

I do not see that there is a clear vision. They say that 

you plan your work and implement, and work to 

your plan. This is not there. The AU is planning 

properly but not implementing its plans.  

Mr President, I would like the second question to go 

to my brothers. According to a research and report 

that came up from another study in 2000, it was 

stated clearly that the cause of poverty cause in 

underdeveloped countries and the developing 

countries is trade in commodities. This is the basic 

factor but we are trading in these primary 

commodities. We are not adding value and, 

therefore, we are not going to be prosperous. We are 

always going to be poor.  

Therefore, I think that the recommendations were 

clear in that area. One has do with giving priority to 

human development skills in the context of 

improving our capacities to innovations and 

improving our capacities in the area of research. 

This is not done and I think this is one of the areas 

which we should, as a Parliament, start to work on. 

How can we put more money in the education of 

innovations and how can we put more money in the 

education of research? These are two very important 

areas as a Parliament and the AU. This is very 

important. 

The next important issue, before the microphone 

goes off, which is also very important in relation to 

this, is what we can do to develop good technologies 

relevant to our resources and what baseline data is 

needed for the plan because I can see that we do lack, 

really, the baseline information about the African 

resources. Then we can help our countries to 

properly plan and implement good policies.  

Thank you very much, Mr President.   
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HON. ELIZABETH AGYEMAN [GHANA]: I 

thank you Mr President. I also thank the presenters 

for the good presentations that they have made. 

What we have heard today is not different from what 

we have heard before. People always come here to 

give us lectures about poverty eradication. It is one 

thing to discuss issues in Maputo and Abuja and 

another to put them into practice in our various 

countries.  

All that they are saying is about the eradication of 

poverty in this society. Presenters always come to 

Parliamentarians. If I asked them why they are here 

today, they would say it is because we are closer to 

the people and know their problems. However, what 

are they also doing for Parliamentarians? We also 

need their support to be able to go down to our 

people, talk to them and try to advise them to go into 

agriculture. 

One of the presenters said that we have fertile land 

in Africa but it is not easy to begin agriculture if you 

do not have the resources. Agriculture should be 

made lucrative enough to attract people. These days, 

the youth are not ready to go into agriculture because 

they prefer to go outside, work and bring some 

money to their family. As he mentioned, brain drain 

is also killing us. 

 Mr President, I think that we have to get processing 

machines. This is very important. When you go 

down to their farms, people need irrigation schemes, 

good roads and transportation. Some people can get 

their produce ready but have no means of transport. 

This is killing agriculture. Therefore, I plead with 

them that whatever they go to discuss, they should 

make sure that they bring all these issues on board 

and go down to the people in their various countries. 

If they support us, as Parliamentarians, we will also 

support our people and work with them to go into 

agriculture. 

Mr President, I thank you.  

 

HON. BERNADETA KASABAGO 

MUSHASHU [TANZANIA]:  Mheshimiwa Rais, 

ahsante sana kwa kunipa nafasi na mimi niweze 

kuchangia. 

Mheshimiwa Spika, nchi nyingi za Kiafrika ni 

masikini. Uchumi wa nchi nyingi sasa hivi katika 

Afr ika inasemekana kwamba unakua, lakini watu 

wake wanaendelea kuwa masikini. Kwa hiyo, ina 

maana kwamba ukuaji mkuu wa uchumi hauendani 

na upunguzaji wa umasikini kwa watu wetu wa 

Afrika. 

Mheshimiwa Rais, nchi nyingi zina mipango ya 

kuondoa umasikini. Umoja wa Afrika wamepitisha 

mipango mingi tu na mikataba ya kupunguza 

umasikini, lakini: Je, kweli umasikini unaendelea 

kupungua au watu wanaendelea kuwa masikini?  

 

Mheshimiwa Rais, kuna mipango ya kupunguza 

umasikini; kuna Maputo Protocol, kuna Post-2015 

Development Agenda, na sasa kuna Ajenda ya 2063. 

Je, kweli nchi zetu zilizoridhia hii mikataba, 

zinaitekeleza? Ili kuweza kuondoa umasikini ni 

lazima tuhakikishe kwamba hii mikataba 

inatekelezwa katika nchi zetu. 

 

Mheshimiwa Rais, zaidi ya asilimia 80 ya Waafrika 

ni wafugaji, wakulima na wavuvi. Kama tunataka 

kuondoa umasikini Afrika, lazima mipango ya 

kuondoa umasikini iwalenge hawa watu walio 

wengi. Nakubaliana na watu kwamba kweli Afrika 

tunahitaji uwekezaji mkubwa kwenye kilimo kama 

foreign direct investment in land, lakini uwekezaji 

wa aina hii hauwezi kumsaidia Mwafrika mmoja 

mmoja kumwondolea umasikini, utawanufaisha 

wale wawekezaji.  

 

Mheshimiwa Rais, hebu tufikirie, zaidi ya asilimia 

70 ya chakula tunachokula Afrika kinalimwa na 

hawa wakulima wadogo wadogo. Kwa hiyo, kama 

tunataka kuondoa umasikini katika Afrika, 

tuwalenge hawa wakulima wadogo wadogo. 

Tuhakikishe katika nchi zetu tumeweka mipango 

waweze kupata ardhi, waweze kulima, waache 

kulima na jembe la mkono, waanze kulima na trekta, 

tuwezeshe mabenki mbalimbali yaweze kufungua 

mifuko au madirisha ambayo yatawezesha hawa 

wakulima wapate mikopo midogo na mikubwa 

ambayo ina riba nafuu na masharti nafuu.  Bila 

kufanya hivyo, watalima na wataendelea kuwa 

masikini. 

 

Sisi wenyewe Waheshimiwa Wabunge tuna kazi ya 

kufanya. Lazima tuhakikishe kwamba hii mikataba 

mbalimbali inayopitishwa katika Afrika inakuwa 

translated katika vitendo. Tuhakikishe katika nchi 

zetu kwamba kuna mipango mbalimbali ambayo 

itaweza kutusaidia na kuendeleza kilimo, lakini vile 

vile lazima tuhakikishe kwamba kuna mabenki 

ambayo yanakubali kuwakopesha wakulima, na vile 

vile lazima tuhakikishe sisi kama Wabunge 

tunapitisha bajeti ya kutosha kuweza kuinua kilimo 

na hapo tutaweza kuondoa umasikini. 
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Mheshimiwa Rais, ahsante sana kwa kunipa nafasi.  

(Makofi) 

 

HON. WONDIMU GEZAHEGN 

GEBREMICHAEL [ETHIOPIA]: Thank you, Mr 

President, for giving me this opportunity. 

I also thank the presenters for their wonderful 

presentations. If possible, Mr President, we need a 

hard copy of the formal presentations. 

Mr President, having this poverty eradication policy 

for Africa is very important. In my country, 

Ethiopia, we call poverty an enemy because it 

exposes people to so many things. It exposes people 

to conflicts, unwanted beliefs, especially for Al-

Shababs, migration and many other things. Because 

of this, we call it our enemy. Poverty is an enemy for 

Ethiopians and for Africans. 

To eradicate this, we have to focus on agriculture 

because the reality in Africa is that 60 per cent of our 

population lives in rural areas. The rural areas 

depend on agriculture and because of this objective 

reality, we have to focus on agriculture.  

When we focus on agriculture, we also have to focus 

on individual households. We have to address the 

issue individually by transforming farmers from the 

traditional agricultural system to a scientific 

agricultural system. 

In order to have this, our farmers have to use 

technology. To use technology requires money so 

we have to provide them with financial support. We 

also have to train our farmers. Most of our farmers 

are illiterate and, therefore, cannot use technology 

unless we train them. So, we have to train them and 

then when we train them we have to focus on all 

households. 

When we went to one area, we found that one 

household would have six or seven members. In 

many areas that we see, training is only given to 

farmers so this ... 

 

HON. HENRY WILLIE YALLAH [LIBERIA]: I 

thank you, Mr President and distinguished 

colleagues. This has been a long history about 

Africa. Like the speaker from Ghana said, it is a 

culture for people to present to us the desk profile 

about poverty in Africa. I believe, strongly, that we, 

as leaders, are speaking more than we are acting. 

Even in some of our weak ways, we can start on the 

job on our own and it can work. 

Our education is so much labour than 

entrepreneurial based. There has been no time that 

we teach our younger people how to grow a small 

thing so that it becomes bigger. Therefore, they do 

not imagine anything, and anything that looks big to 

them is impossible to achieve in their minds. We 

cannot blame them but ourselves.  

If you went to various schools, every young manôs 

dream, when he completes his studies, is to become 

an accountant. In fact, the only thing he sees is to be 

a lawmaker. Right now, in our country, the 

challenge is that younger people everywhere do not 

want to develop businesses. 

The way we execute our budgets, sometimes, does 

not impact the common people in the middle class. 

For example, our budget this year in our country has 

now been signed by our President the way we cut it. 

We got angry and distributed it in a way that smaller 

enterprises will have the chance to bid for contracts 

and receive so that they too can live. 

Our country is being captured by the Lebanese, 

Chinese and all the Europeans. If you go to the bank 

as a Liberian, you cannot get a loan except if you 

have a foreigner backing you. Their argument is that 

you are not credible. What is this credibility?  

AN HON. MEMBER:  You are not worth it. 

HON. HENRY WILLIE YALLAH: Yes! You are 

not credible and, therefore, they cannot give you a 

loan and yet the money they loan out to these 

foreigners is ours. It is depositorsô money. Who 

deposits money in banks? When it comes to loans 

for us, they say that we are not credible. This, of 

course, is because these bigger institutions are 

collaborating with our own leaders. That is the truth 

about it. It is about bigger heads and bigger 

companies. When people report to them, they ask 

who is taking a loan. We should expose them. In our 

country... 

 

HON. LUHAGA JOELSON MPINA 

[TANZANIA]: Thank you, Mr President and all 

presenters.   

Hon. Mr President, poverty in Africa is not taking a 

holiday despite the efforts put in place.  For the past 

fifty years, poverty has reduced at slow pace.  We 

have to ask ourselves questions. Do we allocate 

sufficient financial resources to the sectors of 

economic growth and poverty reduction like 



Pan-African Parliament Hansard Report, Third Session of the Third Parliament 

October 2013 

 

114 
 

agriculture, electricity and other infrastructure?  Is 

our budget of every financial year a pro-poor budget 

or vice versa?  When you go to every country in 

Africa, you will find the recurrent expenditure is at 

70 per cent and the development expenditure is 

below 30 per cent.  How can you realise 

development in such budgeting?   

Hon. Mr President, when you take and when you 

consider agriculture as many of my colleagues have 

said, do peasants, as farmers, have access to finance? 

Do we have strong financial institutions which 

provide financial support to farmers?  In the real 

sense you will find the existing banks are not 

favourable to these peasants and farmers. They are 

not favourable.  The terms and conditions do not 

support them.  So, you have to establish strong 

financial institutions which should support 

agriculture in every country in Africa. 

Secondly, for African countries to realise a 

remarkable achievement in poverty reduction, we 

should put in place a clear mechanism on how to 

curb the challenge of illicit financial flows.  When 

you are talking about illicit financial flows, you are 

talking of huge and massive amounts of money 

which is taken away from Africa.  That money could 

be used in investing here in Africa and solve the 

problem of poverty.  Now, I am saying that the illicit 

financial flow has reached between $50 billion and 

$148 billion per year in Africa.  So, it is a huge 

amount of money and this is according to Global 

Financial Integrity and the AU. 

Mr President, do we have adequate legal 

frameworks to curb the challenge of transfer pricing 

in Africa?  Here, in this practice, such a lot of 

money... 

 

HON. SHEKU B. B. DUMBUYA [SIERRA 

LEONE]: I thank you, Mr President,  

It is my view, Mr President, that the rush for 

diamonds and gold in the past and even as at now, 

has led to people deserting the land for these areas 

because the thinking is that diamond and gold give 

quick money but agriculture is delayed money. 

However, we have to realise that diamonds and gold 

are wasting assets. The only thing that lasts forever 

is agriculture and if only we try to reckon with this 

fact, then we can understand why there is a 

compelling need to improve agricultural 

productivity.  

Mr President, it has been said and graphically been 

demonstrated that 60 per cent of our population live 

in the rural areas. That being the case, Mr President, 

this is all the more reason these people should be 

encouraged by being given every opportunity and 

the facilities to let them continue to stay and work 

on the land. When these facilities are provided for 

them, I am sure, they will not be ready to leave. So, 

agricultural productivity will be right up there.  

Mr President, two things have been said and they 

have even been overstated but they are very 

important and these relate to good governance and 

corruption. Mr President, where there is good 

governance, it is our thinking that this ensures peace. 

Where there is peace and security, we can be sure 

that economic development will take place.  

That is why, in Africa, we have to emphasise that we 

have to make sure that good governance prevails. 

We also have to deal with the situation of corruption. 

What corruption does is that it makes very few 

people live in riches whilst the majority wallow in 

abject poverty and, perhaps, wretchedness. 

Wretchedness, in this case, really becomes another 

name for poverty. Therefore, we must ensure that 

corruption is eliminated.  

Thank you.  

 

HON. CHIEF FORTUNE CHARUMBIRA 

[ZIMBABWE]: Thank you, Mr President.  

May I also thank the two presenters for the good 

papers they have given us. Mr President, the 

information given by the two presenters speaks 

loudly about the unsatisfactory situation on the 

continent with respect to poverty and food security. 

The information is clear that we have had various 

initiatives, with very high sounding economic 

blueprints, starting with the Lagos Plan of Action 

1980 to NEPAD and I think more are coming. 

Despite all that, we do not seem to be getting out of 

the predicament of hunger and poverty. When I look 

at some of the listed issues and challenges, I see 

listed on the paper six challenges. However, when I 

look at them critically, it is actually that five of them 

are symptoms. There is only one which is a root 

cause and this is the issue of lack of focus on a home 

grown agenda. To me, that is the root problem with 

all the initiatives we have been trying to undertake.  

The frameworks that have been presented lack the 

conviction of the majority of the very Africans that 

these frameworks would want to see out of poverty. 

These frameworks are not embedded within the 

African values, ethos and thinking of the Africans. 

They are top-down and people lack initiative to 



Pan-African Parliament Hansard Report, Third Session of the Third Parliament 

October 2013 

 

115 
 

propel them. As a result, we  have figures that we 

have the largest water bodies on the continent but no 

irrigation and then the WFP, for example, designing 

programmes of giving us food aid. Why not provide 

irrigation facilities on the continent? Why not 

provide agriculture inputs on the continent? 

Ultimately, it is also the issue of ownership of 

natural resources, Mr President, where we do not 

own the natural resources and then we cannot value 

them. The multi-nationals then benefit and we do not 

have the money to invest in agriculture. All these 

issues need to be solved and, in Zimbabwe, you are 

aware, we have undertaken the Land Reform 

Programme and Indigenisation and we are doing 

very well. I can assure you, just wait for another five, 

ten years and we will be a shining example that we 

have actually emancipated ourselves and encourage 

the other countries to follow suit.  

Thank you, very much.   

 

HON. THULO TSOEU MAHLAKENG 

[LESOTHO]: Thank you, Mr President, for 

according me the opportunity to make a very brief 

intervention.  

In aligning myself, Mr President, with the speakers 

who came before me, I have already added my word 

of applause and congratulations to the presenters.  

I had initially, Mr President, identified a number of 

items that I intend to comment on but since I am 

speaking after more than 30 speakers from this 

august House, I will be very cautious, Mr President, 

to avoid speaking at the risk of being repetitive and 

to that end, Mr President, I have identified and 

decided to comment on only two salient points 

appearing on page 6 of the document presented by 

the second presenter, entitled, ñPoverty eradication 

policies and strategies for development for Africaò.  

The presenter Mr President has touched and 

commented on two points that I take to be very 

important. He has touched on the aim to rekindle the 

spirit of PAN Africanism and he has also touched on 

the need to determine the type of Africa whose 

destiny is determined by Africans.  

I take, Mr President, these two to be very important 

goals and noble ideals without which, the pursuit of 

the Agenda 2063 would be empty and meaningless. 

Mr President, this tends to take me back to the point 

that was made and correctly put by Hon. Kholumo, 

the Hon. Member from Lesotho the previous day 

when he said that we should try to stop the 

perpetuation of Africa that is still glued to its 

colonial past in terms of languages and instead 

Africa should strive for and move towards an 

establishment of and encourage a language that is 

more of Africa than of foreign countries. This point 

we endorse Mr President.  

We echo our support Madam President (there is a 

change now) that this is a way of realising the aim to 

rekindle the spirit of Pan Africanism and the 

rekindled Pan African Spirit would be a vehicle that 

would make it possible to determine the type of 

Africa whose destiny is determined by Africans. 

I thank you, Madam President. 

 

HON. MASTER GOYA [BOTSWANA]: Thank 

you, Madam President. 

Madam President, as is the decorum in this House, 

let me start by thanking you for giving me the Floor 

and request you to allow me to also thank the 

presenters for their wonderful presentations. 

I was, in particular, interested in the first 

presentation made by Dr Tobias Takavarasha and I 

do hope that these powerful presentations will be 

made available to us as Members of Parliament. 

Madam President, poverty eradication policies and 

strategies that have been crafted by many African 

countries have been promulgated from the United 

Nationsô millennium development goals (MDGs). 

The way things are moving right now, Madam 

President, many African countries are not going to 

achieve these MDGs. Even the little effort that has 

been made by some countries is actually not 

changing the lives of the people on the ground. It is 

not actually eradicating poverty on the ground. 

Many governments are just rushing to make sure that 

they present figures to the UN as if they are doing 

something but whatever they are doing is not 

changing the lives of the people on the ground. I 

think this needs to be said, Madam President. 

Most of the existing policies and strategies in 

African countries do not economically empower 

people for self sustenance. They do not do that. 

Madam President, we need policies that will help 

Africans step out of poverty and embark on the road 

to wealth creation.  

We should not just get poverty out of people but we 

must make sure that when we do that, those people 

must become rich. I think we need such policies. We 

do not need policies that actually make people live 
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from hand to mouth. We do not need such policies 

in our continent. 

What is even more frustrating, Madam President, is 

that poverty eradication policies in Africa do not 

have monitoring and evaluation mechanisms. Even 

the few efforts that governments are doing are 

actually not monitored to see to it that whatever 

finance or assistance given to people is achieving the 

intended purpose. I think that needs to be done, 

Madam President.  

Finally, I think it is high time that we crafted our 

own narrative on how we should eradicate poverty 

in Africa. We should not depend on the UN). Let us 

do it ourselves in Africa. 

Madam President, I thank you very much.      

 

HON. AMINA ABDOU SOUNA [NIGER]  : 

Merci, Madame la Présidente. 

Je voudrais, tout dôabord, joindre ma voix ¨ celles de 

ceux qui môont pr®c®d®e pour f®liciter les deux 

présentateurs, pour la qualité de leur présentation. 

Après tout ce qui a été dit, dans cette salle, Madame 

la Présidente, je voudrais insister sur un point ; côest 

que dans beaucoup de pays dôAfrique ç la pauvreté 

a un visage féminin ».  

Au Niger par exemple, les femmes sont à plus de 50 

% de la population et trois femmes sur quatre sont 

pauvres.  

Il est alors ®vident quôon ne peut pas ®radiquer la 

pauvreté sur le continent africain sans agir sur un de 

ce maillon principal qui est la femme. 

Ce qui môam¯ne ¨ poser la question suivante au 

deuxième présentateur, Docteur Mustapha.  

Est-ce que les politiques dô®radication de la pauvret® 

en Afrique prennent en charge la promotion de 

lôautonomisation de la femme ? Car comme dit 

lôadage : « le mal se guérit à la racine ». 

Merci, Madame la Présidente.  

 

HON. P.C. BAI KURR KANAGBARO [SIERRA 

LEONE]: Thank you, Madam President.  

This is a very important topic. I want to thank the 

Bureau for inviting these guest speakers and I want 

to thank the presenters. The topic is extremely 

important. The dependency syndrome is what is the 

issue. There is political independence without 

economic independence. For any home, any 

husband, any mother who cannot feed his or her own 

children earns no respect from his or her family. The 

topic is the embodiment of existence. The topic is 

the embodiment of development. The topic is the 

embodiment of honour, respect and security for a 

people, a race, a continent and to give self esteem to 

mankind.  

The topic is the embodiment of more than human 

development goals, including the MDGs. The debate 

on poverty eradication - I will not call it eradication 

- but poverty reduction, because even in the United 

States of America (USA), there are still poor people, 

but our poor are the poor of the poorest. They are 

poor not only in food, like the presenter said, but 

other means and requirements like production, 

productivity, global warming, climate change, 

deforestation, forest degradation, banks and 

financial institutions, creation of wealth, capital 

formation, market forces, international trade, 

import/export polices of the world, land policies, 

energy policies, fuel crises, the MDGs, financial 

crises, food crises, education, information, 

communication, ICTs, food technology, post-

harvest losses, insecticides, pesticides, food 

preservation, bureaucracy, the World Bank, the 

IMF, donor countries which give us wrong support, 

and donor institution like DFID and the European 

Union. You can talk of health, science and 

technology, and manufacturing. This is what is 

lacking.  

We have iron but we cannot manufacture iron. We 

cannot use it. Anybody who cannot use iron is a 

slave. It will be used against you. That is why the 

USA can intervene in all countries because they 

know how to use iron. On gender balance, when you 

talk of poverty eradication, it is not food only. It is 

about job creations for our women and youths, our 

mining policies, mining agreements, corruption in 

establishing our contracts and agreements. The 

world must feel for Africa for the pittance. They get 

something worth US$1 million and sell it for US$10 

billion that will ruin the African continent. We 

produce what we do not eat or use, and eat what we 

do not produce. There is backwardness in 

technology and brain drainage. Some African 

countries had to liberate some African countries 

politically. Now, how can we come together? The 

only way we can reduce poverty in Africa is by have 

to becoming a united continent and building a 

United Nations of Africa.  

Thank you.            
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HON. SUAD AL-FATIH AL BADAWI 

[SUDAN]: Madam President, I thank you but I have 

a project which I would like to share with my 

colleagues here. If there is no time to do this, then I 

cannot speak because it will take over three minutes 

to explain. 

 

THE  THIRD VICE PRESIDENT:  I take note 

of that. Three more minutes are added to your time. 

HON. SUAD AL-FATIH AL BADAWI:  To start 

with, I believe that poverty is superficial in Africa. 

It is merely due to the lack of mature policies, 

applicable ideas and proper advocacy. Let me move 

very quickly. I have a project for poverty 

eradication. It is not just words, condemnation and 

lamentation. It is a down to earth project which I 

started in my country. I work with the grassroots all 

the time. We figured out this project with other 

NGOs and two banks ï the Micro Finance Bank and 

the Farmersô Bank back at home.  We implemented 

this project and it succeeded.  

The project was made up of two groups. The first 

one was the group for housewives and the Micro 

Finance Bank. The second one was the group for 

farmers who were either illiterate or university 

graduates, and the Farmerôs Bank. I believe that 

housewives are the most trained group. They are 

naturally trained to manage their houses. Therefore, 

we figured out that the house, whether it was a 

shack, a hut or a palace, should have its own food 

grown inside the house. How could this be done?  

We managed, through the micro-finance, to borrow 

money which was refundable by the family itself. 

We bought the farming inputs. For example, we 

bought seeds for seasonal vegetables to be planted 

by the housewives for two to three years. They also 

reared fifteen chickens so that the housewife should 

not have to go out to the market place to buy 

anything. We furnished them and trained them in 

maize and vegetable production and it worked.  

 

At the end of the month, the housewife would take 

all the meat and chicken products, eggs, vegetables 

and fruits to a market place where she would sell 

them and bring back the money from which she 

would refund her loan and use the rest to raise her 

standard of living. It worked because this project 

cost us US$170 to US$200 dollars only. Since it 

succeeded, we are taking it as a pilot plan. Now, we 

are taking it to the rural areas and I think that  it will 

be less expensive. 

This will cut down on prices because if all the 

farmers will not go and buy meat, vegetables, fruits 

and what not, all prices will be cut down. However, 

this is just a pilot plan, and I think it will do this in 

the near future. 

As far as farmers are concerned, they are either 

graduates from university or illiterate poor farmers. 

I do not care about mechanisation. I think that the 

farmer should use his own traditional tools to 

cultivate the land. We have land and water. We also 

have men who think. It is all there. Therefore, let 

them do this. Take all the farmers for farming and 

let all the housewives and women make food inside 

the house so that the farmers, through the Farmersô 

Bank, will get small loans and try to cultivate their 

land. 

The idea behind this is that on the one hand, we cut 

down prices in the market place and, on the other, 

train the farmers to better their products for export 

and come back with cash. This will enable us to 

recognise and raise the standard of living of families.  

This project has been implemented in Sudan and has 

lifted 169 families out of poverty. I know that it is a 

small number but when we go to the rural areas and 

other states of Sudan. I think that it will help in 

lifting people out of poverty in a smooth and 

practical way without any kind of rotary, 

condemnation, lamentation or corruption. This is 

because the people who are responsible for poverty 

eradication are the poor people themselves and, in 

very few years, I believe that they will be well off.  

Thank you very much. 

 

MR. RETSELISITSOE MABUTHE 

[REPRESENTING THE COMMISSIONER 

FOR SOCIAL AFFAIRS, AUC]: Mr President, 

Hon. Members, I must say that we have received 

more than we had bargained for. This is the most 

constructive feedback that we ever expected from 

Hon. Members. 

I would just like to tell Hon. Members that in my 

presentation, I limited myself to the home-grown 

policies and strategies and that is why I only spoke 

about the Lagos Plan of Action, Abuja, NEPAD and 

now the Agenda 2063. 

The reason is that we are not saying the previous 

policies and strategies have failed. We are saying 

that like any other person-made plans initiatives and 

programmes, we always have to review, improve, 

learn from mistakes and come up with new 

approaches that will give better results. 
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What has happened here with the current Lagos Plan 

of Action is that we are saying the Plan was hijacked 

by those outside through the platform that we share 

globally, which may be the Britten-Wood 

institutions and the UN system. They came in to 

influence and urge Africa to implement their foreign 

policies. 

Hon. Members will agree with me that donations are 

not merely donations. When some people look at 

them at the surface, they would believe that these 

countries love Africa so much that they are just 

giving us their monies. They bring the donations and 

tell us which programmes to implement. This means 

we are implementing the foreign policies of the 

donor countries. 

What is the role of the august House? The 

presentation of these programmes is basically to 

request Hon. Members that when they go back to 

their respective National Assemblies, they should 

remind member States, through the Heads of State 

and Government, that they ratify so many things at 

the continental level  but domestication and 

implementation is a problem. 

We have all these things but we are failing to 

implement them because they are not integrated into 

national plans. The AU cannot come and impose 

things that South Africa or Lesotho do not want to 

implement. We need to try by all means to make sure 

that whatever is out there, ratified and agreed to at 

the continental level, if it is going to bear positive 

results for us, is incorporated into our planning, 

budgeting system and we put in place monitoring 

and evaluation frameworks so that these people can 

report back. 

The other issue that I would like to respond to, 

considering the time constraint, is the generic 

proposal. When we unpack the proposal, all the 

issues that were raised by Hon. Members are there. 

The issue of agricultural research is high in our 

agenda. We have a programme called Africa 

Research Grant (ARG) which we are implementing 

with the EU. We are looking at post-harvest 

technologies, water and sanitation, and renewable 

energy.  

Another issue which was also raised is that of 

gender. Gender is an integral part of our planning 

and we know that all member States have gender 

high on their agenda. There is no way we can 

overlook the role of women in all that we are 

proposing. 

Hon. Members, I wish to, once again, request that 

this has to be a joint force. Technocrats will propose 

these things through their research and observations, 

and come to you to propose programmes that have 

to be implemented. The role of Hon. Members is to 

ensure that these are integrated into national plans 

and into to regional plans. That is the only way we 

can make headways in terms of eradicating poverty. 

I thank you.    

 

MR TOBIAS TAKAVARASHA [THE  FOOD 

AND AGRICULTURE ORGANISATION 

(FAO) REPRESENTATIVE FOR SOUTH 

AFRICA]: I thank you, Mr President.  

I will reiterate our appreciation and 

acknowledgement in joining my colleague from the 

AU that we view ourselves as technocrats, technical 

advisors, who are led by the priorities set by the 

member States where we then come in, particularly 

speaking for the FAO, to provide the necessary 

technical advice such as sharing best practices and 

knowledge, but in support of the priorities set by the 

member States. In that scope, we acknowledge all 

that Parliament is and the role it can play in 

motivating member States to implement the 

programmes.  

Listening to this debate that has been very enriching 

and helpful, it helps us to understand from a 

technical point of view that we do not operate in a 

vacuum but there are many players out there. From 

women empowerment groups, various 

Parliamentarians in their different spheres of life, 

will guide us in what we do. In listening to this 

discussion, Mr President, I quickly summarised 

some very generic recurring themes that the Hon. 

members were raising such as good governance, 

political stability, capacity development, 

agricultural research, political will, regional 

integration, value addition, need for funding for 

agriculture, youth and women empowerment, focus 

on intra-Africa trade, focus on African ownership 

and home-grown agendas. Focus should be on 

implementation, not just planning, and there should 

be focus on monitoring mechanisms.  

There are, in addition to those, specific areas which 

I picked out and which I could quickly just respond 

to as FAO. In particular is the issue of South-South 

Co-operation. We view it as a very major step in 

supporting and utilising the brains that we have in 

Africa, where we can take experienced experts from 

one African country and not necessarily just from 

outside Africa to support another country, we 

believe that this is a partnership that FAO is already 
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doing with a number of countries to promote South-

South Co-operation.  

Having discussed and listened to the discussion on 

the brain drain in Africa, we also believe that this 

could be one way of leveraging the expertise that is 

scattered everywhere to focus our efforts into 

agriculture and South-South Co-operation.  

A point was raised regarding the WFP/FAO 

Partnership and I wish to explain that the UN system 

is being encouraged to operate as one where we can 

and there are many instances in many countries 

where, in fact, the WFP/FAO jointly execute 

programmes. We have one example where the WFP 

purchases food products from small-holder farmers 

to distribute into areas of need while the FAO 

partners with them in ensuring that the production 

takes place to the rightful quantities and qualities 

needed.  

There was also reference to the running of the 

private sector. We are increasingly realising that it is 

an untapped resource in terms of the expertise that 

lies in the private sector. We have spoken of the need 

for employment creation through agro-processing 

and value addition and the private sector has a major 

role to play and FAO has developed a Private Sector 

and Civil Society Organisation Partnership Strategy 

which we are in the process of implementing.  

There was a particular reference to seed 

technologies - appropriate seeds that are developed 

and researched within Africa and mention of 

genetically modified products and, in our view, at 

the moment, we are focusing very much on the 

traditional conventional research that we have been 

accustomed to and where seed varieties are 

introduced to new technologies, we are saying that 

countries should have strict bio-safety regulations 

that enable them to understand what they are 

importing or using. That is why we are supporting, 

very much, funding for strengthening agricultural 

research so that some scientists in some particular 

countries can correctly advise and analyse measures 

that are suitable for the African countries.  

Finally, on the issue of youths and women 

empowerment; it is something that we give strict 

attention in term of recognising that the majority of 

farmers in Africa are women headed and, therefore 

need appropriate programmes. The youth 

empowerment is a major issue. We are encouraged 

by many countries which are already setting up 

funding mechanisms and facilities, that require no 

collateral, which enable youths to use their 

youthfulness and skills to promote and create jobs 

for themselves.  

My final word Hon. Members and Mr. President, is 

to say, again, thank you for this opportunity for the 

FAO and AU, on our behalf, to have come to address 

you.  

Thank you.  

 

THE PRESIDENT:   Honourable Members, may I, 

on your behalf, thank our guest speakers who have 

made very wonderful and enlightening presentation.  

May we, please, give them another round of 

applause.  

Applause 

Hon. Members, may I call on the Clerk of Parliament 

to make some house-keeping announcements. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THE CLERK OF PARLIAMENT :  Thank you, 

Mr President. There will be the following meetings 

taking place this afternoon:  

 

- The Western African Caucus at 2:15 p.m. 

in Committee Room No. 1.   

- The Eastern African Caucus at 2:30 p.m. in 

Committee No.2. 

- The  Southern African Caucus at 2:30 p.m. 

in Committee Room No. 3.   

- The Central African Caucus at 2:30 p.m. in 

Committee Room No. 4.   

- The Northern African Caucus at 2:30 p.m. 

in Committee Room No. 5. 

 

After these caucus meetings, there will be a meeting 

of the Womenôs Caucus at 3:30 p.m. in Committee 

Room No. 3.   

I thank you, Mr. President. 

 

THE PRESIDENT:   Thank you very much.  Hon. 

Members, we have now come to the end of our 

business for today and, therefore, this House stands 

adjourned until Monday the 28th October, 2013 at 

09:00 a.m.  May I use this opportunity to remind all 
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Hon. Members that tomorrow, Friday, the 25th of 

October, 2013, we will have a dialogue on Education 

for All which will start at 09:00 a.m. and I urge that 

all Hon. Members be present for this because we 

shall take attendance as usual.   

Thank you very  much  and God bless you. 

 

__________________ 

 

The House accordingly adjourned at 13.19 hours 

until 0900 hours on Monday, 28 October, 2013 

 

__________________ 

 

REPORT OF THE  PAN-AFRICAN 

PARLIAMENT  

 

Third Session of the Third Parliament 

_________ 

 

Monday, 28 October, 2013 

 

The House met at 09.08 am 

 

[The President in the Chair] 

 

A Moment of Silence for Prayers or Meditation 

was observed 

__________ 

 

THE PRESIDENT: Please, be seated. 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR  

 

THE PRESIDENT: Hon. Members, in accordance 

with Rule 9 of the Rules of Procedure, we shall now 

swear in new Members. 

The following Hon. Members took the Oath of 

Solemn Declaration, signed it and took their seats: 

1) Hon. Mohamed Abdullahi Kamil ï 

[Somalia ] 

2) Hon. Bibi Khalif Mohamed ï [Somalia] 

3) Hon. Rachel Shebesh ï [Kenya] 

4) Hon. Milly Grace Akhof.. Abone ï 

[Kenya] 

 

THE PRESIDENT:  The Clerk shall now read the 

first Order of the Day. 

THE CLERK:  Presentation and Debate on Peace 

and Security in Africa and Presentation and Debate 

on the Report on the Fact-Finding Mission to the 

Central African Republic. 

 

THE PRESIDENT:  Hon. Members, may I 

call upon Hon. Saleh Kebzabo, the Deputy 

Chairperson of the Committee on Co-operation, 

International Relations and Conflict Resolution to 

present the Committeeôs report. 

 

HON. KEBZABO SALEH [PRÉSIDENT DE LA 

COMMISSION PERMANENTE DE LA 

COOPÉRATION, DES RELATIONS 

INTERNATIONALES ET DE RÈGLEMENT 

DES CONFLITS] :  

Monsieur le Président, bonjour !  

Chers collègues, bonjour !  

Comme vous le voyez, ce rapport va être présenté 

dans des conditions inhabituelles, à savoir que le 

Commissaire de lôUnion africaine ou son 

représentant chargé des questions de paix et de 

s®curit® nôest pas pr®sent dans notre salle, alors 

quôen principe côest lui qui devrait faire, en quelque 

sorte, ce quôon peut appeler lôexpos® introductif et 

nous, le PAP, on fait le rapport sur la situation.  

Côest donc un petit handicap ! 

Le deuxième handicap vient de ce que la 

Commission Permanente de la Coopération, des 

relations internationales et de Règlement des conflits 

elle-même a travaillé dans des conditions 

inhabituelles, surtout par manque de temps, et pour 

une question de m®thode qui nôa pas ®t® bien 

assimil®e, je crois, parce que lôInstitut des Relations 
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internationales dôAfrique du Sud avec lequel on 

travaille, a dû rendre ses exposés plus tard que prévu, 

ne donnant donc pas le temps à notre assistante de 

bien travailler le rapport pour quô¨ notre tour, on 

puisse le reprendre en main et le finaliser.  

Ce nôest que pratiquement ce week-end ï alors que 

jô®tais en retraite ï quôon a pu retravailler sur la 

derni¯re mouture du rapport, dont je trouve quôil est 

relativement long. Vous lôavez entre les mains et si 

je devais lire ce rapport, je le ferai pendant, 

pratiquement, une heure et vingt minutes. Côest le 

temps que jôai calcul®.  

Je crois que je ne vais pas vous asséner cette lecture. 

Je vais, puisque vous avez une copie et surtout que 

je pense que la copie en anglais était disponible 

depuis vendredi ou samedi dernier, si vous lôavez 

eue, vous lôauriez donc lue. 

Je vais donc passer en revue tous les pays qui sont 

concernés.  

Les pays concernés par notre rapport sont : le Mali, 

la Guinée Conakry, le Kenya, la République 

Démocratique du Congo (RDC), le Madagascar et la 

Somalie. 

Situation en République du Mali : 

Je vais commencer par le Mali.  

Le Mali, si vous vous souvenez des événements qui, 

maintenant, datent de moins de deux ans, est 

lôexemple type dôune mauvaise d®colonisation. On a 

assisté à des événements qui, en quelques jours, ont 

pratiquement provoqu® lôeffondrement de lô£tat, 

aucune des structures en place ne pouvait tenir, 

lôarm®e en particulier a fui devant les rebelles et 

lô£tat ®tait pratiquement inexistant en dehors de 

Bamako. 

Côest dans ces conditions que ce quôon appelle 

couramment les djihadistes, c'est-à-dire les 

mouvements de libération qui se réclament de 

lôislam ï ils sont essentiellement trois ou quatre ï 

ont donc occup® le terrain. Il sôagit du Mouvement 

National pour la Lib®ration de lôAzawad (MNLA), 

Al-Qaïda au Maghreb Islamique (AQMI), le 

Mouvement pour lôUnicit® et le Jihad en Afrique de 

lôOuest (MUJAO) et le Mouvement Arabe de 

lôAzawad (MAA).  

Ces mouvements ont, chacun, pris position dans la 

région du Grand Nord qui constitue pratiquement les 

2/3 de la République du Mali. Côest sous leur f®rule 

et sous leur pouvoir que les populations ont enduré 

toutes les situations pendant plus dôun an ; et la 

situation sôest amplifi®e de mal en pis au point que 

dans le coup final qui a ®t® port®, côest la R®publique 

du Mali elle-même qui était en danger.  

Donc, les Chefs dô£tats se sont concert®s et se sont 

mis dôaccord pour que la France intervienne. Nous 

pouvons dire que côest gr©ce ¨ lôintervention 

française de janvier, soutenue par des pays africains 

comme le Tchad et le Niger, que lôavanc®e des 

djihadistes sur Bamako a été stoppée, permettant 

ainsi lôarr°t de tous leurs affrontements, parce 

quôune ¨ une les villes qui ®taient occup®es ï 

Tombouctou, Gao jusquôau Nord Tessalit ï ont été 

libérées, donnant donc la voie à une situation 

nouvelle.  

Sur le plan militaire aujourdôhui, côest sous la f®rule 

des Nations-Unies quôune mission, la 

Mission multidimensionnelle intégrée des Nations-

Unies pour la stabilisation du Mali (MINUSMA)  

ï qui doit en principe, au final, avoir douze mille six 

cents (12.600) soldats ï a été constituée pour aider 

le Mali à se reconstruire politiquement et 

économiquement. 

Politiquement, ce quôil faut retenir de la situation 

aujourdôhui, côest que les mouvements de r®bellions 

sont en perte de vitesse. Il faut surtout que les 

honorables députés, que vous êtes, comprennent que 

la situation caractérisée par la rébellion des touaregs 

est un ph®nom¯ne quôon doit comprendre en Afrique 

où on ne le comprend pas toujours très bien. 

Les touaregs au Mali représentent environ moins de 

10 % de la population et dans le Nord qui est la 

r®gion quôils r®clament, ils repr®sentent l¨ aussi ¨ 

peine 10 % de la population. Donc, côest eux qui 

sont, aujourdôhui, responsables de toute cette 

situation et certains de ces mouvements réclament 

même une certaine autonomie.  

Si lôautonomie est le fait de la majorit® de la 

population, je pense que les touaregs eux-mêmes ne 

seraient pas en mesure de gouverner une région 

quôils ne contr¹lent pas au plan d®mographique.  

Côest donc cette r®alité sous-jacente quôil faut 

toujours avoir ¨ lôesprit dans cette situation du Mali 

pour comprendre la suite des événements. 

Il y a eu dans lôintervention fran­aise ce quôon peut 

appeler une erreur, pour ne pas dire une faute, qui a 

®t® commise lorsquôune à une les villes du Nord sont 

tomb®es et que lôarm®e malienne a suivi le 

mouvement en occupant ces villes. 
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Kidal, la derni¯re ville qui a ®t® reprise nôa pas ®t® 

remise ¨ lôarm®e malienne. Côest cette situation l¨ 

quôon vit encore aujourdôhui, parce que Kidal reste 

toujours incontr¹l®e et côest l¨ quôont lieu tous les 

mouvements. 

Du point de vue développement de la rébellion, tout 

ce quôon peut constater aujourdôhui, ce sont des 

coups que les rebelles font à Tombouctou, 

essentiellement, ou à Gao, de temps en temps des 

commandos, des kamikazes font des coups, se 

retirent et on a lôimpression que côest cette guerre 

asymétrique qui va prendre le relai et qui va 

continuer à déstabiliser la région. On ne sait pas 

encore pendant combien de temps. Je crois que côest 

le fait le plus marquant quôon peut retenir 

aujourdôhui. 

Sur le plan politique donc, avec lôintervention 

étrangère, les Maliens ont été aux urnes pour élire un 

pr®sident de la R®publique et cela sôest pass® en 

juillet dernier. Contre toute attente, lô®lection sôest 

bien déroulée et les résultats ont été unanimement 

accept®s. Côest ainsi que le Pr®sident Ibrahim 

Boubacar KEITA a gagn® lô®lection au deuxi¯me 

tour avec 76,5 % des voix.  

D¯s quôil a ®t® ®lu, il a pr°t® serment et a install® son 

gouvernement. Il a mis en place un Forum qui doit 

en principe, dans les jours qui viennent, se réunir 

essentiellement sur la question du Nord, parce que 

côest le probl¯me le plus important au Mali, 

aujourdôhui. Il a aussi mis dans son gouvernement 

un portefeuille pour le Développement et la 

Réconciliation,  essentiellement pour les régions du 

Nord. 

Donc, voilà les grands défis qui se présentent au 

nouveau Président élu qui a déjà convoqué le corps 

électoral pour les élections législatives qui vont, je 

crois, avoir lieu le 24 novembre, dans une situation 

des hommes politiques assez confuse, parce que les 

partis politiques nô®taient pas assez pr®par®s pour 

cela. Mais tout a été mis en place avec la suite de 

lô®lection pr®sidentielle et lôappui des pays et 

donateurs pour que le Mali puisse traverser ce cap 

du 24 novembre, avec une Assemblée élue, 

légitimement et ainsi définitivement, le pouvoir élu 

permettant de relever les autres d®fis qui sont lôunit® 

nationale et le développement. 

À propos de développement, vous vous rappelez 

quôil y a quelques mois, tous les donateurs se 

sô®taient r®unis ¨ Bruxelles et sô®taient mis dôaccord 

sur un programme de développement de plus de trois 

milliards de dollars (3.000.000.000 $) qui a été 

accepté. Si cette somme devait être octroyée pour le 

développement du Mali, elle permettrait au Mali de 

redécoller définitivement et de se mettre au diapason 

des pays qui doivent dans une ère de paix et de 

stabilité. 

Je ne vais pas finir avec le Mali sans dire quôil y a 

quand même une donne militaire assez importante, 

parce que vous vous rappelez quôen mars de lôann®e 

derni¯re, des jeunes militaires ont fait un coup dô£tat 

qui nôa ®t® pratiquement soutenu par personne, sauf 

quelques factions ¨ lôint®rieur du pays et ce sont  

ceux-là qui ont contribué à la déstabilisation du 

pays, ¨ lôaccentuation plus pr®cis®ment, de la 

d®stabilisation au point quôil a fallu quôavec les 

®lections et la l®gitimation dôun pouvoir, ces 

militaires soient au fur et à mesure écartés. 

Aujourdôhui, on pense que leur position est devenue 

très marginale dans le pays. 

Voil¨ ce quôil faut retenir pour le Mali. 

Situation en République de Guinée Conakry : 

Le deuxième pays est la Guinée. La Guinée dont il 

faut rappeler que côest un pays qui a pratiquement 

vécu pendant cinquante ans sous la dictature par 

manque de d®mocratie. Côest cette situation qui a ®t® 

héritée par le pouvoir civil actuel, après les élections 

présidentielles de 2010.  

Aujourdôhui, le Pr®sident Alpha COND£ ï qui a été 

élu en 2010 dans des conditions souvent pas très 

claires et pas très appréciées par les autres partis 

politiques ï fait face à une situation politique et 

économique assez tendue. 

Pour ce qui concerne la situation économique, ceux 

qui connaissent la Guinée ou ceux qui y vont, savent 

que lôun des premiers d®fis, côest le manque de 

lô®nergie dans le pays. Quand vous arrivez ¨ 

Conakry, ce qui vous frappe le plus, côest lôobscurit® 

la nuit. Il nôy a pratiquement pas dô®lectricit® dans 

un seul quartier, même le système par rotation qui a 

été mis en place ne marche plus. Le pouvoir nôarrive 

pas à régler ce problème essentiel qui est celui de 

lô®nergie. On attend la mise en route dôun barrage 

qui doit produire 175 Mégawatts dans deux ans, 

mais les gens sont assez sceptiques sur cette 

échéance. 

Le deuxième défi est celui des mines.  

En Afrique de lôOuest, la Guin®e est pr®sent®e 

comme étant le pays le plus riche au plan du sous-

sol. Côest en effet, un pays qui a dôimmenses 

potentialités de sous-sol, notamment le fer, la 
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bauxite et autres qui, malheureusement, ont fait 

lôobjet dôune exploitation pas toujours bonnes, dans 

des conditions de relations avec les partenaires 

étrangers, pas toujours de meilleures, amenant le 

Président Alpha CONDÉ à annuler, pratiquement, 

tous les contrats de concession minière qui étaient 

octroyés avant lui et on les a évalué à environ 800 

contrats. 

Alors, quand vous avez à faire à une situation 

politique d®j¨ difficile et quôau plan ®conomique, 

une situation non moins difficile qui vous amène à 

faire face à des pouvoirs économiques parfois 

étrangers assez puissants, je pense que tous les 

ingr®dients sont en place pour quôon dise quôune 

déstabilisation de la Guinée est possible. 

Le point phare sur le plan des contrats miniers quôil 

faut peut-°tre vous citer, côest quôun des 

concessionnaires qui a acquis sous le régime du 

Président CONTÉ, le défunt CONTÉ, le militaire 

qui était au pouvoir avant Alpha CONDÉ, donc il y 

a un groupe minier franco-israélien qui a acquis une 

concession pour environ 145 millions de dollars.  

Puis, quelques années après, ce groupe a scindé cette 

concession en deux et a vendu une partie à plus de 2 

milliards de dollars.  

Donc, côest ce scandale qui a fait f©cher le Pr®sident 

CONDÉ et qui a dit que tous les contrats ont été 

sign®s dans des conditions l®onines et quôil ne les 

reconnaît plus.  

Aujourdôhui, ils sont en train de ren®gocier, contrat 

par contrat, et pour un souci de transparence, un site 

web a été ouvert à la Présidence ï que tout le monde 

peut consulter ï sur les nouveaux accords signés 

avec les entreprises minières. 

Au plan politique donc, côest dans ce contexte que le 

Président Alpha CONDÉ, après avoir gagné les 

®lections pr®sidentielles, devait en principe, dôapr¯s 

la Constitution provisoire, organiser des élections 

l®gislatives six mois apr¯s, mais il nôa pas pu le faire. 

Il nôa pas pu, il nôa pas voulu ou les conditions 

politiques et économiques ne lui ont pas permis 

dôorganiser ces ®lections dans les d®lais pr®vus, et 

finalement ces ®lections nôont eu lieu que le 28 

septembre dernier. Et fait unique en Afrique, il a 

fallu plus de trois semaines pour quôon annonce les 

résultats provisoires.  

Aujourdôhui encore, on attend que la Cour Supr°me 

valide les résultats qui ont été annoncés par la 

Commission Électorale Nationale Indépendante 

(CENI). Ces résultats dont les chiffres sont dans le 

rapport mettent certes, le parti du Président en tête, 

mais ne lui donnent pas la majorit® ¨ lôAssembl®e 

nationale.  

Côest donc cette situation politique nouvelle quôil 

faut observer avec toutes les tensions que cela peut 

provoquer ï et que vous pouvez imaginer ï entre le 

parti au pouvoir et les partis de lôOpposition qui sont 

pratiquement maîtres du terrain et qui, après chaque 

difficulté, après chaque affrontement politique, 

lancent des gens dans la rue pour des manifestations 

qui ont d®j¨ amen®, depuis lôann®e derni¯re, ¨ 

provoquer plus dôune cinquantaine de morts dans les 

manifestations. En dessous, en fin fond de cette 

tension politique, se trouve une tension ethnique 

dont on a toujours parlée ï et quôon d®plore en 

Guinée ï et qui sôaccentue de plus en plus entre les 

deux ou trois principales ethnies du pays. 

Voilà pour ce qui concerne la Guinée ! Le défi étant 

la sortie des résultats des élections législatives qui se 

sont déroulées, il y a quelques semaines, pour 

amener le Président CONDÉ, avec un peu plus de 

légitimité, à entamer un programme qui doit amener 

les Guinéens à travailler beaucoup, de plus en plus, 

vers lôunit® nationale et ¨ surmonter les difficult®s 

ethniques, et sur le plan économique à relever les 

d®fis, que jôai ®voqués, qui sont des défis du point de 

vue de lô®nergie essentielle et le d®fi du contr¹le par 

le pays, des mines et des immenses richesses du 

sous-sol de la République de Guinée.  

Situation au Kenya : 

Le troisième pays est le Kenya.  

Au Kenya, vous vous rappelez que les élections de 

mars 2013 ont porté au pouvoir le Président Uhuru 

Kenyatta en tant que premier Président à diriger 

lôinstitution r®form®e et un gouvernement 

décentralisé dans son pays. Son rôle est 

particulièrement crucial.  

Les élections précédentes, dôil y a cinq ans, sô®taient 

déroulées dans des conditions, vous vous rappelez, 

de violences qui ont provoqué beaucoup de morts et 

qui ont amené la Cour Pénale Internationale (CPI) à 

inscrire le Kenya parmi les pays qui doivent être 

poursuivis et en particulier certains dirigeants qui, à 

lô®poque, nô®taient pas des dirigeants ®lus comme 

aujourdôhui et qui le sont aujourdôhui, le Pr®sident et 

le Vice-président. Le Président Uhuru et son Vice-

président Ruto sont poursuivis par la Cour Pénale 

Internationale.  

Vous vous rappelez les derniers épisodes qui ont 

amen® lôUnion africaine, elle-même, à se saisir de 
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cette question qui, aujourdôhui, est devenue une des 

questions importantes dans les relations Nord-Sud et 

dans les relations de la CPI avec les pays africains. 

Les pays africains de lôUnion africaine pensent, 

peut-être avec raison, peut être avec des sentiments 

parfois mêlés ï je ne sais pas quel mot il faut 

employer pour le caractériser ï dôun certain parti 

pris et surtout, je crois, avec le désir de se protéger.  

Les pays africains et leurs dirigeants contestent très 

s®rieusement la CPI quôils consid¯rent comme un 

organe mis en place par le Nord afin de sévir 

essentiellement, surtout contre les dirigeants des 

pays africains. Côest un d®bat ! Côest un débat et je 

crois que là-dessus entre les gouvernants et les 

citoyens et les hommes politiques, que nous 

sommes, il y a un débat.  

Est-ce que la CPI joue son rôle ou est-ce quôelle 

privilégie la poursuite des dirigeants africains ?  

Toujours est-il quôau niveau de lôUnion africaine, et 

contrairement ¨ lôid®e quôon avait pens®e 

d®velopper au d®part, on nôa pas rompu avec la CPI. 

Ce qui est une bonne chose, je crois, et on est dans 

une situation dôattentisme. Mais cette situation est de 

nature à ne pas laisser les dirigeants Kényans 

travailler en toute ind®pendance et sôoccuper des 

questions de leur pays, ce dôautant que, vous vous 

rappelez, le 21 septembre précisément, il y a eu une 

attaque dôun Centre commercial ¨ Nairobi, lôattaque 

de Westgate a ramené les esprits à la raison et 

ramené surtout à la réalité.  

Le Kenya, aujourdôhui, avec son intervention en 

Somalie, place ce pays dans une situation 

dôinstabilit®. Si on nôen prenait pas garde, une 

instabilité qui pourrait sérieusement perturber le 

mandat du Président Uhuru Kenyatta. Côest donc 

cette donne ®trang¯re qui, aujourdôhui, repr®sente un 

danger pour le développement du Kenya.  

Comment est-ce que les dirigeants du Kenya vont 

faire face ¨ ces attaques dôAl-Shabab et auront-ils les 

moyens surtout dôy faire face et de lô®radiquer, tout 

en poursuivant le programme de développement 

démocratique, parce que les élections qui ont eu lieu, 

de lôaveu de tout le monde, lôont ®t® dans des 

conditions de démocratie et de transparence que 

personne ne remet en cause, à telle enseigne que 

nous ici, au niveau de notre Commission, nous 

avions m°me propos® quôune d®l®gation se rende au 

Kenya.  

Je crois que côest le lieu de le rappeler, une 

délégation du PAP devrait aller au Kenya pour voir, 

sôinspirer de ce qui sôest pass®, encourager les 

dirigeants du Kenya à poursuivre dans la voie 

d®mocratique pour quôil repr®sente un exemple ¨ 

suivre pour les autres pays de la sous-région et pour 

les autres pays africains. 

Voilà essentiellement, quels sont les défis que 

lô®quipe actuelle au pouvoir au Kenya doit relever 

avec lôappui des autres pays voisins et de lôUnion 

africaine dans le problème de la CPI. 

 

Situation en République Démocratique du 

Congo (RDC) : 

Des pays observés, le pays suivant est la RDC.  

La RDC qui, au cours de ces six derniers mois, est 

restée focaliser sur la guerre qui sévit dans la partie 

orientale du pays, notamment ce face à face direct 

avec le M23 et en direct avec le Rwanda.  

On ne peut pas, aujourdôhui, parler de la situation 

politique au Congo sans évoquer les pays voisins. 

Certes, la naissance du M23 a mis en exergue cette 

situation, mais si côest une situation latente et qui 

dure depuis des années empêchant, de notre point de 

vue, le Congo à jouer véritablement son rôle.  

Le Congo est un pays immense, près de 2.500.000 

km2. Donc, gouverner un pays aussi immense est 

déjà en soi un grand défi. Quand on sait dans quelle 

condition ce pays évolue depuis une vingtaine 

dôann®es, on peut r®aliser quelles sont les difficult®s 

que les dirigeants actuels peuvent rencontrer pour 

sôoccuper du d®veloppement de leur pays dans des 

conditions aussi difficiles. 

Pour ne pas citer tout ce qui sôest pass® ces derni¯res 

ann®es, on peut sôarr°ter sur ce qui se passe 

actuellement, pour constater avec tout le monde que 

le M23 qui existe dans le Kivu, dans le nord Kivu 

précisément, empêche le gouvernement central 

dôavoir un contr¹le effectif sur cette r®gion qui est 

très riche, qui est extrêmement riche, et je pense que 

ce sont ces richesses qui sont à la base de la 

déstabilisation du Congo.  

Le Rwanda, en particulier ï qui a été cité par un 

rapport des Nations-Unies ï a ®t® accus® dôavoir ®t® 

¨ la base de la formation du M23 quôil a arm® et dont 

on dit parfois que ce sont ses propres hommes aussi 

qui sont entrés en territoire congolais.  

Le Rwanda, ®videmment, sôen d®fend et dit que son 

seul souci côest de lutter contre ceux qui veulent le 
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déstabiliser et qui sont réfugiés au Congo depuis les 

années 90. 

Côest donc sur ce combat entre les deux pays que la 

situation reste fig®e et côest ce qui a amené les 

Nations-Unies à renforcer les pouvoirs de la 

Mission de l'Organisation des Nations Unies pour la 

Stabilisation en République Démocratique 

du Congo (MONUSCO) qui, aujourdôhui, avec une 

force dôenviron 18.000 hommes, a le pouvoir et la 

capacit® dôintervenir militairement. Mais beaucoup 

dôobservateurs pensent que la MONUSCO ne joue 

pas son r¹le jusquôau bout. Elle se contente et sôest 

contentée, comme la dernière fois ï côest d®j¨ 

beaucoup ï dôemp°cher la reprise de Goma, mais 

elle aurait pu, puisque le mandat lôen autorise, 

poursuivre le M23 jusquô¨, peut-être, le bouter hors 

du territoire congolais. Je pense que l¨ aussi, côest 

une donne internationale que lôon ne ma´trise pas. 

Quel est lôagenda effectif des grands pays et des 

Nations-Unies sur le Congo ? Ceux qui, peut-être, en 

ont la réponse, pourront intervenir dans le débat pour 

nous dire exactement quel est le future de ce pays 

avec cette situation inexplicable qui gangrène le 

développement politique et économique du Congo 

et empêche le Président KABILA, en tout cas, de 

mener à son terme tout son programme. 

Il y a eu ces dernières semaines un grand forum qui 

a réuni autour du pouvoir, pratiquement, toutes les 

forces politiques du pays pour aboutir à un grand 

gouvernement de cohésion nationale qui doit être 

bientôt mis en place.  

Est-ce que côest la solution finale ou lôune des 

solutions essentielles pouvant amener le Président 

KABILA à reprendre en main, avec beaucoup plus 

dôefficacit®s et de r®ussite, le d®veloppement de son 

pays ?  

Côest ce quôon verra !  

En tout cas, il a prononcé un discours la semaine 

dernière qui a résumé un peu tous les points forts de 

ce forum et dont on attend la mise en îuvre, en 

particulier de ce gouvernement de grande ouverture, 

dont on va voir sôil va effectivement comprendre 

toutes les forces du pays pour permettre, enfin, au 

Congo dôagir dans une unit® beaucoup plus grande 

avec plus dôefficacit®s pour que le pays se concentre, 

enfin, dans lôunit®, ¨ se battre pour le d®veloppement 

de la démocratie et pour faire avancer le 

développement économique du pays. 

 

 

Situation à Madagascar : 

Madagascar, depuis mars 2009, vit dans une crise 

dont on esp¯re quôelle conna´tra son aboutissement 

dans les jours et semaines qui viennent.  

En mars 2009, vous vous rappelez, le Président élu, 

Marc Ravalomanana, a été chassé du pouvoir par un 

soul¯vement populaire conduit, ¨ lô®poque, par le 

jeune Andry Rajoelina. Celui-ci, depuis quatre ans 

pratiquement, dirige un gouvernement provisoire, 

repoussant de mois en mois, dôann®e en ann®e, les 

élections qui doivent être organisées.  

Je crois que la Communauté internationale a marqué 

son ras-le-bol et a imposé que les élections se 

déroulent, maintenant, très rapidement afin que le 

pays sorte de cette crise qui lôemp°che 

politiquement et économiquement de réaliser son 

programme et dôaffronter les d®fis qui se pr®sentent 

à lui. 

Avec le soutien de lôUnion africaine et des Nations-

Unies, des élections présidentielles vont donc avoir 

lieu ï je nôai pas exactement le calendrier, je nôai pas 

écouté les informations ces jours-ci ï mais en 

principe le cycle des élections devait commencer 

avec, comme vous lôavez suivi, les principaux 

dirigeants du pays qui en ont été écartés selon la 

volont®, dôabord, de la communaut® internationale 

pour que les textes législatifs soient respectés. Donc, 

les principaux dirigeants politiques connus, le 

Président actuel et ses trois prédécesseurs, ont été 

écartés de la course présidentielle. 

Est-ce que cette méthode pourra amener le pays à 

une paix démocratique, à une paix politique ?  

Lorsquôun nouveau pouvoir issu des urnes sera 

installé, aura-t-il v®ritablement la l®gitimit® quôil 

faut et disposera-t-il des capacités de contrôle de 

toutes les autres forces politiques et en particulier les 

forces militaires dont on ne sait pas encore, 

jusquôici, quelle est la position par rapport ¨ tout ce 

qui se passe depuis quelques années ? Côest cela la 

question que tout le monde se pose ! 

Mais les dispositions sont prises pour que ces 

élections se déroulent de façon transparente parce 

que même les bulletins, pour une fois je crois, les 

bulletins eux-mêmes ont été sécurisés et tout le 

processus électoral a été sécurisé.  

Côest donc un d®fi tr¯s important pour Madagascar !  

Cette étape est une étape historique qui devait donc, 

comme je lôai dit tout ¨ lôheure, lui permettre de 

traverser tous les ®cueils quôil a connus jusquôici, et 
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enfin, peut-être, grâce à ce processus électoral de 

sôinscrire v®ritablement dans la d®mocratie pour que 

le pays sorte de ce cycle de violence qui date, en fait 

de plus de quatre ans. Cela fait plus de dix ans que 

Madagascar vit dans cette situation de crise et on ne 

peut pas dire que dans ces conditions le pays puisse 

véritablement se développer.  

Nous souhaitons, en tout cas, que les élections se 

déroulent dans de bonnes conditions et ouvrent la 

voie à une situation politique beaucoup plus sereine 

et favorable ¨ permettre ¨ Madagascar de sôinscrire 

dans une autre optique, une optique de 

d®veloppement et dôunit® nationale. 

Situation en Somalie : 

La Somalie est présente dans nos rapports à chaque 

session et pour cause. Je ne vais pas rappeler ici, 

quels sont les faits pr®c®dents, quelle est lôhistoire 

récente du pays et pourquoi le pays est plongé dans 

une situation de déstabilisation chronique, puisque 

un nouveau mot est né dans les langues française ou 

anglaise pour caractériser un pays qui est dans le 

d®sordre, côest la ç somalisation ».  

Quand un pays a des probl¯mes, comme on lôa vu au 

Mali r®cemment, on dit quôil y a des risques de 

« somalisation ». Au Congo on dit quôil y a des 

risques de « somalisation ». Donc, le nom Somalie a 

donn® naissance ¨ un nouveau mot quôon appelle 

« somalisation » et qui veut dire déstabilisation 

chronique. Côest cela la situation actuelle de notre 

cher pays, la Somalie, qui depuis plus de vingt ans, 

vit effectivement dans une situation de 

d®stabilisation que personne nôarrive ¨ contr¹ler.  

Je crois que côest le lieu ici, de souligner le r¹le de 

lôAfricain. On lôa vu tout ¨ lôheure au Mali, un peu 

avec la France, les pays africains sont intervenus 

pour permettre la remise sur pied du pays, mais en 

Somalie, côest essentiellement les pays africains qui 

interviennent. Ce sont les armées africaines qui 

interviennent. Le Kenya, le Burundi, lôOuganda et 

lô£thiopie sont les pays qui ont envoyés des troupes 

en Somalie et qui ont fait quôaujourdôhui, sôil y a un 

espoir que le gouvernement actuel puisse avoir un 

peu plus de l®gitimit® et quôon arrive enfin ¨ 

organiser des ®lections, côest gr©ce ¨ des pays 

africains.  

Je crois quôil faut le souligner, et côest ¨ lôactif de 

lôUnion africaine et dire comme certains de nos 

coll¯gues lôont propos®, quôil faut que dôautres pays 

africains se joignent à ces quatre pays que je viens 

de citer, pour que la charge soit un peu plus 

support®e par dôautres, parce quôune intervention 

militaire co¾te ch¯re. Aucun pays africain nôa 

v®ritablement les moyens dôenvoyer des milliers de 

soldats dans un autre pays, parce quôil faut tout le 

support, toute lôintendance, tout le financement, que 

nous nôavons pas, et qui nous amènerait à le faire au 

détriment de notre propre développement.  

Donc, vous voyez quelle est lôimportance, comment 

il faut appr®cier lôintervention de ces quatre pays en 

Somalie. 

Côest vrai que la communaut® internationale, en 

particulier, je crois lôUnion européenne et les 

Nations-Unies soutiennent fortement ces pays. 

Mais, je crois que pour que la palme soit vraiment 

remportée par les pays africains, il faudrait que 

dôautres pays se joignent ¨ ceux-là pour aider la 

Somalie ï et nous pensons que côest possible ï à 

entrer dans un cycle qui ne fasse plus fi à la 

violence ; un cycle qui, dans une Somalie unie, peut 

permettre au pays, je crois, dôaborder une ¯re 

nouvelle, dôaller ¨ des ®lections et peut-°tre dôen 

finir avec la guerre dans les mois ou dans les années 

qui vont suivre. Si ce pays doit être abandonné à son 

triste sort, ce quôon appelle la ç somalisation » va 

encore se poursuivre et il est à craindre que dans ces 

conditions là, la Somalie ne soit rayée de la carte 

avec la création de plusieurs États. 

Le rapport sur ce point est assez précis. Il décrit de 

fa­on d®taill®e, lô®volution de ces derniers mois, 

pour montrer à quel point les acteurs intérieurs et 

extérieurs conjuguent leurs efforts pour permettre à 

la Somalie de sortir de cette situation. 

Nous pensons quôavec le New Deal, le document qui 

a été accepté par tous les partenaires, le New Deal 

somalien pourrait enfin aboutir, de sorte quôavec 

lôaide des donateurs, le pays puisse affronter les 

défis fondamentaux qui se présentent à lui pour que 

demain le mot « somalisation » soit retiré du 

vocabulaire et quôon dise que ce pays a enfin pris la 

voie du consensus, de lôunit®, du d®veloppement et 

de la démocratie. 

Voilà essentiellement chers collègues ï jôai d¾ 

résumer pour ne pas vous infliger une lecture lourde 

ï puisque vous avez le document en main, je vous 

en ai fait une restitution sommaire pour nous 

permettre dôavoir beaucoup plus de temps dans le 

débat, parce que nous seuls, à la Commission, nous 

ne détenons pas la vérité.  

Nous savons que dans cette salle, il y a beaucoup 

dôautres personnes qui peuvent, au cours de ce d®bat, 

apporter une contribution positive. 
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Monsieur le Président,  

Arrivé à ce stade de mon exposé pour tirer une 

conclusion générale, je voudrais faire une 

observation dôapproche.  

Nous, au sein de notre Commission, nous recevons 

r®guli¯rement lôInstitut des Relations internationales 

dôAfrique du Sud qui nous fait des rapports sur les 

pays africains en crise afin de nous donner les 

éléments devant nous permettre de faire un rapport 

en plénière.  

Vivant cette situation régulièrement et connaissant 

aussi certains mécanismes de fonctionnement de 

notre « Maison è, nous pensons quôil y a parfois des 

d®perditions financi¯res et dô®nergies.  

Dans cette salle, je suis certain quôil y a dô®minentes 

personnalités ï il y a des chercheurs ; il y a des 

hommes politiques ; il y a des scientifiques ï qui 

sont capables de nous produire des rapports 

beaucoup plus probants et en phase avec la réalité 

que ce que nous recevons des experts quôon paye 

chèrement et qui nous produisent des rapports qui ne 

sont, peut-°tre pas souvent, ¨ la hauteur de ce quôon 

attend. 

Donc, côest le lieu pour moi, Monsieur le Pr®sident, 

de lancer un appel au Bureau pour que, 

véritablement, si on veut travailler dans de bonnes 

conditions et faire appel à des ressources 

intellectuelles probantes, il faut sortir des sentiers 

battus.  

Il faut que nous envisagions lôavenir du PAP avec 

un appel à des ressources intellectuelles beaucoup 

plus probantes, beaucoup plus riches et beaucoup 

plus efficientes, devant vraiment, nous permettre 

dôavoir des ®l®ments de travail bas®s sur des faits qui 

sont irréfutables et qui, du point de vue intellectuel, 

peuvent nous apporter quelque chose qui serait 

irréfutable. 

Donc voilà la conclusion que je voulais tirer, et la 

conclusion par rapport à la situation de paix et de 

sécurité en Afrique. Cette situation présente encore 

des zones dôombre. Notre continent nôest pas 

enti¯rement ¨ lôabri de crises et de soubresauts 

beaucoup plus graves qui pourraient venir nous 

déstabiliser. 

Regardez un peu la carte de lôAfrique et vous verrez 

que de lôAfrique du Nord en passant par lôAfrique 

de lôOuest, lôAfrique Centrale et lôAfrique Australe, 

partout où nous regardons, il y a des foyers de 

tension.  

Côest ¨ cela quôil faut que les dirigeants africains 

consacrent leurs efforts pour que des crises qui, 

parfois ont des fondements politiques, par exemple 

le refus de la démocratie, que ces crises puissent être 

surmontées afin que notre continent, de plus en plus, 

sôinscrive dans le concert des nations qui veulent 

continuer dans une démocratie transparente en 

organisant des élections transparentes pour que nous 

puissions entamer le chemin de notre 

développement par la démocratie. 

Je vous remercie. 

(Applaudissements). 

 

HON. ISSAC STEPHEEN MABILEATSA: 

Thank you Mr President and good morning to you 

all. 

The mission to the Central African Republic was led 

by Hon. Mohamed Guidji. Unfortunately, he had to 

fly back home last Friday. I am, therefore, standing 

in for him. I am sure that all of you have received a 

copy of the main report. Before I proceed, let me 

indicate to you, Hon. Colleagues that I will not read 

it as it is. I have tried to leave out some of the items 

that I believe are not really part of the crisis in the 

CAR. However, we will read about them in the 

report. They are very important. 

Let me start by saying that the latest developments 

in the political, security and humanitarian situation 

in the CAR caught the attention of the PAP which 

resolved to send a fact-finding mission to the 

country. The mission took place from 2nd to 4th 

September, 2013. The central theme, one of the 

promotion of the principles of humanitarian rights 

and democracy in Africa, the PAP had, during the 

Seventh Ordinary Session of the Third Parliament 

held from 6th to 17th May, 2013, taken the resolution 

to send a fact-finding mission to CAR in light of the 

political, security and humanitarian situation in that 

country. 

The objective of the fact-finding mission was to 

gather maximum information from members of the 

transitional government, political forces, civil 

society organisations, international organisations 

and religious groups in order to enlighten the PAP in 

accordance with its constitutive role and pursuant to 

the Protocol establishing it. 

The composition of the members of the mission is in 

the report. You will see the list and, therefore, I will 

not go through the names. 

Preparation of the mission in CAR 
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The National Transitional Council (NTC) of the 

CAR had set up an organising committee composed 

of four members of the transitional Government - 

two former members of the PAP and eight members 

of the administrative secretariat. The organising 

committee of this PAP mission warmly welcomed 

and effectively assisted the mission of the PAP to 

settle and effectively carry out its task and mandate.  

 

Hon. Gina Rouso-Songs, member of the organising 

committee, member of the NTC and former Member 

of the PAP was designated to accompany the PAP 

Mission members to different meetings that the 

mission attended. 

Institutions and personalities consulted 

Again, it is a long list in the report. You can read 

who the mission met from members of the 

transitional Government, national council, political 

parties, civil society organisations, religious groups, 

the media and international organisations. You will 

read those from the Report. 

Origin of the political crisis 

 The current political crisis in the CAR emanates 

from two causes namely; immediate and historical. 

Let me talk briefly about the historical causes. 

There are three causes responsible for the historical 

political crisis in the CAR. The first one is the poor 

organisation of the 2011 elections. According to the 

different stakeholders the mission spoke to, the 2011 

elections were marred with irregularities which were 

disputed by opposition parties. The parties 

regrouped under the platform Front for the 

Annulment and Resumption of Elections (FARE). 

During the second round of the 2011 Presidential 

Elections, these organised parties, unable to impact 

an electoral process which was biased from the 

onset, decided at the end of the race to withdraw 

from the process.  

The political leadership 

The current political crisis in the CAR is reportedly 

linked to bad governance and hypocrisy which took 

root through the re-election of former President 

François Bozize in 2011. The regime of former 

President Bozize did not entertain any dialogue with 

opposition parties and other stakeholders in the 

country. There was a real impasse in the manner of 

political leadership in the country.  

President Fran­ois Bozizeôs political leadership 

style was a dictatorship based on family affairs in the 

management of the country and control of State 

power. Opposition parties were consistently 

contesting this bad governance practice.  

Immediate Causes  

The coup de tat of 24th March, 2013 was organised 

and executed by a coalition of the Central African 

rebel forces under the banner Seleka Movement led 

by Michel Djotodia. The rebel forces seized power 

and its leader Michel Djotodia proclaimed himself 

President of the Republic immediately after seizing 

power through this revolution.  

The coup de tat of 24 March, 2013, caused serious 

violations of human rights and led to the 

deterioration in peace and security as well as the 

economic situation in the country. This 

unconstitutional political change of power of 24th 

March, 2013, led to the suspension of the 

Constitution of 27th December, 2004, and to the 

dissolution of all democratic institutions of 

governance.  

From the discussions with different stakeholders, 

two scenarios emerged to the mission. In the first 

scenario, there were those people who supported the 

coup de tat. In the second scenario were those people 

that were against it. Those who supported the coup 

de tat of 24th March, 2013, had conceived this 

unconstitutional change of government as a ray of 

hope for the people of the CAR. However, a few 

weeks after the coup de tat, the situation deteriorated 

and led to acts of rampant violence, murders and 

looting in the capital Bangui as well as in the 

hinterland. 

Management of the Political Crisis 

The role of the African Union and the Economic 

Community of Central African States in resolving 

the crisis  

Following this coup of 24th March, 2013, in the 

CAR, the AU and Economic Community of Central 

African States (ECCAS) were faced with the 

challenge of unconstitutional change of government 

occurring outside the legal and constitutional 

framework. Each of the two parties took measures in 

an attempt to restore peace and order in the country.  

Now, let me briefly discuss the role of ECCAS in 

resolving the crisis. The ECCAS, at its Fourth Extra-

ordinary Summit held on 18th April, 2013, in 

Ndjamena, Chad, resumed the developments of a 

crisis in Central Africa. The summit adopted a 

declaration called the Declaration of Ndjamena 

which contained decisions along the lines of 

normalisation of the situation in the CAR.  
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The Formation of the Transitional Council and 

other Institutions 

Pursuant to the agreement of Ndjamena of 18th 

April, 2013, and a roadmap on the composition and 

function of the NTC, transitional governance 

institutions were established in order to manage the 

Transitional Government for a period of eighteen to 

twenty-four months. This followed the 

recommendation of the Extra-ordinary summit of 

ECCAS held on 3rd April, 2013, in Ndjamena, Chad, 

which recommended the establishment of the NTC.  

Let me now discuss the mandate of the NTC.  The 

NTC was provided and conferred with legislative 

powers under the Ndjamena Code of 18th April, 

2013. The NTC was formed with the participation 

and the contribution of ECCAS consisting of 105 

members designed in line with the composition of 

the dissolved National Assembly. In other words, 

this NTC is like Parliament. It is like ourselves 

although we do not have any legislative powers yet. 

It was recommended at the Extra-ordinary Summit 

of ECCAS that the composition of the NTC be 

reviewed. Therefore, the number of seats within the 

NTC was increased from 105 to a total of 135. The 

additional thirty seats were allocated according to 

regions, political parties, including the former 

majority political party which was under 

represented, political military groups, civil society 

and women.  

The NTC was, therefore, created on 13th April, by 

Order No. 005. The NTC has full legislative powers. 

It is responsible for preparing the draft Constitution 

and submitting it for a referendum.  

Voting and the Promulgation of the Constitutional 

Transitional Charter 

The urgent task of the NTC was to develop and 

adopt a constitutional charter re-organising all 

public authority institutions in accordance with the 

Libreville Agreement and the Ndjamena Declaration 

to the popular consensus of the CAR political 

parties.  

 

The NTC, therefore, voted for the Transitional 

Constitutional Charter which was supported by the 

Head of State and the Transitional Council on 18th 

July, 2013. The promulgation of this charter was 

considered to be the beginning of the transitional 

process in the CAR.  

The Transitional Constitutional Charter provides for 

the election of a transitional Head of State by the 

Council. In accordance with the provisions of the 

Charter, the Executive branch is composed of the 

Head of State of the transition, the Prime Minister 

and the Head of the Transitional Government. The 

transitional Head of State was elected by the NTC, 

that is the Parliament itself. The legislative and 

constitutional power of the CAR is exercised by the 

NTC. It is also expected that the TCC will provide 

for the establishment of the Constitutional Court and 

the Transitional Council of Communications.  

Establishment of the Transitional Court 

In accordance with the provisions of the Ndjamena 

Declaration and the TCC, a transitional court has 

been implemented. The designation of constitutional 

judges was endorsed by decree of the Head of State 

of the transition countersigned by the Prime 

Minister.  

The members of that Constitutional Court took oath 

on 16th August, before the NTC. The Transitional 

Court is responsible for ensuring constitutionality of 

laws, hearing electoral disputes, proclaiming and 

declaring final election results and administering 

oaths to the democratically elected President of the 

Republic. 

Election of the Head State 

The NTC proceeded to elect the former rebel leader 

Michel Djotodia who led the coup of 24th March, 

2013, and proclaimed himself Head of State as a new 

transitional Head of State on 16th April, for the 

duration of the transition. He took oath under the 

Transitional Charter and the Transitional Court on 

18th August, 2013. 

The crisis between the main authorities in charge 

According to many national and international 

observers, the three main authorities of the 

transitional Government, that is the Transitional 

Head of State, the Prime Minister and the President 

of the Transitional Council do not appear to co-

operate very well to effectively manage the 

transitional period as envisaged.  

The appointment of the Prime Minister reveals that 

he had been recommended in the Libreville 

Declaration of 11th January, 2013, to head the 

National Unity Transitional Government. The 

elected Prime Minister, who is head of Government 

administration, is from the Democratic Opposition 

and previously held the position of Prime Minister 

in Bozizeôs Government. According to the 

interlocutors, the Head of State who is from Seleka 

Coalition and the Prime-Minister who comes from 



Pan-African Parliament Hansard Report, Third Session of the Third Parliament 

October 2013 

 

130 
 

the former Democratic Opposition do not appear to 

have the same political will and agenda.  

Some of the interlocutors indicated that the 

governmental team is not fully controlled by the 

Prime Minister. They felt that the Democratic 

Opposition is not effectively involved in managing 

the transition. The relationship between the three 

leaders of the transition sets hurdles in the 

management of the transitional process and this 

poses a threat to the organisation of credible 

elections if the three leaders of the transitional 

government do not co-operate. 

Issues of the Security Crisis 

The lack of security is the biggest factor facing the 

nation of the CAR. This has disastrous effects on the 

entire population. The political change that occurred 

in the CAR on 24th March, 2013, has resulted in a 

serious breach of security due to the escalation of all 

sorts of vices and the consistent presence of rebels 

and foreign mercenaries in the capital, Bangui, as 

well as in all provinces in the country.  

The Problem of the Seleka Rebellion 

According to stakeholders the mission met, the 

Seleka Rebellion is the source of security problems, 

violation of human rights and acts of mutiny in the 

capital, Bangui, as well as in the hinterland. Despite 

the seizure of power by the Head of the Seleka 

Coalition, the enemies of Seleka continue to commit 

human rights violations and abuses against civilian 

populations with impunity. The rebel forces are 

made up of several Central African factional groups 

supported by foreign mercenaries. There are many 

provinces which are under the occupation of the 

rebels.  

The Seleka sought dissolution throughout the 

country. Enemies of Seleka committed all kinds of 

violations and abuses against the civilian 

populations. Destruction of social and 

administrative infrastructure, looting, vandalism, 

theft, rape, robberies, kidnappings and summary 

executions are the order of the day.  

According to most people the mission met, foreign 

elements, alongside the Seleka Movement, commit 

abuses against the Central African Republic people. 

It is worth noting that the impunity weighs heavily 

among the members of Seleka. The Seleka Rebellion 

is widespread in approximately 95 to 98 per cent of 

the country. It is only in the south west of the country 

where Seleka failed to conquer because of the 

presence of the Ugandan forces that are in that 

region. The Seleka has, during this invasion, 

released very dangerous prisoners into the society ï 

thieves, robbers, murderers and other criminals. 

Some rebel leaders have managed to secure channels 

of State revenue to support their plans, thus 

preventing the Government from fully doing its 

sovereign and statutory responsibilities and duties.  

After the Bangui Charter, one of the rebel leaders of 

the Seleka Movement, namely Abdulai Miskim, 

separated himself from others and began to organise 

and orchestrate acts of destabilisation on the new 

authority in the capital. He has now been arrested in 

Cameroun but his elements remain loose and 

scattered in the country. According to the brief by 

the stakeholders, the Seleka Coalition is composed 

of approximately 20,000 rebel forces.  

The security situation in the CAR is very alarming. 

The lack of security is so widespread throughout the 

country. Seleka elements attack and cause havoc in 

all provinces throughout the country with the 

exception of Bangui the Capital which is under the 

protection of ECCAS forces. Out of the sixteen 

provinces in the country, Seleka controls fifteen, 

thus leading to serious security breaches throughout 

the country.  

Reports of looting, kidnapping, robbery, theft, rape, 

killings, destruction of private infrastructure and 

public buildings and other criminal acts are 

registered daily throughout the country. The CAR 

has become a lawless State where rebels make their 

own laws with impunity in most parts of the country. 

Only the Capital, Bangui, is under the control of the 

State with improved security. According to the 

stakeholders who met the mission, their current 

workforces are not able to restore security, peace 

and order throughout the country.  

The Violation of Human Rights 

Since the coup of 24th March, 2013, the human rights 

situation has drastically deteriorated at an alarming 

rate. Acts of violations of human rights, torture and 

killings perpetrated by certain elements within 

Seleka are widespread both in the capital, Bangui, as 

well as in the hinterland. Reports and cases of 

killings and summary executions, material and 

physical abuse and violation, the rape of women and 

girls, abductions and arbitrary arrests and extortion 

of funds have become the daily feature and 

occurrence. 

The Economic Situation and the Plight of the 

Displaced Persons and the Refugees 

According to the office of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Refugees based in the capital, 
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Bangui, significant populations have fled and taken 

refuge in the bushes and forests fleeing the abuse 

they suffer at the hands of Seleka elements. From the 

onset of the crisis in December, 2012, the UNHCR 

had developed response strategies to mitigate the 

crisis in terms of civilian protection, especially 

through meetings with the relevant movement 

leaders to ask them to avoid forced recruitment of 

children into their ranks. Mutiny has hindered the 

office of the UNHCR from playing its humanitarian 

role since its offices are ransacked and looted. 

The problem currently facing the efforts of the 

UNHCR from responding through its humanitarian 

role is that people have fled their homes and taken 

refuge in bushes and forests and are not easily 

accessible. Their houses have been looted and burnt 

down and whole villages have been burnt down by 

elements of Seleka. According to the officials of the 

UNHCR, there are approximately 394,979 people 

who are displaced inside the country. Out of that 

number of refuges, 42,000 are in the Democratic 

Republic of Congo (DRC), 9, 000 in Chad, 5, 000 in 

Cameroun and 4,000 in Congo. The total number of 

refugees in the neighbouring countries is estimated 

at 60,000 persons as per those figures. 

The offices of the UNHCR in these countries have 

responded positively to attend to the plight of these 

displaced persons and they are looking after them 

very well.  

Socio- Economic Consequences of the Crisis 

The political and security crisis in the CAR has 

resulted in disastrous consequences on the social 

economic sectors of the economy. Let us look at the 

education sector, for example. There were several 

interruptions in the education system at the 

beginning of 2012/2013 academic year in the 

country which operated a two-tier system. While 

examinations are organised in Bangui and in some 

localities in the country it was during this time that 

classes resumed tentatively in some areas. Since 10th 

December, 2012, teachers have abandoned their 

posts to escape to Bangui. School infrastructure has 

been destroyed and the lack of security prevents 

parents from sending their children to school.  

The Health Sector 

The Health sector has also experienced disastrous 

disruptions. The health personnel were not spared 

the atrocities and deserted hospitals and health 

centres countrywide. The health facilities have been 

destroyed and damaged and no medication is 

available even just for ordinary First Aid. The few 

health workers who remained in the provinces were 

subjected to threats and harassment by Seleka 

elements. Women give birth in the bush without any 

medical assistance whatsoever and water-borne 

diseases are rampant and prevalent.  

The Economic Situation 

The economic consequences of the political and 

security crisis in the CAR are numerous and diverse. 

These consequences include but not limited to, 

amongst others, the following: 

(i) The non-payment of salaries to 

civil servants for more than four 

months during the mission; 

(ii)  The regression of trade inflows 

between the CAR and the 

neighbouring countries such as 

Cameroun;  

(iii)  The economic suffocation of the 

CAR by the rebels who attacked 

the main sources of public 

revenue for their personal gain 

and benefit;  

(iv) The damage and harm to the 

economic apparatus in the private 

and public sector;  

(v) The break-down of social, 

economic and agricultural 

activities throughout the CAR 

territory poses serious threat of 

food crisis; and  

(vi) Discontinuation of farming, 

breeding, fishing and other 

activities which could also lead to 

serious food shortages in the 

country; 

The plight of the Parliamentarians of the former 

Parliament 

Parliamentarians of the Fifth Parliament revealed to 

the mission that since 24th March, 2013, the peace 

accords of Libreville and Ndjamena by Heads of 

State of ECCAS has never been complied with to 

allow for the establishment of an environment 

conducive to peace and reconciliation. They 

indicated that Article 7 of the Libreville Agreement 

which states that the National Assembly shall 

maintain its prerogatives until the next legislative 

elections was not respected.  

These former Parliamentarians raised their concerns 

over the silence on Article 7 of the political 

agreement in Libreville from 11th January, 2013, in 
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international meetings to resolve the crisis in the 

CAR. According to them, the situation makes the 

135 members of the National Transitional 

Government and their constituents skeptical about 

the prospects of peace. This situation is not likely to 

facilitate the creation of an environment conducive 

to promotion of national reconciliation, peace and 

security as well as organising free, fair and credible 

elections. 

The stakeholders that we met proffered some 

proposals that they believe the international 

community and the AU should actually address in 

trying to resolve the crisis in the CAR. The civil 

society and the different social political groups are 

proposing the following: 

a) The Transitional Government should 

scrupulously respect the different 

agreements signed and the provisions 

of the TCC in order to have a 

successful transition;  

b) The international community should 

provide multi-faceted support to the 

Central African Republic 

Government (NTC) for the 

restoration of security and public 

order as well as the provision of 

humanitarian rights and the fight 

against impunity orchestrated in the 

country by Seleka elements;  

c) The Transitional Government should 

return the non-conventional foreign 

forces to their respective countries;  

d) The Transitional Government should 

organise an all inclusive dialogue in 

order to create a climate of peace and 

reconciliation;  

e) The Transitional Government should 

identify and bring justice to 

perpetrators of crimes and atrocities 

against the population; and 

f)  The international community and the 

AU should assist the Transitional 

Government to prepare serious, 

transparent and credible elections at 

the end of the transition in order to 

avert undemocratic challenges and 

violence as was the case in 2011. 

There have been other suggestions and solutions that 

have been undertaken by ECCAS. The ECCAS 

plays a very important role in the resolution of the 

crisis in CAR.  Since the beginning of the crisis in 

December, 2012, ECCAS has taken certain 

measures dealing with the signing of the Libreville 

Agreement on the Resolution of the Political Crisis 

in the CAR; and the Declaration of Principles of the 

Parties to the Negotiations in Libreville on the Crisis 

in CAR was considered and adopted on 11th January, 

2011.  

All parties in the Conflict 

The Ndjamena Declaration of 18th April, 2013 was 

adopted after the coup de tat of 24th March, 2013. It 

sets provisions for the management of the 

transitional period which is between eighteen to 

twenty four months and the organisation of 

Presidential and legislative elections. 

The establishment of a multi-national force of 

ECCAS  

This multi-national force is made up of soldiers from 

Central African countries. The FOMEC was made 

up of 7,000 men at the beginning of the crisis whose 

mission was to foil elements in the Central African 

army but when the situation deteriorated, FOMEC 

forces re-adapted to the situation by providing 

security. They are present in the central, west, north 

and in the Mbege Region. Thanks to FOMEC, 

security returned to the capital, Bangui. FOMEC 

forces secured the economic highway of the country 

between the corridor of Bangui and Gala, 

Cameroun, that had been held hostage by the rebels. 

In other words, it was not traversable. 

 

 The FOMEC also undertook an operation of 

disarmament and depositing arms in depots in the 

capital, Bangui, by rebels who were accepting peace 

and amnesty. However, the forces of FOMEC are 

not sufficient to ensure the security throughout the 

CAR.  

 

The other effort is that of assuming the responsibility 

for paying salaries and salary arrears for the 

members of the civil service still due to the public 

officers by Congo. Efforts are being made by the 

Ombudsman of ECCAS for the payment of arrears 

of salaries to these officials. The first instalment of 

arrears is already paid and the second one will soon 

be paid.  

Action Taken by the AU to Strengthen Security  

The AU is also very concerned about the security 

situation that continues to deteriorate in the country 

despite efforts by the Transitional Government. 

Since the coup de tat of 24th March, 2013, the 
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security situation in the country increasingly calls 

for consented intervention of the AU. The Peace and 

Security Council of the AU decided to implement an 

international support mission. (MISCA) to the 

country, that is a military force to restore order. 

Military officers from MISCA/AU in collaboration 

with ECCAS officials are fast and loose on the 

ground for the establishment of MISCA which is 

scheduled for deployment in early 2014. There was 

a draft agreement between the AU, ECCAS and the 

Transitional Government on the implementation of 

the MISCA.  

Contrary to the will of the AU, the MISCA can only 

be functional in January, 2013. It is a robust force 

that will protect the entire CAR population and help 

to restore security and order in the country. The 

MISCA will replace the FOMAC and train the 

Central African Republic national force that will 

provide security throughout the country. 

The Role of the UN in Resolving the Crisis 

From the beginning of the crisis, the UN partnered 

with CAR through the intensification of its actions 

to foster security and protection of the civilian 

population.  The UN Peace Buildings Office in the 

country, BENUCA, is developing a mechanism to 

ensure stability in the country.  The BENUCA force 

is also seeking funds to help reform the Central 

African Republic army.  

Analysis of Information Gathered by the PAP 

The political, security and humanitarian situation in 

the country was felt to be extremely alarming. The 

situation is so catastrophic that the Government is 

not able to assume its statutory and sovereign duties 

and responsibility to its peoples. 

The CAR is experiencing an unprecedented crisis 

that has resulted in the degradation of morale and has 

resulted in serious violation of human rights. There 

is no co-relation between violence, human rights and 

impunity in the CAR.  

The mission noted that the African Commission on 

Human and Peopleôs Rights cannot undertake any 

visit to the CAR to investigate the level of violation 

of human rights in the country and the impunity that 

is there for fear of security and safety of its 

personnel. 

The international community must take urgent 

measures to lift the country out of this situation. The 

Transitional Government is lacking financial 

resources to restore peace, security and order in the 

country. The slowing down of the social economic 

activity is likely to cause a food crisis in the country.  

Sanctions imposed by the AU against the CAR have 

exacerbated the economic crisis in the country 

whose populations are victims and has resulted in 

the inability of the Government to deal with its 

sovereign duties. There is urgent need to restore 

constitutional legality in the CAR and, to do so, the 

country needs the support of the international 

community. 

The differences that exist between three leading 

actors or political leaders of the transition, that is the 

Head of State, the Prime Minister and President of 

the Transitional Council, and which are explained by 

lack of trust and collaboration, hinder the progress 

the transition so much desires.  

The transitional authority should create a level 

playing field and think about the national interest of 

the people as a whole in order to successfully 

manage the transition for the organisation of 

credible, free and transparent elections. 

Recommendations of the Mission 

Given the prevailing political, security and 

humanitarian situation in the CAR, and on the 

strength of information gathered from all relevant 

stakeholders, the PAP Mission hereby recommends 

as follows: 

(i) In view of the rapid deterioration 

and fragility of humanitarian, 

peace and security situation which 

hinders free movement of persons 

and goods in the CAR, the efforts 

made by African Union for 

deployment of MISCA 

throughout the country needs to 

be accelerated in order to facilitate 

a climate for organising of 

transparent, free and credible 

elections and for the holding of 

election campaigns and the 

provision of social humanitarian 

services; 

(ii)  The Transitional Government 

should take rapid and appropriate 

measures to resettle persons 

displaced from their homes in 

order to facilitate provision of 

humanitarian assistance and other 

social services such as health, 

education, water, food provision, 
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etc, which have been destroyed 

during the uprising;  

(iii)  The is need for the African Union 

to urgently take measures towards 

uplifting the economic sanctions 

imposed on the CAR in order to 

build the capacity and facilitate 

the organisation of financial 

resources by the Transitional 

Government in order to pay basic 

utility services such as public 

service salaries, utilities and other 

resources for the organisation and 

preparation of credible elections 

as well as the provision of basic 

public infrastructure;  

(iv) The Transitional Government 

should give an urgent priority 

towards the disarmament of the 

heavily-armed Central African 

Republic militias and foreign 

mercenaries and expel the later 

who have spread throughout the 

country and separate them to 

create the necessary environment 

conducive to the free election 

campaigns without threat to the 

national security; 

(v) There is need for the international 

community to put pressure on the 

three leading actors or leaders 

mandated to manage the transition 

so that they work in close co-

operation for the interest of all the 

people of the CAR;  

(vi) There is need for the AU to take 

urgent measures for lifting the 

economic situation against the 

CAR in order to guarantee a 

climate conducive to the return of 

technical and financial partners to 

the country for the resumption of 

their financial support;  

(vii)  There is need for the African 

Committee on Human and 

Peopleôs Rights to respond to the 

urgently desperate and serious 

violations of human rights and the 

impunity prevailing therein; 

(viii)  There is urgent need to organise 

an all inclusive dialogue of all 

strata of Central African Republic 

society for the establishment of a 

peaceful and orderly climate 

before the organisation of the 

elections; and 

(ix) There is urgent need for the AU to 

organise continental meetings 

with all stakeholders of the 

conflict in CAR.  

Finally, Mr President, I wish to thank all my 

colleagues who were part of the mission for their 

support, working tirelessly, co-operating very well 

with me and for making valuable contributions 

during the mission.  

I thank you Your Excellency the President and dear 

colleagues for listening to me. 

Applause 

 

THE PRESIDENT: Hon. Members, we have 

received two presentations. I shall now allow debate 

on the presentations. I have a list of six speakers. We 

shall give three minutes to each speaker to intervene. 

The first speaker on my list is Hon. Aubin Nogngo 

Luwowo from the DRC.  

 

HON. AUBIN NGONGO LUWOWO 

[RÉPUBLIQUE DÉMOCRATIQUE DU 

CONGO] : Merci, Monsieur le Président, pour la 

parole. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Vous serez un peu indulgent, parce que vous avez 

suivi le Président de la Commission Permanente de 

la Coopération, des relations internationales et de 

R¯glement des conflits, lôHonorable Saleh 

KEBZABO, qui a regretté que les experts de 

lôInstitut dô£tudes de S®curit® sur la situation 

s®curitaire en Afrique nôaient pas ®t® profonds dans 

la présentation de la situation des conflits en 

Afrique, et principalement en République 

Démocratique du Congo.  

Côest pourquoi, le Pr®sident Saleh a demand® que 

ceux qui connaissent mieux ce conflit, ceux qui 

comprennent mieux ce conflit puissent lôexpliquer ¨ 

lôintention dôautres collègues. Donc, vous serez 

indulgent, Monsieur le Président, de me donner un 

peu plus de temps pour que je lôexplique ¨ nos 

collègues. 

Monsieur le Président,  
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Le Congo-Kinshasa ou la République Démocratique 

du Congo a neuf (9) voisins. Il a neuf voisins qui 

sont : le Sud-Soudan, la République centrafricaine, 

le Congo Brazzaville, lôAngola, la Zambie, la 

Tanzanie, le Burundi, lôOuganda et le Rwanda. 

Mais, depuis pr¯s de deux d®cennies, le Congo nôest 

d®stabilis® quô¨ partir du Rwanda, lôun de nos 

voisins.  

Pourquoi ces guerres r®currentes ¨ partir dôun seul 

territoire, alors que nous en avons neuf ?  

À mon humble avis, et selon les experts de la 

communaut® internationale, côest principalement ¨ 

cause des richesses que recèle cette partie de la 

République Démocratique du Congo ; des richesses 

quôon ne trouve que dans cette partie du monde, 

notamment le coltan qui sert à fabriquer le 

téléphone, et qui est résistant pour la fabrication de 

certaines pi¯ces dans lôaviation. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Depuis des décennies, le Congo souffre de cette 

ingérence de son voisin rwandais avec lequel nous 

ne demandons quô¨ vivre en paix.  

Il est vrai que le Rwanda a connu un génocide en 

1994. Ce nôest pas le Zaµre de lô®poque qui a invit® 

les Rwandais à traverser et à venir au Congo. Côest 

la situation de frontière. Nous ne pouvions pas 

placer un soldat ou un policier à chaque mètre pour 

emp°cher aux Rwandais, qui venaient de sôentretuer, 

de traverser. Et ceux qui ont traversé sont dans nos 

brousses. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Le Rwanda nous reproche de nôavoir pas neutralis® 

les Forces Démocratiques de Libération du Rwanda 

(FDLR). Côest vrai, les FDLR sont dans nos 

brousses. Mais elles font beaucoup de mal aux 

Congolais ! Elles violent des Congolaises ; elles 

pillent le Congo ! Nous nôavons pas les moyens 

militaires pour les chasser !  

Les Rwandais ont traversé, à un certain moment, 

avec lôaide de lôarm®e congolaise ; on nôa pas r®ussi.  

Les Rwandais sont rest®s ¨ lôEst du pays, de 1998 ¨ 

2001 ; de nonante-huit ï comme disent les Belges ï 

¨ 2001, mais ils nôont ni chass® ni neutralis® le 

FDLR. Ils étaient là avec le Rassemblement des 

Congolais pour la Démocratie (RCD).  

Mais comment nous demander, aujourdôhui, alors 

quôon nôa pas encore con­u une arm®e v®ritablement 

efficace, de chasser ces FDLR ?  

La solution serait peut-être de faire ce que nous 

faisons ; ce que la communauté internationale nous 

demande de faire ! La solution serait que le Rwanda 

négocie avec ses rebelles, comme nous, nous 

négocions avec nos rebelles.  

Le Rwanda ne veut pas négocier avec les rebelles, le 

FDLR, parce quôils ont tu®. Mais nous n®gocions 

avec le M23 qui ont tué, qui tuent et qui violent, qui 

détruisent notre pays, qui détruisent notre 

environnement. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Le Rwanda a entretenu le RCD, côest une r®bellion ; 

le Congrès National pour la Défense du 

Peuple (CNDP), une rébellion ; le [10 :51 :30], une 

rébellion ! Aujourdôhui, le M23, une autre 

rébellion ! Demain, peut-être, le M24, le M25, le 

M26 ! Nous ne cherchons quô¨ vivre en paix avec le 

Rwanda. 

La communauté internationale a sa part de 

responsabilité. Elle exige à la RDC de négocier avec 

ses rebelles, mais ne demande pas au Rwanda de 

négocier avec ses rebelles. Or, la seule solution pour 

nous, côest que le Rwanda n®gocie avec ses rebelles ; 

nous négocions avec les nôtres ! Côest vrai que nous 

sommes depuis dix (10) mois à Kampala, mais ça ne 

marche pas.  

Le Congo a montré sa bonne foi ! Il a envoyé une 

délégation pour négocier avec ses rebelles.  

Les rebelles congolais ne sont pas plus saints. Ils 

tuent comme le FDRL tue. On a entendu, au cours 

de lôexpos® du Pr®sident, tout ¨ lôheure, quôil y a eu 

concertations nationales. Jôai pris part ¨ ces 

concertations nationales comme un opposant. Je ne 

suis pas du système. Les gens ont parlé librement, et 

on a fait des propositions ï à peu près 626 

propositions ï pour quôon retrouve la coh®sion 

nationale, et ce nô®tait pas de la complaisance.  

Le Pr®sident Kabila a fait un discours quôil a 

prononcé pendant que nous étions ici. Il a pris 

lôengagement de respecter ce que les concertateurs 

ont dit.  

Jôai entendu, pendant ce s®jour ici, Monsieur le 

Pr®sident, quôon dit que si les rebelles du M23 ont 

pris les armes, côest ¨ cause des ®lections de 2011. 

Côest vrai, toutes les ®lections en Afrique, on sait 

toujours quôil y a contestation. Elles ne sont pas 

parfaites comme dans certains pays [Temps de 

parole épuisé]. 
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HON. BENDIR KHATARI DJAMEL  

[SAHARAWI]  

  ̯ϜϽЫІм ̪̪  ̪ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ ̯ϜϽЫІ-   м ϤϝКϜϿзЮϜ ϣзϯЮ ϽтϽЧϦ аϹЧв

:ϤϝЗϲыв ϣϪы̮̮̮̮Ϫ р̵Ϲ̮̮̮̮̮̮̮̮Ю  ϣуЮмϹЮϜ ϤϝЦыЛЮϜ-   сЮмъϜ  ϣЗϲыгЮϜ

:-  ̳иϜϼϒ Ϝϻкм ϣ̮з̮̮Ђ еуЛ̮̮Ϡϼϒ ̳ϻзв рϹ̯ЯϠ сТ ϹϚϝЃЮϜ ЙЎнЮϜ ϟуу̵ПϦ нк

ПЮϜ ̭ϜϽ̮̮ϳЋЮϜ с̮̮̮̮Т  ИϜϿ̮̮з̮̮ЮϜ дϒ ϝ̮̮жϽϡϧ̮̮Кϒ ϜϺϖ ϼϽϡв ϽуО ϣ̮̮у̮̮ϠϽ

.  с̮̮̮̮Ч̮̮̮̮тϽ̮̮̮̮ТϜ Ϲ̮Я̮Ϡ Й̮̮̮вм ϼϝ̮̮̮̮̮Ϯ Йв 

:̯ϝужϝϪ-    ̯ϝувыКϖ ̯ϝгуϧЛϦ ЅуЛϦ ϣзЂ еуЛϠϼϜ рΖϹЮ ϣтмϜϽϳЋЮϜ ϣуЏЧЮϜ дϖ

 дϒ  ЩЮ̵ϻЪ ϹлЛгЮϜм ϣзϯЯЮϜ ϸнϠ дϝЪ ̪ буϧ̵ЛϧЮϜ Х̵угЛϦ сТ бкϝ̳Ѓт Ϝϻкм

 еϳж  ̯ϝгЯЂъм ̯ϜϼϜϽЧϧЂϖ ЅуЛϦ еЮ сϧЮϜ дϜϹЯϡЮϜ егЎ ев рϹЯϠ ϬϼϹ̳т

в етϸϽЇ38  РϽА  ев Эϧϳв рϹЯϠм  ϽϚϜϿϯЮϜ ϞнзϮ сТ ЅуЛж ϣзЂ

 ̯ϝзϯЂм ̯ϝ̮̮Ї̮̮Г̮̮̮̮̮Ϡ ̳ЅуЛϦ  ϣЯϧϳгЮϜ ХАϝзгЮϜ сТ еузАϜнгЮϜм  сЧтϽТϖ ϹЯϠ

 ϝлЯЪ ϤыϚϝК ϣуКϝгϮ ϽϠϝЧв РϝЇϧЪϜ бϦ  ̯ϜϽу϶Ϝ ϤϝКϝгϯЮϝϠ ыϧЦм

  ̯ϝувыКϖ ̯ϝгуϧЛϦ Шϝзк ЬϜϺϝв дц  бЯК пЯК Ϲϲϒъм ϞϜϽ̳ϧЮϜ сТ  ϤϽгА

в ̯ϜϺϖ. ̯ϝуЧтϽТϖ ϹЯϠ нк ϣуϠϽПЮϜ ̭ϜϽϳЋЮϜ сТ рϽϯтϝ  

 ϸϝϳϦъϜ сТ ̯ϜнЏК ск ϣтмϜϽϳЋЮϜ ϣуϠϽЛЮϜ ϣтϼнлгϯЮϜ ЩЮϻЪ

 РмϽД ЅуЛϦ сϧЮϜ ϣуЧтϽТъϜ оϽ϶ъϜ  дϜϹЯϡЮϜ Э̮̮̮Ъ Эϫв с̮̮̮Ч̮̮тϽТъϜ

   ϣгϚϝЧЮϜ иϻк егЎ рϹЯϠ  ϬϼϹ̳Ϧъ ϜϺϝгЮ ϹтϽ̵ЇϦм Э̵ϧ̯Цм ϞϜϽϧϲϖ  ϣуϚϝзϫϧЂϜ

ϰϝϧϧТϜ ϣтϜϹϠ  ϻзв ̯ϒϽу϶Ϝ  ϢϸϝЛЮ ϝЪ  ϜмϽкϝЗϦ днзАϜнв Шϝзк иϻк ϝзϧЃЯϮ

 е̮̮К аы̮̮̮̮̮̮ЫЮϜ е̮̮̮̮К  рϸы̮̮̮̮̮̮̮Ϡ ϟу̵уПϧЮ Ϝ̯ϼϽϡв  о̵ϼϒ ъ ̯ϜϺϖ ϜнЛгЦ̳ϒм

 ИϝЎмъϜ  еК ϜнгЯЫϦ ϝгЪ. ϣ̮̮у̮̮ϠϽ̮̮̮̮П̮̮̮ЮϜ ϣтмϜϽϳЋЮϜ сТ ϣ̮̮уЛЎнЮϜ

 сϚϹϡгЮϜ  СЦнгЮϜ ЭϯΗЂ̳ϒ дϜ  сзϦн̵Утъ Ϝϻк  ϣуЧтϽТϜ  оϽ϶Ϝ дϜϹЯϠ сТ

ЇЮϜм ъ еЫЮ ϣуЏЧЮϜ иϻк  ЈнЋϷϠ сЧтϽТъϜ ϸϝϳϦъϜ иϻϷϦϜ рϻЮϜ Иϝϯ

Ю ϽтϽЧϦ ϟу͐уПϧЮ ̯ϜϼϽϡв оϼϒ ϣуЮмϹЮϜ ϤϝКϜϿзЮϜм ϤϝЦыЛЮϜ ϣзϯ 

 Ͻу̮̮̮О слТ  ϣуϠϽЛЯЮ ϣгϮϽϧЮϜ Ьнϲ ск ϝлтϹϠ̳ϓЂ сϧЮϜ ϢϽу϶ъϜ ϣГϲыгЮϜ

. ЌϽ̮̮̮̮П̮̮̮̮̮ЮϝϠ с̮̮Тн̮̮̮Ϧъм ϣу̮Тϝ̮̮̮Ъ 

  ̪̪ ЁуϚϽЮϜ рϹуЂ  ϜϽЫІ 

 

HON. SUAD AL -FATIH AL BADAWI  

[SUDAN]: Thank you Mr President, and I also wish 

to thank all the presenters.  

Mr President, Africa is in turmoil. Conflicts are 

everywhere, starting with the Arab states and now 

Mali, Guinea Conakry, Kenya, the DRC, 

Madagascar, Somali and the line does not stop here. 

Who benefits from this instability in Africa? Once a 

conflict breaks out, Mr President, a foreign power 

comes over and, in no time, everything is over. 

Later, Africa comes with its missions and reports.  

Mr President, are we really independent? I believe 

that Africa is under a new and more serious 

colonisation. Unless we solve this problem, things 

will continue to become worse. Mr President, I 

believe that unless this Parliament becomes a 

legislative body, very little can be attained.  

Mr President, I finally propose the following:  

i) A serious campaign should be 

launched by all the Members of 

Parliament of the PAP to put 

pressure on our leaders to 

transform the PAP into a 

legislative body. I propose, here, 

the formation of an ad hoc 

committee to supervise this; 

ii)  The AU should shoulder its main 

responsibility of securing peace, 

order and security in Africa 

because, without this, 

development will just be a lip 

service; and  

iii)  The intervention of powers from 

outside Africa should stop 

whatever this is going to cost us; 

and  

iv) Finally, the ICC should be driven 

out of Africa because I believe we 

are competent enough to judge 

ourselves.  

Thank you Sir.  

Applause 

 

HON. MANCHOLU MOLEMOHI  

[LESOTHO]:   Thank you, Mr. President and I 

thank the presenter.   

Mr. President, I am delighted and supportive of the 

AUôs decision to approve the creation of a military 

rapid reaction force to deal with military coups, 

rebellions or war in a move intended to reduce the 

continentôs reliance on foreign funds and troops for 

its defence, and establishment of the African stand-

by force expected to be operational by 2015 to 

enable the AU to achieve its o objective on  peace 

and security Africa. 

Mr President, finally, it is a pleasure for the AU to 

address emerging sources of conflict to promote 

peace and stability on the continent, take ownership 

of African issues, provide African solutions to 

African problems, continue to speak with one voice 

and act collectively to promote our common interest 

in the international arena.  

 I thank you. 

 

HON. CLAUDINE AFIAVI PRUDENCIO  

[BÉNIN] : Merci, Monsieur le Président.   
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Merci à tous les intervenants pour leur brillante 

intervention.          

Monsieur le Président,  

À mon avis, sans paix, ni sécurité, il ne peut pas 

avoir de développement durable. Alors, il y a une 

alliance entre les notions de paix, de sécurité et 

d®veloppement. Côest ¨ ce niveau que la r®flexion 

doit être menée dans le cadre de la prévention et du 

règlement des confits en Afrique.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Pour moi, la trilogie « paix, sécurité, 

développement », suppose également la bonne 

gouvernance politique et par conséquent la 

démocratie. Le [11 :01 :29]  citoyen des politiques 

publiques est aujourdôhui le meilleur outil de 

prévention des conflits. Les conflits armés et les 

guerres qui sévissent sur le continent africain, 

affectent le développement économique et social du 

continent. Et aucun pays, aucune r®gion nôest 

épargnée à cause des problèmes de gouvernance et 

de démocratie. 

 Monsieur le Président,  

La mal gouvernance des ressources du sous-sol, les 

pressions des populations, la mauvaise répartition 

des richesses, lôin®gal d®veloppement des r®gions ¨ 

lôint®rieur dôun m°me pays, sont les causes 

profondes qui menacent la paix et la sécurité sur le 

continent africain.  

LôAfrique du Nord qui ®tait consid®r®e comme une 

zone relativement stable, connaît actuellement des 

remous qui affectent toute la région du Maghreb. 

Les populations de cette région du continent 

longtemps opprimées, manifestent actuellement 

leurs droits ¨ la libert® dôexpression. 

Face ¨ cette situation qui nôhonore gu¯re le continent 

africain, il nous faut redoubler dôeffort ¨ travers la 

prévention desdits conflits.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Avant de faire des propositions, je voudrais poser 

quelques questions :  

Sôil est ®tabli que la mal gouvernance ®conomique 

et politique au sein des États est la source principale 

des conflits en Afrique, malgré le Mécanicisme 

Africain dô£valuation par les Pairs (MAEP) auquel, 

presque, tous les États ont adh®r®, nôest-il pas 

opportun de revoir ce système dans la mesure où 

[Temps de parole épuisé]. 

HON. AZIZOU EL HADJ ISSA  [BÉNIN] :  

[Micro éteint] à ce [Micro éteint] tous les membres 

de la transition pour les élections à venir.  

Celui qui accepte de faire la transition ne peut plus 

être candidat.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Plus fort encore, que je ne vois pas dans les 

recommandations, tous ceux qui ont pris les armes, 

une fois, contre leur peuple, il ne faut plus quôon 

accepte leur candidature. 

Si ces deux conditions sont réunies, Monsieur le 

Président, je crois que la Centrafrique va sortir des 

probl¯mes. Ils peuvent soutenir dôautres 

candidatures, mais plus jamais eux, qui ont tiré sur 

leur peuple. Ils vont déposer leur candidature pour 

venir les diriger. Ce nôest plus possible ! 

Monsieur le Président,  

Voil¨ les propositions que jôavais ¨ ajouter. 

Je vous remercie. 

 

HON. ABDULAZIZ ABDULAHI MOHAMED  

[SOMALIA ]: Thank you, Mr President, for 

allowing me to participate in this important debate 

on continental peace and security.  

Mr. President, let me start my comments by 

condemning the Westgate Shopping Mall attack 

where over 60 people, from all over the world, lost 

their lives and many others were injured.  

Mr President, I would like to send my condolences 

to the families of those students killed at the 

Agricultural College in Yobe State of Nigeria. Mr 

President, it is the recent attacks at the Westgate 

Mall in Kenya and Yobe State in Nigeria which 

highlight and exemplify the continentôs need for 

unity against extremism. Mr President, Al Shabaab 

is also responsible for the majority of attacks on 

ships passing on the Somali Coast, which is a major 

route for international trade.  

Mr President, the extremist groups have been locked 

in war with various states in Africa for control and 

ultimately create a state of chaos where the 

constitution and rule of law have no place at all. Mr 

President, it is an opportunity to thank the AMISOM 

forces for the sacrifices they have made for the sake 

of peace in Somalia.  
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Mr President, I also express my appreciation for the 

military support that Somalia is receiving from 

Uganda, Burundi, Djibouti, Kenya, Sierra Leone, 

Nigeria and Ethiopia.  

Mr President, it is also important to know that 

Somali National Security Forces receive significant 

financial support from the Turkish Government to 

aid in the fight against extremism. Mr President, the 

security situation in Africa is alarming and, 

therefore, it should be monitored constantly and 

genuinely by the AUôs body on Peace and Security, 

to make sure that security, stability and the rule of 

law are re-established.  

Finally, Mr. President, in order to tackle these 

challenges, we need to study the background of the 

whole issue. It is my personal opinion, Mr President, 

that factors contributing to extremism in Africa are 

many, but I would like you to know that radicalism 

is one of the major factors. Mr President, there are 

many African countries that need continental 

attention and solidarity to overcome the insecurity 

challenges that our people face today.  

Mr President, the AU should have a genuine 

mechanism in place, to address the root causes of the 

conflicts and insecurity on the continent.  

Thank you. 

 

HON. ONYANGO KAKOBA [UGANDA ]: 

Thank you, Mr President and I want to thank the 

presenters for the two presentations.  

Mr President, going through the two presentations, I 

re-affirm the challenges that Africa still faces on the 

issues of peace and security and when we look at 

situations that have been presented, on the surface, 

they look like internal problems. However, with 

further analysis, we realise that there is an element 

of external involvement and an influence of terrorist 

organisations. 

Mr President, these two elements are a very big 

factor and, as Africa, we need to come together to 

make sure that we tackle the issue of security and 

peace in our continent. 

Mr President, one of the ways that I think Africa can 

tackle this issue is to make sure that we utilise all the 

avenues that are available. I do recall that within the 

peace and security framework of Africa, there is a 

provision for stand-by regional brigade forces but 

this has not been implemented. Therefore, my 

appeal to the AU is that we should work this through 

because each of the five regions is supposed to have 

a stand-by force. 

To the best of my recollection, the Eastern Stand-by 

Brigade is the only one that has been put in place. 

This, I can say with a lot of confidence because the 

training took place in my constituency. Other 

regions also need to put that force in place and not 

just putting them in place but also making sure that 

they are utilised.  

Mr President, looking at specific countries, a lot of 

attention needs to be paid to the Central African 

Republic because, given the description that is in 

this report, it looks like, in the near future, the 

Central African Republic will be far worse than 

Somalia was and we need to handle this before it 

really gets out of hand. 

The other area that we need to look at is the issue of 

Somalia. Of course, Uganda, Kenya and Burundi 

have been involved in Somalia but, recently, there 

was a discussion and an agreement that the forces 

should be increased from 17,000 to more than 

24,000. My appeal to African countries is that we 

must contribute to resolve the issue because Somalia 

is a very key area. Some of the terrorist groups that 

are there, especially the Al Shabab, end up 

infiltrating into other countries. 

Lastly, Mr President, I wish to say something on the 

issue of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). 

As neighbour of the DRC and also as someone who 

has been involved in the issue of the DRC through 

the Framework of the International Conference on 

the Great Lakes Region, there is a need to tackle all 

the negative forces in that region. We need to tackle 

the issue of the M23, ADF and all the other rebel 

groups. 

The final one is the issue of Hutus which we should 

do through negotiations first but if these fail, then, 

of course, we can move to the next step of 

intervention. 

I thank you, Mr President and Hon. Members, for 

your kind attention.   

 

HON. HENRY WILLIE YALLAH  [LIBERIA ]: 

Thank you Mr President.  

Mr President all that has been said here is true but, 

for me, I am listening and understanding with a dark 

mind because I am a bit confused. What are we 

doing with these reports? What are we doing with 

this information? Is it meant to just entertain us? I 

mean, is it just for us to listen to or what? What are 
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we going to do with it? Is it just for us to know how 

people are dying on the other side of Africa? Is it for 

us to know how hunger has taken over all the corners 

of Africa? Is it for us to know that we lack the single 

step to make any effort to resolve it? Like one of the 

colleagues said, the intent and objective upon which 

Parliament was established is good. Until we have 

the power to achieve it this is just mere 

entertainment.  

This is seriously true. Without the legislative power 

or authority, we will not even ban anybody.  

Actually, for close to one year that I have been here, 

I have not seen anywhere or any report that came to 

say that what we agreed here was even implemented 

in any country. I have never heard. Maybe, I am 

misinformed. I am sorry, maybe, I am in the dark 

but, quickly, in my opinion, we need to impress all 

our leaders to allow us have this authority.   Explain 

to them that their power will not be tampered with. 

Power is sweet and nobody wants to leave it. 

Nobody! What more the whole country? You are 

President and somebody says let us share the power. 

It is worrying, but we need to convince them so that 

we have power today. We need to get simple 

authority so that when this information comes we 

can come up with a resolution to help our people 

because tomorrow our children would say ask, ñYou 

were in the PAP, what did you do?ò In fact, when 

we return to our homes the press come to find out 

what we discussed. What do we tell them? It is 

embarrassing, Are we afraid to take a position on 

this Kenya issue. Let all African leaders impress on 

a postponement of this trial for the Kenyan leaders 

because they will refuse to go. Let me thank those 

who have taken action on Somalia. Without any 

attempt to do so now Somalia could be erased if we 

do not intervene. Those are happy. Thank God for 

them, but we   

 

HON. P.C. BAI KURR KANAGBARO  [SIERRA 

LEONE]:  Thank you, Mr President.  I want to thank 

the presenters for job well done as well as those who 

have spoken before me. 

Mr President, these documents are very important. 

They are very essential but, as the previous young 

representative from Liberia said:  What do we do 

with these reports?  Do we send them to the AU?  Do 

we send them to the Foreign Ministers?  Do we send 

them to the Heads of State?  Do we send them to the 

Defence Ministers?  Do we send them to the 

international press? You can see that most of these 

words are already in the press, in the media. People 

see for themselves there.   

Mr President, it is interesting for us to go over and 

over and over again on these reports. We have had 

them so many times in this hall of Parliament but, 

like the previous speaker said:  What are we doing 

with this?  The history of Africa is well known. It is 

about interference, interference and interference.  

Look at what happened in the Congo with the killing 

of Patrice Lumumba.  Until now, these are the 

effects of the interference by the Belgian 

Government and the international community.  It is 

well known but, again, when we look at all these 

things, we condemn the West and the international 

community. We say the right things but look at what 

is happening in Africa.  It is nothing other than 

tribalism, ethnicity, regionalism and sectionalism.  

When you look at all these reports, you find out that 

my neighbours - I know Guinea a little.  I was there 

as a refugee in the 1990s.  I was there and saw what 

was going on.  I am afraid that if anything happens 

there, Sierra Leone will be on the receiving end. 

Liberia will be on the receiving end.  So, when we 

talk, the time is too short but let us see that some of 

these reports are published in the New York Times 

or the Washington Post.  We have to have a PRO, a 

strong PRO, a liaison officer who will put together 

some of the documents to present to this hall  of 

Parliament because it makes sense and for the world 

to know that the PAP is concerned about the welfare 

of people of Africa.   

Mr President, I beg your indulgence, with all the 

good work you have done, let us have a strong 

communication entity in the PAP that will make you 

and the PAP a success story.  It will show the world 

that we are there and that our voices speak for the 

voiceless because if we say we talk about all these 

things, there is no time.  We cannot even talk about 

Guinea that is my neighbour.   So, I support this 

document but let us also, in the PAP, be active, 

proactive and promote the PAP. 

I thank you. 
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HON. BINTANDING JARJU [GAMBIA ]: Thank 

you very much, Mr President, for availing me this 

opportunity to say a few words on these horrible 

reports.  

I must thank the presenters for a job well done and, 

Mr President, sometimes you feel you are not going 

anywhere as a continent because when one conflict 

is coming down, another erupts. So, I do not know 

what the scenario here is.  

Mr President, Look at the situation of this great 

country, the Central African Republic. It is so 

pathetic. Sometimes, you wonder what the ultimate 

aim of  the coup de etat people is. Is it for power to 

rule or banditry activities? You cannot understand 

that you can take over a country and then engage in 

activities that are so violent that your people are 

terrified from all corners. Then, what are you up to?  

I believe that the AU must accelerate its intervention 

effort in order to restore order in this country. 

Otherwise, it could be a failed State because we do 

not know who is going to talk to who. Everybody is 

in a different corner and is doing all sorts of banditry 

activities. So, I would like to thank those colleagues 

who went into that dangerous area to bring us this 

information.  

Our colleague from Liberia is right, but information 

also is power because without this information, we 

cannot discuss the issues surrounding this country. 

So, this information in itself is something else. It is 

an achievement. Otherwise we will have not known 

what is happening in that country and the other 

countries, too.  

So, I wish to thank you for allowing also a member 

of the Gender Committee to take part in this very 

important mission and I hope that in future, we will 

find a way out, in order to address these issues.  

I thank you very much.  

 

HON. FRANCISCA DOMINGOS TOMÁS  

[MOÇAMBIQUE ]: - Muito obrigada Senhor 

Presidente. Primeiro, gostaria de agradecer aos 

intervenientes que nos reportaram as situações que 

estamos a viver em alguns países de África. Em 

segundo lugar, Senhor Presidente, gostaria de 

concordar com todos os intervenientes que me 

antecederam dizendo que, de facto, a África está a 

viver  um momento de guerra, o que não vai permitir 

que possamos atingir o desenvolvimento que nós 

pretendemos. A guerra traz sempre consequências 

desastrosas, são percas de vidas humanas, violações 

de mulheres e crianças, são pilhagens, são violações 

de direitos humanos, entre outras consequências 

como está a acontecer na República Centro 

Africana. 

Senhor Presidente 

A necessidade de priorizar o diálogo para resolver 

qualquer tipo de conflito em África é uma condição 

indispensável e sine qua non para mitigar o 

sofrimento do povo africano, principalmente das 

mulheres e crianças. Só assim é que África poderá 

viver em paz e obter o seu desejo de construir e 

desenvolver as suas actividades para o bem-estar do 

povo. 

Senhor Presidente 

A União Africana deve desempenhar o seu papel na 

resolução de conflitos em África e aqui quero apoiar 

as recomendações trazidas pela missão que foi a 

República Centro-Africana, a necessidade urgente 

de organizar um diálogo inclusivo entre os actores 

em conflito para restabelecer rapidamente o clima de 

paz na República Centro Africana. Não há nenhum 

conflito interno que possa ser resolvido via guerra, a 

não ser por via de diálogo. 

Senhor Presidente 

Gostaria de terminar aqui a minha intervenção, 

agradecendo a todos os intervenientes e 

principalmente ao Deputado da Libéria que falou, 

que devemos dar maior importância a essas 

informações, a esses debates para que a África esteja 

em paz, para que a África construa o seu desejo de 

desenvolvimento. 

Muito obrigada senhor Presidente. 

Aplausos 

 

HON. VINCENT DABILGOU  [BURKINA 

FASO] : Merci, Monsieur le Président.  

Je voudrais, avant de parler de mon intervention de 

fond, dire que, je constate quôen Afrique, lorsque 

nous avons du succ¯s, lorsquôil y a des progr¯s, je 

pense quôil faut le noter pour lôhistoire. Il faut aussi 

le noter pour que ces bonnes pratiques servent 

dôexemple ¨ suivre.  

Côest pourquoi, malgr® la qualit® du rapport de mon 

cher ami, lôHonorable KEBZABO, je trouve que le 

PAP doit lôaccepter ; que le rapport salue la qualité 

de lôintervention des forces armées tchadiennes au 

Mali.  

Je pense quôils ont pay® un lourd tribut [bruit du 

micro]  et le peuple tchadien lôa pay®. Il faut que le 
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PAP le souligne, parce quôils lôont pay® pour la 

liberté et la démocratie au Mali.  

Je voudrais dire aussi que le rapport gagnerait à 

souligner le rôle de la CEDEAO dans les Accords de 

Ouagadougou avec le succès de la médiation du 

Président Blaise COMPAORE du Burkina Faso. 

Côest une mission qui lui a ®t® confi®e par la 

CEDEAO. Et nous devons pouvoir le dire parce que 

cela a ®t® un succ¯s. Côest ce succ¯s qui a permis, 

comme le rapport lôa dit, les ®lections au Mali.  

Mais il faut aussi rappeler les bonnes médiations de 

la CEDEAO en C¹te dôIvoire qui a permis ¨ ce pays 

de renouer avec la démocratie et le développement.  

Alors, ce sont les points de succès et je voudrais, 

dans un premier temps, dire que le rapport gagnerait 

à les mentionner clairement.  

Ensuite, je voudrais intervenir sur deux points. Je 

constate clairement que lôAfrique est une terre fertile 

pour les conflits armés. Et de mon point de vue, ce 

sont deux raisons fondamentales :  

La première raison, cô®tait hier. Il ne faut pas quôon 

oublie hier. Hier, cô®tait les conflits inter-états sur les 

conséquences de la Conférence de Berlin où les 

puissances coloniales, vous vous rappelez, se sont 

partagées le continent comme un gâteau. 

LôOrganisation de lôUnit® africaine (OUA) sôest 

évertuée à régler des conflits dans un premier temps, 

avant que notre Organisation devienne Union 

africaine (UA).  

Aujourdôhui, ce sont des conflits internes, des 

conflits arm®s, mais côest interne. Vous lôavez 

soulign®, le rapport lôa dit clairement, côest la 

Centrafrique, côest le Mali, côest le Soudan, côest le 

Soudan du Sud, côest la Corne de lôAfrique avec la 

Somalie.  

Mais pour moi, tous ces conflits sont lôexpression de 

la nouvelle forme dôexploitation des puissances 

colonisatrices dôhier, qui veulent continuer ¨ 

conserver leurs marchés coloniaux ; qui veulent des 

débouchés commerciaux ; qui veulent continuer à 

exploiter nos ressources naturelles, notamment ï 

jôappr®cie lôintervention de notre coll¯gue, 

lôHonorable de la RDC ï son intervention est juste. 

Ce sont les richesses qui amènent les conflits sur 

notre continent.   

Monsieur le Président,  

Laissez-moi terminer, juste une minute.  

Finalement, il ne peut pas avoir de développement 

sans paix. Cela ®t® dit, mais je pense quôil faut des 

approches innovantes, il faut une vision stratégique 

et cette une vision stratégique, Monsieur le 

Pr®sident, nôest rien dôautre que lôinstauration de la 

d®mocratie, lôinstauration de lô®quit® et la justice 

dans notre façon de gouverner notre continent. 

Je vous remercie. 

(Applaudissements) 

 

HON. MOHAMED ALI FOULIEH  

[DJIBOUTI ] : Monsieur le Président, je suis très 

embarrassé, parce que je ne sais finalement pas de 

quoi va-t-on parler ?  

Il y a tellement de choses qui se passent en Afrique 

que lôon a du mal ¨ donner une analyse juste et 

globale. Cependant, on peut éventuellement, à titre 

de réflexion personnelle, je peux diviser les 

différents conflits en deux : les conflits dus à des 

facteurs exogènes et les conflits dus à la compétition 

politique et aux violences engendrées par les 

élections. 

Il y a des pays tels que la Somalie, le Mali, la 

Centrafrique, en partie la RDC dont les conflits sont 

dus ¨ des facteurs ext®rieurs, et dôautres pays tels 

que le Madagascar, le Kenya, la Guinée-Conakry 

qui sont dus aux violences engendrées par les 

élections. 

Cependant, il ne faut pas oublier lôAfrique du Nord. 

Ici, je pense quôon doit sôy r®f®rer un peu, parce que 

lôActe constitutif de lôUnion africaine, et surtout du 

Parlement panafricain, est dû en partie aussi par le 

défunt Mouammar Kadhafi, le Libyen. 

Donc, je me tourne un peu aussi vers lôAfrique du 

Nord, pour voir les conséquences néfastes, et la 

destruction engendrée par le prétendu « printemps 

arabe ». Que sont devenues la Libye, la Tunisie, la 

grande, et notre ch¯re £gypte qui, aujourdôhui, est ¨ 

feu et à sang ? 

Donc, nous devons également réfléchir sur ces 

conflits qui surviennent du fait de la démocratie, et 

ces conflits sont aussi les terrains de lutte des 

idéologies. Il y a également les tenants de la 

démocratie, dont les forces vives qui deviennent, en 

Afrique du Nord, des islamistes. Mais, lorsquôil 

sôagit des islamistes, on dit finalement quôils nôont 

pas droit au pouvoir. ¢a côest un autre probl¯me que 

je ne vais pas évoquer ici.  
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Mais, qui va décider de ce qui doit ou non accéder 

au pouvoir ?  

Nous devons également réfléchir sur le désastre de 

la pr®tendue d®mocratie impos®e par lôOccident.  

La Chine est-elle un pays démocratique, Monsieur 

le Président ? Et pourtant, elle est devenue la 

première puissance mondiale. 

Avant la démocratie, je pense aux conséquences 

néfastes, aux guerres et aux tueries qui sont dues par 

des prétendus chefs qui, eux-mêmes, veulent 

demeurer au pouvoir. 

Qui a signé, Monsieur le Président, le Statut de 

Rome pour la Cour Pénale Internationale (CPI) ?  

Aujourdôhui, les Africains disent quôil ne faut pas 

que les Chefs dô£tats aillent ¨ La Haye. Mais 

pourquoi ont-ils signé le Statut de la CPI ?  

En Somalie, a-t-on utilisé tous les moyens, Monsieur 

le Président ?  

Il y a un dicton de chez moi qui dit quôune belle-

mère a dit à son beau-fils : « Tu es tellement fort et 

puissant, pourquoi tu nôas pas pu donner un enfant 

à ma fille ? »  

Côest pour vous dire que, finalement, la 

communauté internationale dispose de tous les 

moyens pour que la paix [ Interruption du micro]. 

Je vous remercie, Monsieur le Président. 

 

HON. ASSOUMANA MALAM ISSA [NIGER]  : 

Merci, Monsieur le Président. 

Côest un heureux hasard que je sois arrivé au 

moment o½ je dois parler. Cela me tenait ¨ cîur de 

parler, particulièrement sur la situation en 

République centrafricaine. 

En effet, comme un mauvais hasard, je suivais les 

informations ce matin. Il y avait eu un reportage sur 

ce pays où une équipe de télévision a été conduite 

dans un village. Il est vrai que les problèmes de 

sécurité sont généraux en Afrique, mais je suis 

particulièrement choqué par ce qui se passe dans ce 

pays. 

Dans ce village, jôai vu des images de cadavres qui 

sont jetés dans des fosses. Le comble, on ne sait pas 

qui est à la base du massacre. Est-ce la Séléka ou 

bien les milices ? 

Quelques jours avant, il y avait une patrouille qui a 

été menée dans la ville de Bangui, et on est tombé 

chez le maire où on a vu quelques armes et beaucoup 

de véhicules dont on ignore les propriétaires. Au 

finish, on a dit que ces véhicules appartiennent à un 

général qui a déjà rejoint la brousse, et qui a promis 

de revenir dans quelques semaines à Bangui pour 

renverser le pouvoir que vous avez mis en place ï 

lôUnion africaine et la communaut® internationale ï 

pour assurer la transition.  

Alors, je suis en train de me demander où va 

lôAfrique ?  

O½ va ce pays de lôAfrique centrale qui a une 

position stratégique ?  Parce que si jamais la 

Centrafrique ou le Tchad ou le Cameroun sôembrase, 

côest encore un autre foyer qui vient assombrir 

lôAfrique, avec la RDC, la Somalie et ce qui se passe 

au Mali. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Côest pour vous dire, quôil est imp®ratif et urgent que 

la communauté internationale et particulièrement 

lôAfrique, lôUnion africaine et les États africains se 

penchent concrètement sur des solutions qui nous 

conduisent à régler définitivement les conflits et non 

à saupoudrer les situations. 

On ne peut pas trouver une solution juste pour 

quelques mois et, quelques jours apr¯s, pour quôune 

autre rébellion naisse.  

Je crois que cela nous interpelle. On a tellement 

parl® quôon se demande est-ce quôil suffit de parler 

pour régler les conflits ? Il faut agir !  

Pour finir, Monsieur le Président, je pense que le 

Parlement panafricain doit aider le Président 

OBASANJO qui avait, au cours du Sommet des 

Chefs dô£tats, en mai, fait un certain nombre de 

propositions pour trouver des fonds propres à 

lôAfrique afin de financer la prévention et le 

règlement [éTemps de parole ®puis®]. 

(Applaudissements) 

 

HON. MOHAMED YOUSIF ABDULLAH 

[SUDAN]: Thank you, Mr President. 

I would like to thank you and thank Hon. Saleh 

Kebzabo and Hon. Isaac Mabiletsa for the important 

reports that were presented to us.  
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I would also like to state that as long as we are able 

to present these kinds of reports, the PAP is doing 

well.  

My first question, after the presentation of these two 

reports, is whether we are making progress towards 

attaining peace and development in Africa or 

deteriorating. Is the AU architecture of peace and 

security, performing well? According to these 

reports, I think during the years 2012/13, the 

situation of African security is deteriorating. 

If that is the case, then we are increasing the 

suffering of our people in Africa, especially women 

and children. I think this Parliament, and in this 

sitting, has to prevent that and tell the AU that the 

African architecture of peace and security is not 

performing well. We have to pass resolutions in this 

regard and call on the AU Peace and Security 

Committee to sit and put an end to this kind of 

eruption of insecurity in different parts of the 

continent. It is not acceptable, after putting up this 

architecture, to see Africa deteriorating. I think, as a 

Parliament, we have to show our Presidents that they 

are not doing well in this regard.  

Another area of importance is to improve in the area 

of taking leadership by force in any country. It is not 

allowed because it will definitely lead to conflicts. 

How can we then put an end to these sorts of 

activities within Africa? As intellectuals, we have to 

be sure that the democratic process is the best way 

of holding public office in the political arena. I think 

these are the very important resolutions that should 

be passed in this Parliament. 

Thank you, Mr President. 

 

HON. SHEKU B. B. DUMBUYA  [SIERRA 

LEONE]: Thank you very much Mr President.  

Mr President, I want to agree with my colleague 

from Saharawi Republic that, for a long time, it 

would appear as if these people have been ignored. I 

want to suggest that henceforth attention should 

always be given to the suffering of the people of the 

Saharawi Republic and each time there is a report on 

peace and security in Africa they should be captured 

so that the international community will know what 

people are going through. 

On the question of Kenya, Mr President, our motto 

here is ñOne Africa, One Voice.ò Now what has 

happened is that our Heads of State have spoken and 

all of them have been in support of the Kenyan 

situation in the sense of deferring the case. The two 

people are the Head of State and his Deputy. Mr 

President what I cannot understand is that they were 

accused of post-election violence in 2007, but in the 

last election the people voted for them. That, to me 

is an expression of their confidence in them. So, I 

would want to feel that we should speak with one 

voice and urge the international community to 

ensure that this matter is deferred to a later date 

whilst they are sitting as President. In any case, their 

argument that they have to be physically present in 

their country is justified. It is valid in the sense that 

Kenya, after the Al Shabaab problems, is still 

dealing with problems. Therefore, if these people are 

absent at any time, anything could happen. The 

situation, to me, is still explosive.  

On the situation in Guinea Conakry, Mr President, I 

see that the government and the Opposition are 

never in agreement. They are always up in arms and 

what has happened is that the conflict has 

degenerated into a sort of ethnic one. The conflict 

has taken an ethnic dimension, and any ethnic 

problem is a serious and dangerous problem. Mr 

President, our experience in Rwanda should remind 

us that something has to be done. Something drastic 

and vigorous has to be done in Guinea to bring the 

situation under control.  

The Central African Republic is an intractable 

problem. Mr President, this should be a lesson to all 

of us that coups should be banned in Africa and that 

the army should be told that they have no business 

in the running of any government of a country. As 

long as they are coups, there will be problems and 

instability will continue. On the situation in Mali Mr, 

President, I feel that the battle has been won. A 

President has been sworn in but the peace.... 

 

HON. NASSIROU AMADOU  [NIGER]:   

Merci, Monsieur le Président. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Je voudrais parler par rapport à la situation 

sécuritaire et politique de la guerre du Congo.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Vous savez très bien que cette guerre qui date depuis 

près de vingt ans ï aux yeux de tout le monde ï nos 

fr¯res africains sont tu®s, s®questr®s et nos sîurs 

violées par nos propres frères.  

Vous savez, Monsieur le Président, pour gagner une 

guerre, il faut chercher dôabord les raisons et les 

origines.  
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Cette guerre du Congo, Monsieur le Président, vous 

le savez très bien, les raisons sont plus ethniques que 

continentales.  

Le M23, Monsieur le Président, sans le soutien du 

Rwanda et de la communauté internationale ne peut 

en aucun cas faire face aux militaires congolais et 

encore moins à la Mission de l'Organisation des 

Nations-Unies pour la stabilisation en République 

Démocratique du Congo (MONUSCO).  

Alors, Monsieur le Président, arrêtons-nous de 

contourner la vérité, pour finir avec cette guerre du 

Congo. Il faut quôon passe par le Rwanda qui est la 

source de cette guerre.  

Il faut quôon arr°te de dialoguer sur le terrain 

politique et quôon arrive sur le terrain de la v®rit® et 

de la justice, car si la communauté internationale et 

lôensemble de lôAfrique condamnent le Rwanda, je 

pense que cette guerre est depuis longtemps arrêtée.  

Alors, Monsieur le Président, prenons une résolution 

forte au niveau du PAP pour condamner le Rwanda. 

Merci, Monsieur le Président. 

(Applaudissements) 

 

HON. GALLIC AN NIYONGANA  [RWANDA ] : 

Merci, Monsieur le Président, pour la parole. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Permettez-moi, dôabord, dôexprimer ma compassion 

et ma sympathie ¨ lôendroit des populations 

éprouvées vivant dans des régions où sévissent des 

conflits meurtriers. Compassion, oui, mais aussi 

lassitude ! 

Monsieur le Président,  

Côest la ®ni¯me fois que la Commission Permanente 

de la Coopération, des relations internationales et de 

Règlement des conflits nous sert la même recette ; 

jôallais dire de tr¯s mauvais go¾t.  

Prenons le cas du conflit ¨ lôEst du Congo o½ le 

Rwanda est cité. Cette région constitue depuis 

longtemps la terre fertile de lôins®curit® o½ viennent 

sôengouffrer plusieurs groupes arm®s, dont les 

FDLR, ceux-là même qui ont commis le génocide 

contre les Tutsis au Rwanda, et propagent encore 

lôid®ologie du g®nocide dans toute la r®gion, et ne 

cessent de déstabiliser le Rwanda. 

Au cours de la session précédente, Monsieur le 

Président, nous avions salué, avec grand 

soulagement, les accords et les engagements issus 

des initiatives r®gionales et soutenus par lôUnion 

africaine dont, entre autres, la mise sur pied dôune 

brigade dôintervention ayant pour mandat la 

surveillance des frontières et la neutralisation des 

groupes armés. 

Quôen est-il aujourdôhui, Monsieur le Président ?  

Je pense quôil faut aller jusquôau bout du processus ! 

Mais aussi faut-il aller jusquôen profondeur du 

problème que nos deux pays héritent de la 

colonisation, quand une partie du territoire rwandais 

sôest retrouv® au Congo ? Mais, curieusement, les 

habitants de cette région peinent à recouvrer la 

nationalité congolaise à part entière. 

(Applaudissements) 

Monsieur le Président,  

La Conférence internationale des Pays des Grands 

Lacs a finalement pris le taureau par les cornes, et il 

faut la soutenir.  

Par ailleurs, je ne sais pas si le PAP, par 

lôinterm®diaire de sa Commission, a pu travailler en 

intelligence avec la Conférence Internationale des 

Pays des Grands Lacs (ICGLR) pour créer une 

synergie entre les deux institutions et apporter des 

propositions concrètes et plus réalistes. 

LôICGLR devrait constituer vis-à-vis du PAP un 

collaborateur politiquement fiable au lieu de se 

contenter des rapports des experts, dont je doute la 

pertinence,  

(Applaudissements) 

dôautant plus que le PAP, jusquô¨ pr®sent, nôa pas pu 

envoyer la mission dôinformation ¨ lôEst du Congo 

pour sôenqu®rir de la situation r®elle et tabler sur un 

rapport soutenu par des faits exacts. 

Ceci ®tant, Monsieur le Pr®sident, jôai deux 

propositions :  

1. Envoyer la mission parlementaire 

dôinformation telle quôelle a ®t® recommand®e 

ici-même.  

2. Inviter le Secrétaire [ Interruption du micro]. 

Permettez-moi de conclure, Monsieur le Président.  

Invitez le Secr®taire g®n®ral de lôICGLR pour un 

débat ici, en plénière, et je pense que ce cadre des 

discussions sera plus enrichissant. 

Merci, Monsieur le Président. 
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HON. HAMAD MASAUNI  [TANZANIA ]:   

Thank you, Mr President.   

Mr President, I believe Africa is currently in a major 

economic transition and this economic transition is 

going to rapidly change and reshape our continent.  

However, Mr President, these changes will never be 

able to be sustained if some of the long lasting 

conflicts in the continent are not fully addressed.  As 

we all know, peace and security are a prerequisite to 

the implementation of all development programmes 

and integration of our continent. 

Mr President, the presentation has addressed a 

number of conflict situations in the regions of 

different parts of Africa but my intervention will 

mainly focus on the situation in the DRC.  In my 

opinion, Mr President, I would like to first of all 

commend some of the African leaders, including my 

President, His Excellency Jakaya Kikwete, for 

trying his level best to come up with a solution to the 

problem in the region.  However, I think we must be 

honest with ourselves, Mr President, that the best 

way to address this problem is for the Rwandan 

Government to agree with the suggestion and 

recommendation by the African leaders and 

colleagues to come to the negotiation table with the 

rebels.  I am sure that if the Government of Rwanda 

decided to sit at the table and discuss with the FDRL, 

the situation in the region would not be as bad.  The 

best way to sort out problems is, first of all, to come 

up with a peaceful solution rather than war and 

conflict. So, this is my strong opinion which I would 

like the Rwandan Government to consider and the 

PAP to come up with a resolution to encourage the 

Rwandan Government to accept sitting with the 

rebels in order to come up with a peaceful solution 

to the problems. 

Mr President, I would finally like to commend the 

professionalism of the international military input of 

the First Intervention Brigade (FIB)  which is led by 

the command from the Tanzania Military Force 

which has been deployed in the region for the 

very.......... 

 

HON. RACHEL SHEBESH [KENYA ]: Thank 

you, Mr President, and thank you for the warm 

welcome we have received as the Kenyan 

Delegation.  

Mr President, I have listened with great admiration 

to the report by the Committee on International 

Relations on the situation in Kenya and I must 

congratulate the Chairperson for giving a very apt 

description of what is happening in Kenya. 

However, he has also asked us to try and give an 

input on the real situation so that the Committeeôs 

work becomes relevant and I will go straight to that, 

Mr President.  

I will say this, Mr President, that, first in the 

Westgate attack, as a country we were wounded 

deeply because, Mr President, it was the first attack 

of its kind. Kenya has been attacked before, in 1997, 

during the bomb blast that was at the US Embassy 

which was also carried out concurrently with the one 

in Tanzania. However, in Westgate this time, Mr 

President, there were no hostages. The Al Shabaabôs 

intention was to kill as many Kenyans as possible so 

that Kenya can get scared and pull out of Somalia.  

The stand of the Jubilee Government and the 

Government of Kenya is that we will remain in 

Somalia until Somalia gets its peace. Mr President, 

on the ICC issue, it is obviously an issue that has put 

us at crossroads. As some speakers have said, the 

President and his Deputy were elected in a new 

Constitution, a Constitution gave the President a 

running mate and, so, primarily or basically, we 

elected the President and the Deputy President with 

over 6 million votes, Mr President and yet that time, 

yes, they were alleged suspects of crimes against 

humanity at the ICC.  

However, Mr President, we do believe and I will 

speak especially for the side of the coalition that I 

represent, that also represents the President and the 

Vice President, that during the elections, one of the 

issues that brought the President and Deputy 

President together - being from two big ethnic 

communities - was because these two ethnic 

communities, the Kikuyu and the Kalenjin, have 

been the reason for clashes in Kenya since 1997. It 

is the reason Uhuru Kenyatta and William Ruto 

stood on the same ticket for peace.  

Mr President, this is the first time in a long time, in 

Kenya, that there were no post-election clashes in 

Kenya. That was a sign of confidence that Kenyans 

want peace and they do not want to go back to tribal 

animosity.  

It is for this reason that we have put numerous 

requests, through all legal channels, that our 

President and Deputy Presidentôs cases are either 

referred back to Kenya so that we deal with them 

like what has happened to other African countries 

like Rwanda or that, Mr President, they are deferred 

until their time as President and Deputy President is 

completed. I do not think that is asking for too much. 

As a sovereign country and a member of the AU, I 

do not think we are asking for too much when we are 
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have a sitting Head of State and Deputy going to face 

criminal charges. What you are looking for is more 

conflict in that country rather than peace and so we 

support this and ask you to, please, send a fact-

finding mission to Kenya, to get the real situation on 

the ground and what Kenyans really want.  

I thank you, Mr President.  

 

HON. DR. BERNADETTE LAHAI  [SIERRA 

LEONE]: Thank you very much, Mr President, for 

giving me the floor. 

I want to commend our colleagues who went on the 

fact-finding mission to the Central African 

Republic. They have given us very far-reaching 

recommendations. We only hope that these 

recommendations will be taken in good faith and 

translated into tangible actions so that the next time 

we are here, we get a status report on how some of 

those recommendations have been implemented. 

On the issue of peace and security in Africa, 

particularly Guinea which is a neighbour to Sierra 

Leone, we are very worried that the election results 

are delayed. We know the more the election results 

are delayed, the more speculations are being made 

and at the end of the day when results come out, it 

will make reconciliation and acceptance very 

difficult.   

I am appealing, particularly to the two neighbours of 

the Mano River Union, President Ellen Johnson-

Sirleaf as well my own President Ernest Bai 

Koroma, that while African countries are doing their 

best, being neighbours, they should also ensure that 

these results are out and that we put the issue of 

Guinea behind us. 

On the issue of the peace-keeping mission in 

Somalia, Sierra Leone has contributed in peace-

keeping there and we did it because, at some point 

in our history, we were also in need and other people 

contributed to putting out our own fire. Of course, 

we are getting a lot of threats from Al Shabaab and 

the country is nervous and we are all on tenterhooks 

but we know that justice will triumph over wrong-

doing and that God will save Sierra Leone. We are a 

very fragile country coming war but that should not 

stop us from contributing to world peace. 

On the issue of the ICC is a very thorny one. African 

countries signed wrong statutes and we are now 

pulling out. The question is: What will be the 

replacement when our African Court is not yet up 

and running? Therefore, I want to urge that the AU 

tries to resource our African Court so that it is up and 

running and able to try our own people from within 

Africa. Otherwise, it seems that the ICC is running 

after Africans but, at the same time, we should ask 

ourselves as to who is taking these cases to the ICC. 

It is the African themselves that are taking these 

cases to the ICC.  

On the issue of the victims, these have been ignored 

and nobody is talking about the victims of all these 

atrocities. I do not think it is right, Mr President. 

That is my submission. 

I thank you.  

 

HON. DR. TAPIWA MASHAKADA 

[ZIMBABWE ]: Thank you, Mr President, for this 

opportunity.  

First of all, allow me to thank the Committee on Co-

operation International Relations and Conflict 

Resolution for their two outstanding reports. They 

exposed quite a lot of issues affecting Africa, 

regarding the peace and security situation.  

Mr President, in 2000 the Economist Magazine 

wrote that Africa is a hopeless continent but, over 

the last decade, I think, Africa had moved to become 

a promising continent, but the report that has just 

been tabled on peace and security really shows that 

Africa could be sliding back to that hopeless 

situation. 

In the case of Mali Mr President, yes, we have been 

told that peace is prevailing and that the rebels have 

been retreating, but as long as Maliôs soil is still not 

protected and as long as there are still some remnants 

of rebels in the north of Mali, the sovereignty of Mali 

will remain threatened. So, it is important that the 

AU moves swiftly to make sure that the territorial 

integrity of Mali is secured entirely, and no leave 

any parts outstanding. In that regard, I think, this 

House should note the contribution of Chad and 

other States in saving the Mali Situation. However, 

concerning Mali, again, why should we allow an 

external power like France to come in when the AU 

is there? Our brigade must be reinforced and 

activated so that it can operate swiftly and respond 

to all hot spots. I think that is the challenge the AU 

and the PAP will always face. 

I go to Guinea Conakry which is again showing a 

new trend in African resource nationalism and how 

African governments should review all mining 

contracts to make sure that the citizens of their 

countries benefit. So, I want to commend the 

President of Guinea for reviewing all those mining 

contracts which have disadvantaged that country for 
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a long time and if all African countries could re-visit 

their mining concessions, I think, that can help the 

people of the African countries.  

 

Now, on the Kenya issue, as long as the wrong 

statute binds all the signatories to it, there is no way 

African countries can wriggle out of the ICC, but I 

agree that we need an alternative solution. 

Thank you.      

 

HON. HASNA HOUMED BILAL [DJIBOUTI ]: 

Merci, Monsieur le Pr®sident, de môavoir donn® la 

parole. 

Tout dôabord, je voudrais f®liciter les membres de la 

Commission du PAP qui ont eu le courage de se 

rendre en République Centrafricaine, en prenant le 

risque, et qui nous ont fourni les détails de la 

situation de la Centrafrique.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Concernant justement la Centrafrique, je constate 

lôabsence dôune r®action de la part de lôUnion 

africaine, alors que la rébellion de la Séléka sème la 

violence et la d®solation sur lôensemble du territoire 

de ce pays, des actes de toutes sortes et de violences 

envers la population.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Contrairement en RCA, lôUnion africaine est 

intervenue dans plusieurs pays dôAfrique en 

difficulté.  

Alors, quôen est-il cette fois-ci et quôattend-elle pour 

réagir en République Centrafricaine ?  

Monsieur le Président,  

Nous espérons que les acteurs actuels de la transition 

centrafricaine doivent réunir les voies et moyens 

pour prioriser la paix et la sécurité du pays afin de 

sortir de cette désolation.  

Enfin, je voudrais encourager les actions déjà 

entreprises par la Communauté économique 

des États de l'Afrique centrale (CEEAC) pour avoir 

sécurisé la capitale, et en rendant espoir à la 

population de la République Centrafricaine.   

Merci, Monsieur le Président.     

 

HON BOHUE MARTIN [CĎTE DôVOIRE] : 

Merci, Monsieur le Président.  

Mon nom, côest ç BOHUE Martin ». 

Monsieur le Président,  

Jôai ®cout® la brillante intervention de lôHonorable 

Saleh KEBZABO sur la situation sécuritaire et 

politique en Afrique. Il a présenté la situation dans 

les pays comme le Mali, le Kenya, la RDC, le 

Madagascar, la Somalie, et il a été suivi en cela par 

lôHonorable d®put® MABILETSA qui a présenté la 

situation en Centrafrique. 

Dans la plupart de ces interventions, les conflits sont 

r®currents. Si en RDC, lôHonorable d®put® 

KEBZABO a mis en exergue le fait que le Congo est 

victime de ses immenses richesses, appuyant cela 

par lôHonorable d®put® NGONGO et bien dôautres, 

eh bien, dans les autres pays, je môinterroge.  

Quôest-ce qui justifie la récurrence des conflits dans 

les autres pays, comme par exemple, le Madagascar, 

le Kenya, le Mali, la Somalie, etc. ?  

Je voudrais un éclairage par rapport à cela. 

Côest en cela que je soutiens ®galement le fait quôil 

faudrait, ¨ lôavenir, que le Bureau du PAP envoie en 

mission dôinformation des experts sortis, si côest 

possible, des rangs des députés du Parlement 

panafricain ou alors des experts des instituts et 

institutions dô®tudes et de recherches, mais, encore 

faut-il quôune feuille de route bien claire, bien 

précise leur soit donnée. 

Enfin, je voudrais terminer par une question 

adress®e ¨ lôHonorable KEBZABO.  

Cher ami, en quoi la situation qui a prévalu au Mali 

constitue un exemple type de mauvaise 

décolonisation ? 

Je vous remercie. 

(Applaudissements) 

 

HON. ABDISAMAD MOHAMUD HASSAN 

[SOMALIA ]:  Thank you, Mr President, for giving 

me this opportunity to participate.  I would also like 

to thank the two presenters as well as the Hon. 

Members who expressed their views before me.   

Before I start, I would like to make a correction on 

the report regarding to the Somali situation. Mr 

President, our President, Honourable Hassan Sheikh 

Mohamud, was elected on September 10, 2011 not 
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August, 2012.  You also see, on another page, that 

President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud met with 

Nicholas Kaye on August 6, 2010. Both Nicholas 

Kaye and President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud were 

not there in 2010. So, please, take note of those two 

errors.   

Mr President, I would like to explain more about Al 

Shabaab.  Mr President, Al Shabaab is not a local 

terrorist group.  They are universal terrorists and 

they are enemies of every nation around the world.  

Mr President, Africa needs to support the Somali 

people for them to have security and stability in 

different matters.   

Mr President, there are currently seven countries 

participating in Somalia but I would like to suggest 

that Somalia needs more African brothers to 

participate in the mission in Somalia.  As long as we 

know that Al Shabaab is not a local terrorist group, 

it is an enemy of all African countries.  So, we must 

unite and fight for peace and against terrorism.  Mr 

President, I would like to suggest that the PAP 

Members create an ad hoc committee to visit 

Somalia and these other countries such as Kenya and 

Ethiopia who know a little bit about Al Shabaab. 

They should visit to study what Al Shabaab are and 

then report back to PAP and other African countries.  

I do have a good knowledge of Al Shabaab.  I have 

served my country as the Minister of Security for the 

last two years and I know that Al Shabaab is more 

dangerous than other terrorists.   

 Thank you..   

 

HON. JEAN DôARC NYINAWASE 

[RWANDA]  : Merci, Monsieur le Président, de 

môavoir accord® la parole.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Les onze pays dôAfrique, dont la R®publique 

D®mocratique du Congo, lôOuganda, le Rwanda, le 

Burundi, la Tanzanie, lôAfrique du Sud, lôAngola, le 

Congo-Brazzaville, la République centrafricaine, le 

Soudan du Sud et le Mozambique ont signé, le 24 

février 2013 à Addis-Abeba, un Accord-cadre pour 

restaurer la paix dans lôEst de la RDC. 

Compte tenu de ce qui précédait, il a été demandé au 

gouvernement de la RDC ce qui suit : 

Á « dôacc®l®rer la politique de d®centralisation ; 

Á « de d®velopper lô®conomie, les infrastructures 

et les services sociaux de base ; 

Á « de réformer les institutions de finances ; 

Á et dô®laborer un agenda de r®conciliation et de 

démocratisation ». 

Monsieur le Président,  

Comme mon fr¯re du Rwanda lôa dit, le Rwanda 

nôest pas la cause de lôins®curit® au Congo. 

Cependant, le Rwanda doit accélérer ses droits de 

souverainet® et de s®curit® puisquôun groupe 

génocidaire, FDLR ï qui a tu® plus dôun million de 

Rwandais innocents lors du génocide des Tutsis en 

1994 ï a toujours tendance à retourner pour achever 

ce quôil nôa pas pu terminer lors du g®nocide des 

Tutsis en 1994. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Notre voisin, le Congo, nôa pas dôautorit® sur toutes 

les parties de son territoire. Côest la raison pour 

laquelle il y a plus de vingt rébellions sur son 

territoire.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Je recommanderais, comme mon frère du Rwanda 

lôa dit, que le PAP envoie une mission dôinformation 

au Congo en vue de connaître la réalité de la cause 

de lôins®curit® au Congo. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Parmi les recommandations déjà prises lors de la 

session précédente, on avait demandé que le PAP 

envoie une mission dôinformation au Congo. 

En ce qui concerne la recommandation faite au 

Rwanda pour négocier avec le FDLR, je me 

demande comment, où et quand peut-on négocier 

avec un génocidaire, Monsieur le Président ?  

Pour moi, côest impossible ! 

Merci, Monsieur le Président. 

 

HON. MILLY ODYEMBO [KENYA]: Thank 

you, Mr President, and I want to just thank you for 

the warm welcome with which you have received us 

as the Kenyan Delegation.  

I would want to say, in regard to the Kenyan 

situation, Mr President, that, firstly, on the ICC 

situation, the AU was supportive of the Kenyan 

nation in 2007 when we faced the post-election 

violence and sent the Panel of Eminent African 

Personalities that helped us to come up with the 

negotiated peace agreement that saw us even go to 

elections that were peaceful.  
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Nonetheless, Kenya, as a country, chose to go to the 

ICC. So, indeed it is regrettable but, as a nation, we 

are getting Africa to focus attention on the ICC as an 

enemy of Kenya when it is not. The AU should help 

us to deal with the simmering situation in the 

country because the absence of war is not the 

presence of peace.  

The President was elected through elections that 

were very highly contested. The matter went up to 

the Supreme Court and the Opposition was largely 

not happy with the outcome, but Kenya decided to 

go through the path of peace. The AU, as a whole, 

would help Kenya in restoring peace, reconciliation 

and healing which is what Kenya needs the most and 

also help Africa as a continent to look for alternative 

conflict resolution mechanisms for the continent and 

not look at the people who want to help us as a 

continent when we have problems, as the enemy.  

I thank you, Mr. President.  

 

HON. IGNACE NDEBO AKANDA 

[RÉUBLIQUE DÉMOCRATIQUE DU 

CONGO] : Monsieur le Président, je vous remercie 

pour la parole et je joins ma voix à celles de mes 

prédécesseurs qui ont exprimé toutes leurs 

reconnaissances à la Commission qui a présenté un 

travail de qualité.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Je vais être très bref, en dépit du fait que cette 

question particulièrement de la RDC, soulève de la 

passion en moi, puisquôil sôagit de mon pays. La 

question fondamentale que je voudrais, dôabord, me 

poser, Monsieur le Président, côest celle de savoir, 

en Afrique dôo½ venons-nous, où sommes-nous et où 

allons-nous ? Côest la question fondamentale que je 

pose, Monsieur le Président.  

Et subséquemment ou complémentairement à ce 

quôavait dit mon coll¯gue dans la pr®sentation, que 

nous avons neuf voisins certes, mais il nous faillait 

ajouter que nous avons deux fuseaux horaires en 

République Démocratique du Congo sur un territoire 

de près de deux millions quatre cent mille kilomètres 

carrés (2.400.000 km²) dont les plus grandes 

distances varient entre mille deux cent (1.200) et 

mille six cent (1.600) kilomètres. Nous devons bien 

le savoir !  

En ce qui concerne les causes et les origines quôavait 

®voqu®es, tout ¨ lôheure, mon coll¯gue du Niger, je 

me r®jouis, aujourdôhui, que nous venons dôen 

connaître la deuxième raison principale de 

lôagression confirm®e et av®r®e du Rwanda sur le 

territoire congolais. Il sôagit notamment, outres les 

richesses ï mais nous venons dôapprendre, Monsieur 

le Pr®sident, officiellement, quôil sôagit ®galement 

de la terre, c'est-à-dire de balkaniser, de 

« somaliser » la République Démocratique du 

Congo. Nous venons dôen avoir la confirmation, 

aujourdôhui, et nous en prenons acte.  

(Applaudissements) 

Dôautre part,  Monsieur le Pr®sident, nous avons lors 

dôune session antérieure, observé, avec beaucoup 

dô®motion, les images qui nous avaient ®t® projet®es 

sur le territoire, des exactions qui se passaient sur le 

territoire de la République Sahraouie Démocratique. 

Aujourdôhui, Monsieur le Pr®sident,  si nous devons 

vous diffuser les images que subissent les femmes, 

les enfants, les fillettes, des viols, des exactions, 

Monsieur le Président, on ne parlera plus de 

génocide. On ne parlera plus de génocide, parce que 

côest grave et extr°mement grave.  

(Applaudissements) 

Aujourdôhui, on nous parle de fronti¯res ! Or, dans 

nos têtes, dans notre imagination et dans 

lôintelligence de tous, de chacun et de chacune, ce 

problème est résolu depuis 1885 ; on nô®tait pas 

encore n®. M°me en r°ve, on nô®tait pas encore n® ! 

Le probl¯me ®tait r®gl® depuis lô®poque.  

Excusez-moi, Monsieur le Président, on a parlé des 

causes endogènes. En République Démocratique du 

Congo, les causes endog¯nes nôexistent plus. Les 

causes endog¯nes nôexistent pas. Elles sont r®gl®es, 

elles sont vidées par les dernières concertations 

nationales auxquelles ont pris part, la majorité, 

lôopposition côest-à-dire lôopposition politique, la 

société civile et toutes les autres confessions 

religieuses ou pas que vous pouvez vous imaginer.  

(Applaudissements) 

Pour les solutions [é.]  

 

UN HONORABLE MEMBRE  : Monsieur le 

Président ! Monsieur le Président ! 

 

HON. IGNACE NDEBO AKANDA 

[RÉUBLIQUE DÉMOCRATIQUE DU 

CONGO] : Excusez-moi, côest tr¯s important, 

Monsieur le Président. 

Il y a trois pistes. Il y a la piste diplomatique et 

encore que dans la piste diplomatique, il y a la 

diplomatie classique et la diplomatie parlementaire. 

Nous sommes parlementaires, ici, et jôai 
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lôimpression que nous nous retrouvons dans un 

prétoire où les uns accusent et les autres se 

défendent. Or, il ne sôagit pas de cela, Monsieur le 

Pr®sident. Il sôagit tout simplement de dire la v®rit®, 

car la verité nous affranchit et nous libère.  

La deuxi¯me piste, côest la piste politique et l¨, 

Monsieur le Pr®sident, autant de sommets quôil y en 

a eu, la bonne foi ou la mauvaise foi est ®tablie dôun 

c¹t® comme de lôautre. Nous le savons ! 

La troisième et dernière piste, Monsieur le Président, 

côest la piste militaire. Le Congo ne se laissera plus 

faire.  

(Applaudissements) 

Le Congo ne se laissera plus faire, et au moment où 

nous parlons, les événements sont en train de nous 

donner raison sur le terrain.   

Enfin, Monsieur le Président, je voudrais dire que le 

PAP doit désormais prendre ses responsabilités. Il 

serait bon que le PAP revienne et sôinvestisse ; je 

suis au PAP et membre de la Commission 

Permanente des Règlements, des Privilèges et de la 

Discipline. Il faudrait que nous revenions à nos 

attributions et nos pouvoirs. Je sais que le combat, 

côest de recouvrer tous ses pouvoirs. Nous devons y 

arriver, Monsieur le Président.  

Enfin, je voudrais terminer par un proverbe. Je 

voudrais clôturer par un proverbe, Monsieur le 

Président : « On ne pas indéfiniment battre du tam-

tam sans finalement avoir mal aux doigts ».  

Jôai dit, Monsieur le Pr®sident, je vous remercie. 

(Applaudissements) 

 

HON. SALEH KEBZABO [PRÉSIDENT DE LA 

COMMISSION PERMANENTE DE LA 

COOPÉRATION, DES RELATIONS 

INTERNATIONALES ET DE RÈGLEMENT 

DES CONFLITS] :  

Merci, Monsieur le Président, de me permettre de 

réagir à certains propos qui ont été tenus. Mais je ne 

sais pas si je pourrais tenir, dans cinq minutes. Je 

vais essayer dô°tre bref. 

Je voudrais commencer par mon frère Sahraoui, 

pour lui dire quôon a eu, par le pass®, ¨ faire des 

rapports sur la situation dans son pays, mais cette 

fois-ci, lui-m°me a vu quôon a pass® en revue 

plusieurs pays. Côest pour cela quôon ne pouvait pas 

faire un rapport sur tous les pays, parce que sôil 

fallait le faire, il faudrait y ajouter lô£gypte, la 

Tunisie, le Soudan, le Mozambique, peut-être 

lôOuganda, et pourquoi pas le Swaziland et la Libye.  

Donc, beaucoup de pays africains sont en crise. Je 

ne sais pas si, à chaque session, nous sommes en 

mesure de passer en revue tous les pays en crise 

ouverte, larv®e ou latente. Côest pour cela que 

certains pays nôont pas pu avoir notre 

développement. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Je voudrais, même en étant membre de la 

Commission, souligner combien jôai appr®ci® le 

rapport sur la R®publique centrafricaine. Côest la 

preuve que si nous pouvons envoyer des missions 

dans les pays pour y amener du matériel de première 

main afin de nous édifier ; côest la meilleure 

solution ! Côest la meilleure solution que de passer 

par un institut qui travaille sur internet ou je ne sais 

sur quel autre matériel, et vient nous faire de la 

compilation qui ne nous apprend absolument rien. 

Voilà, la preuve a été faite par mon ami Isaac ï qui 

est membre de la Commission ï qui a été en RCA 

lui-m°me. Vous lôavez ®cout® ! Vous avez été édifié 

et je pense que cela est suffisant pour quôon demande 

que dôautres missions puissent aller dans dôautres 

pays.  

Je rappelle que ces missions que nous avons 

programm®es, côest pour r®pondre ¨ plusieurs 

appels. Nous avons programm®, entre autres, dôaller 

au Congo. Jôesp¯re quôavant la prochaine session 

cela se fera. 

À propos du Congo, Monsieur le Président, vous 

avez vu que d¯s quôil sôagit du Congo, une sorte de 

passion emporte nos collègues pour défendre tel ou 

tel pays. Il ne sôagit pas de cela ! Notre rôle ici, en 

tant que parlementaires, nôest pas dôinvectiver tel ou 

tel pays, tel ou tel dirigeant, en se parant des attributs 

de ce pays-là, soit sur le plan idéologique, soit sur le 

plan du patriotisme.  

Il ne sôagit pas de cela !  

Il sôagit de voir avec toute la s®r®nit® et sans la 

passion qui nous dirige !  

Il sôagit de dire exactement quelle est la situation sur 

le terrain ! 

Je pense quôen lôesp¯ce, entre le Congo et le 

Rwanda, il y a des problèmes. Il y a des problèmes, 

et je crois que lôun des indicateurs que nous avons, 

ce sont les Nations-Unies. On ne peut pas accuser les 

Nations-Unies de partialité. Donc, on peut se référer 
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aux conclusions des Nations-Unies pour savoir 

pourquoi est-ce que ce conflit perdure. 

(Applaudissements) 

Je ne suis pas partisan pour quôon prenne des 

résolutions pour condamner un pays. Cela ne fait pas 

avancer la cause !  

Mon coll¯gue a parl®, tout ¨ lôheure, de diplomatie 

parlementaire. Je crois que si on doit passer par la 

diplomatie parlementaire, on ne condamne pas. On 

intervient, on essaye de concilier, de rapprocher les 

positions et de faire en sorte que les solutions 

puissent °tre mises en îuvre afin quôon sorte dôun 

conflit. 

Le Congo en lui-même ï nous venons de le voir ï a 

la capacité de se remettre en cause et de voir quelles 

sont les dispositions à prendre pour une meilleure 

gouvernance du pays. Côest ce qui vient de se passer 

avec la concertation nationale qui a réuni toutes les 

composantes du pays, et a abouti à 679 

propositions ; pas moins !  

Donc, vous voyez bien que le Congo peut se 

remettre en cause et aller dans une bonne direction.  

Je pense que le prochain gouvernement de large 

union nationale qui va être mis en place sera, 

certainement, en mesure de remettre le pays sur les 

rails et peut-être de mieux affronter la situation à 

lôEst. Nous leur souhaitons en tout cas, que cette 

situation ¨ lôEst du pays, qui gangr¯ne le 

développement du pays, puisse être réglée au plus 

vite.  

Moi, jôai mal ! 

Monsieur le Président, 

Jôai mal au fond de moi-même ï je ne suis pas 

Congolais ï mais jôai mal quôun pays aussi 

immense, un pays aussi riche, traîne depuis des 

années et ne puisse pas décoller. Le Congo est une 

puissance en devenir. Il suffit que le Congo 

b®n®ficie dôune certaine stabilit® et de la paix, et que 

la démocratie pour laquelle nous nous battons 

sôinstaure dans ce pays pour que le Congo soit 

immédiatement émergent.  

Il faut se battre pour cela, et ce sera ¨ lôavantage de 

beaucoup de pays africains. Un pays comme le mien, 

qui est à quatre mille kilomètres (4.000 km) du 

Congo, attend que le barrage dôInga puisse produire 

de lô®lectricit® pour venir jusquôau Tchad. Côest 

possible, et je pense que côest cela la r®alit® que nous 

devons soutenir. 

En ce qui concerne les autres pays, je voudrais 

dôabord globalement remercier tous les d®put®s qui 

sont intervenus pour leurs interventions qui ont été 

de qualit®, que jôappr®cie beaucoup, et qui 

confirment, comme je le disais au début, que nous 

avons ici, dans cette salle, beaucoup de valeurs sur 

lesquelles on peut sôappuyer pour faire avancer nos 

problèmes. 

La Somalie !  

La Somalie, il y a eu des erreurs qui ont été 

commises dans le texte quôon a fait. £videmment, 

toute îuvre ne peut pas °tre parfaite. Jôajoute, donc, 

quôil y a dôautres pays qui sont intervenus en plus 

des quatre. En fait, il y en a sept. Aux quatre, il faut 

ajouter le Djibouti, la Sierra Leone, [ Interruption du 

micro] . Et je joins ma parole [ Interruption du micro]  

de mon collègue qui vient de parler pour dire, 

effectivement en le confirmant, que dôautres pays 

devraient pouvoir aider la Somalie. 

Le Kenya !  

Heureusement que notre collègue qui a fait un come 

back, Shebesh Rachel, est revenue sur cette question 

avec un argumentaire qui est convaincant. 

On nôa pas beaucoup parl® de la CPI !  

Pourquoi on nôen parle pas ?  

Pourquoi les autres coll¯gues nôen ont pas parl®e ?  

Est-ce quôon va laisser la CPI continuer comme cela, 

à condamner des Africains ?  

Le pendant de cette question, est-ce que les Chefs 

dô£tats africains vont se constituer en syndicat pour 

passer une r®solution et emp°cher quôon les 

poursuive, pour quôils puissent continuer à tuer, à 

piller impunément ?  

(Applaudissements) 

¢a aussi, côest une question quôon peut se poser. Et 

donc, un débat sur la CPI, de façon sereine et 

approfondie, aurait pu être instauré dans cette 

Assemblée, pour que les collègues donnent leur 

point de vue et expriment profondément leur opinion 

sur des problèmes de ce genre. 

Des questions comme celles-là, il y en a beaucoup, 

Monsieur le Président. Je ne peux pas répondre à 

tous les probl¯mes. Jôavoue, avec celui qui môa 

interpell®, quôon doit parler de lôintervention du 

Tchad, mais aussi du Niger au Mali. Sans ces deux 

pays, la France seule, on nôaurait pas r®ussi.  
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(Applaudissements) 

¢a côest clair ! Et le Tchad en particulier a perdu 

aujourdôhui une quarantaine dôhommes ï quarante 

ou quarante et un ï dans un conflit qui nôest pas le 

sien, à plus de deux mille kilomètres (2.000 km) de 

son pays. Il faut le saluer ! Côest une forme de 

solidarité africaine active qui est payée dans le sang 

et sur laquelle on ne peut pas passer comme cela, 

sans effectivement décerner des palmes à ces pays 

qui aujourdôhui, au Mali, en Somalie, en RCA, 

interviennent pour ramener la paix et la stabilité dans 

les pays africains. 

Monsieur le Président,  

Je vais répondre à une question avant de conclure.  

Une amie, qui est devant moi ici, môa demand® 

pourquoi jôai dit que le Mali ®tait lôexemple type 

dôune mauvaise d®colonisation. Tout de m°me, 

Monsieur le Pr®sident, ­a côest un d®bat ! Côest un 

grand débat !  

Nous savons tous que toutes les formes de 

décolonisation auxquelles on a particip®es, quôon a 

vécues, ne sont pas bonnes. Un pays comme le Mali 

sôest retrouv® ind®pendant comme dôautres pays, 

avec dôautres probl¯mes, sans que des options de 

base sur la notion m°me dô£tat aient ®t® r®gl®es. 

Aujourdôhui, nous avons des £tats qui sont héritiers 

de la colonisation, alors que ce nôest peut-être pas 

notre culture. Ce nôest peut-être pas notre choix 

fondamentalement politique.  

Est-ce quôaujourdôhui, lô£tat tel que nous le 

promouvons dans nos pratiques ï lô£tat au S®n®gal, 

lô£tat au Mali, lô£tat au Tchad, lô£tat au Congo, etc. 

ï est-ce que v®ritablement, côest cette formule dô£tat 

qui peut mettre les pays africains au diapason du 

développement mondial ?  

Je me pose des questions !  

Mais je vous dis tout simplement que la 

décolonisation, telle que nous lôavons v®cue dans la 

plupart de nos pays, ®tait presquôun cadeau 

empoisonné, parce que nous ne nous sommes pas 

bien battus, nous ne nous sommes pas bien préparés, 

nous nôavons pas assimil® toutes les notions de la 

construction dôun £tat au plan démocratique, de 

développement et autre, pour dire que nous étions 

outillés pour construire des États. 

Enfin, je voudrais finir, Monsieur le Président, avec 

une petite interrogation à mes amis. Je ne sais pas si 

la façon actuelle de travailler, c'est-à-dire des fiches 

par pays, et des pays uniquement en crise, est la 

meilleure fa­on dôinformer le Parlement sur ce qui 

se passe dans nos pays. Côest vrai, on peut continuer 

avec ces fiches, mais, nôest-il pas bon, par exemple, 

que lors de la prochaine session, on instaure des 

débats sur des questions fondamentales de politique 

étrangère en Afrique ? 

Aujourdôhui, nous savons quôun ph®nom¯ne comme 

celui de la religion par les islamistes, qui sont des 

terroristes, est en train de prendre du terrain sans 

quôun d®bat ne sôinstaure sur la question.  

Est-ce quôon va assister aux Shebab, Boko-Haram, 

MUJAO et autres dans chaque pays, qui sont en train 

dôimposer leurs lois ¨ des pays en dehors des normes 

démocratiques pour lesquelles nous nous battons ?  

Est-ce que nous pouvons continuer à accepter cette 

situation, quôelle perdure et quôelle bloque 

d®finitivement lô®volution de lôAfrique ?  

Ce sont sur des questions comme celles-là, Monsieur 

le Pr®sident, quôil faut quôon instaure un d®bat, 

quôon puisse avoir le temps dôen d®battre, et que le 

Parlement puisse donner son opinion sur un certain 

nombre de questions fondamentales pour le 

d®veloppement de lôAfrique.  

Enfin, Monsieur le Président, je vais conclure, juste, 

par un regret. Je ne lôai pas fait, attendant que 

dôautres le fassent.  

Personne nôa parl® dô®migration vers lôEurope, un 

ph®nom¯ne dans lequel de vaillants fils de lôAfrique 

meurent ; des dizaines et des centaines dôAfricains 

meurent dans la mer M®diterran®e, dans lôoc®an, 

parce quôils sont en train de fuir lôAfrique pour aller 

chercher du travail ailleurs, et donc, en Europe.  

Lampedusa ï je crois que côest le nom de cette ´le ï 

o½ ils cherchent ¨ arriver, comme si côest vraiment 

lô´le du paradis sur terre, avant dôarriver en Europe. 

Voilà des questions comme celles-là auxquelles on 

assiste impuissant ; on ne lô®voque pas. LôUnion 

africaine nôen fait pas un th¯me pour ses d®bats, le 

Parlement panafricain non plus. Mais je pense que 

des questions comme celles-l¨ m®ritent aussi dô°tre 

étudiées en profondeur pour que nous dégagions un 

certain nombre de consensus et dôorientations. 

Monsieur le Président, je vous remercie. 

(Applaudissements) 
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HON: ISAAC STEPHEN MABILETSA 

[BOTSWANA]: Thank you, Mr President. 

I listened and took notes whilst Members spoke on 

both reports. In the case of the report on the Central 

Africa Republic (CAR), a lot of Members were 

noting the atrocities that are being inflicted on the 

people of the Central African Republic and are really 

calling for urgent measures to be taken. I think this 

is the message that I got from the report but now, the 

issue that I think ought to be addressed is the 

question asked by Hon. Henry Yala from Liberia, a 

good friend of mine. Thank you Hon. Member. Now 

that the report has been done on the Fact Finding 

Mission, what is next and I think the Liberian 

delegation ask this question consistently, and so as 

the other members.  

During our final meeting as a Mission, whilst we 

were already here, I asked a similar question to the 

Chairperson and the Secretariat that are servicing us 

and the answer I got was that, since we have made 

the recommendations, they will be extracted and 

forwarded in the normal procedure to the Bureau, 

that will now cause appropriate action to be taken.  

What appropriate action to be taken, I do not know 

because at that time I was even contemplating 

coming up with a motion to back up this report. So I 

think in that regard, all those that are having that 

concern, I also have it and I believe the Bureau are 

here and they are listening. Once extracted 

recommendations are received by them, I have full 

trust that they are going to be executed accordingly.  

Now, when we look at the situation of the reports 

that we have given, particularly of the mission, we 

do not write each and everything that we have been 

told. If you were to do that, really the report would 

be more than ten times the ones that you are having. 

But, we really sift and try to come up with very few 

salient points that will help you appreciate what the 

situation is but I want to reiterate that really, the 

situation in the Central Africa Republic is dire, 

alarming and degrading.  

People go without medical facilities, no education 

for their children in every part of the country, you 

cannot easily travel. When you attempt to leave the 

capital, Bangui, to travel to the hinterland, 99 per 

cent of the chances are that you will come back as a 

dead hero. This is how dire the situation is in that 

country. So, it really needs urgent attention.  

On the issue of sanctions, Hon. Colleagues, the AU 

needs to be requested to urgently consider lifting the 

sanctions to enable the Transitional Government to 

raise the necessary resources that are needed; first 

for servicing basic infrastructure and utilities, and 

secondly, for enabling that Transitional Government 

to organise and run fair and credible elections. Also, 

the issue of disarmament is extremely urgent. It 

needs to be undertaken because without it, the 

security continues to deteriorate and to be 

compromised.  

I think these issues are really what I would say as 

emphasis on the basis of the report but I want to 

finally conclude by saying; I thank you Mr President 

for appointing us as a team to be on this fact finding 

mission and as a first experience for me to go on to 

it, that country, Central Africa Republic, is a very 

beautiful country. You know, better than me. When 

we interacted with them, they told us that they can 

plough and plant throughout the year, three times in 

a year and twelve months around the year and still 

have very good harvest and also, it has potential of 

becoming the bread basket of Africa. It really has 

that potential but issues of mis-governance, poor 

planning of elections and where elections are run in 

a manner that favours the incumbents, is where the 

problem lies. The ethnicity issue is there but not a 

great deal of a problem. I want to emphasise that 

they should have regular, well organised, free and 

fair elections like the rest of Africa.  

Really, I think, more than 90 per cent of Africa is 

running its elections very well like if you look at the 

conflict situation that was here in South Africa. 

Mandela came out of prison and became President. 

He restored peace and stability without any ethnicity 

retributions on the former apartheid regime. Sam 

Nujoma came in and we know of the Kaundas of this 

world, the Seretse Khamas, Kenyattas of this world 

and we know of many; the Nyereres and many 

leaders of that type who really fought and build 

nations within their own countries with the 

exception of few countries where there were 

conflicts. It is the greed and the selfish interests of 

few leaders who want power just for personal self 

enrichment ï period. Nothing beyond that! National 

interest is not in their mind, community interest, not 

in their mind, nation building, not in their mind but 

just self enrichment and self aggrandisement. This is 

just the problem.   

 

UNE HONORABLE MEMBRE :  Motion, 

Monsieur le Président !   

Motion ! 
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Motion conform®ment ¨ lôarticle 45, alin®a 5 du 

Règlement intérieur du Parlement panafricain, 

Monsieur le Président !  

Je demande la motion !  

Monsieur le Président,  

En tant que parlementaire venant du Rwanda, vous 

tous, vous savez que le génocide rwandais est un 

crime international reconnu par lôONU et lôUnion 

africaine.  

Monsieur le Président,  

Parmi nos collègues qui viennent de nier le génocide 

quôa connu le Rwanda en 1994 [é]  

 

HON. SALEH KEBZABO [TCHAD] :  Une contre 

motion, sôil vous pla´t, Monsieur le Pr®sident !  

Une contre motion ! 

 

UNE HONORABLE MEMBRE:  en le comparant 

avec les crimes li®s ¨ lôins®curit® en RDC, je 

voudrais, Monsieur le Pr®sident, que lôHonorable 

retire sa parole, car il a tendance à renier le génocide 

des Tutsis que le Rwanda a connu.  

Nous en avons marre, nous les Rwandais ! 

Merci, Monsieur le Président. 

 

HON. SALEH KEBZABO [TCHAD] :  Une contre 

motion, sôil vous pla´t, Monsieur le Pr®sident ! 

Je pense quôil faut quôon garde la s®r®nit® des d®bats. 

Notre ami était en train de conclure sur les 

interventions par rapport au rapport sur la 

République Centrafricaine.  

Notre sîur avait la latitude dôattendre la fin, même 

par simple politesse, quôil finisse son propos qui nôa 

rien à voir avec le Rwanda. Elle aurait pu demander 

la parole !  

Donc, je pense quôi faut lui retirer la parole, 

Monsieur le Président.      

MR. PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, I will 

still wait to hear what her point of order was and I 

remember you are out of order and I do not know 

why you want to put a debate in a manner that is not 

in accordance with the rules of procedure. Yes, you 

may conclude, Hon. Mabiletsa.  

HON: ISAAC STEPHEN MABILETSA 

[BOTSWANA]: Thank you, Mr President. Mainly, 

the emphasis I was making was on a few African 

leaders, very few indeed, which are making Africa, 

appear like a very dark continent: a continent where 

people are so uncivilised, always fighting and killing 

each other. These are just very few situations and 

maybe up to 90 per cent or more of Africa is well 

run. Just a few situations are causing these conflicts 

and I have seen this, Mr President, in the Central 

African Republic, that really if you could be lucky 

to have among them charismatic leaders such as 

Mandela, Kaunda, Seretse Khama or whoever, that 

country could have a bright future ahead of it and 

free of conflict. It needs somebody that can unite that 

nation. Africa stands to gain a great deal from that 

country. It has all that it takes to make a highly 

successful and good country for its citizens.  

I thank you, Mr. President. 

 

THE PRESIDENT: Honourable Members, can we 

please give another round of applause to our 

presenters. 

Applause 

Hon. Colleagues, the issues of peace and security on 

our continent continue to undermine the process of 

development and to impoverish the African citizens 

caught up in the areas of conflict. The process of 

conflict resolution on our continent over the years 

has many perspectives. Many stakeholders have 

continued to contribute meaningfully in resolving 

conflicts. We have had recent cases where the 

restoration of peace to countries like Liberia, Sierra 

Leone and the Ivory Cost has provided an enabling 

environment for growth and development for our 

citizens in these countries. Therefore, we are 

convinced that the work and contributions of PAP to 

this process of peace building and ensuring stability 

in our Member States cannot be trivialised by 

anyone. 

The PAP, in its years of existence, has intervened 

meaningfully in many conflict areas on our 

continent. The work that we do is very important as 

it contributes immensely to the process of peace 

building and peace building efforts on our continent. 

Recent examples abound such as the Mali situation. 

Let me put it on record that this Parliament was the 

first Pan African or AU institution to send a fact 

finding mission to Mali. 

Applause 
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THE PRESIDENT: Our resolutions and the output 

of that fact-finding mission contributed immensely 

in the decision that was taken by the AU in sending 

a multinational force to Mali to restore peace and 

stability.  

Applause 

THE PRESIDENT: Today, we have a situation 

where the process of peace building in Mali is still 

on-going. Elections have been held and, today, a 

new President, His Excellency Hon. Ibrahim Bhukar 

Keita, has assumed office. He was a Member of this 

Parliament, he sat in this hall with us and his 

experience will be enriched by part of the 

contributions from the PAP experience. We will 

continue to support him and all others who have 

found themselves in positions of leadership in 

difficult situations. We, therefore, will continue to 

make our contributions to the process to make our 

voice loud and clear on issues of conflict on the 

continent. 

When our Members go to conflict areas on fact-

finding missions, they risk life and limb in difficult 

situations to bring to us first-hand information as to 

the situation in these conflict areas and based on this 

information, we pass resolutions and 

recommendations to the AU Heads of State on our 

proposals on the way forward. I, therefore, want to 

urge our colleagues not to relent in our efforts to 

ensure that our contributions to the process of peace 

building on our continent is something that posterity 

wil l remember us for.  

I, therefore, want to say quite clearly to our 

colleagues who have some doubts about the work 

that we do in this Parliament, that PAP though just 

advisory and consultative remains the only elected 

body on this continent that is a clear voice for the 

people of Africa who continue to wallow in poverty, 

hunger, disease and illiteracy and that the work that 

we do must be supported by all well meaning 

citizens of our continent to ensure that we provide a 

better future for the next generation of Africans.  

I thank you. 

 

Applause 

 

THE PRESIDENT: Hon. Members, in accordance 

with Rule 37 of our Rules of Procedure, I propose 

that we make an amendment to our programme for 

today. We had slated the Youth Caucus for early in 

the afternoon but because we have a lot of 

outstanding work, I therefore, in accordance with 

our rules propose that we go on our lunch break and 

return by 2 oôclock to continue up to 4 pm after 

which the Youth Caucus meeting will be held from 

4 pm.  

 

Honourable colleagues, we, therefore, suspend our 

sitting and resume by 2 pm this afternoon. 

Business suspended until 2 pm. 

 

THE PRESIDENT: Please, be seated Hon. 

Colleagues.  

Hon. Members, the Clerk shall read the second order 

of the day. 

THE CLERK: Thank you, Mr President. 

Presentation and debates on the Report of the Joint 

Session of the Pan African Parliament and the 

Parliamentarians for Global Action on the Arms 

Trade Treaty.  

THE PRESIDENT:  Hon. Members, may I call the 

Honourable Dr. Bernadette Lahai to make her 

presentation.  

 

HON. DR. BERNADETTE LAHAI [SIERRA 

LEONE]: Good afternoon to Colleague Members of 

Parliament. It is my pleasure to present to you a 

report   of the Joint Committee Session of the Pan-

African Parliament and the Parliamentarians for 

Global Action (PGA) on the Arms Trade Treaty, that 

was held from  17th to the 18th of October, 2013,  in 

the PAP, Midrand, Johannesburg, South Africa. 

Mr President, Hon. Members, it is no accident that 

this presentation is coming after the two 

presentations we had this morning,  that is, the 

presentation on the situation with regards peace and 

security in Africa and the fact-finding mission to the 

CAR.  I say these two presentations are linked in the 

sense that they share one thing in common, and that 

is arms.  I mention arms in the sense that Africa has 

been destabilised by conflicts that have been fuelled 

and prolonged because of easy availability of arms 

and ammunitions and we see how the wars in Africa, 

maybe, will not have even started or even if they had 

started, would not have been prolonged had there not 

been illicit arms that proliferate in our countries by 

passing through our porous borders.  It is such a 

situation that the Arms Trade Treaty seeks to 

address. 
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There is inadequate regulation of the international 

arms trade that has had devastating consequences 

across the continents especially of Africa over the 

past fifty years.  As a result of such situations, 

hundreds of thousands of lives have been lost, 

including properties, and citizens have been injured 

either permanently or on a temporary basis while 

tens of thousands of women and  girls, particularly, 

have been abused through sexual rape,  forced 

marriages and unwanted pregnancies.  

In recognition of this reality among African nations, 

a substantial role of Africa particularly was 

manifested during the Arms Trade Treaty 

Negotiations between 2006 and 2013.  Kenya was 

one of the original seven co-sponsors of the UN 

General Assembly Resolution on the Arms Trade 

Treaty in 2006. 

Hon. Members, Mr President, on the 2nd of April this 

year, the General Assembly adopted the landmark 

Arms Trade Treaty regulating the international trade 

in conventional arms from small arms to battle 

tanks, combat aircraft and warships.  The treaty, if 

well and properly implemented, will foster peace 

and security by putting a stop to destabilising arms 

flows to conflict regions.  It will prevent human 

rights abusers and violators of the law of war from 

being supplied with arms.  It will also help keep war 

lords, pirates and gangs from acquiring these deadly 

arms.   

On the 3rd of June, this year, having adopted the 

Arms Trade Treaty, it was open for signature at the 

United Nations Headquarters in New York.  To date, 

114 member States have signed and eight UN 

member States have ratified the Arms Trade Treaty. 

You have just been given the list of those countries 

that have signed and ratified.  Maybe is good that 

you look through the list and see whether your 

country is among this list.  Of those 114, thirty-one 

are from Africa that is making it a third of the 

countries that have signed.  With those that have 

ratified, only one comes from Africa and that is 

Nigeria, our big brother. 

Parliamentarians have a pivotal role to play in 

promoting the arms trade treaty:  

(i) by advocating for the 

establishment of the arms trade treaty;  

(ii)  advocating for the signature of the 

arms trade treaty; and 

(iii)  advocating for the 

implementation of the Arms 

Trade Treaty by drafting the 

implementing legislation to give 

effect to this treaty. 

The PGA have been very instrumental in the 

negotiation of the Arms Trade Treaty.  In one of the 

meetings in Tanzania when there was a regional 

workshop on sensitising the Parliamentarians for 

global members, I happen to have given in my way 

forward presentation the role that a continental body 

like the Pan African Parliament can do in this regard 

bringing together almost 245 Members of 

Parliament from 54 countries, Pan African 

Parliament is strategically placed to use its expertise 

in advocating for ratification of treaties to move this 

process further. 

It was in that meeting that I recommended that we 

have a joint session, the Parliamentarians for global 

action and the PAP so as to sensitise the members of 

these two important bodies without bringing the 

ATT and to see how the Pan African Parliament 

together with the Parliamentarians for global action 

can move this important treaty ahead.   

I am grateful that the President in his wisdom 

approved for this joint session hence a very 

successful meeting was held bringing together 

Parliamentarians from 10 countries who belong to 

the Parliamentarians for global action and members 

of four committees of the Pan African Parliaments, 

transport, human rights and justice, trade and 

international cooperation.   

The purpose of the joint session:   

1. Was to familiarise the Members of their 

respective committees with the Arms Trade 

Treaty and its  goals. 

2. To heighten understanding of the key role 

that Members can play in making the Arms 

Trade Treaty a robust treaty. 

3. To introduce a PGA global Parliamentary 

Handbook on ratification and 

implementation of the ATT. 

4. To introduce the PGA Parliamentary 

toolkits on Arms Trade Treaty. 

5. To identify possible steps to be taken by 

Members of Parliament to facilitate early 

ratification and implementation of the 

ATT. And lastly but not the least 

6. To establish the PAP/PGA Group to 

continue the advocacy and ATT and other 

goals of the two institutions. 
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The workshop was a two-day workshop and it was 

organised by us.  The first day  focused on the 

overview, trade and the introduction of the Arms 

Trade Treaty by  staff of the PGA in New York.  This 

was followed by the introduction of the participants 

to the PGA Handbook on the Ratification and 

Implementation of the Arms Trade Treaty and ended 

us, the PGA Members from the nine countries, 

giving a status report of the PGA but less 

importantly, on their role in taking the Arms Trade 

Treaty forward.   

The second day was devoted to the presentation of 

Moving Forward with the Ratification and 

Implementation of the Arms Trade Treaty by one of 

the UN experts from the United Nations General 

Conference for Centre for Peace and Disarmaments.   

Hon. Members, if you go to page 3 of the English 

text, the Joint Committee session was opened by no 

less a person than the Second Vice President who 

welcomed the Hon. Members and underscored the 

importance of this important workshop, the role of 

the Parliamentarians, particularly the PAP, in 

pushing the ratification and implementation of this 

important treaty and ended  by underlining how, 

with the formation of the PGA/PAP Group in 

Parliament here, these two can strategically work 

together to push forward not only the Arms Trade 

Treaty but the two goals and shared visions of these 

two important institutions. Both of them have the 

goal of fostering world peace and security, 

democracy and sustainable development.   

I, that is Hon. Dr Bernadette Lahai, gave the remarks 

that led to the launching of the workshop.  In those 

remarks, the efforts of the PGA in the negotiations 

and debates on the Arms Trade Treaty were lauded 

as well as the role of Parliamentarians in the signing 

the ratification of the treaty. 

This report also looks at the regional conferences 

that were held in Namibia and Tanzania and brought 

together Members of Parliament from over fifteen 

countries to sensitise them on the ATT and 

encourage them to go back to their countries and 

take action leading to the signing and ratification of 

this important treaty.   

Hon. Members, Mr President, with regard to the 

overview of the Arms Trade Treaty and the 

introduction to the arms trade which was delivered 

by Mr Peter Barcroft, he started by addressing the 

issue of why international treaties are drafted and 

explained that the international community 

recognises that  the issue has become of such  

importance and urgency.  Efforts must be made not 

only nationally and regionally but internationally to 

address that issue by way of a treaty, convention or 

protocol.  He explained the lack of regulation of 

international arms trade and consequences such as 

loss of lives and serious injury and abuse of women 

and girls which call for the control of international 

arms trade, reckless and irresponsible use, and 

proliferation of arms which came into focus 25 to 35 

years ago.  Despite this, he lamented and said that it 

was only in 2006 that the negotiations began to 

develop into the Arms Trade Treaty.  The treaty was 

agreed on, on the 2nd of April, 2013 by 154 member 

States and, as of today,   114 have signed, thirty-one 

of whom are from Africa with only seven ratifying.   

The PAP Parliamentarians can consult with each 

other regularly and easily on the different steps to be 

taken to adhere to arms trade treaties in our 

respective countries.  And the beauty of this is that 

we are all in one place here within these walls.  He 

entreated Members to be a true catalyst for 

promoting adherence to the ATT among all its 

members and countries as well as share different 

experiences in moving the ATT process forward.  

He suggested the establishment of an informal 

working group to meet on this at our future sessions 

of Parliament. 

Mr Bacroft went on to discuss the contents of the 

Arms Trade Treaty.  We are sorry that because this 

presentation was slated for yesterday, the Secretariat 

would not finish with the printing of the Arms Trade 

Treaty.  However, this is in effect the treaty which is 

a 13-page treaty with 28 articles. Mr Bacroft 

summarised the contents of the treaty by including 

the preamble and the 28 articles. The preamble sets 

out the aspirations of the people crafting the treaty 

by giving the background and rationale for the 

establishment of the treaty and recalls previous 

efforts in addressing the issue as well as the 

chronology of events and earlier treaties, 

conventions and protocols addressing issue.    

The principles underlined in the treaty set out the 

rights of the State to individual and collective self 

defence, sovereignty of States, legitimate interests of 

States in acquiring arms for peace-building 

operations, respect for international humanitarian 

law in accordance with the Geneva Convention of 

1949 and implementation of the treaty in a consistent 

and non-discriminatory manner was explained.  He 

then went on to look the following articles in the 

treaty.   

Article 1 states the objects of treaty which is to 

establish the highest international standard for 




